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CHAPTER  III. 

Faffage  to  the  coaft  of  America — Find  the  main- 
maji  fprung — See  the  land  of  New  Albion — - 
Proceed  along  the  coaft — Fall  in  with  an  Ame- 
rican Vejjel — Enter  the  fuppofed  Jlraiis  of  De 
Ftic a — Anchor  there. 

TT"TAVING  put  to  fea  from  Onehow,  as  be- 
JL  JL  fore  related,  we  ftood  to  the  N.  W.  clofe 
hauled,  with  a  moderate  breeze-  at  N.  N.  E.  at- 
tended by  a  heavy  fwell  from  the  N.  W.  until  Sa- 
turday morning  the  1  7th  March,  1  7Q2,  when  the 
wind  having  veered  to  that  quarter,  we  made  fail 
to  the  N.  E.  in  order  that  we  might  pafs  to  the 
north  of  the  Sandwich  iflands,  and  be  enabled  to 
fleer  to  the  eaftward,  fhould  the  wind  continue 
its  northern  direction,  from  whence  it  had  lately, 
prevailed.  By  noon  the  wind  blew  a  frefh  gale 
from  N.  N.  W.  attended  with  fome  trifling 
Vol.  II.  B  fqualis ; 
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fqualls  ;  our  latitude  was  now  22°  1  6',  longitude 
1Q9°  17^;  the  weft  point  of  Onehow  bearing  by 
compafs  S.  5  7  E.  eight  leagues  diftant.  About 
two  in  the  afternoon  we  discovered  a  fpring  in 
the  main  maft  on  the  larboard  fide,  about  fix  feet 
below  the  hounds.  This  part  of  the  maft  had 
occupied  much  of  our  attention  fmce  our  depar- 
ture from  TenerifFe,  in  confequence  of  a  fufpi- 
cious  appearance  near  a  rugged  knot,  oppofite  to 
the  place  where  the  defeat  now  became  evident. 
We  were  under  an  immediate  neceffity  of  getting 
down  the  top-gallant-maft,  with  every  moveable 
out  of  the  top  ;  clofe  reefing  the  topfail,  and 
lightening  the  head  of  the  maft  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  until  a  fifh  fhould  be  prepared  ;  which  the 
carpenters  loft  no  time  in  getting  ready.  A  de- 
fed!  was  alfo  difcovered  in  the  head  of  the  fore- 
maft,  above  the  rigging,  which  was  of  lefs  im- 
portance, and  did  not  require  any  additional  fe- 
curity  for  the  prefent. 

At  fun- let  Attowai  bore  by  compafs  from  S.  80 
E.  to  S.  45  E,  and  from  Onehow  S.  4.  W.  to  S. 
14  W.  The  wind  remaining  in  the  N.  W.  we 
flood  on,  and  about  midnight  pafled  the  north 
point  of  Attowai  at  no  great  diftance  ;  though 
the  weather  being  very  dark  and  hazy,  prevent- 
ed oar  feeing  the 'land. 

On  Sunday  the  1  8th  in  the  morning,  we  took 
our  departure  from  the  Sandwich  iflands:  Atto- 
wai 
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wai  bearing  by  compafs  from  S.  5.  E.  to  S.  30  W. 
10  or  1 1  leagues  diftant.  In  the  afternoon  all  the 
fails  were  furled  on  the  main-maft,  and  we  were 
employed  until  fix  in  the  evening  in  fixing  the 
fifh,  and  fecuring  the  head  of  the  malt ;  when 
the  fails  were  again  fet,  and  we  proceeded  to  the 
E.  N.  E.  The  wind  was  generally  to  the  weffc- 
ward  of  north,  with  cool  and  pleafant,  though 
generally  cloudy  weather,  attended  by  a  great 
fwell  from  the  N.  W.  which  indicated  the  wind 
having  blown  with  much  violence  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  main-maft,  after  a  trial  of  fome  days 
in  a  frefh  gale  with  a  heavy  fea,  not  feeming  to 
complain,  the  top-gallant- mail  was  on  Friday  the 
23d  got  up,  and  the  ufual  quantity  of  fail  car- 
ried. The  N.  W.  fwell  had  now  almoft  fubfided, 
and  the  wind  veered  round  to  N*  E.  with  which 
we  flood  to  the  N.  N.  W.  The  weather  conti- 
nuing dark  and  gloomy  prevented  our  making 
any  obfervations  on  the  folar  eclipfe  this  morn- 
ing ;  but  at  nootvjour  obferved  latitude  was  24° 
43',  longitude  26y°0/ ;  and  in  the  afternoon  the 
variation  was  found  to  be  1  i°  &'  eafbvardly. 

Our  courfe  was  direded  to  the  eaftward  or 
northward  as  the  wind  veered,  which  was  moftly 
on  the  northern  board,  blowing  a  moderate  breeze 
with  pleafant  weather.  On  Thurfday  the  2gth, 
in  latitude  27°,  I  got  five  fets  of  diftances  of  the 
moon  and  fun  ;  the  mean  refult  gave  the  longi- 

B  2  tudcj 
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tude  214°  21/  ]  5l/ ;  by  the  chronometer  it  was 
2 1  3°  4&t  30" ;  and  by  the  dead  reckoning,  2 1 1 0 
44'.  This  error  in  the  dead  reckoning  feemed 
gradually  to  have  taken  place  fmce  our  departure 
from  Attowai  :  and  manv  of  the  officers  having 
lately  made  fevcral  lunar  obfervations  with  great 
accuracy,  whofe  mean  refultgave  from  25/to  40ff 
eaft  of  the  chronometer,  I  was  led  to  believe,  that 
our  change  of  climate  (the  thermometer  having 
fallen  from  about  80  to  about  00  fmce  leaving 
the  Sandwich  illands,)  hadcaufed  fome  accelera- 
tion in  its  rate  of  going.  From  hence  our  pro- 
grefs  was  attended  by  a  very  frnooth  fea,  and  m 
general  by  cloudy  and  gloomy  weather.  The 
wind  between  N.  byW.  and  N.  N.  E.  blew  fo 
gently,  that  on  the  7th  of  April  we  had  only 
reached  the  latitude  of  35°  25/;  longitude  21 7C 
24\  by  the  dead  reckoning  214°  42/ ;  wThen  we 
found  ourfelves  in  the  midft  of  immenfe  num- 
bers of  the  fea  blubber  of  the  fpecies  of  the  Me- 
dufa  Villilia  ;  lb  that  the  furface  of  the  ocean  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  was  covered  with 
thefe  animals  in  fuch  abundance,  that  even  a  pea 
could  hardly  be  dropped  clear  of  them.  The 
largcft  did  not  exceed  four  inches  in  circumfe- 
rence ;  and  adhering  to  thera  was  found  a  worm 
of  a  beautiful  blue  colour,  much  refembling 
caterpillar.  This  worm  is  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  long,  thickeft  toward  the  head,  forming  a 

three- 
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three-fided  figure,  its  back  being  the  broadefi  ; 
its  belly,  or  under  part  was  provided  with  a  fef- 
tooned  membrane,  with  which  it  attached  itfelf 
to  the  medufa  villilia.  Along  the  ridge  connect- 
ing the  fides  and  back  from  the  ihoulders  to  the 
tail,  on  each  fide,  arc  numberlcfs  fmall  fibres, 
about  the  eighth  of  an  inch  in  length,  like  the 
downy  hair  of  infefts,  but  much  more  fubftan- 
tial  ;  probably  intended  to  affift  the  animal  in  its 
progrefs  through  the  water.  This  worm  or  ca- 
terpillar Mr.  Menzics  confidered  to  be  a  new 
genus.  We  faw  alfo  in  the  forenoon  a  bird, 
which  I  took  to  be  of  the  duck  or  awke  kind, 
flying  to  the  N.  W.  but  at  too  great  a  diftance 
to  difcover  its  character. 

Since  our  leaving  the  land  we  had  been  daily 
vifited  by  one  or  two  large  birds,  but  not  more 
at  a  time,  which  we  lometimes  took  for  the 
quebrantahueffos,  and  at  others  for  a  fpecies  of 
albatrofs.  On  Sunday  the  8th,  the  weather  be- 
ing  perfedtly  calm,  Mr.  Menzies  was  fo  fortunate 
as  to  determine  this  point,  by  killing  a  brown  al- 
batrofs ;  of  the  fame  fort,  I  believe,  as  are  found 
in  abundance  about  Tierra  del  Fuego,  diftin- 
guifned  vulgarly  by  the  name  of  Mother  Gary's 
geefe,  on  account  of  the  white  rump,  fhape  of 
the  tail,  &c.  which  referable  the  ftorm  petrel, 
commonly  called  Mother  Gary's  chicken.  This 
albatrofs  had  alfo  a  white  mark,  about  the  eighth 

B  3  o£ 
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of  an  inch  wide,  and  two  inches  long,  extend- 
ing in  a  diagonal  dire&ion  from  the  inner  corner 
of  its  eye  towards  the  neck*  From  tip  to  tip  of 
each  wing  it  meafured  feven  feet ;  and,  from  the 
extremity  of  the  beak  to  that  of  the  tail,  three 
feet. 

The  weather  continued  pleafant,  nearly  calm 
or  with  light  variable  breezes  until  Tuefday  the 
10th,  when  in  latitude  36°,  longitude  2 1 9°  34', 
the  wind  blew  a  moderate  gale,  and  feemed  fet- 
tled in  the  fouthern  quarter;  with  which  we 
made  all  fail,  {leering  to  the  eaftward.  Not- 
withftanding  I  had,  in  cafe  of  feparation  with  the 
Chatham,  appointed  our  next  rendezvous  in 
Berkley's  found,  yet  whilft  we  were  fo  fortunate 
as  to  keep  together,  it  was  my  fixed  determina- 
tion to  fall  in  with  the  coaft  of  New  Albion  as 
far  to  the  fouthward  of  that  ftation  as  circum- 
ftances  would  permit. 

Several  fmall  whales  and  grampufles  had  lately 
been  obferved  about  the  fhip ;  and  this  after- 
noon we  palled  within  a  few  yards  of  about 
twenty  whales  of  the  anvil-headed  or  fpermaceti 
kind,  that  were  playing  in  the  water.  The  im- 
menfe  number  of  the  medufa  with  which  this 
region  abounds,  may  probably  induce  the  fper- 
maceti whale  to  refort  hither  in  queft  of  food. 
We  now  advanced  very  pleafantly  to  the  eaft- 
ward, and  gradually  loft  fight  of  the  medufa 

villilia,, 
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villilia,  which  had  attended  us  in  the  greatefl 
abundance  over  a  fpace  of  feven  degrees  of  longi- 
tude ;  and,  as  Mr.  Johnftone  of  the  Chatham 
paid  particular  attention  to  thefe  extraordinary 
creatures,  I  fhall  infert  his  defcription  of  them. 

"  Thefe  fmall  blubbers  are  of  an  oval  form, 
quite  flat,  and  meafuring  about  an  inch  and  an 
half  the  longefi  way ;  their  under  fide  is  fome- 
what  concave  ;  the  edges,  for  near  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  in  width,  are  of  a  deep  blue  colour, 
changing  inwardly  to  a  pale  green  ;  the  fubftance 
being  much  thinner  and  more  tranfparent  there 
than  on  the  upper  fide.  Perpendicularly  to  the 
plain  of  their  furface  Hands  a  very  thin  mem- 
brane, extending  nearly  the  whole  length  of  its 
iongeft  diameter  in  a  diagonal  direction  ;  it  is 
about  an  inch  in  height,  and  forms  a  fegment  of 
a  circle.  This  membrane,  which  feemed  to 
ferve  all  the  purpofes  of  a  fin  and  a  fail,  was 
ibmetimes  obferved  to  be  ere£l  ;  at  others  lying 
fiat,  which  wTas  generally  the  cafe  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  but  as  the  day  advanced,  it  became  ex- 
tended. Whether  this  was  voluntary,  or  the  ef- 
fect of  the  fun's  influence,  was  a  queftion  not 
cafily  to  be  decided.  When  the  membrane  was 
down,  thefe  little  animals  were  colle&ed  into 
compact  clufters,  were  apparently  deftitute  of 
any  motion,  and  their  colour  at  that  time  feemed 
wf  a  dark  green." 

B  4  The 
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The  wind  gradually  veered  round  to  the  S.  E. 
and  E.  S.  E.  increafing  in  its  force,  attended  ge- 
nerally with  a  very  fmooth  fea ;  though  fome- 
times  with  a  little  fwell  from  the  weft  ward  and 
S.  W.  accompanied  by  cloudy  and  gloomy  wea- 
ther. On  Sunday  morning  the  15th,  I  got  one 
fet  of  lunar  diftances,  which  at  noon  gave  the 
longitude  232°  5Q¥;  by  the  chronometer  232° 
74/;  and  by  the  dead  reckoning  229°  39':  the  la- 
titude 37°  m'i 

The  wind  at  E.  S.  E.  by  two  the  next  morn- 
ing, increafed  with  fuch  violence  as  to  make  it 
necelTary  that  the  topfails  fhould  be  clofe-reefed  ; 
the  fqualls  were  very  heavy,  with  an  appearance 
of  an  approaching  ftorm.  No  foundings  were 
to  be  had  with  120  fathoms  of  line  ;  and  as  I 
could  not  depend  upon  the  longitude  of  the  coaft 
of  New  Albion  under  this  parallel,  we  ftood  on 
a  wind  until  day-light,  when  we  again  refumed 
our  courfe  to  the  N.  E.  with  an  increafing  gale, 
attended  by  thick  rainy  weather  ;  which,  by  two 
in  the  afternoon,  obliged  us  to  ftrike  our  top- 
gallant-mafts,  and  ftand  to  the  fouthward  under 
the  forefail  and  ftorm  ftayfaiis.  At  ten  that 
night  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  fouth,  blew  a 
moderate  gale,  and  brought  with  it  fair  and  plea- 
fant  weather.  Our  upper  canvas  was  again  fpread; 
and  the  necefiary  fighals  made  to  the  Chatham 
not  being  anfwered,  and  not  feeing  her  at  day- 
break 
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break  on  Tuefday  the  1 7th,  we  abandoned  our 
courfe  to  the  eaftward  to  go  in  fearch  of  her. 
About  five  flie  was  feen  from  the  in  aft- head  to 
the  N.  W.  ;  upon  which  we  bore  down  to  her, 
and  having  joined  company,  we  again  dire&ed 
our  route  to  the  eaftward.  The  fky  being  tole- 
rably clear,  although  the  wind  had  again  put  us 
under  double-reefed  topfails,  enabled  me  to  ob- 
tain fix  fets  of  lunar  diftances,  whofe  mean  re- 
fult  at  noon  gave  the  longitude  50/  to  the  eaft- 
ward of  the  chronometer,  the  true  longitude 
being  23(5°  8',  and  the  dead  reckoning  231°  30'; 
the  obferved  latitude  was  3Q°  20\ 

Soon  after  mid-day  we  palled  confiderable 
quantities  of  drift  wood,  grafs,  fea  weed,  &c. 
Many  fliags,  ducks,  puffins,  and  other  aquatic 
birds  were  flying  about ;  and  the  colour  of  the 
water  announced  our  approach  to  foundings. 
Thefe  circumftances  indicated  land  not  far  off, 
although  we  were  prevented  feeing  any  object 
more  than  three  or  four  miles  diftant,  by  the 
weather,  which  had  become  very  thick  and  rainy. 
Being  anxious  to  get  fight  of  the  land  before 
night  if  pofliblc,  we  ftood  to  the  eaftward  with 
as  much  fail  as  we  could  carry,  and  at  four  in 
the  afternoon  reached  foundings  at  the  depth  of 
53  fathoms,  foft  brown  fandy  bottom.  The  land 
was  now  difcovered  bearing  by  compafs  from 
E.  N.  E.  to  E.  by  S.  at  the  diftance  of  about  two 

leagues, 
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leagues,  on  which  the  furf  broke  with  great  vio- 
lence. We  ftood  in  for  the  lhorc  under  our  top- 
fails  for  about  an  hour,  and  perceived  the  coaft 
to  extend  from  N.  to  S.  E.  The  ncareft  ftiore 
was  about  two  miles  diftant.  The  rain  and  fog 
with  which  the  atmofphere  v/as  now  loaded, 
precluded  our  feeing  much  of  this  part  of  the 
coaft  of  New  Albion.  The  fhore  appeared  ftraight 
and  unbroken,  of  a  moderate  height,  with  moun- 
tainous land  behind,  covered  with  {lately  foreft 
trees ;  excepting  in  fome  fpots,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  having  been  cleared  by  manual 
labour ;  and  exhibited  a  verdant,  agreeable  af- 
pefL  During  the  night  we  plied  under  an  cafy 
fail,  in  order  to  be  near  the  land  next  morning, 
Wednefday  the  18  th  ;  when,  in  confequence  of 
a  thick  haze,  it  remained  obfeured  until  a  light 
breeze  from  the  eaftward  about' ten  o'clock  gave 
us  a  view  of  the  fhore  to  the  north  eaftward,  for 
which  we  immediately  fteered.  The  northern 
extremity  of  the  land  bore  by  compafs  at  noon 
N.  N.  W.  the  ncareft  lhorc  cait  about  fix  leagues, 
the  land  I  confidered  we  were  off  the  preceding 
night  S.  72  E.  about  eight  leagues  ;  and  the 
fouthernmoft  land  in  fight  S.  Go  E.  about  ten 
leagues  diftant.  The  obferved  latitude  was  at 
this  time  3Q°  2^  ;  longitude  235°  4  if  30"  ;  by 
the  chronometer  235°.  The  former  w7as  de- 
duced from  the  mean  refult  of  eighty-five  fets  of 

lunar 
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lunar  diftances,  taken  by  the  feveral  perfons  as 
under,  and  reduced  at  noon  by  the  chronometer 
fmce  the  2/th  of  March,  according  to  its  Ota- 
heitean  rate,  (viz.) 

Nine  fets  taken  by  Mr.  Puget  gave  235°  36'  o" 
Eighteen  fets  by  Mr.  Whidbey  235  4Q 
Nineteen  by  Mr.  Orchard  -  235  35 
Ten  by  Mr.  John  Stewart  -  235  44 
Seventeen  by  Mr.  Ballard  -  235  46 
Twelve  by  myfelf  -        -      235  39 

The  mean  refult  of  the  above 

eighty-five  fets         -        -        235    41  30 

This  made  the  chronometer  4  V  30/;  to  the 
weft  of  that  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  neareft  the 
true  longitude ;  and  from  the  general  refult  of 
thefe  obfervations  it  evidently  appeared,  that  the 
chronometer  had  materially  altered  in  its  rate 
fince  we  had  reached  thefe  northern  regions. 
The  longitude  of  the  refpedive  points,  head- 
lands, &c.  as  hereafter  ftated,  will  therefore  be 
corrected  and  affixed,  by  fubfequent  obfervations, 
agreeably  to  the  explanation  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing chapter  ;  whence,  by  allowing  a  different 
rate  to  the  chronometer,  the  true  longitude  this 
day  at  noon  was  afcertained  to  be  236°  25 

The  gentle  breeze  of  wind  that  now  prevailed 
appearing  to  be  fettled  in  the  fouthern  quarter, 

favoured 
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favoured  my  wilh  to  purfue  a  northern  courfe  ; 
for  which  purpofe  we  bore  away  along  the  coaft 
at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  leagues.  The 
weather  was  delightfully  pleafant ;  and  as  we 
drew  nearer  the  land,  the  fhore  feemed  to  be 
perfectly  compact,  formed,  generally  fpeaking, 
by  cliffs  of  a  moderate  height  and  nearly  per- 
pendicular. The  inland  country,  which  rifes  in 
a  pleafmg  diverfity  of  hills  and  dales,  was  com- 
pletely clothed  with  foreft  trees  of  confiderable 
magnitude  ;  and  thofe  fpots  which,  on  our  firft 
view,  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  cleared 
of  their  wood  by  art,  were  now  feen  to  extend, 
generally,  along  the  fea-fide  ;  and  their  being 
deftitute  of  wood,  was  evidently  to  be  afcribed 
to  fome  natural  oaufe.  They  were  beautifully 
green,  with  a  luxuriant  herbage,  interrupted  by 
ilreaks  of  red  earth.  At  fun-fet,  the  fouthern- 
moft  land  in  fight  bore  by  compafs,  S.  45  E.  ; 
a  fmall  white  rock,  not  unlike  a  veiTel  under 
fail,  clofe  to  the  fhore,  eaft ;  the  neareft  fhore 
E.  N.  E.  four  leagues ;  and  the  northernmoft 
land  in  fight,  which  I  confidered  to  be  cape 
Mendocino,  N.  30  W.  about  ten  leagues  diftant. 
In  this  fituation,  the  variation  by  the  furveying 
compafs  was  obferved  to  be  16°  eaftwardly. 

The  night  was  fpent  in  making  fhort  trips. 
The  next  morning,  Thurfday  the  lQth,  brought 
with  it  a  return  of  calm  or  light  baffling  winds, 

a  very 
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a  very  heavy  fwell  from  the  S.  W.  and  fo  thick 
a  haze  over  the  land,  that  the  fhores  were  fcarce- 
ly  perceptible.  Immenfe  numbers  of  whales 
were  playing  about  us  during  the  morning.  Moil 
of  them  were  of  that  tribe  wrhich,  in  Greenland, 
are  called  finners.  Towards  noon,  we  had  again 
from  the  fouthward  a  moderate  breeze  ;  but  the 
weather  ftili  remained  extremely  gloomy. 

In  directing  our  courfe  along  the  coaft  to  the 
northward,  we  obferved  in  latitude  40°  3/  longi- 
tude 235°  51'.  The  mean  variation  of  the  fur- 
veying  compafs,  by  obfervations  made  before  and 
after  noon,  was  15°  eailwardly.  In  this  fitua- 
tion,  the  northernmoft  land  in  fight  bore,  by 
compafs,  N,  10  W. ;  cape  Mendocino,  N.  2  W. ; 
the  eaftcrnmoft  land  in  fight,  S,  6o  E. ;  and  the 
neareft  fhore  N.  E.  about  four  leagues  diltant. 
In  the  afternoon  w7e  palled  cape  Mendocino.  It 
is  formed  by  two  high  promontories,  about  ten 
miles  apart  ;  the  fouthernmoft,  which  is  the 
higheft,  and  when  feen  either  from  the  north  or 
the  fouth  much  refembles  Dunnoze,  is  fituated 
in  latitude  40°  19',  longitude  235°  53'.  Off  the 
Cape  lie  feme  rocky  iflets  and  funken  rocks, 
near  a  league  from  the  fhore.  The  fouthern- 
molt  of  thefe  from  the  northernmoft  promon- 
tory, lies  S.  Ol  W.  about  a  league  diftant ;  and 
within  it  are  two  rocky  iflets  in  fhape  much  re- 
fenxbling  hay-cocks-   The  northeramoft  of  them 

lies  * 
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lies  N.  3  W.  diftant  five  or  fix  miles,  nearly  of 
the  fame  fhape  and  fize  with  the  other,  to  which 
it  is  apparently  connected  by  a  ledge  of  rocks, 
whofe  outermofh  part  lies  from  the  above  pro- 
montory N.  38  W.  about  two  leagues  diftant, 
having  a  fmaller  iflet,  about  midway,  between 
them.  On  fome  parts  of  this  ledge  the  fea  con- 
ftantly  breaks  with  great  violence ;  on  others,  at 
intervals  only.  The  broken  water  appeared  from 
the  maft-head  to  extend  along  the  coaffc,  as  far 
north  as  could  be  difcerned ;  which,  however, 
Was  at  no  great  diftance5  owing  to  the  weather 
being  ftill  thick  and  hazy.  The  whole  of  this 
Cape,  though  by  no  means  a  very  projecting 
head  land,  is  doubtlefs  very  remarkable,  from 
being  the  higheft  on  the  fea- fh ore  of  this  part 
of  New  Albion.  The  mountains  at  its  back  are 
confiderably  elevated,  and  form  altogether  a  high 
fteep  mafs,  which  does  not  break  into  perpendi- 
cular cliffs,  but  is  compofed  of  various  hills  that 
rife  abruptly,  and  are  divided  by  many  deep 
chafms.  In  fome  of  thefe,  as  well  as  on  fome 
of  the  ridges  of  the  hills,  grew  a  few  dwarf  trees. 
The  general  furface  was  covered  with  vegetables 
of  a  dull  green  colour,  interfperfed  in  fome  places 
with  perpendicular  ftrata  of  red  earth  or  clay. 
South  of  the  Cape  the  coaft  is  nearly  ftraight, 
forming  only  a  trifling  bend,  to  the  fouthernmoft 
part  we  had  feen.   Its  elevation  is  regular,  it  may 

be 
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be  confidered  as  high  land,  and  is  apparently 
deep  too,  as  we  founded  without  gaining  bot- 
tom with  120  fathoms  of  line  at  diftances  from 
two  to  five  leagues  from  the  lliore.  This  had 
been  uniformly  the  cafe  fince  the  evening  we 
firft  faw  the  coaft,  having  no  where  elfe  gained 
any  foundings,  nor  feen  any  drift  w^ood,  fea- 
weed,  or  aquatic  birds,  nor  noticed  any  diffe- 
rence in  the  colour  of  the  water.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  induced  fome  of  us  to  fufped:,  that  art 
opening  or  river  exifted  to  the  fouthward  of  out 
then  ftation.  To  the  northward  of  cape  Men- 
docino, the  elevation  of  the  country  appeared 
fuddenly  to  decreafe  beyond  the  rocky  iflets, 
where  it  feemed  to  affume  a  moderate  heights 
As  the  day  advanced,  the  weather  becoming  mi- 
pleafant,  and  adverfe  to  our  purfuit,  about  five 
o'clock  we  hauled  off  the  lliore.  The  outer  moll 
of  the  funken  rocks  on  a  line  with  the  middle 
iflet,  bore  by  compafs  E.  by  N.  at.  the  diftance 
of  about  a  league ;  the  main  land,  then  indif- 
tin&ly  feen,  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to  E.  S.  E.  In 
this  fituation,  we  had  foundings  at  the  depth  of 
4Q  fathoms ;  dark  brown  faaicl.  As'we  flood  into 
the  offing,  we  tried,  at  the  diftanccs  of  two,  three, 
and  four  leagues  S.  W.  from  the  rocks,  but 
gained  no  bottom  at  the  depth  of  80  and  QO  fa- 
thoms, 

The  gale  had  fo  much  increr.fed  by  midnight 

from 
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from  the  S.  E.  as  to  render  clofe-reefing  the 
topfails  neceflary ;  under  which  we  again  flood 
in  for  the  land,  in  the  hope  of  the  wind  abating 
the  next  morning,  Friday  the  20th.  Inftead  of 
which  it  became  more  violent,  attended  with 
fuch  very  heavy  fqualls  of  rain  and  thick  wea- 
ther, that  we  were  obliged  to  ffcrike  the  top- 
gallant yards,  and  ftand  to  fea  under  our  courfes. 
In  the  afternoon  the  head-railing  on  the  ftarboard 
lide  was  entirely  carried  away.  This  obliged  us 
to  reef  the  forefail,  and  bring  the  tack  to  the 
cat-head  ;  by  which  -means,  the  fail  ftood  fo  in- 
differently, that  the  confequences  attendant  on 
this  accident  might  have  been  very  alarming, 
had  we  had  a  lee  Ihore  inftead  of  a  weather  fliore 
to  contend  with. 

The  gale,  accompanied  by  torrents  of  rain, 
continued  until  midnight ;  when  it  veered  to  the 
fouth,  moderated,  and  permitted  us  to  ffceer  again 
for  the  land  under  clofe-reefed  topfails.  On  Satur- 
day morning  the  21  ft,  our  top-gallant  fails  were 
again  fet,  but  the  weather  was  very  unpleafant, 
being  thick,  with  heavy  rain  ;  which,  towards 
noon,  terminated  in  a  calm  and  fog.  By  our 
reckoning,  the  fouth  promontory  of  cape  Men- 
docino bore,  by  compafs,  S.  60  E.,  1 1  miles  dif- 
tant.  In  this  fttuation,  no  bottom  could  be 
reached  with  120  fathoms  of  line. 

The  fog,  with  calms,  or  light  variable  winds, 

continued 
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continued  until  about  ten  the  next  forenoon,  Sun- 
day the  2 2d,  when  the  weather  fuddenly  alter- 
ed, and  brought  with  it  a  fine  pleafant  gale  from 
the  fouth.  All  fail  was  now  made  for  the  land; 
at  noon  the  fouth  promontory  of  cape  Mendo- 
cino bore,  by  compafs,  S.  04  E.,  diftant  nine 
leagues;  its  north  part,  N.  88  E.  fix  leagues ; 
the  northernmoft  of  the  rocky  iflets,  N.  71  K., 
five  or  fix  leagues ;  and  the  northernmoft  land 
in  fight,  N.  E.  ;  the  obferved  latitude  40°  32'; 
longitude  235°  28',  and  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs l0°  eaftwardly. 

From  cape  Mendocino  the  coaft  takes  a  direc- 
tion N.  1 3  E.  ;  along  which  we  ranged  at  the 
diftance  of  about  two  leagues.  After  paffing 
the  above  iflets,  the  fhores  became  ftraight  and 
compact,  not  affording  the  fmallefl  fhelter  ;  and, 
although  rifing  gradually  from  the  water's  edge 
to  a  moderate  height  only,  yet  the  diftant  inte- 
rior country  w7as  compofed  of  mountains  of  great 
elevation  ;  before  which  were  prefented  a  great 
variety  of  hills  and  dales,  agreeably  interfperfed 
with  wood-land,  and  clear  fpots,  as  if  in  a  ftate 
of  cultivation ;  but  we  could  difcern  neither 
houfes,  huts,  fmokes,  nor  ether  figns  of  its  being 
inhabited.  The  coafl  we  had  pafTed  this  after- 
noon, feemed  to  be  generally  defended  by  a 
fandy  beach  ;  but  the  evening  brought  us  to  a 
country  of  a  very  different  defcription,  whofe 

Vol.  II.  C  fhores 
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fhores  were  compofed  of  rocky  precipices,  with 
numberlefs  fmall  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  extend- 
ing about  a  mile  into  the  fea  :  the  moft  project- 
ing part,  which  is  fituated  in  latitude  41°  8', 
longitude  236°  57,  obtained  the  name  of  Rocky 
Point.  This,  at  feven  in  the  evening,  bore  by 
compafs  N.  18  E.  fix  miles  diftant ;  the  neareft 
fhore  eaft  four  miles ;  and  the  northernmoft  land 
in  fight  N.  0  E.  We  fpent  the  night  in  pre- 
ferring our  fituation  with  the  land,  and  the  next 
morning,  Monday  the  23d,  again  purfued  our 
eourfe  along  the  coaft,  which  from  Rocky  Point 
takes  a  direction  N.  9  W.  The  wTind  at  fouth 
was  light,  the  weather  was  cloudy,  with  fome 
little  rain.  At  eight  o'clock  Rocky  Point  bore 
by  compafs  S.  40  E.,  five  br  fix  miles  ;  the  near- 
eft  fhore,  N.  E.  by  E.  three  miles  diftant ;  and 
a  detached  rocky  iflet  N.  18  W. ;  within  which 
we  afterwards  paffed  in  35  to  50  fathoms  water, 
black  fandy  bottom*  This  rock  is  a  high  round 
lump  about  half  a  mile  in  circuit,  apparently 
fteep  to,  and  lies  from  Rocky  Point  N.  1 1  W. 
diftant  1  3  miles,  and  about  half  a  league  from 
the  fhore.  When  abreaft  of  Rocky  Point,  the 
colour  of  the  fea  fuddenly  changed  from  the 
oceanic  hue  to  a  very  light  river-coloured  water, 
extending  as  far  a-head  as  could  be  difcerned. 
This  gave  us  reafon  to  fuppofe  fome  confiderable 
river  or  rivers  were  in  the  neighbourhood. 

A  frefh 


1792,]  KOUND  THE  WORLD.  IQ 

A  frefh  gale  from  the  fouth  permitted  our  fail- 
ing along  the  cdaft  within  a  league  of  the  ftiore, 
which  appeared  to  be  deftitute  of  any  opening, 
and  fimilar  to  that  which  we  had  paffed  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  bounded  by  innumerable  fmall 
rocks  and  rocky  iflets.    The  face  of  the  country 
raav  be  confidered  as  mountainous,  and  did  not 
appear  fo  pleafmg  as  that  lying  to  the  fouth  of 
Ilocky  Point.    In  this  refpedl,  however,  we  were 
able  to  fay  but  little,  as  the  land  was  nearly  ob- 
fcured  by  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather,  excepting 
immediately  on  the  fea-ihore  ;  which  being  com- 
pofed  of  fteep  rocky  precipices  broken  by  deep 
gullies,  at  a  diftance  would  put  on  the  appear- 
ance of  harbours,  or  breaks  in  the  land.  At 
noon,  we  were  again  in  oceanic-coloured  water ; 
the  obferved  latitude  4 1 0  36';  longitude  235°  58'; 
and  variation  of  the  compafs  160  ealhvardly.  In 
this  fituation,  the  fbuthernmoft  land  in  fight  bore 
by  compafs  S.  S.  E.  ;  the  nearefl  fhore  N.  E. 
four  miles  diftant ;  and  the  northernmofk  extre- 
mity in  fight,  (being  a  clufter  of  remarkable, 
rocky  hummocks  at  the  termination  of  a  confi- 
derable  tradl  of  low  level  land,  that  at  a  diftance 
feemed  to  be  an  ifland,).  bore  N.  15  W.  At 
the  junction  of  the  low  level  land  with  the  high 
rocky  coal!,  a  fhallow  bay  is  formed ;   at  the 
bottom  of  which  was  an  appearance  of  a  fmall 
harbour  or  opening,  which  bore  N.  p  £.  Here 

C  2  I  enter- 
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I  entertained  hopes  of  finding  flicker ;  but  the 
number  of  breakers  along  the  fhore  of  the  low 
level  land,  fome  of  which  were  detached,  and 
lie  at  a  confiderable  diflance  from  the  coafl,  to- 
gether with  a  ledge  of  rocks  and  rocky  iilets  feen 
from  the  mafl-head,  extending  as  far  to  the 
w7eftward  as  N.  W.,  and  a  iky  bearing  the  fame 
dull  and  gloomy  afped:  as  that  which  preceded 
the  former  gale,  induced  me  to  confider  it  moil 
prudent  to  decline  the  attempt ;  and  to  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  the  favorable  gale  at  S.  S.  W» 
to  continue  my  examination  of  the  coaft,  in  the 
confidence  of  foon  finding  a  more  convenient 
flielter. 

We  flood  off  W.  N.  W.  in  order  to  fail  round 
the  outwardmofl  of  the  rocks,  w  hich  we  palled 
at  the  diflance  of  about  three  or  four  miles, 
about  four  o'clock;  and  again  hauled  in  for  the 
north  fide  of  the  low  level  land.  This  land 
forms  a  very  confpicuous  point,  which  I  named 
Point  St.  George,  and  the  very  dangerous 
clufler  of  rocks  extending  from  thence,  the 
Dragon  Rocks.  The  outwardmofl  of  thefe 
lies  from  Point  St.  George,  which  is  fituated  in 
latitude  41°  46'£,  and  longitude  235°  57'1>  N. 
52  W.,  three  leagues  diftant.  The  rocks  above 
water  are  four  in  number,  with  many  funken 
ones,  and  numerous  breakers  flretching  from  the 
outermoft,  (fouthward  of  point  St,  George)  to- 

-  :  J  wards 
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wards  the  opening  mentioned  at  noon.  This 
point  forms  a  bay  on  each  fide ;  that  into  which 
we  flood  from  the  north  fide  is  perfectly  open  to 
the  N.  W.,  yet  apparently  fheltered  from  the 
W.  S.  W.  and  fouthwardly  winds  by  the  Dragon 
rocks ;  the  foundings  we  found  regularly  from 
35  to  45  fathoms,  black  fand  and  muddy  bot- 
tom :  when  at  the  former  depth,  Point  St. 
George  bore  by  compafs  S.  33  E.  10  miles:  the 
northernmoft  of  the  Dragon  rocks  S.  7  W.  four 
miles  ;  and  the  north  point  of  the  bay,  which  I 
called  St.  George's  Bay,  N.  24  W.  fix  or 
feven  miles  diftant. 

The  furf  broke  with  great  violence  all  round 
the  bay  ;  and  although  we  were  again  in  whitifh 
water,  there  was  not  any  opening  on  this  fide  of 
the  point :  the  fhores  of  the  northernmoft  part 
of  the  bay,  like  the  coaft  of  the  bay  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  Point  St.  George,  rife  very  abruptly  from 
the  fea,  forming  numberlefs  gullies  and  chafms, 
which  were  covered  with  a  dull  brownifli  herb- 
age, and  produced  little  or  no  wood.  North  of 
the  bay  the  fliores  were  again  bounded  with 
numberlefs  fmall  rocks  and  rocky  iflets,  fimilar 
to  thofe  already  mentioned  ;  but  the  low  land 
of  Point  St.  George  terminates  in  a  fandy  beach, 
from  whence  the  coaft  takes  a  direction  N. 
15  W. 

Not  finding  a  fituation  here  likely  to  anfwer 

C  3  our 
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our  purpole,  we  directed  our  route  along  the 
coaft  until  it  was  dark,  when  we  hauled  off 
fhore,  and  fpent  the  night  in  the  offing.  The 
next  morning,  Tuefday  the  24th,  the  north 
point  of  St.  George's  bay  bore  by  cornpafs  eaft 
two  leagues  diftant.  With  a  favorable  breeze  at 
S.  E.  and  lefs  hazy  weather,  our  fiirvey  was  con- 
tinued to  the  northward  along  the  fhores,  which 
are  compofed  of  high  fteep  precipices  and  deep 
chafms,  falling  very  abruptly  into  the  fea.  The 
inland  mountains  were  much  elevated,  and  ap- 
peared, by  the  help  of  our  glaffes,  to  be  tolerably 
well  clothed  with  a  variety  of  trees,  the  generality 
of  which  wTere  of  the  pine  tribe  ;  yet  amongft 
them  were  obferved  fome  fpreading  trees  of  con- 
fiderable  magnitude.  Although  fome  of  thefe 
mountains  appeared  quite  barren,  they  were  def- 
titute  of  fnow  ;  but  on  thofe  at  the  back  of  cape 
Mendocino,  which  were  further  to  the  fouth, 
and  apparently  inferior  in  point  of  height,  fome 
fmall  patches  of  fnow  were  noticed.  The  fhores 
were  ftill  bounded  by  innumerable  rocky  iflets, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon  we  palfed  a 
clufter  of  them,  with  feveral  funken  rocks  in 
their  vicinity,  lying  a  league  from  the  land ; 
which,  by  falling  a  little  back  to  the  eaftward, 
forms  a  fhallow  bay,  into  which  we  fleered.  As 
the  breeze  that  had  been  fo  favorable  to  our  pur- 
fuit  fmce  the  preceding  Sunday  died  away,  and 

as 


1792-3  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  23 

as  a  tide  or  current  fet  us  faft  in  Ihore,  we  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  coming  to  an  anchor  in 
39  fathoms  water,  black  fand  and  mud.  The 
latitude  of  this  ftation  was  found  to  be  42°  38', 
longitude  235°  44'.  In  this  fituation,  the  outer- 
moft  rock  of  the  duller  before  mentioned  bore 
by  compafs  S.  16  E.  fix  miles  diftant;  a  re- 
markable black  rock,  the  neareft  Ihore  being  N. 
64  E.  3 1  miles;  a  very  high  black  cliff  refem- 
bling  the  gable  end  of  a  houfe,  N.  1  E. ;  the 
northernmoft  extremity  of  the  main  land,  which 
is  formed  by  low  land  proje&ing  from  the  high 
rocky  coaft  a  confiderable  way  into  the  fea,  and 
terminating  in  a  wedge-like  low  perpendicular 
cliff,  N.  27  W.  This  I  diftinguiftied  by  the 
name  of  Cape  Orford,  in  honor  of  my  much 
refpe&ed  friend  the  noble  Earl  (George)  of  that 
title  :  off  it  lie  feveral  rocky  iflets,  the  outward- 
moft  of  which  bore  N.  38  W. 

Soon  after  we  had  anchored,  a  canoe  was  feen 
paddling  towards  the  fhip ;  and  with  the  greateft 
confidence,  and  without  any  fort  of  invitation, 
came  immediately  alongfide.  During  the  after- 
noon two  others  vifited  the  Difcovery,  and  fome 
repaired  to  the  Chatham,  from  different  parts  of 
the  coaft  in  fight ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  inhabitants  who  are  fettled  along  the  fhores 
of  this  country,  may  probably  have  their  refi- 
dence  in  the  fmall  nooks  that  are  prote&ed  from 
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the  violence  of  the  weftwardly  fwell  by  forne  of 
the  larger  rocky  iflets,  fo  abundantly  fcattered 
along  the  coaft. 

A  pleafing  and  courteous  deportment  diftin- 
guiihed  thefe  people.  Their  countenances  indi- 
cated nothing  ferocious ;  their  features  partook 
rather  of  the  general  European  chara&er  ;  their 
colour  a  light  olive  ;  and  belides  being  punctu- 
ated in  the  fafhion  of  the  South-Sea  iflanders, 
their  fkin  had  many  other  marks,  apparently 
from  injuries  in  their  excurfions  through  the  fo- 
refts,  poffibly,  with  little  or  no  cloathing  that 
could  protect  them  ;  though  fome  of  us  were  of 
opinion  thefe  marks  were  purely  ornamental,  as  is 
the  fafhion  with  the  inhabitants  of  Van  Dieman's 
land.*  Their  ftature  was  under  the  middle  fize; 
none  that  we  faw  exceeding  five  feet  fix  inches 
in  height.  They  were  tolerably  well  limbed, 
though  flender  in  their  perfons  ;  bore  little  or  no 
refemblance  to  the  people  of  Nootka;  nor  did 
they  feem  to  have  the  leaffc  knowledge  of  that 
language.  They  feemed  to  prefer  the  comforts 
of  cleanlinefs  to  the  painting  of  their  bodies  ; 
in  their  ears  and  nofes  they  had  fmall  ornaments 
of  bone,  their  hair,  which  v/as  long  and  black, 
was  clean  and  neatly  combed,  and  generally  tied 
in  a  club  behind ;  though  fome  amongfl  them 
had  their  hair  in  a  club  in  front  alio.    They  were 

*  Vide  Cook's  Jaft  Voyage. 

in 


]  TQ2r\  BOUND  THE  WORLD.  1$ 

dreffed  in  garments  that  nearly  covered  them, 
made  principally  of  the  fkins  of  deer,  bear,  fox, 
and  river  otter ;  one  or  two  cub  fkins  of  the  fea 
otter  were  alfo  obferved  amongft  them.  Their 
canoes,  calculated  to  carry  about  eight  people, 
were  rudely  wrought  out  of  a  fingle  tree ;  their 
fhape  much  refembled  that  of  a  butcher's  tray, 
and  feemed  very  unfit  for  a  fea  voyage  or  any 
diftant  expedition.  They  brought  but  a  few 
trifling  articles  to  barter,  and  they  anxioufly  lb- 
licited  in  exchange  iron  and  beads.  In  this  traf- 
fic they  were  fcrupuloufly  honcft,  particularly  in 
fixing  their  bargain  with  the  firft  bidder;  for, 
if  a  fecond  offered  a  more  valuable  commodity 
for  what  they  had  to  fell,  they  would  not  con- 
fent,  but  made  figns  (which  could  not  be  mif- 
taken,)  that  the  firft  fhouid  pay  the  price  offered 
by  the  fecond,  on  which  the  bargain  would  be 
doled.  They  did  not  entertain  the  leair  idea  of 
accepting  prefents  ;  for  on  my  giving  them  feme 
beads,  medals,  iron,  &c.  they  inffantly  offered 
their  garments  in  return,  and  feemed  much  af~ 
tonifhed,  and  I  believe  not  lefs  pleafed,  that  I 
ehofe  to  decline  them.  The  firft  man,  in  par- 
ticular, gave  me  fome  trouble  to  perfuade  him 
that  he  was  to  retain  both  the  trinkets  and  his 
garment.  ■ 

We  remained  in  this  fituation  until  near  mid- 
night, when  a  light  breeze  fpnnging  up  from 

the 
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the  S.  S.  E.  attended  with  fome  rain  and  dark 
gloomy  weather,  we  weighed  and  flood  to  and 
fro  until  day- light,  Wednefday  the  25th  ;  when 
we  dire&ed  our  courfe  round  the  group  of  rocks 
lying  off  cape  Orford,  comprehending  four  de- 
tached rocky  iflets,  with  feveral  dangerous  funken 
rocks  about  them,  on  which  the  fea  broke  with 
great  violence  ;  the  outermoft  of  thefe  lies  from 
the  Cape  S.  38  W.,  diftant  about  four  miles; 
we  palled  clofe  to  the  breakers  in  foundings  of 
45  fathoms,  black  fandy  bottom.  Cape  Orford, 
which  is  fituated  in  latitude  42°  52/,  longitude 
235°  35',  at  the  extremity  of  a  low  projecting 
tradi  of  land,  forms  a  very  confpicuous  point, 
and  bears  the  fame  appearance  whether  approach- 
ed from  the  north  or  the  fouth.  It  is  covered 
w7ith  wood  as  low  down  as  the  furf  will  permit 
it  to  grow.  The  fpace  between  the  woods  and 
the  wafh  of  the  fea,  feemed  compofcd  of  black 
craggy  rocks,  and  may  from  the  malt  head  be 
feen  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight  leagues  > 
but  I  fhould  fuppofe  not  much  further.  Some 
of  us  were  of  opinion  that  this  was  the  cape 
Blanco  of  Martin  D'Aguilar  ;  its  latitude,  how- 
ever, differed  greatly  from  that  in  which  cape 
Blanco  h  placed  by  that  navigator ;  and  its  dark 
appearance,  which  might  poffibly  be  occafioned 
by  the  hazineis  of  weather,  did  not  fcem  to 
intitle  it  to  the  appellation  of  cape  Blanco.  North 

of 
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of  this  cape,  the  coafl  takes  a  direction  about 
N.  13  E. ;  and  fouth  of  it  towards  Point  St- 
George,  S.  1 8  E. 

The  rocky  iflets  which  we  had  fecn  in  fbch 
numbers  along  the  fhore,  ceafed  to  exiit  about  a 
league  to  the  north  of  cape  Orford ;  and  in  their 
ffcead,  an  almoft  ftraight  fandy  beach  prefented 
itfelf,  with  land  behind  gradually  rifing  to  a  mo- 
derate height  near  the  coait ;  but  the  interior 
wras  confiderably  elevated,  and  much  diversified 
both  by  its  eminences  and  productions,  being 
generally  well  wrooded,  though  frequently  inter- 
rupted with  intervals  of  clear  fpots,  which  gave 
it  fome  refemblance  to  a  country  in  an  advanced 
flate  of  cultivation. 

The  weather  having  become  more  clear  and 
pleafant  at  noon,  cape  Orford  was  vifible  aftern 
nearly  in  the  horizon,  bearing  by  compafs  S.  ]  1 
E.  five  leagues  diftant ;  the  nearcft  lhore  about 
a  league  diftant  eaft ;  a  fmail  projecting  point, 
forming  the  north  point  of  a  fmall  cove  off  which 
lie  five  detached  rocks,  N.  23  E.,  diitance  feven 
miles  ;  and  the  northernmofc  land  in  fight,  which. 
I  confidered  to  be  cape  Blanco,  N.  2  E.  ;  the 
obferved  latitude  was  43°  t)7 ;  longitude  235°  -42'; 
and  the  variation  16°  eaflwardly. 

Having  now  a  fine  gale  from  the  S.  3.  W. 
with  ferene  and  pleafant  weather,  we  ranged 
along  the  coaft  at  the  diftanee  of  about  a  league, 

In 
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In  hopes  of  determining  the  exiftence  or  non- 
exiftence  of  the  extenfive  river  or  ftraits,  aflerted 
to  have  been  difcovered  by  Martin  D'Aguilar. 
About  three  in  the  afternoon  we  paffed  within  a 
league  of  the  cape  above-mentioned;   and  at 
about  half  that  diftance  from  fome  breakers  that 
lie  to  the  weftward  of  it.    This  cape,  though 
not  fo  projecting  a  point  as  cape  Orford,  is  ne- 
verthelcfs  a  confpicuous  one,  particularly  when 
feen  from  the  north,  being  formed  by  a  round 
hill  on  high  perpendicular  cliffs,  fome  of  which 
are  white,  a  confiderable  height  from  the  level 
of  the  fea.    Above  thefe  cliffs  it  is  tolerably  well 
wooded,  and  is  connected  to  the  main  land,  by 
land  considerably  lower.  In  this  refpedi  it  feemed 
exactly  to  anfwer  Captain  Cook's  defcription  of 
cape  Gregory  ;  though  its  fituation  did  not  ap- 
pear to  correfpond  with  that  affigned  to  cape 
Gregory  by  that  navigator;  our  obfervations  plac- 
ing it  in  latitude  43°  237;  longitude  235°  50'; 
whence  the  coaft  tends  N.  21  E.     About  a 
league  north  of  the  pitch  of  the  cape,  the  rocky 
cliffs  compofmg  it  terminate,  and  a  compact 
white  fandy  beach  commences,  which  extends 
along  the  coaft  eight  leagues,  without  forming 
anv  vifible  projecting  point  or  head  land.  We 
failed  along  this  beach  at  a  diftance  of  from 
three  to  five  miles,  and  had  there  been  any  pro- 
jecting point  .or  inlet  in  it,  neither  could  have 
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cfcaped  our  obfervation.  This  induced  me  to 
confider  the  above  point  as  the  cape  Gregory  of 
Captain  Cook,  with  a  probability  of  its  being 
alio  the  cape  Blanco  of  D'Aguiiar,  if  the  latter 
ever  faw  land  hereabouts.  The  difference  in  la- 
titude between  our  computation  and  that  of 
Captain  Cook  was  ft ;  our  obfervations  placing 
the  cape  that  diilance  farther  fouth.  This  might 
poffibly  have  been  occafioned  by  the  tempeftu- 
tuous  weather  with  VrHich  the  Refolution  and 
Difcovery  contended  when  off  this  coaff,  pre- 
venting the  pofition  of  the  feveral  head  lands 
being  then  ascertained  w7ith  that  accuracy  which 
the  fair  winds  and  pleafant  weather  have  enabled 
us  to  affign  to  them.  The  land  feen  to  the  fouth 
of  cape  Gregory  by  Captain  Cook,  and  by  him 
confidered  as  anfvvering  nearly  to  the  fituation  of 
cape  Blanco,  muff  have  been  fome  of  the  inland 
mountains,  which  to  the  fouth  of  cape  Gregory 
rife  to  a  great  height ;  whilft  the  land  near  the 
fea  fhore,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
cape  Orford,  was  much  too  low  to  have  been 
feen  at  the  diffance  which  Captain  Cook  wras  at 
that  time  from  it ;  and  it  is  fair  to  prefume,  that 
the  exceffive  bad  weather  led  Captain  Cook  and 
his  officers  to  confider  the  extremely  white  fand 
on  the  fea  fhore  and  on  the  hills  to  be  fnow. 
With  us  it  put  on  the  fame  appearance,  except- 
ing where  it  was  interrupted  by  the  clumps  of 

trees, 
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frees,  and  until  it  was  intirely  loft  in  the  forefL 
There  could  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  miftaken 
in  winter  for  fnow;  but  as  the  general  tempera- 
ture of  the  thermometer  fince  our  arrival  on  the 
coaft  had  been  at  59  and  60,  the  error  of  fuch 
conclufion  was  fufficiently  manifefted. 

The  night  was  fpent  as  before ;  and  in  the 
morning  of  Thurfday  the  20th,  we  failed  along  the 
coaft,  which  extended  from  S.  E.  by  S.  to  N.  $ 
E. ;  the  land  we  hauled  off  from  the  preceding 
evening,  S.  40  E.  four  or  five  leagues ;  and  the 
neareft  fhore  eaft,  fix  or  feven  miles  diftant.  A 
confiderable  increafe  in  the  wind  from  the  S.  W. 
with  appearances  of  a  threatening  nature,  made 
me  confider  it  not  prudent  to  venture  nearer 
than  within  two  or  three  leagues  of  the  fhore  ; 
which  being  greatly  obfeured  by  the  hazinefs  of 
the  atmofphere,  prevented  our  feeing  much  of 
the  inland  country.    W e  loft  fight  again  of  the 
fandy  beaches  and  low7  fhores,  and  in  lieu  of  them 
we  were  prefentcd  with  a  ftraight  and  compaft 
coaft,   compofed  of  fteep  craggy  rocky  cliffs, 
nearly  perpendicular  to  the  fea,  with  a  retired 
mountainous  country  much  broken,  and  forming 
a  great  variety  of  deep  chafms ;  the  whole  but 
thinly  covered  with  wood.    At  eight  we  paffed 
the  only  projecting  point  from  cape  Gregory, 
It  is  a  high  rocky  bluff,  nearly  perpendicular  to 
the  fea ;  againft  it  the  billows,  that  now  ran 

very 
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very  high,  broke  with  immenfe  violence.  This 
promontory  I  confidered  to  he  that  which  Cap- 
tain Cook  calls  cape  Perpetua ;  our  obfervations 
placing  it  in  latitude  44°  12',  longitude  236°  5'. 
From  hence  the  coaft  takes  a  north  direction, 
which  we  ranged  along  at  the  diftance  of  about 
three  leagues  from  the  fhore,  until  towards  noon; 
when  having  nearly  reached  the  northern  extent 
of  the  coaft  hereabout  feen  by  Captain  Cook, 
and  the  gale  ftill  increafmg,  we  clofe-reefed  the 
topfails  and  hauled  off  flicre,  until  the  weather 
Ihould  prove  more  favorable  to  the  examination 
of  an  unknown  coaft.  Cape  Foul  weather  at  this 
time  bore  by  corn  pais  IN.  42  E.  three  or  four 
leagues  diftant,  and  the  coaft  indiftin&ly  feen, 
from  N.  by  E.  to  S.  E.  by  S.  The  obferved  la  - 
titude  44°  42',  longitude  225°  5  3',  and  the  vari- 
ation 1  8°  eaftwardly. 

The  gale  having  a  little  abated,  veered  to  the 
fouth ;  and  the  haze  clearing  away  from  the 
land,  we  again  purfued  our  route,  and  in  the 
afternoon  patTed  cape  Foulweather,  which  is  a 
confpicuous  promontory,  almoft  as  Angular  in  its 
appearance  as  any  we  had  feen  along  the  coaft. 
A  high  round  bluff  point  projedte  abruptly  into 
the  fea ;  a  remarkable  table  hill  is  fituated  to  the 
north,  and  a  lower  round  bluff  to  the  fouth  of 
it.  Our  obfervations  placed  this  cape  in  latitude 
44°  49/,  longitude  236°  4'. 

From 
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From  cape  Foulweather  the  coaft  takes  a  di- 
re d*  ion  a  little  tp  the  eaftward  of  north,  and  is 
nearly  a  ftVatght  and  compact  fhore,  confiderably 
elevated,  and  in  general  fteep  to  the  fea.  The 
face  of  the  country  is  much  chequered,  in  feme 
places  covered  with  a  pleafmg  verdure,  in  others 
occupied  by  barren  rocks  and  fand  j  but  in  none 
very  thickly  wooded. 

Sun-fet  brought  us  In  fight  of  that  part  of  the 
coaft  which  had  been  feen  by  Mr.  Meares ;  its 
northern  extremity  in  fight  bore  by  compafs 
N.  |  W.  ;  cape  Look-out  N.  10  E. ;  the  nearcft 
Ihore  N.  34  E.  about  a  league  diftant.  This, 
being  a  remarkably  fteep  bluff  cliff,  flattered  us 
for  fome  time  with  an  appearance  like  the  en- 
trance of  an  harbour  ;  but  on  a  nearer  approach 
the  deception  was  found  to  have  been  occasioned 
by  the  low  land  to  the  north  of  the  bluff  form- 
ing a  very  (hallow  open  bay  ;  the  fouthernmoft 
land  in  fight  bore  S.  S.  E.  ;  in  this  fituation  we 
had  50  fathoms  of  water,  black  fandy  bottom. 

The  night,  which  was  tolerably  fair,  was  fpent 
as  ufual  in  preferving  ourftation  until  day-light, 
Friday  the  27th,  when  we  purfued  our  examina- 
tion along  the  coaft  with  a  favourable  breeze, 
attended  with  fome  paffing  fhowers.  Cape 
Look-out  then  bore  by  compafs  eaft,  about  two 
leagues  diftant.  This  Cape  forms  only  a  fmall 
projecting  point,  yet  it  is  remarkable  for  the  four 
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rocks  which  lie  off  from  it :  one  of  which  is  per- 
forated, as  defcribed  by  Mr.  Meares  ;  and  except- 
ing a  rock  paffed  the  preceding  afternoon,  thefe 
were  the  firft  we  had  feen  north  of  cape  Gregory. 

From  cape  Look-out,  which  is  fituated  in  la- 
titude 45°  32',  longitude  236°  1 1',  the  coaft  takes 
a  direction  about  N.  8.  W.  and  is  pleafingly  di- 
verfified  with  eminences  and  fmall  hills  near  the 
fea  fliore,  in  which  are  fome  fhallow  fandy  bays, 
with  a  few  detached  rocks  lying  about  a  mile 
from  the  land.  The  more  inland  country  is  con- 
fiderably  elevated  ;  the  mountains  ftretch  towards 
the  fea,  and  at  a  diftance  appeared  to  form  many 
inlets  and  projecting  points  ;  but  the  fandy  beach 
that  continued  along  the  coaft  renders  it  a  corn- 
pad:  fhore,  now  and  then  interrupted  by  perpen- 
dicular rocky  cliffs,  on  which  the  furf  breaks  vio- 
lently. This  mountainous  inland  country  extends 
about  10  leagues  to  the  north  from  cape  Look- 
out, where  it  defcends  fuddenly  to  a  moderate 
height ;  and  had  it  been  deftitute  of  its  timber, 
which  feemed  of  confiderable  magnitude  and  to 
compofe  an  intire  foreft,  it  might  be  deemed 
low  land.  Noon  brought  us  up  with  a  very  con- 
fpicuous  point  of  land  compofed  of  a  clufter  of 
hummocks,  moderately  high,  and  projecting  into 
the  fea  from  the  low  land  before  mentioned. 
Thefe  hummocks  are  barren,  and  fteep  near  the 
fea,  but  their  tops  are  thinly  covered  with  wood* 

Vol. II.  D  On 
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On  the  fouth  fide  of  this  promontory  was  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  inlet,  or  fmall  river,  the  land  be- 
hind not  indicating  it  to  be  of  any  great  extent ; 
nor  did  it  feem  acceffible  for  veflels  of  our  bur- 
then, as  the  breakers  extended  from  the  above 
point  two  or  three  miles  into  the  ocean,  until 
they  joined  thofe  on  the  beach  nearly  four  leagues 
further  fouth.  On  reference  to  Mr.  Meares's  de- 
fcription  of  the  coaft  fouth  of  this  promontory, 
I  was  at  firft  induced  to  believe  it  to  be  cape 
.Shoal water,  but  on  afcertaining  its  latitude,  I  pre- 
fumed  it  to  be  that  which  he  calls  cape  Difap- 
.pointment ;  and  the  opening  to  the  fouth  of  it, 
Deception  , bay.  This  cape  was  found  to  be  in 
latitude  40°  1Q7,  longitude  230°  &. 

The  fea  had  now  changed  from  its  natural,  to 
river  coloured  water ;  the  probable  confequence 
of  fome  ft  reams  falling  into  the  bay,  or  into  the 
ocean  to  the  north  of  it,  through  the  low  land. 
Not  confidering  this  opening  worthy  of  more  at- 
tention, I  continued  our  purfuit  to  the  N.  W. 
being  defirous  to  embrace  the  advantages  of  the 
prevailing  breeze  and  pleafant  weather,  fo  favor- 
able to  our  examination  of  the  coaft,  which  now 
took  a  direction  N.  12  W.  ;  the  latitude  at  this 
time  w7as  40°  14/ ;  longitude  280°  1  |y ;  and  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  18°  eaftwardly.  In  this 
fituation  we  had  foundings  at  the  depth  of  33 
fathoms,  black  fandy  bottom ;  the  northernmoft 

land 
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land  feen  from  the  deck  bore  by  compafs  north ; 
the  promontory  of  cape  Difappointment,  from 
N.  14  E.  to  N.  32  E. ;  this,  the  neareft  ftiore, 
was  about  two  leagues  diftant ;  and  the  fouthem- 
moft  land  in  fight  bore  S.  E.  by  S. 

The  country  before  us  prefented  a  moft  luxu- 
riant landfcape,  and  was  probably  not  a  little 
heightened  in  beauty  by  the  weather  that  pre- 
vailed. The  more  interior  parts  were  fomewhat 
elevated,  and  agreeably  diverfified  with  hills, 
from  which  it  gradually  defcended  to  the  fhore, 
and  terminated  in  a  fandy  beach.  The  whole  had 
the  appearance  of  a  continued  fbreft  extending 
as  far  north  as  the  eye  could  reach,  which  made 
me  very  folicitous  to  find  a  port  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  country  preferring  fo  delightful  a  profpe£fc 
of  fertility  ;  our  attention  was  therefore  earneffcly 
directed  to  this  objed,  but  the  fandy  beach 
bounded  by  breakers  extending  three  or  four  miles 
into  the  lea,  feemcd  to  be  completely  inacceffible 
until  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  tolerably  good  bay  prefented  itfelf. 
For  this  we  {leered,  in  the  hope  of  finding  a  di- 
vifion  in  the  reef,  through  which,  fliould  admit- 
tance be  gained,  there  was  great  reafon  to  ex- 
pert a  well  fheltered  anchorage ;  but  on  ap- 
proaching within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  break- 
ers, we  found  them  produced  by  a  compact  reef, 
extending  from  a  low  projecting  point  of  land 
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along  the  fhores  to  the  fouthward,  until  they 
joined  the  beach  to  the  north  of  cape  Difap- 
pointment.  This  projecting  point  is  fomewhat 
more  elevated  than  the  reft  of  the  coaft,  and  is 
fituated  in  latitude  40°  40'';  longitude  23 0°.  Not 
a  little  difappointed,  we  refumed  our  route  along 
the  fhores  of  this  pleafant  country.  The  pro- 
jecting point,  at  fix,  bore  compafs  N.  10  E. ;  the 
centre  of  the  bay,  and  the  neareft  part  of  the  reef 
in  a  line  N.  t)Q  E.  ;  diftant  from  the  former  about 
feven,  and  from  the  latter,  about  three  miles.  Im- 
mediately within  the  point,  the  interior  country 
is  more  elevated  than  to  the  north  or  fouth  of  it; 
rifing  in  gradual  afcent  to  land  of  a  moderate 
height.  In  refpe6t  of  latitude,  this  point  an- 
fwered  nearly  to  Mr.  Meares's  cape  Shoalwater ; 
but,  from  his  defcription  of  the  adjacent  coun- 
try, it  fhould  rather  appear  to  be  his  Low  Point ; 
and  the  bay  we  endeavoured  to  enter  to  the  fouth 
of  it,  Shoalwater  bay  ;  as  in  it  there  appeared 
two  openings,  the  one  taking  a  northerly,  and 
-the  other  an  eaftwardly  direction.  Mr.  Meares 
like  wife  ftates,  "  that,  with  their  glafTes,  they 
traced  the  line  of  the  coaft  to  the  fouth  of  cape 
Shoalwater,  which  prefented  no  opening  that 
promifed  like  an  harbour;"  thofe  to  the  fouth 
of  both  thefe  points  flattered  our  expectations, 
until  the  breakers,  extending  acrofseach  of  them, 
gave  us  reafon  to  confider  them  inacceffible7  and 
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unworthy  any  lofs  of  time  whilft  accompanied 
by  fo  favorable  a  breeze.  At  fun-fet  we  again 
fhortened  fail,  -  and  as  ufual  hauled  our  wind  to 
preferve  our  ftation  until  morning.  Our  found- 
ings were  from  24  to  43  fathoms,  dark  brown 
fandy  bottom-  It  was  calm  for  a  few  hours  dur- 
ing the  evening  and  night,  attended  with  a  heavy 
fall  of  rain. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday  28th,  at  4  o'clock, 
with  a  light  breeze  at  E.  S.  E.  we  again  fteered  in 
for  the  land,  and  found  that  we  had  been  materi- 
ally affected  by  a  northern  current.  The  land  we 
had  been  abreaft  of  the  preceding  evening,  now 
bore  by  compafs  S.  E.  fix  or  feven  leagues  diftant ; 
and  the  coaffc  to  the  north  of  it  ftill  continuing  to 
appear  a  ftraight  and  compact  fhore,  I  did  not 
attempt  gaining  a  nearer  view,  but  palled  on  to 
the  northward,  keeping  at  about  a  league  from 
the  land  which  now  took  an  aim  oft  north  direc- 
tion, to  a  point  that,  after  the  Right  Honorable 
Lord  Grenville,  I  named  Point  Grenville, 
fituated  in  latitude  4/°  22',  longitude  235°  581/; 
whence  the  coaft  tends  N.  N.  W.  •  Lying  off 
point  Grenville  are  three  fmall  rocky  iflets,  one 
of  which,  like  that  at  cape  Look-out,  is  perfo- 
rated. 

From  hence,  as  we  proceeded  to  the  north,  the 
coaft  began  to  increafe  regularly  in  height,  and 
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the  inland  country,  behind  the  low  land  border- 
ing on  the  fea  fhore,  acquired  a  confiderable  de- 
gree of  elevation.  The  fhores  we  paffed  this 
morning,  differed  in  fome  refpe&s  from  thofe  we 
had  hitherto  feen.  They  were  compofed  of  low 
cliffs  rifing  perpendicularly  from  a  beach  of  fand 
or  fmgdl  ftones  ;  had  many  detached  rocks  of  va- 
rious romantic  forms,  lying  at  the  diftance  pf 
about  a  mile,  with  regular  foundings,  between 
l6  and  1Q  fathoms,  foft  fandy  bottom.  Noon 
brought  us  in  fight  of  land,  which  was  conft- 
dered  to  be  that  named  by  Mr.  Barclay,  Deft  ruc- 
tion ifland ;  bearing  by  compafs  from  N.  1 4  W. 
toN.  17W.  ;  the  fouthernmoft  land  in  fight, 
S.  53  E. ;  the  northernmoft  N.  36  W. ;  and  the 
neareft  fhore  N.  65  E.  at  the  diftance  of  about 
four  miles  ;  in  this  fituation  our  obferved  lati- 
tude was  47°  30',  longitude  235°  4Q',  and  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  1 8°  eaftwardly. 

Jn  the  afternoon  the  wind  we  had  been  fo  hap- 
pily favored  with  died  away,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  calms  and  light  variable  breezes.  Thefe,  with 
a  current  or  tide  fetting  rapidly  in  fhore,  obliged 
us  to  anchor  in  21  fathoms,  on  a  bottom  of  foft 
fand  and  mud  :  the  coaft,  which  now  formed  a 
ftraight  and  compact  fhore,  bore  by  compafs  from 
N.  30  W.  to  S.  49  E.  ;  the  neareft  part  of  the 
main  land,  eaft,  about  five  miles ;  Deftrudion 
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ifland  being  the  neareft  land  N.  5  E.  to  N.  5  W. 
about  a  league  diftant,  fomc  breakers  extending 
from  its  north  point  N.  8  W. 

This  ifland  isfituated  in  latitude  47°  37f;  lon- 
gitude 265°  4Q1 ;  and  is,  by  far,  the  largeft  de- 
tached land  yet  obferved  on  the  coalt.  It  is  about 
a  league  in  circuit,  low,  and  nearly  flat  on  the 
top,  prefenting  a  very  barren  afpe£t,  and  produc- 
ing only  one  or  two  dwarf  trees  at  each  end.  A 
canoe  or  two  were  feen  paddling  near  the  ifland. 
It  was  a  fact  not  lefs  fingular  than  worthy  obfer- 
vation,  that,  on  the  whole  extenfive  coal!  of  New 
Albion,  and  more  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of 
thofe  fertile  and  delightful  fhores  we  had  lately 
palled,  wre  had  not,  excepting  to  the  fbuthward 
of  cape  Orford  and  at  this  place,  feen  any  in- 
habitants, or  met  with  any  circumftances,  that 
in  the  moll  diltant  manner  indicated  a  probabi- 
lity of  the  country  being  inhabited. 

Notwithstanding  the  ferenity  and  pleafantnefs 
of  the  weather,  our  voyage  was  rendered  excef- 
fively  irkfome  by  the  want  of  wind  ;  our  progrefs 
was  flow,  and  our  curiofity  was  much  excited  to 
explore  the  promifed  expanfive  mediterranean 
ocean,  which,  by  various  accounts,  is  faid  to  have 
exiftence  in  thefe  regions.    The  feveral  laree  ri- 

o  o 

vers  and  capacious  inlets  that  have  been  de- 
fcribed  as  difcharging  their  contents  into  the  pa- 
cific, between  the  40th  and  48th  degree  of  north 
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latitude,  were  reduced  to  brooks  jnfufficient  for 
our  veffels  to  navigate,  or  to  b^ys,  inapplicable 
as  harbours,  for  refitting  ;  excepting  that  one  of 
which  Mr,  Dalrymple  informs  us,  that  "  it  is 
*J  alledged  that  the  Spaniards  have  recently  found 
?/  an  entrance  in  the  latitude  of  47°  45'  north, 
which  in  27  days  courfe  brought  them  to  the 
1'  vicinity  of  Hudfon's  bay  ;  this  latitude  exadtly 
"  correfponds  to  the  ancient  relation  of  John  De 
'i  Fuca,  the  Greek  pilot,  in  1592."*  This  inlet 
could  be  now  only  ten  miles  from  us ;  and  ano- 
ther that  had  been  vifited  by  Mr.  Meares  and 
other  traders  on  the  coafi,  was  not  more  than  20 
leagpes  diftant.  We  had  been  extremely  fortu- 
nate in  the  favorable  winds  that  had  attended 
ms  along  this  coaft,  and  their  abfence  at  this  junc- 
ture made  us  impatient  for  their  return*  Our 
anxiety  was,  however,  of  no  long  duration ;  as 
by  three  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  the  29th, 
we  wrere  indulged  with  a  pleafant  breeze,  with 
which  at  day-light  we  weighed  and  flood  along 
the  fhore  to  the  N.  \V.  Whilft  at  anchor  we 
found  a  copftant  current,  without  intermiffion, 
fetting  in  the  line  of  the  coaft  to  the  northward, 
at  an  uniform  rate  of  near  half  a  league  per  hour. 
Since  we  had  paffed  cape  Orford,  we  had  been 
regularly  tjius  affected,  and  carried  further  to  the 

*  Vide  Mr.  Dalrymple *s  plan  for  promoting  the  fur  trade,  &-c. 
j).  21,  1789.  •  > 
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north  by  ten  or  twelve  miles  per  day  than  we  ex- 
pected. 

At  four  o'clock,  a  fail  was  difcovered  to  the 
weftward  ftanding  in  ihore.  This  was  a  very 
great  novelty,  not  having  feen  any  veffel  but  our 
confort,  during  the  laft  eight  months.  She  foon 
hoiffced  American  colours,  and  fired  a  gun  to  lee- 
ward. At  fix  we  fpoke  her.  She  proved  to  be 
the  fliip  Columbia,  commanded  by  Mr.  Robert 
Gray,  belonging  to  Bofton,  whence  ihe  had 
been  abfent  nineteen  months.  Having  little 
doubt  of  his  being  the  fame  pcrfon  who  had  for- 
merly commanded  the  Hoop  Wafhington,  I  de- 
fired  he  would  bring  to,  and  fent  Mr.  Puget  and 
Mr.  Menzies  on  board  to  acquire  fuch  informa- 
tion as  might  be  ferviceable  in  our  future  opera- 
tions. 

The  moft  remarkable  mountain  we  had  feen 
on  the  coaft  of  New  Albion,  now  prefented  it- 
felf.  Its  fummit,  covered  with  eternal  fnow, 
was  divided  into  a  very  elegant  double  fork,  and 
rofe  confpicuonfly  from  a  bafe  of  lofty .  moun- 
tains clothed  in  the  fame  manner,  which  de- 
fcended  gradually  to  hills  of  a  moderate  height, 
and  terminated  like  that  we  had  feen  the  pre- 
ceding day,  in  low  cliffs  falling  perpendicularly 
on  a  fandy  beach ;  off  which  were  fcattered 
many  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  of  various  forms  and 
fizes.    This  was  generally  confidered,  though  it 

was 
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was  not  confirmed  by  its  latitude,  to  be  the 
mount  Olympus  of  Mr.  Meares ;  it  being  the 
only  confpicuous  mountain  we  had  obferved  on 
the  part  of  the  coaft  he  had  vifited.  Mount 
Olympus  is  placed  in  latitude  47°  10';  whereas 
our  latitude  now  was  47°  387:  and  as  this  moun- 
tain bore  N.  55  E.  it  mult  confequently  be  to  the 
north  of  us  ;  although  we  were  unable  to  deter- 
mine its  precife  fituation,  by  the  thick  hazy  wea- 
ther which  iliortly  fucceeded. 

On  the  return  of  the  boat,  we  found  our  con- 
jectures ha.d  not  been  ill  grounded,  that  this  was 
the  fame  gentleman  who  had  commanded  the 
floop  Wafhington  at  the  time,  we  are  informed, 
fhe  had  made  a  very  fingular  voyage  behind 
Nootka.  It  was  not  a  little  remarkable  that,  on 
our  approach  to  the  entrance  of  this  inland  fea, 
we  fhould  fall  in  with  the  identical  perfon  who, 
it  had  been  ftated,  had  failed  through  it.  His 
relation,  however,  differed  very  materially  from 
that  published  in  England.  It  is  not  pofiible  to 
conceive  any  one  to  be  more  aftonifhed  than  was 
Mr.  Gray,  on  his  being  made  acquainted,  that 
his  authority  had  been  quoted,  and  the  track 
pointed  out  that  he  had  been  faid  to  have  made 
in  the  floop  Wafhington.  In  contradiction  to 
which,  he  allured  the  officers,  that  he  had  pe- 
netrated only  5:0  miles  into  the  ftraits  in  ques- 
tion, in  an  E,  S.  E.  direction ;  that  he  found  the 
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paffage  five  leagues  wide ;  and  that  he  underftood 
from  the  natives,  that  the  opening  extended  a 
confiderable  diftance  to  the  northward  ;  that  this 
was  all  the  information  he  had  acquired  refpecft- 
ing  this  inland  fea,  and  that  he  returned  into  the 
ocean  by  the  fame  way  he  had  entered.  The 
inlet  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  that  De  Fuca 
had  difcovered,  which  opinion  feemed  to  be  uni- 
verfally  received  by  all  the  modern  vifiters.  He 
like  wife  informed  them  of  his  having  been  off  the 
mouth  of  a  river  in  the  latitude  of  46°  lo',  wher$ 
the  outfet,  or  reflux,  was  fo  ftrong  as  to  prevent 
his  entering  for  nine  days.  This  was,  probably, 
the  opening  paffed  by  us  on  the  forenoon  of 
the  2/th  ;  and  was,  apparently,  inacceffible,  not 
from  the  current,  but  from  the  breakers  that  ex- 
tended acrofs  it.  He  had  alfo  entered  another 
inlet  to  the  northward,  in  latitude  54|°;  in 
which  he  had  failed  to  the  latitude  of  50°,  with- 
out difcovering  its  termination.  The  fouth  point 
of  entrance  into  De  Fuca's  ftraits  he  ftated  to  be 
in  48°  24',  and  conceived  our  diftance  from  it  to 
be  about  eight  leagues.  The  laft  winter  he  had 
fpent  in  port  Cox,  or,  as  the  natives  call  it,  Ciayo- 
quot,  from  whence  he  had  failed  but  a  few^  days. 
During  the  winter  he  had  built  a  fmall  veffel,  in 
which  he  had  difpatched  a  mate  and  ten  men 
to  barter  for  furs  on  Queen  Charlotte's  iflands, 
and  was  himfelf  now  commencing  his  fummer's 
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trade  along  the  coaft  to  the  Southward.  Whilft 
he  remained  at  Clayoquot,  Wicanantjii,  the  chief 
of  that  diftri6t,  had  concerted  a  plan  to  capture 
his  fliip,  by  bribing  a  native  of  Owhyhee,  whom 
Mr.  Gray  had  with  him,  to  wet  the  priming  of 
all  the  fire-arms  on  board,  which  were  conftantly 
kept  loaded ;  upon  which  the  chief  would  eafily 
have  overpowered  the  ihip's  crew,  by  a  number 
of  daring  Indians  who  were  affembled  for  that 
purpofe.  This  project  w7as  happily  difcovered, 
and  the  Americans  being  on  their  guard  the  fatal 
effects  of  the  enterprize  were  prevented. 

Having  obtained  this  information,  our  courfe 
was  again  directed  along  the  coaft  to  the  north- 
ward. It  continued  to  increafe  in  height  as  we 
advanced,  with  numberlefs  detached  rocky  iflets, 
amongft  which  were  many  funken  rocks,  extend- 
ing in  fome  places  a  league  from  the  fhore.  As 
we  pafTed  the  outermoft  of  thefe  rocks  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  mile,  we  plainly  diftinguillied  the 
fouth  point  of  entrance  into  De  Fuca's  ftraits, 
bearing  by  compafs  N.  8  W. :  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  ftraits,  though  indiftinctly  feen  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  haze,  plainly  indicated  an  opening 
of  confiderable  extent.  The  thick  rainy  weather 
permitted  us  to  fee  little  of  the  country,  yet  we 
were  enabled  to  afcertain  that  this  coaft,  like  that 
which  we  had  hitherto  explored  from  cape  Men- 
docino, was  firm  and  compadt,  without  any  open- 
ing 
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ing  into  the  mediterranean  fea,  as  ftated  in  lati- 
tude 47°  45';  or  the  leaft  appearance  of  a  fafe  or 
fecure  harbour,  either  in  that  latitude,  or,  from 
it  fouthward  to  cape  Mendocino  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  that,  in  that  fpace,  geographers  have  thought 
it  expedient  to  furnilli  many.  Thofe,  however, 
who  from  fuch  ideal  reports  may  be  induced  to 
navigate,  in  the  confidence  of  meeting  fuch  reforts 
for  fhelter  or  refrefhment,  will,  it  is  greatly  to  be 
apprehended,  be  led  into  confiderable  error,  and 
experience  like  myfelf  no  fmall  degree  of  mor- 
tification. 

We  now  faw  feveral  villages  fcattercd  along 
the  fhore,  whofe  inhabitants  came  off  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  as  we  fuppofed,  of  trading  ;  as  the  Colum- 
bia brought  to  for  a  fhort  time,  and  again  made 
all  the  fail  (lie  could  after  us  ;  which  led  us  to 
conjecture,  that  Mr.  Gray  had  not  been  perfectly 
fatisfled  with  the  account  given  by  our  officers, 
and  fufpe&ed  that  our  object  was  of  a  commer- 
cial nature  like  his  own,  as  he  had  informed  our 
gentlemen  that  he  was  immediately  going  a  con- 
fiderable way  to  the  fouthward.  We  were,  at 
this  time,  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  fhore  ; 
the  wind  blew  a  frefh  gale,  attended  with  thick 
rainy  weather  from  the  E.  S.  E.  But  as  it  was 
favourable  for  entering  this  inlet,  we  were  eager 
to  embrace  the  opportunity  it  afforded,  and  fhor- 
tened  fail  that  the  Chatham  might  take  the  lead. 

About 
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About  noon,    we  reached  its  iouth  entrance, 
which  I  underftand  the  natives  diftlnguifh  by  the 
name  of  Claflet*;  it  is  a  projecting  and  confpi- 
cuous  promontory ;  and  bore,  by  compafs,  from 
N.  56  E.  to  N.  39  E.  diftant  from  its  neareft  part 
about  two  miles.    Tatooche's  ifiand,  united  to 
the  promontory  by  a  ledge  of  rocks  over  which 
the  fea  violently  breaks,  bore  from  N.  1 7  E.  to 
N.  30  E, ;  and  the  rock  lying  off  the  ifiand,  as 
defcribed  by  Mr.  Duncan  in  his  excellent  fketch 
of  the  entrance  into  this  inlet,  N.  14  E.  -  In  the 
latitude,  however,  there  appears  to  be  an  error  of 
ten  miles;  which,  from  Mr.  Duncan's  accuracy 
in  other  refpe&s,  I  was  induced  to  attribute  to 
the  prefs.    The  fouth  entrance  is  by  him  ftated 
to  be  in  48°  37';  whereas,  by  our  run,  and  mak- 
ing every  allowance,  we  could  not  place  it  fo  far 
north  as  Mr.  Gray.    No  great  violence  of  tide 
was  experienced ;  nor  did  we  obferve  the  Pin- 
nacle rock,  as  reprefented  by  Mr.  Meares  and  Mr, 
Dalrymple,  in  order  to  identify  thefe  as  De  Fuca's 
ftraits,  or  any  other  rock  more  confpicuous  than 
thoufands  along  the  coaft,  varying  in  form  and 
fize  ;  fome  conical,  others  with  flat  fides,  flat  tops, 
and  almoft  every  other  fhape  that  can  be  figured 
by  the  imagination. 

We  followed  the  Chatham  between  Tatooche's 
ifland  and  the  rock,  hauling  to  the  eaftward  along 

*  Cape  Flattery.  . 
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the  fouthern  lliore  of  the  fuppofed  ftraits  of  De 
Fuca.  This  rock,  which  rifes  juft  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  and  over  which  the  furf  breaks 
with  great  violence,  I  called  Hock  Duncan, 
in  commemoration  of  that  gentleman's  difcovery. 
It  is  fituated,  as  he  reprefents,  about  N.  20  E. 
nearly  half  a  league  from  Tatooche's  ifland;  form- 
ing a  paffage,  to  all  appearance,  perfectly  clear. 
The  ifland  of  Tatooche  is  of  an  oblong  Jliape, 
lying  nearly  in  a  N.  W.  ^and  S.  E.  direction, 
about  half  a  league  in  circuit,  bearing  a  verdant 
and  fertile  appearance,  without  any  trees.  On 
the  eaft  fide  is  a  cove  which  nearly  divides  the 
ifland  into  two  parts  ;  the  upper  part  of  the  cliff 
in  the  centre  of  the  cove^  had  the  appearance  of 
having  been  feparated  by  art  for  the  protection 
or  conveniency  of  the  village  there  fituated  ;  and 
has  a  communication  from  cliff  to  cliff  above 
the  houfes  of  the  village  by  a  bridge  or  caufeway, 
over  which  the  inhabitants  were  feen  pafiing  and 
repaffing.  On  the  beach  were  feen  feveral  ca- 
noes, and  fome  of  them  would  moll  probably 
have  vifited  us,  had  we  thought  proper  to  fhorten 
fail.  This  promontory,  though  not  greatly  ele- 
vated, rifes  very  abruptly  from  the  fca  in  fteep 
barren  cliffs  ;  above  thefe  it  feems  well  wooded  ; 
but  the  badnefs  of  the  weather  that  obfeured  the 
adjacent  country,  prevented  alfo  our  afcertaining 
its  fituation.  From  the  north- weft  part  of  Ta- 
tooche^ 
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tooche's  ifland,  which  bears  from  the  north  point 
of  the  promontory  of  Clailet  N.  7Q  W.  diftant 
about  two  miles,  the  exterior  coaft  takes  a  direc- 
tion nearly  fouth  about  ten  leagues ;  where,  as 
we  palled,  I  anxioufly  looked  out  for  the  point 
which  Captain  Cook  had  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Cape  Flattery,  of  which  I  could  not  be 
completely  fatisfied,  on  account  of  the  difference 
in  latitude.  A  {hallow  bay,  however,  does  ex- 
tend about  three  leagues  to  the  fouthwrard  of 
Claffet,  which  falls  fome  diftance  back  from  the 
general  line  of  the  coaft ;  and  the  bafe  of  the 
inland  mountains  which  project  there,  and  form 
deep  ravines,  prefent  at  a  diftance  the  appearance 
of  a  fafe  and  fecure  port ;  but,  on  a  nearer  ap- 
proach, the  whole  was  found  firmly  connected 
by  a  fandy  beach.  This,  moft  probably,  is  the 
bay  which  the  Refolution  and  Difcovery  ftood 
into  ;  and  Claffet  is  the  point,  with  an  ifland  ly- 
ing off  it,  which  Captain  Cook  called  cape  Flat- 
tery. The  difference  in  latitude,  (if  Mr.  Gray 
is  correal,  who  has  paffed  it  feveral  times,  and 
always  made  it  nearly  the  fame,)  may  have  been 
occafioned  by  a  current  fimilar  to  that  which  we 
had  lately  experienced  along  the  coaft  ;  affecting 
the  Refolution  in  the  fame  manner,  between 
noon,  when  their  latitude  was  obferved,  and 
late  in  the  evening,  when  Captain  Cook  hauled 
off  the  coaft. 

As 
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As  we  proceeded  along  the  fhore,  we  patted 
the  village  of  Claffet,  which  is  fituated  about 
two  miles  within  the  Cape,  and  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  extenfive  and  populous.  As 
the  frefh  fouthvvardly  wind  became  much  mo- 
derated by  the  intervention  of  the  high  land  we 
wrere  now  under,  fome  of  the  inhabitants  found 
no  difficulty  in  vifiting  us ;  this  they  did  in  a 
very  civil,  orderly,  and  friendly  manner,  re- 
queuing permiffion  before  they  attempted  to  en- 
ter the  fhip ;  and  on  receiving  fome  prefents, 
with  affurances  of  our  friendfhip,  they  very  po- 
litely and  earneftly  folicited  us  to  ftop  at  their 
village.  The  fituation  of  the  anchorage  how- 
ever being  much  expofed,  and  wifhing  for  fome 
fnug  port  where,  with  eafe  and  convenience, 
the  various  neceflary  fervices  we  now  required 
might  be  performed,  I  declined  their  very  cor- 
dial invitation,  and  directed  our  courfe  up  the 
inlet,  entertaining  no  doubt  that  we  fhould  foon 
be  enabled  to  accommodate  ourfelves  with  a 
more  advantageous  ftation. 

The  few  natives  who  came  off  refembled,  in 
moft  refpe&s,  the  people  of  Nootka.  Their 
perfons,  garments,  and  behaviour,  are  very  fimi- 
lar ;  fome  difference  was  obferved  in  their  orna- 
ments, particularly  in  thofe  worn  at  the  nofe ; 
for  inftead  of  the  crefcent,  generally  adopted  by 

Vol.  IL  E  for 
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the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  thefe  wore  ffcraight 
pieces  of  bone.  Their  canoes,  arms,  and  im- 
plements, were  exactly  the  fame.  They  fpoke 
the  fame  language,  but  did  not  approach  us  with 
the  formality  obferved  by  thofe  people  on  vifit- 
ing  the  Refolution  and  Difcovery  ;  which  may 
probably  be  owing  to  their  having  become  more 
familiar  with  ftrangers.  The  wind  veering  to 
the  S.  E.  obliged  us  to  turn  up  along  fhore  on 
the  fouthern  fide  of  the  ftraits,  which,  from  cape 
Claflet,  takes  a  dire&ion  S.  70  E.  About  twro 
miles  within  the  village  we  pafled  a  fmall  open 
bay,  with  a  little  i/land  lying  off  its  eaftern  fide, 
apparently  too  infignificant  to  anfwer  our  pur- 
pofe  of  refitting.  The  weather  becoming  more 
unpleafant  as  the  day  advanced,  at  feven  in 
the  evening  we  came  to  anchor  in  23  fathoms 
water,  on  a  bottom  of  black  fand  and  mud, 
about  a  mile  from  the  fhore. 

I  now  became  acquainted  that  after  we  had 
pafTed  within  Tatooche's  ifland  a  rock  was  no- 
ticed, and  fuppofed  to  be  that  reprefented  as  De 
Fuca's  pinnacle  rock  ;  this  however  was  vifible 
only  for  a  few  minutes,  from  its  being  clofe  to 
the  fhore  of  the  main  land,  inftead  of  lying  in 
the  entrance  of  the  ftraits  ;  nor  did  it  correfpond 
with  that  which  has  been  fo  defcribed. 

It  was  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  although 

we 
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we  rode  all  night  by  the  wind,  the  Chatham, 
though  anchored  not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  Ihore 
of  us,  rode  to  a  regular  fix  hours  tide,  running 
near  half  a  league  per  hour  ;  and,  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  fhores,  the  ebb  and  flow  feemed  to 
have  been  very  confiderable. 
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CHAPTER  IV; 

Proceed  up  the  Straits — Anchor  tinder  New  Dun- 
genefs — Remarks  on  the  Coajl  of  New  Albion — 
Arrive  in  Port  Difcovery — Tranfattions  there — 
Boat  excurfion — Quit  Port  Difcovery — Afirono- 
mical  and  nautical  Obfervations. 

THE  evening  of  the  2Qth  brought  us  to  an 
anchor  in  very  thick  rainy  weather,  about 
eight  miles  within  the  entrance  on  the  fouthern 
fhore  of  the  fuppofed  ftraits  of  De  Fuca.  The 
following  morning,  Monday  the  30th,  a  gentle 
breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  W.  attended  wTith 
clear  and  pleafant  wreather,  which  prefented  to 
our  view  this  renowned  inlet.  Its  fouthern 
fhorcs  were  feen  to  extend,  by  compafs,  from  N. 
83  W.  to  E. ;  the  former  being  the  fmall  ifland 
wre  had  palled  the  preceding  afternoon,  which, 
lying  about  half  a  mile  from  the  main  land,  wTas 
about  four  miles  diflant  from  us :  its  northern 
Ihore  extends  from  N.  08  W.  to  N.  73  E. ;  the 
neareft  point  of  it,  diftant  about  three  leagues, 
bore  N,  ]  5  W.  We  weighed  anchor  w7ith  a  fa- 
vorable wind,  and  fleered  to  the  eaft  along  the 
fouthern  lliore,  at  the  diftancc  of  about  two 

miles. 
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miles,  having  an  uninterrupted  horizon  between 
caft  and  N.  73  E.  The  fhores  on  each  fide  the 
{traits  are  of  a  moderate  height ;  and  the  delight- 
ful ferenity  of  the  weather  permitted  our  feeing 
this  inlet  to  great  advantage.  The  fhores  on  the 
fouth  fide  are  compofed  of  low  falndy  cliffs,  fall- 
ing perpendicularly  on  beaches  of  fand  or  {tones. 
From  the  top  of  chefe  eminences,  the  land  ap- 
peared to  take  a  further  gentle  moderate  afcent, 
and  was  intirely  covered  with  trees  chiefly  of  the 
pine  tribe,  until  the  foreft  reached  a  range  of 
high  craggy  mountains,  which  feemed  to  rife 
from  the  wood-land  country  in  a  very  abrupt 
manner,  with  a  few  fcattered  trees  on  their  fteril 
fides,  and  their  fummits  covered  with  fnow.  The 
northern  fhore  did  not  appear  quite  fo  high  :  it 
rofe  more  gradually  from  the  fea-fide  to  the  tops 
of  the  mountains,  wrhich  had  the  appearance  of 
a  compact  range,  infinitely  more  uniform,  and 
much  lefs  covered  with  fnow  than  thofe  on  the 
fouthern  fide. 

Our  latitude  at  noon  w7as  48°  1 Q/ ;  longitude 
23f>°  1Q';  and  the  variation  of  the  compafs  18° 
caftwardly.  In  this  fituation,  the  northern  fhore 
extended  by  compafs  from  N.  82  W.  to  N.  51 
E.  ;  between  the  latter,  and  the  eaftern  extre- 
mity of  the  fouthern  fhore,  bearing  N.  88  E., 
we  had  {till  an  unbounded  horizon ;  whilft  the 
ifland  before  mentioned,  continuing  to  form  the 

E  3  weft 
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weft  extremity  of  the  fouthern  fhore,  bore  S.  84 
W.  By  thefe  obfervations,  which  I  have  great 
reafon  to  believe  were  corre&ly  taken,  the  north 
promontory  of  Claflet  is  fituated  in  latitude  48° 
gJi'tf  longitude  235°  38'.  The  fmoothnefs  of 
the  fea,  and  elearnefs  of  the  Iky,  enabled  us  to 
take  feveral  fets  of  lunar  diftances,  which  srave 
the  longitude  to  the  eaftward  of  the  chrono- 
meter, and  ferved  to  confirm  our  former  obfer- 
vations, that  it  was  gaining  very  materially  on 
the  rate  as  fettled  at  Otaheite.  As  the  day  ad- 
vanced,  the  wind,  which  as  well  as  the  weather 
was  delightfully  pleafant,  accelerated  our  pro- 
grefs  along  the  fliore.  This  feemed  to  indicate 
a  fpeedy  termination  to  the  inlet ;  as  high  land 
now  began  to  appear  juft  rifmg  from  that  ho- 
rizon, which,  a  few  hours  before,  we  had  confi- 
dered  to  be  unlimited.  Every  new  appearance, 
as  we  proceeded,  furniflied  new  conjectures ; 
the  whole  was  not  vifibly  connected  ;  it  might 
form  a  clufter  of  iflands  feparated  by  large  arms 
of  the  fea,  or  be  united  by  land  not  fufficiently 
high  to  be  yet  difcernible.  About  five  in  the 
afternoon,  a  long,  low,  fandy  point  of  land  was 
obferved  proje&ing  from  the  craggy  fhores  into 
the  fea,  behind  which  was  fsen  the  appearance 
of  a  well-fheltered  bay,  and,  a  little  to  the  3.  E, 

'J  *  ' 

of  it,  an  opening  in  the  land,  promiiing  a  fafe 
and  extenfive  port.    About  this  time  a  very  high 

coiifpicnoias 
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confpicuous  craggy  mountain,  bearing  by  com- 
pais  N.  50  E.  prefented  ifcfelf,  towering  above 
the  clouds :  as  low  down  as  they  allowed  it  to 
be  viiible,  it  was  covered  with  fnow ;  and  fouth 
of  it,  was  a  long  ridge  of  very  rugged  fnowy 
mountains,  much  lefs  elevated,  which  feemed 
to  ftretch  to  a  confiderable  diftance. 

As  my  intention  was  to  anchor  for  the  night 
under  the  low  point,  the  neceffary  fignals  were 
made  to  the  Chatham ;  and  at  feven  we  hauled 
round  it,  at  the  diflance  of  about  a  mile.  This 
was,  however,  too  near,  as  we  foon  found  our- 
felves  in  three  fathoms  w*ater ;  but,  on  {leering 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  north,  the  depth  in- 
creafed  to  ten  fathoms,  and  we  rounded  the 
ill  allow  fpit,  which,  though  not  very  confpi- 
cuous, is  fhewn  by  the  tide  caufing  a  confiderable 
rippling  over  it.  Having  turned  up  a  little  way 
into  the  bay,  we  anchored  on  a  bottom  of  foft 
fand  and  mud  in  14  fathoms  water.  The  low 
fandy  point  of  land,  which  from  its  great  refem- 
blance  to  Dungenefs  in  the  Britifli  channel,  I 
called  New  Dunged  ess,  bore  by  compafs  N. 
4 1  W.  about  three  miles  diftant,  from  whence 
the  low  projecting  land  extends  until  it  reaches 
a  bluff  cliff  of  a  moderate  height,  bearing  from 
us  S.  Oo  W.  about  a  league  diftant.  From  this 
Itation  the  Ihorcs  bore  the  fame  appearance  as 

E  4  thofe 
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thofe  we  had  paffed  in  the  morning,  com  poling 
one  intire  foreft.  The  fnowy  mountains  of  the 
inland  country  were,  however,  neither  fo  high 
nor  fo  rugged,  and  were  further  removed  from 
the  fea  lhore.  The  neareft  parts  bore  by  com- 
pafs  from  us,  fouth  about  half  a  league  off ;  the 
apparent  port  S.  50  E.  about  two  leagues;  and 
the  fouth  point  of  an  inlet,  feemingly  very  ca- 
pacious, S.  85  E.  ;  with  land  appearing  like  an 
ifland,  moderately  elevated,  lying  before  its  en- 
trance, from  S.  85  E.  to  N.  87  E. ;  and  the  S.  E. 
extremity  of  that  which  now  appeared  to  be  the 
fouthern  lhore,  N.  71  E.  From  this  direction 
round  by  the  N.  and  N.  W.  the  high  diftant 
land  formed,  as  already  obferved,  like  detached 
illands,  amongft  which  the  lofty  mountain,  dif- 
covered  in  the  afternoon  by  the  third  lieutenant, 
and  in  compliment  to  him  called  by  me  Mount 
Baker,  rofe  a  very  confpicuous  object,  bearing 
by  com  pafs  N.  43  E.  apparently  at  a  very  re- 
mote diftance.  A  fmali  Indian  village  was  near 
us  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay,  but  we  had  not 
yet  been  vifited  by  any  of  the  inhabitants.  We 
had  now  advanced  further  up  this  inlet  than  Mr, 
Gray,  or  (to  our  knowledge)  any  other  perfon 
from  the  civilized  world ;  although  it  Ihould 
hereafter  be  proved  to  be  the  fame  which  is  faid 
to  have  been  entered  by  De  Fuca,  in  fupport  of 

which 
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which  oral  testimony  is  the  only  authority  pro- 
duced 5  a  tradition  rendered  frill  more  doubtful 
by  its  entrance  differing  at  leaft  40/  in  latitude. 

Confidering  ourfelves  now  on  the  point  of 
commencing  an  examination  of  an  entirely  nc\f 
region,  I  cannot  take  leave  of  the  coaft  already 
known,  without  obtruding  a  ihort  remark  on 
that  part  of  the  continent,  comprehending  a 
fpace  of  nearly  215  leagues,  on  which  our  inqui- 
ries had  been  lately  employed  under  the  moft 
fortunate  and  favorable  circumilances  of  wind 
and  weather.  So  minutely  had  this  extenfive 
coaft  been  infpedled,  that  the  furf  had  been  con- 
ftantly  feen  to  break  on  its  fhores  from  the  m aft- 
head  ;  and  it  was  but  in  a  few  fmall  intervals 
only,  where  our  diftance  precluded  its  being  vi- 
fible  from  the  deck.  Whenever  the  wreather 
prevented  our  making  free  with  the  ihore,  or  on 
our  hauling  off  for  the  night,  the  return  of  line 
weather  and  of  day-light  uniformly  brought  us, 
if  not  to  the  identical  fpot  we  had  departed  from, 
at  leaft  with  in  a  few  miles  of  it,  and  never  beyond 
the  northern  limits  of  the  coaft  which  we  had 
previoufly  feen.  An  examination  fo  directed, 
and  circumftances  happily  concurring  to  permit 
its  being  fo  executed,  afforded  the  moft  com- 
plete opportunity  of  determining  its  various  turn- 
ings and  windings  ;  as  alfo  the  pofition  of  all  its 
confpiquous  points,  afcertained   by  meridional 

altitudes 
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altitudes  for  the  latitude,  and  obfervations  for 
the  chronometer,  which  wc-  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  make  conftantly  once,  and  in  general 
twice  every  day,  the  preceding  one  only  ex- 
cepted. 

It  muft  be  confidered  as  &  very  fingular  cir- 
cumftance  that,  in  fo  great  an  extent  of  iea-eoaft, 
we  fhould  not  until  now  have  feen  the  appear- 
ance of  any  opening  in  its  fhores,  which  pre- 
itnted  any  certain  profpc&  of  affording  fhelter  ; 
the  whole  coaft  forming  one  compad,  folid,  and 
nearly  ftraight  barrier  againft  the  fea. 

The  river  Mr.  Gray  mentioned  fhould,  from 
the  latitude  he  affigned  to  it,  have  exigence  in  the 
bay,  fouth  of  cape  Difeppointmcnt.  This  we 
paffed  on  the  forenoon  of  the  2/th;  and,  as  I 
then  obferved,  if  any  inlet  or  river  fhould  be 
found,  it  muft  be  a  very  intricate  one,  and  in- 
acceffible  to  veffels  of  our  burthen,  owing  to  the 
reefs  and  broken  water  which  then  appeared  in 
its  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Gray  ftated  that  he 
had  been  feveral  days  attempting  to  enter  it, 
which  at  length  he  was  unable  to  effect,  in  con- 
jequencc  of  a  very  ftrong  outfet.  This  is  a  phe- 
nomenon difficult  to  account  for,  as,  in  moil 
cities  where  there  are  outlets  of  fuch  ftrength 
on  a  fea  coafL  there  are  correfponding  tides  fet- 
ling  in.  Be  that  however  as  it  may,  I  was  tho- 
*  ro^ghjy  eonvihc&dj  as  were  alio  moft  perfons  of 

obfervation 


1792-1  ROUND  THE  WORLD,  5() 

obfervation  on  board,  that  wc  could  not  pofTibly 
have  palTed  any  fafe  navigable  opening,  harbour, 
or  place  of  fecurity  for  ihipping  on  this  coaft, 
from  cape  Mendocino  to  the  promontory  of  Gfaf- 
fet ;  nor  had  we  any  rcalon  to  alter  our  opinions, 
notwithftanding  that  theoretical  geographers  have 
thought  proper  to  aiTert,  in  that  fpace,  the  exif- 
tence  of  arms  of  the  ocean,  communicating  with 
a  mediterranean  fea,  and  extenfive  rivers,  with 
fafe  and  convenient  ports.  Thefe  ideas,  not  de- 
rived from  any  fource  of  fubftantial  information, 
have,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  been  adopted  for 
the  lole  purpofe  of  giving  unlimited  credit  to 
the  traditionary  exploits  of  ancient  foreigners, 
and  to  undervalue  the  laborious  and  enterprizing 
exertions  of  our  own  countrymen,  in  the  noble 
fcience  of  difcovery. 

Since  the  vilion  of  the  fouthern  continent, 
(from  which  the  Incas  of  Peru  are  faid  to  hav£, 
originated,)  has  vanifhed ;  the  pretended  difco- 
veries  of  De  Fuca  and  De  Fonte  have  been  re- 
vived, in  order  to  prove  the  exillence  of  a  north- 
weft  palTage.  Thefe  have  been  fupported  by  the 
recent  concurring  opinions  of  modern  traders, 
one  of  w7hom  is  faid  to  conceive,  that  an  opening 
Hill  further  to  the  north  is  that  which  De  Fuca 
entered.  Under  this  alTertion,  fhould  any  open- 
ing further  to  the  northward  be  difcovered  lead- 
ing to  a  N.  W.  pafTage,  the  merit  of  fuch  difco- 
very 
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very  will  neceffarily  be  afcribed  to  De  Fuca,  De 
Fonte,  or  feme  other  favorite  voyager  of  thefe 
clofet  phiiofophers. 

The  preceding  evening  brought  us  to  an  an- 
chor under  New  Dungencfs.  Our  May- day, 
Tuefday,  was  ufliered  in  by  a  morning  of  the 
mod  delightfully  pleafant  weather,  affording 
us,  from  the  broken  appearance  of  the  coaft 
before  us,  the  profpe£t  of  foon  reaching  a  fafe 
and  commodious  harbour.  Indeed,  our  prefent 
Situation  was  far  from  ineligible,  as  it  promifed 
to  admit  us  as  near  the  fliore  as  we  might  think 
proper  to  take  our  flation.  Mr,  Whidbey  was 
therefore  difpatched  in  the  cutter,  to  found,  and 
fearch  for  frefh  water. 

The  appearance  of  the  huts  we  now  faw,  in- 
dicated the  rcfidence  of  the  natives  in  them  to  be 
of  a  temporary  nature  only ;  as  we  could  per- 
ceive with  our  glaffes,  that  they  differed  very 
materially  from  the  habitations  of  any  of  the 
American  Indians  we  had  before  feen,  being 
compofed  of  nothing  more  than  a  few  mats 
thrown  over  crofs  flicks ;  whereas  thofe  we  had 
palled  the  preceding  day,  in  two  or  three  fmall 
villages  to  the  caftward  of  Claffet,  were  built 
exactly  after  the  fafhion  of  the  houfes  erected  at 
Nootka,*  The  inhabitants  feemed  to  view  us 
with  the  utmoft  indifference  and  unconcern; 

*  Vide  Cook's  I  aft  Voyage. 

they 
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thev  continued  to  fifh  before  their  huts  as  re- 
gardlefs  of  our  being  prefent,  as  if  fuch  veffels 
had  been  familiar  to  them,  and  unworthy  of  their 
attention.  On  the  low  land  of  New  Duns;enefs 
were  erected  perpendicularly,  and  feemingly  with 
much  regularity,  a  number  of  very  tall  ffcraight 
poles,  like  flag-ftaves  or  beacons,  fupported  from 
the  ground  by  fpurs.  Their  firft  appearance  in- 
duced an  opinion  of  their  being  intended  as  the 
uprights  for  flages  on  which  they  might  dry 
their  fifla  ;  but  this,  on  a  nearer  view  feemed  im- 
probable, as  their  height  and  diftance  from  each 
other  would  have  required  fpars  of  a  greater  fize 
to  reach  from  one  to  the  other,  than  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  poles  was  capable  of  fuftaining. 
They  were,  undoubtedly,  intended  to  anfvver 
fome  particular  purpofe  ;  but  whether  of  a  reli- 
gious, civil,  or  military  nature,  mull  be  left  to 
fome  future  inveftigation. 

Mr,  Whidbey  found  from  ten  to  three  fathoms 
water  clofe  to  the  fnore.  He  landed  at  the  up- 
per part  of  the  bay,  but  could  not  find  any  water; 
nor  did  he  fee  the  appearance  of  any  along  the 
fhore  near  the  habitations  of  the  Indians,  who 
remained  as  before  defcribed,  or  fifhing  on  the 
water,  without  paying  any  more  attention  to  the 
cutter,  than  if  flie  had  been  one  of  their  own 
canoes. 

On  receiving  this  report,  the  Chatham's  cut- 
ter, 
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ter,  with  the  Difcovery's  yawl  and  cutter,  were 
ordered  to  be  armed  and  fupplied  with  a  day's 
provifion  ;  w  ith  w  hich  wre  fet  off  to  examine  the 
two  apparent  openings  neareft  to  us.    We  found 
the  furface  of  the  fea  almoft  covered  with  aqua- 
tic birds  of  various  kinds,  but  all  fo  extremely 
fhy  that  our  fportfmen  were  unable  to  reach 
them  with  their  guns,  although  they  made  many 
attempts.    The  firft  opening  to  the  S.  E*  ap- 
peared to  be  formed  by  two  high  bluffs  ;  the 
elevated  land  within  them  feemingly  at  a  confi- 
derabie  diftance.    It  proved,  however,  to  be  a 
clofe  and  compaft  fhore,  the  apparent  vacant 
fpace  being  occupied  by  a  very  low  fandy  beach, 
off  which  extended  a  flat  of  very  fhallow  found- 
Stt'gS:    From  hence  wc  made  the  beft  of  our  way 
for  land,  appearing  like  an  ifland,  off  the  other 
fuppofed  opening  ; ;  from  whofe  fummit,  which 
feemed  cafy  of  accefs,  there  was  little  doubt  of 
Cur  afcertaining  whether  the  coaft  afforded  any 
port  within  reach  of  the  day's  exeurfion.  On 
landing  on  the  weft  end  of  the  fuppofed  ifland, 
and  afcending  its  eminence  which  was  nearly  a 
perpendicular  cliff,  our  attention  wras  immedi- 
ately called  to  a  landfeape,  almoft  as  enchantingly 
beautiful  as  the  moft  elegantly  finifhed  pleafure 
grounds  in  Europe.    From  the  height  we  were 
now  unon,  our  conjectures  of  this  land  bein£  an 
ifland  Tituated  before  the  entrance  of  an  opening 

in 
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in  the  main  land  were  confirmed.    The  fummit 
of*this  iiland  prefented  nearly  a  horizontal  fur- 
face,    interfpcrfed   with    fome    inequalities  of 
ground,  which  produced  a  beautiful  variety  on 
an  extenfive  lawn  covered  with  luxuriant  grafs, 
and  diverfified  with  an  abundance  of  flowers. 
To  the  north  weftward  was  a  coppice  of  pine  trees 
and  Ihrubs  of  various  forts,  that  feemed  as  if  it 
had  been  planted  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  protect- 
ing from  the  N.  W.  winds  this  delightful  mea- 
dow, over  which  were  promifcuoufly  fcattered 
a  few  clumps  of  trees,  that  would  have  puzzled 
the  mofi  ingenious  defigner  of  pleafure  grounds 
to  have  arranged  more  agreeably.     Whilft  we 
flopped  to  contemplate  thefe  feveral  beauties  of 
nature,  in  a  profpedt  no  lefs  pleafing  than  unex- 
pected, we  gathered  fome  goofeberries  and  rofes 
in  a  ftate  of  confiderable  forwardnefs.  Caftins; 
our  eyes  along  the  fhore,  we  had  the  fatisfaCtion 
of  feeing  it  much  broken,  and  forming  to  all  ap- 
pearance many  navigable  inlets.    The  inlet  now 
before  us  did  not  feem  fo  extenfive  as  we  had 
reafon  to  believe  it  to  be  from  the  fhips  ;  yet 
there  was  little  doubt  of  its  proving  fufficiently 
fecure  and  convenient  for  all  our  purpofes.  We 
therefore  proceeded  to  its  examination,  and  found 
its  entrance  to  be  about  a  league  wide,  having 
regular  good  foundings  from  10  fathoms  clofe  to 
the  fliores,  to  30,  35,  and  38  fathoms  in  the 

middle. 
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middle,  without  any  apparent  danger  from  rocks 
or  fhoals.  Frcfh  water,  however,  feemed  hi- 
therto a  learcc  commodity,  and  yet,  from  the 
general  face  of  the  country,  a  deficiency  in  this 
refpe6t  was  not  to  be  apprehended.  The  fliore^ 
of  the  harbour  were  of  a  moderate  height;  its 
weftern  fide,  bounded  at  no  very  great  diftance 
by  a  ridge  of  high  craggy  mountains  covered 
with  fnovv,  were,  as  I  conceived,  connected  with 
the  mountain  we  took  for  mount  Olympus.  Ia 
queft  of  the  only  great  objeii  neceflary  for  con- 
flicting this  one  of  the  fineft  harbours  in  the 
World,  vve  profecuted  our  refearches ;  until  al~ 
moll  defpairing  of  fuccefs,  I  fuddenly  fell  in  with 
an  excellent  flream  of  very  fine  water*  The  de- 
fign  of  our  excurfion  was  thus  happily  accom- 
pliihed  ;  and,  after  taking  fome  little  refrefhment, 
we  returned  towards  the  fhips,  and  arrived  on 
board  about  midnight,  perfe&ly  fatisfied  with 
the  fuccefs  of  our  expedition,  and  amply  reward- 
ed for  our  labour. 

During  my  abfence,  fome  of  the  natives  had 
been  trading  with  the  veffels  in  a  very  civil  and 
friendly  manner.  They  did  not  appear  to  un- 
derftand  the  Nootka  language ;  as  thofe  of  our 
people  who  had  fome  knowledge  of  it  wTere  by 
no  means  able  to  make  themfelves  underftood. 

A  light  pleafant  breeze  fpringing  up,  we 
weighed  on  Wednefday  morning  the  2d,  and 

lleered 
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fleered  for  the  port  we  had  difcovered  the  pre- 
ceding day,  whofe  entrance  about  four  leagues 
diftant  boi'e  S.  E.  by  E.  The  delightful  fere- 
nityofthe  weather  greatly  aided  the  beautiful 
fcenery  that  was  now  prefented ;  the  furface  of 
the  fea  was  perfectly  fmooth,  and  the  country 
before  us  exhibited  every  thing  that  bounteous 
nature  could  be  cxpe&ed  to  draw  into  one  point 
of  view.  As  we  had  no  reafon  to  imagine  that 
this  country  had  ever  been  indebted  for  any  of 
its  decorations  to  the  hand  of  man,  I  could  not 
poffibly  believe  that  any  uncultivated  country 
had  ever  been  difcovered  exhibiting  fo  rich  a  pic- 
ture. The  land  which  interrupted  the  horizon 
between  the  N.  W.  and  the  northern  quarters, 
feemed,  as  already  mentioned,  to  be  much 
broken  ;  from  w7hence  its  eaftern  extent  round 
to  the  S.  E.  was  bounded  by  a  ridge  of  fnowy 
mountains,  appearing  to  lie  nearly  in  a  north  and 
fouth  direction,  on  which  mount  Baker  rofe 
confpicuoufly ;  remarkable  for  its  height,  and 
the  fnowy  mountains  that  ftretch  from  its  bafe 
to  the  north  and  fouth.  Between  us  and  this 
fnowy  range,  the  land,  which  on  the  fea  fliore 
terminated  like  that  we  had  lately  paffed,  in  low 
perpendicular  cliffs,  or  on  beaches  of  fand  or 
ftone,  rofe  here  in  a  very  gentle  afcent,  and  was 
wdl  covered  with  a  variety  of  ftately  forefl  trees. 
Thefe,  however,  did  not  conceal  the  whole  face 
Vol.  II.  F  of 
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of  the  country  in  one  uninterrupted  wildernefs, 
but  plealmgly  clothed  its  eminences,  and  che- 
quered the  vallies  ;  preferring,  in  many  direc- 
tions, extenfive  fpaces  that  wore  the  appearance 
of  having  been  cleared  by  art,  like  the  beautiful 
ifland  we  had  vifited  the  day  before.  As  wTe 
palled  along  the  fhore  near  one  of  thefe  charm- 
ing fpots,  the  tracks  of  deer,  or  of  fome  fuch 
animal,  wTere  very  numerous,  and  flattered  us 
with  the  hope  of  not  wanting  refrefhments  of 
that  nature,  whilft  we  remained  in  this  quarter. 

A  picture  fo  pleafing  could  not  fail  to  call  to 
our  remembrance  certain  delightful  and  beloved 
fituations  in  Old  England.  Thus  we  proceeded 
without  meeting  any  obftrudtion  to  our  progrefs; 
which,  though  not  rapid,  brought  us  before  noon 
abreaft  of  the  ftream  that  difcharges  its  water 
from  the  weftern  fliore  near  five  miles  within 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour  ;  which  I  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  name  of  Port  Discovery,  after 
the  fhip.  There  we  moored,  in  34  fathoms, 
muddy  bottom,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  fhore. 

The  entrance  of  this  harbour  is  formed  by  lowr 
projecting  points,  extending,  on  each  fide,  from 
the  high  woodland  cliffs  which  in  general  bound 
the  coaft  ;  bearing  by  compafs  from  N.  48  W. 
to  N.  54  W,  in  a  line  with  two  correfponding 
points  from  the  ifland  already  defcribed,  lying  off 

this 
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this  harbour.  Had  this  infular  production  of 
nature  been  defigned  by  the  moft  able  engineer, 
it  could  not  have  been  placed  more  happily  for 
the  protection  of  the  port,  not  only  from  the 
N.  W.  winds  to  the  violence  of  which  it  would 
otherwife  be  greatly  expofed,  but  againft  all  at- 
tempts of  an  enemy*  when  properly  fortified; 
and  hence  I  called  it  Protection  Island. 

The  ftream  of  water,  near  which  we  had 
taken  a  very  convenient  ftation,  appeared  to 
have  its  fource  at  fome  diftance  from  its  outfal, 
through  one  of  thofe  low  fpits  of  fand  already 
mentioned,  which  conftitute  moft  of  the  pro- 
jecting points  we  had  feen  ever  fince  our  hav- 
ing entered  this  inlet.  Thefe  ufually  acquire  a 
form  fomewbat  circular,  though  irregular  ;  and, 
in  general,  are  nearly  fteep  to,  extending  from 
the  cliffy  woodland  country,  from  one  to  fix  hun- 
dred yards  towards  the  water's  edge,  and  are 
compofed  of  a  loofe  fandy  foil.  The  furface  of 
fome  was  almoft  intirely  occupied  by  a  lagoon 
of  fait  water,  or  brackifh  fw7amp ;  others  w7ere 
'  perfectly  dry ;  no  one  of  them  produced  any 
trees ;  but  were  moftly  covered  with  a  coarfe 
fpiry  grafs,  interfperfed  with  ftrawberries,  twro 
or  three  fpecies  of  clover,  famphire,  and  a  great 
variety  of  other  fmall  plants ;  fome  of  which 
bore  very  beautiful  flowers.  On  a  few  of  the 
points  wrerc  fome  fhrubs  that  feemed  to  thrive 

F  2  exceffively ; 
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cxceffively ;  fuch  as  rofes,  a  fpecies  of  fweet  briar, 
goofeberries,  rafpberries,  currants,  and  feveral 
other  fmaller  bufhes,  which,  in  their  refpe&ive 
feafbns,  produce  moft  probably  the  feveral  fruits 
common  to  this  and  the  oppofite  fide  of  Ame- 
rica. Thefe  all  appeared  to  grow  very  luxu- 
riantly ;  and,  from  the  quantity  of  bloffoms  with 
which  they  w7ere  loaded,  there  w7as  great  reafon 
to  believe  them  very  productive. 

We  had  little  trouble  in  clearing  a  fufficient 
fpace  for  our  encampment,  which  was  very  com- 
modioully  fituated  clofe  to  the  north  fide  of  the 
flream  or  brook.  The  tents,  obfervatory,  chro- 
nometers and  inftrurnents,  guarded  by  a  party  of 
marines,  were  fent  on  fhore  after  dinner  ;  and, 
whilft  they  were  properly  arranging,  I  made  a 
fhort  excurfion  up  the  harbour.  It  extended 
nearly  in  a  fouth  direction,  about  four  miles  from 
the  fliip,  and  then  terminated  in  a  muddy  flat 
acrofs  its  head,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  fhore.  The  water,  w^hich  was  feven  fathoms 
deep  clofe  to  the  flat,  gradually  deepened  to  1 0, 
20,  and  30  fathoms,  good  holding  ground.  On 
this  bank  were  found  fome  fmali  indifferent 
oyfters.  The  fhores  beyond  it  are  low  and 
thickly  wooded,  and  through  them  there  ap- 
peared to  run  a  very  confiderable  ftream  of  water, 
with  feveral  fmaller  ones,  emptying  themfelves 
into  the  harbour.    The  back  country  had  the 

appearance 
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appearance  of  a  fwampy  fen  for  a  confiderable 
diftance.  We  landed  not  far  from  the  largeft 
rivulet,  where  we  found  a  deferted  village  ca- 
pable of  containing  an  hundred  inhabitants.  The 
houfes  were  built  after  the  Nootka  fafliion,  but 
did  not  feem  to  have  been  lately  the  refidence 
of  the  Indians. 

The  habitations  had  now  fallen  into  decay ; 
their  infide,  as  wrell  as  a  fmall  furrounding  fpace 
that  appeared  to  have  been  formerly  occupied, 
wrere  over-run  writh  weeds  ;  amongft  which  were 
found  feveral  human  fculls,  and  other  bones, 
promifcuoufly  fcattered  about. 

On  Thurfday  morning  the  3d  we  fat  ferioufly 
to  work  on  board,  and  on  fhore  where  the  fail- 
makers  were  repairing  and  altering  the  fails; 
coopers  infpe&ing  the  cafks ;  gunners  airing  the 
powder;  and  parties  cutting  wood,  brewing 
fpruce  beer,  and  filling  water :  whilft  thofe  on 
board  were  as  bufily  employed  in  neceffary  re- 
pairs about  the  rigging  ;  getting  the  provifions 
to  hand  ;  clearing  the  main  and  after  holds  for 
the  reception  of  fhingle  ballaft,  of  which  we  had 
for  fome  time  ftood  in  much  need ;  fome  of  our 
carpenters  were  flopping  leaks  about  the  bows, 
and  the  reft  affifted  in  caulking  the  Chatham's 
fides.  The  ferenity  of  the  climate  and  feafon 
was  extremely  favorable  to  the  execution  of  their 
feveral  duties,  as  alfo  to  our  aftronomical  in- 

F  3  quiries 
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quiries.  The  part  of  the  coaft  that  we  had  now 
reached  being  nearly  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  few 
•  circumftances  occurred  to  divert  our  attention, 
cr  interfere  with  the  purfuits  in  which  we  were 
all  engaged. 

So  little  leifure  or  reft  had  been  afforded  in 
the  feveral  ports  we  had  hitherto  vifited  fmce  we 
left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  that  it  was  not 
until  this  morning,  Sunday  the  6th,  that  our 
people  could  be  indulged  with  a  holiday,  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  fome  recreation  and  exercife 
on  ihore. 

A  few  of  the  natives  in  two  or  three  canoes 
favored  us  with  their  company,  and  brought 
with  them  fome  fifh  and  venifon  for  lale.  The 
latter  was  extremely  good,  and  very  acceptable, 
as  we  had  not  hitherto  obtained  any  ;  though 
on  our  firft  arrival  we  had  entertained  hopes  of 
procuring  a  fupply,  from  the  numerous  tracks 
of  deer  w  hich  appeared  frefh,  and  in  ail  direc- 
tions. 

Thefe  people,  in  their  perfons,  canoes,  arms, 
implements,  &c.  feemed  to  referable  chiefly  the 
inhabitants  of  Nootka ;  though  lefs  bedaubed 
with  paint,  and  lefs  filthy  in  their  external  ap<- 
pearance.  They  wore  ornaments  in  their  ears, 
but  none  were  obferved  in  their  nofes ;  fome  of 
them  underftood  a  few  words  of  the  Nootka 
language  ;  they  were  clothed  in  th$  ikins  of  deer, 

be^r. 
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bear,  and  fome  other  animals,  but  principally  in 
a  woollen  garment  of  their  own  manufacture, 
extremely  well  wrought.  They  did  not  appear 
to  poffefs  any  furs.  Their  bows  and  implements 
they  freely  bartered  for  knives,  trinkets,  copper, 
&c. ;  and,  wThat  was  very  extraordinary,  they  of- 
fered for  fale  two  children,  each  about  fix  or 
feven  years  of  age,  and,  being  {hewn  fome  cop- 
per, were  very  anxious  that  the  bargain  fliould 
be  clofed.  This,  however,  I  peremptorily  pro- 
hibited, expreffing,  as  well  as  I  was  able,  our 
great  abhorrence  of  fuch  traffic. 

As  our  feveral  employments,  on  board  and  on 
fhore,  would  ftill  require  fome  time  before  they 
could  be  fully  completed ;  and  as  I  was  defirous 
of  obtaining  fome  further  knowledge  of  this  in- 
let, in  order  that,  when  the  veffels  fliould  be 
ready,  we  might  extend  our  refearches  without 
fear  of  interruption  ;  I  directed  the  Difcovery's 
yawl  and  launch,  with  the  Chatham's  cutter, 
properly  armed,  and  fupplied  with  ftores  for  five 
days,  to  be  in  readinefs  early  the  next  morning. 
I  committed  to  Mr.  Broughton  the  charge  of  the 
Ihips,  and  to  Mr.  Whidbey  that  of  the  obferva- 
tory  and  encampment,  with  directions  to  make 
a  furvey  of  the  port,  and  fuch  further  neceffary 
obfervations  as  circumftances  would  admit  dur- 
ing my  abfence. 

Mr.  Menzies,  with  two  of  the  young  gentle- 

F  4  men, 
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men,  accompanied  me  in  the  yawl,  Mr.  Puget 
commanded  the  launch,  and  Mr.  Johnftone  the 
Chatham's  cutter.  With  this  arrangement, 
about  five  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  the  7th, 
we  took  our  departure  for  the  purpofe  of  becom- 
ing more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  region  in 
which  we  had  fo  very  unexpectedly  arrived.  The 
day  did  not  promife  to  be  very  aufpicious  to  the 
commencement  of  our  examination.  That  un- 
interrupted ferenity  of  weather  that  wre  had  ex- 
perienced the  laft  feven  days,  feemed  now  to  be 
materially  changed ;  the  wind  which,  in  the 
day-time,  had  conftantly  blowrn  from  the  N.  W. 
with  light  fouthwardly  airs,  or  calms,  from  fun- 
fet  until  eight  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
had  now  blown,  fmce  the  preceding  evening,  a 
moderate  gale  from  the  S.  E. ;  and,  before  wre 
had  proceeded  a  mile  from  the  fliip,  brought  w  ith 
it  a  very  thick  fog,  through  which  we  fteered, 
keeping  the  Itarboard,  or  continental  fhore,  on 
board,  trailing  that  towards  noon  the  fog  would 
difperfe  itfelf  and  clear  away. 

On  our  arrival  in  port  Difcovery,  we  paiTed  to 
the  S.  W.  of  Prote6tion  ifland  ;  another  channel, 
equally  as  fafe  and  convenient,  we  now  found  to 
the  S.  E.  of  it.  Having  rowed  againft  a  ftrong 
tide  along  the  Ihore  about  two  or  three  leagues 
to  the  N.  E.  from,  the  entrance  of  port  Difco- 
very, we  rounded  a  low  projecting  point,  and 

,  though 
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though  the  fog  prevented  our  feeing  about  us, 
yet  there  was  no  doubt  of  our  having  entered 
fome  other  harbour  or  arm  in  the  inlet  that  took 
a  fouthwardly  direction.  Here  I  propofed  to 
wait  until  the  weather  fhould  be  more  favorable, 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  haul  the  feine  ;  which 
was  done,  along  the  beach  to  the  fouthward, 
with  little  fuccefs. 

Profecuting  our  labours  as  fifhermen  along  the 
beach,  we  were  led  near  a  point  fimilar  to  that 
we  had  palled,  and  diftant  from  it  about  two 
miles ;  here  the  fog  intirely  difperfmg,  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  afcertaing  its  latitude  to  be 
48°  f  30/;,  its  longitude  237°  31 V.  A  very  fpa- 
cious  inlet  now  prefented  itfelf,  whofe  N.  E, 
point,  in  a  line  with  its  S.  W.  being  the  point 
from  which  we  had  laft  departed,  bore  by  com- 
pafs  N.  25  W,  and  feemed  about  a  league  afun- 
der :  mount  Baker  bore  N.  26  E. ;  a  fteep  bluff 
point  oppofite  to  us,  appearing  to  form  the  weft 
point  of  another  arm  of  this  inlet,  S.  87  E.  about 
four  miles  diftant ;  the  neareft  eaftern  fhore  S. 
50  E.  about  two  miles  ;  and  a  very  remarkable 
high  round  mountain,  covered  with  fnow,  ap- 
parently at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  diftant 
range  of  fnowy  mountains  before  noticed,  bore 
S.  45  E. :  the  ftiores  of  this  inlet,  like  thofe  in 
port  Difcovery,  ftioot  out  into  feveral  lowr,  fandy, 
projecting  points,  the  fouthernmoft  of  which 

bore 
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bore  S.  g  E.  diftant  about  two  leagues,  where 
this  branch  of  the  inlet  feemed  to  terminate,  or 
take  fomc  other  direction.  Here  we  dined,  and 
having  taken  the  neceffary  angles,  I  directed  Mr. 
Puget  to  found  the  mid-channel,  and  Mr.  John- 
ftone  to  examine  the  larboard  or  eaftern  fhore, 
whilft  I  continued  my  refearches  on  the  conti- 
nental fhore,  appointing  the  fouthernmoft  low 
point  for  our  next  rendezvous.  As  we  advanced, 
the  country  feemed  gradually  to  improve  in 
beauty.  The  cleared  fpots  were  more  nume- 
rous, and  of  larger  extent ;  and  the  remote  lofty 
mountains  covered  with  fnow,  refle&ed  greater 
luftre  on  the  fertile  productions  of  the  lefs  ele- 
vated country.  On  arriving  near  our  place  of 
rendezvous,  an  opening  wras  fecn,  which  gave  to 
the  wdiole  of  the  eaftern  fhore  under  the  exami- 
nation of  Mr.  Johnftone,  the  appearance  of  being 
an  ifland.  For  this  we  {leered,  but  found  it 
clofed  by  a  low  fandy  neck  of  land,  about  two 
hundred  yards  in  w^idth,  whofe  oppofite  fhore 
was  wafhed  by  an  extenfive  fait  lake,  or  more 
probably  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  ftretching  to  the 
S.  E.  and  directing  its  main  branch  towards  the 
high  round  fnowy  mountain  we  had  difcovered 
at  noon  :  but  where  its  entrance  was  fituated  we 
could  not  determine,  though  conje&ure  led  to 
fappofe  it  would  be  found  round  the  bluff  point 
of  land  we  had  obferved  from  our  dinner  ftation. 

In 
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In  the  weftern  corner  of  this  ifthmus  was  fitu- 
ated  a  deferted  Indian  village,  much  in  the  fame 
ftate  of  decay  as  that  which  we  had  examined 
at  the  head  of  port  Difcovery.  No  figns  of  any 
inhabitants  were  difcernible ;  nor  did  we  vifit 
it,  it  being  expedient  we  fliould  hafcen  to  our 
appointed  ftation,  as  night  was  fail  approach- 
ing, during  which  Mr.  Johnftone  did  not  join 
us ;  this  led  us  to  fuppofe  he  had  found  ibrne 
entrance  into  the  above  lake  or  inlet  that  had 
cfcaped  my  notice  ;  and  which  afterwards  proved 
to  have  been  the  caufe  of  his  abfence.  Having 
determined  the  extent  of  this  inlet,  whofe  fouth 
extremity  is  fituated  in  latitude  4  7°  longi- 
tude 23/°  31';  at  day-break  the  next  morning, 
Tuefday  the  8th,  we  embarked  in  purfuit  of  the 
entrance  into  the  lake  or  inlet  that  we  had  dif- 
covered  the  preceding  evening.  About  this  time 
we  heard  and  anfwered  the  report  of  a  fwivel 
gun.  A  very  ftrong  run  of  water  was  now  ob- 
ferved,  but  being  brackifh,  we  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  carrying  our  kegs  near  a  mile  into 
the  country  to  replenilh  them,  not  having  found 
any  frefh  water  fince  we  left  the  fhips.  Whilft 
we  were  thus  engaged,  Mr.  Johnftone  came  up. 
He  had  found  a  narrow  channel  into  the  inlet, 
which  had  flattered  him  with  returning  by  the 
ifthmus  that  had  oppofed  our  progrefs  ;  but  to 
his  great  mortification  he  found  it  doled,  and 

was 
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was  obliged  to  keep  rowing  the  greater  part  of 
the  night,  in  order  that  he  might  join  us  by  the 
fame  paffage  he  had  entered,  which  he  had  now 
juft  effected.  Its  fouthern  entrance  was  found 
to  be  navigable  for  fmall  boats  only,  from  half 
flood  to  half  ebb,  and  was  dry  at  low  water ; 
but  as  its  northern  part  formed  a  fnug  lutle  port, 
and,  with  its  tide,  feemed  likely  to  be  made  ufe- 
ful  in  careening ;  Mr.  Johnilone  was  induced  to 
profecute  its  examination.  The  furvey  of  this 
inlet,  which  had  occupied  our  time  fince  the 
preceding  day  at  noon,  having  been  finally  ac- 
compli fhcd  by  the  joining  of  the  boats,  it  proved 
to  be  a  very  fafe  and  more  capacious  harbour 
than  port  Difcovcry  ;  and  rendered  more  plea- 
fant  by  the  high  land  being  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  the  wrater-fide.  Its  foundings  alfo  give  it 
a  further  advantage,  being  very  regular  from  fide 
to  fide,  from  10  to  20  fathoms  depth  of  water, 
good  holding  ground  :  but,  with  refped:  to  frefh 
wrater,  fo  far  as  we  could  determine  bv  our  tran- 
fitory  vifit,  it  was  very  deficient,  as  has  been  al- 
ready obferved.  To  this  port  I  gave  the  name 
of  Port  Townshend,  in  honor  of  the  noble 
Marquis  of  that  name. 

Mr.  Johnfione,  who  had  a  much  better  op- 
portunity than  I  had  of  feeing  the  above  lake  or 
inlet,  reprefented  it  as  appearing  very  extenfive 
and  divided  into  two  or  three  branches ;  but  he 

had 
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had  not  been  able  to  determine  its  communica- 
tion either  with  the  ocean  or  the  main  inlet,  al- 
though he  had  great  reafon  to  believe  it  did 
communicate  by  the  way  of  the  bluff  point  al- 
ready mentioned  ;  which  about  noon  was  con- 
firmed. In  our  way  thither,  we  found  on  one 
of  the  low  points  proje&ing  from  the  eaftern 
fhore,  two  upright  poles  fet  in  the  ground,  about 
fifteen  feet  high,  and  rudely  carved.  On  the 
top  of  each  was  ftuck  a  human  head,  recently 
placed  there.  The  hair  and  flelh.  were  nearly 
perfedl ;  and  the  heads  appeared  to  carry  the  evi- 
dence of  fury  or  revenge,  as,  in  driving  the  ftakes 
through  the  throat  to  the  cranium,  the  fagittal, 
with  part  of  the  fcalp,  was  borne  on  their  points 
fome  inches  above  the  reft  of  the  fkull.  Be- 
tween the  ftakes  a  fire  had  been  made,  and  near 
it  fome  calcined  bones  were  obferved,  but  none 
of  thefe  appearances  enabled  us  to  fatisfy  our- 
felves,  concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  bo- 
dies had  been  difpofed  of. 

•  The  fituation  of  this  point  is  a  little  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  narrow  paffage  Mr.  Jolmftone 
had  gone  through  ;  the  north  extremity  of  which 
is  formed  by  a  very  long  fandy  fpit,  where  feven- 
teen  of  the  long  fupportcd  poles  were  feen  like 
thofe  before  defcribed  on  New  Dungenefs.  Thefe 
poles  had  frequently  prefented  themfelves,  though 
in  lefs  numbers  than  on  the  prefent  oceafion  ; 

but 
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but  though  thefe  afforded  us  an  opportunity  of 
examining  them,  they  did  not  contribute  the 
leaft  inftrudlion  concerning  the  purpofe  for  which  , 
they  were  intended.  They  were  uniformly  placed 
in  the  center  of  the  low  fmdy  fpit,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  eighty  yards  from  each  other; 
and  it  fhould  fecm  that  they  were  required  to 
be  of  certain  definite  heights,  although  not  all 
equally  high.  They  were,  in  general,  about  fix 
inches  in  diameter  at  the  bottom,  and  perfe&ly 
llraight ;  and,  when  too  fhort,  a  piece  was  added, 
which  was  very  neatly  fcarfed  on ;  the  top  of 
each  terminating  in  two  points  like  a  crefcent, 
or  rather  like  the  ftraight  fpreading  horns  of  an 
ox.  The  talleft  of  thefe  poles  I  fhould  fuppofe 
to  be  about  one  hundred  feet,  the  fliorteft  not  fo 
high  by  ten  or  fifteen  feet.  Between  feveral  of 
them  large  holes  were  dug  in  the  ground,  in 
which  were  many  {tones  that  had  been  burnt, 
which  gave  thefe  holes  the  refemblance  of  the 
cooking  places  in  the  South-Sea  iflands.  There 
was,  how  ever,  no  appearance  of  any  recent  ope- 
rations of  that  kind. 

In  moil  of  my  excurfions  I  met  with  an  indu- 
rated clay,  much  refembling  fullerVearth.  The 
high  ffceep  cliff,  forming  the  point  of  land  we 
were  now  upon,  feemed  to  be  principally  com- 
pofed  of  this  matter  ;  which,  on  a  more  clofe 
examination,  appeared  to  be  a  rich  fpecies  of  the 

marrow 
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marrow  ffcone,   from  whence  it  obtained  the 
name  of  Marrow-Stone  Point.    Eaft  of  this 
cliff,  the  fhore  is  extended  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  by  one  of  thofe  fandy  proje&ing  points  we 
had  fo  frequently  met  with.    Here  we  dined, 
and  had  an  excellent  view  of  this  inlet,  which 
appeared  to  be  of  no  inconfiderable  extent.  The 
eaftcrn  fhore  ftretched  by  compafs  from  N.  4 1  W. 
to  3.  5 1  E.  ;  the  fouth  extremity  of  the  weftern 
fhore  bore  S.  20  E. ;  and,  between  thefe  latter 
bearings,  the  horizon  was  occupied  by  iflands,  or 
land  appearing  much  broken.    The  weather  was 
ferene  and  plcafant,  and  the  country  continued 
to  exhibit,  between  us  and  the  eaftern  fnowy 
range,  the  fame  luxuriant  appearance.    At  its 
northern  extremity,  mount  Baker  bore  by  com- 
pafs N.  22  E.  ;  the  round  fnowy  mountain,  now 
forming  its  fouthem  extremity,  and  which,  after 
my  friend  Rear  Admiral  Rainier,  I  diftinguifhed 
by  the  name  of  Mount  Rainter,  bore  N.  42 
E.    Having  finiflicd  all  our  bufinefs  at  this  fta- 
tion.  the  boats  received  the  fame  directions  as 
before  ;  and  having  appointed  the  weflern  part 
of  fome  land  appearing  like  a  long  ifland,  and 
bearing  S.  E.  by  S.  four  leagues  diftant,  for  our 
evening's  rendezvous,   we  left  Marrow-Stone 
point  with  a  pleafant  gale,  and  every  profpedt  of 
accomplishing  our  feveral  talks.  .  The  favorable 
breeze  availed  us  but  little  ;  for  we  had  not  ad- 
vanced 
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vanceci  a  league  before  we  found  the  influence  of 
fo  ftrong  an  ebb  tide  that,  with  all  the  exertions 
of  our  oars  in  addition  to  our  fails,  we  could 
fcarccly  make  any  progrefs  along  the  coaft.  To- 
wards fun-fet,  both  the  wind  and  the  weather 
materially  changed  ;  the  former  became  light 
and  variable,  from  the  fbuthern  quarter,  and 
brought  with  it  inceffant  torrents  of  rain.  We 
perfevercd,  however,  in  our  endeavours  to  gain 
our  deftined  point,  but  without  fuccefs,  until 
about  eleven  at  night ;  when,  having  collected 
the  boats  by  fignal,  we  bore  up  for  the  weffcern, 
which  was  neareft  the  fhore,  and  landed  about 
one  in  the  morning,  completely  drenched.  With 
fome  difficulty  we  got  a  fire,  and  found  a  tole- 
rable place  for  our  tents.  This,  though  uncom- 
fortable, protected  us  in  fome  degree  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  which  detained  us 
all  the  next  day.  On  Wednefdav  morning  the 
9th,  we  found  ourfelves  near  the  fouth  extremity 
of  the  narrow  flioal  paffage  through  which  Mr. 
Johnftone  had  palled  from  port  Townfhend,  in 
a  very  fine  cove,  affording  good  anchorage  from 
10  to  25  fathoms,  excellent  holding  ground,  and 
fufficiently  capacious  to  accommodate  many  vef- 
fels.  We  traverfed  its  northern  fhores,  but  could 
not  find  any  water,  except  fuch  as  dripped  in 
fmall  quantities  from  the  rocks.  Whilffc  detain- 
ed by  this  unfavorable  weather,  fome  of  the 

young 
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young  gentlemen  in  their  excurfions  found  feve- 
ral  oak-trees,  of  which  they  produced  fpecimens; 
but  ftated  that  they  had  not  feen  any  exceeding 
three  or  four  feet  in  circumference.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  valuable  difcovery,  the  place  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Oak  Cove. 

The  weather  in  fome  meafure  clearing  up  foon 
after  day-break  on  Thurfday  the  10th,  we  again 
embarked,  and  continued  on  the  fame  weftern 
or  continental  fliore,  making  a  very  flow  pro- 
grefs,  owing  to  a  ftrong  ebb  tide,  and  a  frefli 
S.  E.  w7ind,  againft  us* 

We  had  not  been  long  out  of- Oak  cove,  when 
we  defcried  fome  Indians  paddling  flowly  under 
the  lee  of  a  rocky  point,  with  an  apparent  inten- 
tion of  waiting  our  approach.  In  this  they  were 
foon  gratified,  and  on  our  arrival,  they  did  not 
feem  to  exprefs  the  leaft  doubt  of  our  friendly 
difpofition  towards  them.  They  coiirteoufly  of- 
fered fuch  things  as  they  poflefled,  and  cordially 
accepted  fome  medals,  beads,  knives,  and  other 
trinkets,  which  I  prefented  to  them,  and  with 
which  they  appeared  to  be  highly  pleafed.  Wc 
were  now  employed  in  taking  iuch  neceffary 
angles  as  the  weather  permitted  us  to  obtain^ 
and  in  acquiring  fome  farther  information  ot 
this  inlet.  It  appeared  to  be  divided  into  two 
branches ;  the  moft  extenfive  one  took  its  direc- 
tion -  to  the  fouth-eaftward  of  land  appearing  ♦ 

Vol.  II.  G  like 
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like  a  long,  low  ifland ;  the  other,  apparently 
much  lefs,  ftretched  to  the  fouth-wfeftward  bf 
the  fame  land  ;  the  fhores  of  which  terminating 
in  a  high  perpendicular  bluff  point,  was,  in  con- 
fequencc  of  the  change  we  experienced  in  its 
neighbourhood,  called  Foulweather  Bluff. 

As  my  intentions  were  not  to  depart  from  the 
continental  boundary  >  the  weftern  arm  was  the 
firft  object  of  our  examination ;  and  we  directed 
our  courfe  towards  a  high  lump  of  land  that 
had  the  appearance  of  an  ifland,  entertaining 
little  doubt  of  finding  a  way  into  the  fouth  eaft- 
ern,  or  main  arm,  fouth  of  the  fuppofed  long 
low  ifland,  Off  this  point  lie  fome  rocks  above 
water,  with  others  vifible  only  at  low  tide,  ex- 
tending at  the  diftance  of  three  fourths  of  a  mile, 
and  nearly  a  mile  along  the  fliore.  The  country 
thereabouts  prefented  a  very  different  afped:  from 
that  which  we  had  been  accuftomed  to  fee.  In- 
flead  of  the  fandy  cliffs  that  form  the  fhores 
within  the  ftraits,  thefe  were  compofed  of  folid 
rocks.  On  them  the  herbage  and  fhrubs  feemed 
to  fiourifh  with  lefs  luxuriance*  though  the  trees 
appeared  to  form  a  much  greater  variety.  Hav- 
ing landed  about  nine  o'clock  to  breakfaft,  and 
to  take  the  advantage  of  the  fun  and  wind  to  dry 
fome  of  our  clothes,  our  friends  the  Indians,  fe- 
venteen  in  number,  landed  alfo  from  fix  canoes 
about  half  a  mile  a-head  of  us,  and  then  walked 

.  towards 
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towards  our  party,  attended  by  a  fmgle  canoe 
along  the  lhore  ;  they  having  hauled  up  all  the 
others.  They  now  approached  us  with  the  ut- 
moft  confidence,  without  being  armed,  and  be- 
haved in  the  mod  reipedtful  and  orderly  manner. 
On  a  line  being  drawn  with  a  ftick  on  the  fand 
between  the  two  parties,  they  immediately  fat 
down,  and  no  one  attempted  to  pafs  it,  with- 
out previouily  making  iigns,  requefting  permif- 
fion  for  fo  doing. 

In  their  perfons,  drefs,  canoes,  &c.  they  much 
refembled  the  Indians  of  port  Difcovery ;  they 
had  not  the  moft  diffcant  knowledge  of  the 
Nootka  language,  and  it  w~as  with  fome  diffi- 
culty that  any  of  their  numerals  were  acquired. 
They  had  not  any  thing  to  dilpofe  of  excepting 
their  bows,  arrows,  and  fome  few  of  their  woollen 
and  fkin  garments  ;  amongft  the  latter  appeared 
to  be  the  fkin  of  a  young  lionefs.  Thefe  they 
exchanged  for  trinkets,  and  other  things  of  little 
value,  and  in  the  traffic  conducted  themfelves  in 
a  very  fair  and  honeft  manner. 

After  we  had  embarked  they  examined  the 
place  where  we  had  been  fitting,  and  then  pad- 
dled towards  their  village,  which  was  fituated 
in  a  very  pleafant  cove  a  little  to  the  S.  W.  and 
built  with  wood,  after  the  fafiiion  of  the  deferted 
ones  we  had  before  feen.  The  wind  blowing 
ftrong  from  the  fouthward  fo  much  retarded  our 
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prdgrefs,  that  at  noon  we  had  only  reached  the 
N.  W.  point  of  the  arm  we  had  been  fteering 
for,  and  which  was  not  more  than  five  miles 
from  our  ftation  in  Oak  cove,  in  a  direction  S. 
14  E. ;  its "obferved  latitude  w7as  47°  53',  longi- 
tude 23/°  3<y,  Foulweather  bluff  forming  the 
oppofite  point  of  entrance  into  the  arm,  bore  eaft 
about  half  a  league  diftant.  The  ftrength  of  the 
ebb  tide  obliged  lis  to  {top  near  two  hours,  and 
from  its  rapidity  we  were  induced  to  believe,  as 
we  had  before  fufpeCted,  that  either  the  eaftem 
fhore  was  an  ifland,  or  that  the  tide  had  cxten- 
five  inland  communication. 

On  the  flood  returning,  we  refumed  our  route, 
and  found  our  fuppofed  high  round  ifland  con- 
nected with  the  main  by  a  low  fandy  neck  of 
land,  nearly  occupied  by  a  falt-water  fwamp. 
Into  the  bay,  formed  between  this  point  and  that 
we  had  departed  from,  defcended  a  few  final! 
ftreams  of  frefh  wrater  ;  with  which,  fo  far  as  w  e 
were  enabled  to  judge,  the  country  did  not 
abound.  This  opinion  was  fanCtioned  by  the 
Indians  who  vifited  us  this  morning,  bringing 
with  them  fmall  fquare  boxes  filled  with  frefh 
water,  which  we  could  not  tempt  them  to  dif- 
pofe  of*  Hence  this  branch  of  the  inlet  takes  a 
direCtiorl  about  S.  W.  \  S.  near  13  miles,  and 
is  in  general  about  half  a  league  wide-.  Its  fhores 
exhibited  by  no  means  the  luxuriant  appearance 

we 
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we  had  left  behind,  bfcing  nearly  deftitute  of  the 
open  verdant  /pots,  and  alternately  compofed  of 
fandy  or  rocky  cliffs  falling  abruptly  into  the  fca, 
or  terminating  on  a  beach  ;  whilft  in  fome  places 
the  even  land  extended  from  the  water  fide, 
with  little  or  no  elevation.  The  low  projecting 
points  caufe  the  coaft  to  be  fomewhat  indented 
with  fmall  bays,  where,  #  near  the  fhore,  we  had 
foundings  from  five  to  twelve  fathoms  ;  but  in 
the  middle  of  the  channel,  though  not  more  than 
two  miles  in  width,  no  bottom  could  be  reached 
with  J 10  fathoms  of  line. 

We  had  not  advanced  more  than  two  or  three 
miles  before  we  loft  the  advantage  of  the  flood 
tide,  and  met  a  ftream  that  ran  conftantly  down. 
This,  w^ith  a  very  frefh  S.  W.  wind,  fo  retarded 
our  progrefs,  that  it  was  not  until  Friday  the 
i  1  th  at  noon  that  wre  reached  the  extent  above 
mentioned,  which  we  found  to  be  fkuated  due 
fouth  of  our  obfervatory  in  port  Difcovery,  in  the 
latitude  of  4/°  3y/.  From  this  ftation,  which  I 
called  Hazel  Point  in  confequence  of  its  pro- 
ducing many  of  thole  trees,  the  channel  divides 
into  two  branches,  one  taking  a  direction  nearly 
due  north,  the  other  S.  W,  We  Hill  continued 
on  the  right  hand,  or  continental  fliore,  and 
found  the  northern  arm  terminate  at  the  dil- 
tance  of  about  feven  miles  in  a  fpacious  bafbn, 
where  bottom  could  not  be  found  with  70  fa- 
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thorns  of  line.  As  we  returned  to  take  up  our 
abode  for  the  night  at  the  S.  W.  point  of  this 
arm,  we  obferved  fome  fmoke  on  fhore,  and  faw 
a  canoe  hauled  up  into  a  fmall  creek ;  but  none 
of  the  inhabitants  could  be  difcovered,  nor  did  we 
hear  or  fee  any  thing  of  them  during  the  night. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday  the  1  2th,  at  four 
o'clock,  wc  again  embarked.  Having  been  fup- 
plied  for  five  days  only,  our  provifions  were 
greatly  exhaufted,  and  the  commencement  of 
this,  which  was  the  fixth,  threatened  us  with 
Ihort  allowance.  Our  fportfmen  had  been  un- 
able to  affift  our  ftock ;  and  the  profpedl  of  ob- 
taining any  fupplies  from  the  natives  was  equally- 
uncertain.  The  region  we  had  lately  paffed 
feemed  nearly  deftitute  of  human  beings.  The 
brute  creation  alfo  had  deferted  the  fhores ;  the 
tracks  of  deer  w-ere  no  longer  to  be  feen ;  nor 
was  there  an  aquatic  bird  on  the  whole  extent 
of  the  canal ;  animated  nature  feemed  nearly  ex- 
haufted ;  and  her  awful  filence  was  only  nowr 
and  then  interrupted  by  the  croaking  of  a  raven, 
the  breathing  of  a  feal,  or  the  fcream  of  an  eagle. 
Even  thefe  folitary  founds  were  fo  feldom  heard, 
that  the  ruftling  cf  the  breeze  along  the  fhore, 
aflifted  by  the  folemn  ftillnefs  that  prevailed, 
gave  rife  to  ridiculous  fufpicions  in  our  feamen 
of  hearing  rattlefnakes,  and  other  hideous  mon- 
itors^ in  the  wildernefs,  which  was  compofed  of 

the 
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the  productions  already  mentioned,  but  which 
appeared  to  grow  with  infinitely  lefs  vigour  than 
we  had  been  accuftomed  to  witnefs. 

To  the  weftward  and  N.  W.  lay  that  range 
pf  fnowy  mountains,  noticed  the  morning  we 
fppke  with  the  Columbia.  Thefe  gradually  de- 
scended in  a  fouthern  dire&ion,  whilffc  the  ium- 
mit  of  the  eaftern  range  now  and  then  appear- 
ing, feemed  to  give  bounds  to  this  low  country 
on  that  fide.  Between  the  S.  E.  and  S.  W.  a 
country  of  ci  very  moderate  height  feemed  to  ex- 
tend as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  ;  and,  from  its 
eminences  and  vallies,  there  was  reafon  to  believe 
that  this  inkf  continued  to  meander  a  very  con- 
fiderable  diftance,  which  made  me  much  regret 
that  we  were  not  provided  for  a  longer  excurfion. 
Yet,  having  propeeded  thus  far,  I  refolved  to 
continue  our  refearcfres,  though  at  the  expence 
of  a  little  hunger,  until  the  inlet  fhould  either 
terminate,  or  fo  extenfively  open,  as  to  render  it 
expedient  that  the  veffels  fhould  be  brought  up ; 
which  would  be  a  very  tedipus  and  dilagreeable 
operation,  in  confequence  of  the  narrownefs  of 
the  channel,  and  the  great  depth  of  the  water. 
Soundings  in  fome  places  only  could  be  gained 
clofe  to  the  Ihqre ;  and  in  the  middle  no  bottom 
had  any  where  been  found  with  100  fathoms  of 
line,  although  the  fhores  were  in  general  low* 
and  not  half  a  league  afundcr.  * 
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Having  very  pleafant  weather,  and  a  gentle 
favorable  breeze,  we  proceeded,  and  pafled  feve- 
ral  runs  of  frefh.  water.  Near  one  of  the  largeft: 
we  obferved  our  latitude  at  noon  to  be  47°  27' ; 
and  once  again  had  the  pleafure  of  approaching 
an  inhabited  country.  A  canoe,  in  which  there 
were  three  men,  went  alongfide  the  launch,  and 
bartered  a  few  trifles  for  beads,  iron,  and  copper, 
but  declined  every  invitation  from  us  to  come  on 
fhore.  From  Mr.  Puget  I  learned,  that  they  ap- 
peared to  be  very  honeft  in  their  dealings,  and 
had  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevail  on 
the  party  in  the  launch  to  attend  them  home, 
which  he  underfcood  to  be  at  the  diftance  of 
about  a  league,  and  for  which  they  feemed  to 
make  the  beft  of  their  way,  probably  to  acquaint 
their  friends  with  the  approach  of  irrangers. 
Soon  after  we  had  dined,  a  fmoke  wras  obferved 
near  the  fuppofed  place  of  their  refidence  ;  made, 
'as  we  concluded,  for  the  purpofe  of  directing  us 
to  their  habitations,  for  which  we  immediately 
fet  off,  agreeably  to  their  very  civil  invitation. 

An  idea  during  this  excurfion  had  occurred  to 
us,  that  part  of  the  brute  creation  have  an  aver- 
fion  to  the  abfence  of  the  human  race  ;  this  opi- 
nion feemed  now  in  fome  meafure  confirmed,  by 
the  appearance  for  the  firft  time  during  the  laft 
three  days,  of  feveral  fpecies  of  ducks,  and  other 
aquatic  birds.    1  do  not,  however,  mean  abfo- 

lutely 
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lutely  to  infer,  tLat  it  is  the  affeCtion  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  creation  to  man,  that  draws  them 
to  the  lame  fpots  which  human  beings  prefer, 
fince  it  is  highly  probable  that  fuch  places  as 
afford  the  moft  eligible  refidence  in  point  of  fuf- 
tenance  to  the  human  race,  in  an  uncivilized 
flate,  may  be,  by  the  brute  creation,  reforted  to 
for  the  fame  purpofe. 

The  habitations  of  our  new  friends  appeared 
to  be  {ituated  nearly  at  the  extremity  of  this  in- 
let, or  where  it  appeared  to  take  a  very  fharp 
turn  to  the  S.  E.  ftiil  favoring  our  hopes  of  re- 
turning by  the  great  eaftern  arm.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, vanifhed  on  landing,  as  we  found  its  S.  W. 
direction  terminate  in  land,  apparently  low  and 
fwampy,  with  a  fhoal  extending  fome  diftance 
from  its  fhores,  forming  a  narrow  paiTage  to  the 
fouth-eaftward  into  a  cove  or  bafon,  which  feem- 
ed  its  termination  alfo  in  that  direction. 

Here  we  found  the  fined  ftream  of  frcfli  water 
we  had  yet  feen  ;  from  the  fize,  clearnefs,  and 
rapidity  of  which,  little  doubt  could  be  enter- 
tained of  its  having  its  fource  in  perpetual  fprings. 
Near  it  were  two  miferable  huts  with  mats 
thrown  carelefsly  over  them,  protecting  their 
tenants  neither  from  the  heat  nor  feverity  of  the 
weather ;  thefe  huts  feemed  calculated  to  con- 
tain only  the  five  or  fix  men  then  prefent,  though 
previoufly  to  our  quitting  the  boats  we  fuppofed 
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a  greater  number  of  perfons  had  been  feen  ;  thofe 
were  probably  their  women,  who  on  our  ap- 
proach had  retired  to  the  woods. 

Thefe  good  people  conduced  themfelves  in 
the  moft  friendly  manner.    They  had  little  to 
difpofe  of,  yet  they  bartered  away  their  bows 
and  arrows  without  the  leaft  hefitation,  together 
with  fome  fmall  fifti,  cockles,  and  clams ;  of  the 
latter  we  purchafed  a  large  quantity,  a  fupply  of 
which  was  very  acceptable  in  the  low  condition 
of  our  ftock.    They  made  us  clearly  to  under- 
ftand,  that  in  the  cove  to  the  S,  E,  we  fhould 
find  a  number  of  their  countrymen,   who  had 
the  like  commodities  to  difpofe  of;  and  being 
anxious  to  leave  no  doubt  concerning  a  further 
inland  navigation  by  this  arm  of  the  fea,  and 
wifhing  to  eftabliih,  as  far  as  poffible,  a  friendly 
intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
which,  from  the  docile  and  inoffenfive  manners 
of  thofe  we  had  feen,  appeared  a  tafk  of  no  great 
difficulty,  we  proceeded  to  a  low  point  of  laud 
that  forms  the  north  entrance  into  the  cove. 
There  wx  beheld  a  number  of  the  natives,  who 
did  not  betray  the  fmalleft  apprebenfion  at  our 
approach ;  the  whole  affembly  remained  quietly 
feated  on  the  grafs,  excepting  two  or  three  whole 
particular  office  feemed  to  be  that  of  making  us 
welcome  to  their  country.    Thefe  prefented  us 
with  fome  fifh,  and  received. in  return  trinkets  of 

various 


179^-1  ROUND  THE  WORLD,  Ql 

various  kinds,  which  delighted  them  exceffively* 
They  attended  us  to  their  companions,  who 
amounted  in  number  to  about  fixty,  including 
the  women  and  children.  We  were  received 
by  them  with  equal  cordiality,  and  treated  with 
marks  of  great  friendfhip  and  hofpitality.  A 
fhprt  time  wras  heie  employed  in  exchanges  of 
mutual  civilities.  The  females  on  this  occafion 
took  a  very  adiivc  part.  They  prefented  us  with 
fifh,  arrows,  and  other  trifles,  in  a  way  that  con- 
vinced us  they  had  much  pleafure  in  fo  doing. 
They  did  not  appear  to  differ  in  any  refpcdi  from 
the  inhabitants  wc  had  before  feen  ;  and  fome  of 
our  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  they  recog- 
nized the  perfons  of  one  or  two  who  had  vifited 
us  on  the  preceding  Thurfday  morning ;  parti- 
cularly one  man,  who  had  fufFered  very  much 
from  the  fmall  pox.  This  deplorable  difeafe  is 
not  only  common,  but  it  is  greatly  to  be  appre- 
hended is  very  fatal  amongft  them,  as  its  inde- 
lible marks  were  feen  on  many  ;  and  feveral  had 
loft  the  fight  of  one  eye,  which  was  remarked 
to  be  generally  the  left,  owing  moffc  likely  to 
the  virulent  cffe&s  of  this  baneful  diforder.  The 
refidence  of  thefe  people  here  was  doubtlefs  of  a 
temporary  nature  ;  few  had  taken  the  trouble  of 
creeling  their  ufual  miierable  huts,  being  con- 
tent to  lodge  on  the  ground,  with  loofe  mats 
only  for  their  covering. 

From 
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From  this  point,  which  is  fituated  nearly  at 
the  fouth  extremity  of  the  channel  in  latitude 
47°  21',  longitude  237°  6iy,  little  doubt  exifted 
of  the  cove  terminating  its  navigation.  To  af- 
certain  this,  whilft  I  remained  with  thefe  civil 
people,  Mr.  Johnffcone  w7as  directed  to  row 
round  the  projection  -that  had  obftructed  our 
view  of  the  whole  circumference  of  the  cove, 
which  is  about  two  miles  ;  and,  if  it  wTere  not 
clofed,  to  purfue  its  examination.  Our  former 
conjectures  being  confirmed,  on  his  return  we 
4  prepared  to  depart ;  and,  as  we  were  putting  off 
from  the  fhore,  a  cloak  of  inferior  fea  otter  fkins 
was  brought  down,  which  I  purchafed  for  a  fmall 
piece  of  copper.  Upon  this  they  made  iigns  that 
if  we  would  remain,  more,  and  of  a  fuperior  qua- 
lity, fhould  be  produced  ;  but  as  this  was  not  our 
object,  and  as  we  had  fmifbed  our  propofed  taik 
fooner  than  was  expected  this  morning,  to  the 
no  fmall  fatisfaction  of  our  whole  party,  we  di- 
rected our  courfe  back  towards  port  Difcovery, 
from  which  we  were  now  about  /0  miles  dif- 
tant. 

A  frefe  northwardly  wind,  and  the  approach 
of  night,  obliged  us  to  take  up  our  abode  about 
two  miles  from  the  Indians,  fome  of  whom  had 
followed  us  along  the  beach  until  we  landcH, 
when  they  polled  themfelves  at  the  diftance  of 
about  half  a  mile,  to  obfervc  our  different  em- 
ployments ; 
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ploymehts ;  at  dark  they  all  retired,  and  we  nei- 
ther heard  nor  law  any  thing  more  of  them; 
The  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide,  although  the  cur- 
rent conftantly  rah  down  without  any  great  de- 
gree of  rapidity,  appeared  to  have  been  nearly  ten 
feet,  and  it  was  high  water  3h  bO/  after  the  moon 
palled  the  meridian. 

Early  on  Sunday  mdrning  the  1  3th,  we  agairt 
embarked ;  directing  our  route  down  the  inlet, 
which,  after  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Hood* 
I  called  Hood's  Channel  ;  but  our  progrefs 
homeward  wras  fo  very  flow,  that  it  was  Mon- 
day afternoon,  the  14th,  before  we  reached  Foul- 
weather  bluff.  This  promontory  is  not  ill  named, 
for  we  had  fcarcely  landed,  when  a  heavy  rain 
commenced,  which  continuing  the  reft  of  the 
day,  obliged  us  to  remain  ftationary.  This  de- 
tention I  endeavoured  to  reconcile  with  the  hope 
that  the  next  morning  would  permit  fome  exa- 
mination, or  at  leaft  afford  us  a  view  of  the  great 
eaftern  arm,  before  we  returned  to  the  ihips; 
but  in  this  I  was  difappointed.  After  wraiting 
until  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  Tuefday  the 
15th,  without  the  leaft  profpedl  of  an  alteration 
for  the  better,  we  again  fet  Out  with  a  frefli 
breeze  at  S.  S.  E.  attended  with  heavy  fqualls 
and  torrents  of  rain ;  and  about  four  in  the  af- 
ternoon arrived  on  board,  much  to  the  latisfao 
tion  I  believe  of  all  parties,  as  great  anxiety  had 

been 
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been  entertained  for  our  fafety,  in  confequence 
of  the  unexpected  length  of  oar  abfence.  The 
fwivels  fired  from  our  boat  and  that  of  the  Chat- 
ham's the  morning  after  our  departure,  were 
heard  on  board,  and  were  the  caufc  of  much  alarm 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  appointed  for  our 
return.  Such  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  fe- 
veral  common  occupations  going  forward  when 
I  left  the  fliips,  that  I  had  the  fatisfa&ibn  to  find 
every  thing  accomplifhed.  But  from  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  I  underftood,  that  the  weather  had  been  fd 
unfavorable  to  our  aftronomical  purfuits,  that  he 
had  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  lunar  diftances> 
though  he  had  fucceeded  in  afcertaining  the  rate 
of  the  chronometers.  Having,  however,  acquired 
fufficient  authority  of  this  nature  for  correcting 
our  furvey,  and  carrying  it  further  into  execution, 
I  determined  to  depart  as  foon  as  the  weather 
ihould  break  up.  This  did  not  happen  until 
Thurfday  afternoon  the  17th;  when  the  tents 
and  obfervatory  were  re-embarked,  and  every 
thing  got  in  readinefs  for  failing  the  next  morn- 
ing, Friday  the  18th.  A  light  air  from  the  S* 
E.  and  pleafant  weather,  favored  our  departure ; 
and  about  break  fall  time*  the  fhip  arriving  at  the 
entrance  of  the  port,  I  landed  on  the  eaft  end 
of  Protection  ifland,  in  order,  from  its  eminence, 
to  take  a  more  accurate  view  of  the  iiirrcunding 
fhores.    In  moffc  directions,  they  feemed  much 

broken* 
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broken,  particularly  in  the  northern  quarter, 
being  there  occupied  by  an  archipelago  of  iflands 
of  various  fizes.  On  my  return  on  board,  I  di- 
rected Mr.  Broughton  to  ufe  his  endeavours,  in 
the  Chatham,  to  acquire  fome  information  in 
that  line,  whilft  I  continued  my  examination 
with  the  Difcovery  up  the  inlet  which  we  had 
difcovered  in  the  boats,  to  the  eaftward  of  Foul- 
weather  bluff ;  appointing  the  firft  inlet  to  the 
fouth-eaftward  of  that  point  on  the  ftarboard,  or 
continental  fhore,  as  our  place  of  rendezvous. 
We  parted  about  noon  in  pleafant  weather,  and 
with  a  fine  breeze  direCled  our  vefTels  agreeably 
to  our  i;efpe6live  purfuits* 

As  a  more  particular  deicription  of  port  Difco- 
covery  and  the  fiirrounding  country  would  have 
interfered  with  our  primary  object  of  afcertaining 
the  boundary  of  this  coaft,  I  fhall  referve  it  for 
the  fubjeft  of  the  following  fhort  chapter  ;  and 
fliall  conclude  this  with  fuch  agronomical  and 
nautical  obfervations  as  circumftances  permitted 
us  to  make  whilft  in  port,  as  well  as  thofe  made 
previous  to  our  arrival  and  after  our  departure ; 
which  have  affifted  in  fixing  its  longitude,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  exterior  coaft  of  New  Al- 
bion fouthward  to  cape  Mendocino. 

A  part  of  this  coaft,  prior  to  our  vifit,  had 
been  feen  by  different  navigators,  and  the  pofi- 
tion  of  certain  head  lands,  capes,  &c.  given  to 

the 
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the  world.  Several  of  thefe  I  have  found  my- 
felf  under  the  neceffity  of  placing  in  different 
latitudes  and  longitudes,  as  well  thofe  feen  by 
Captain  Cook,  as  others  laid  down  by  the  diffe- 
rent vifitors  who  have  followed  him.  This,  how- 
ever, I  have  not  prefumed  to  do,  from  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  fuperior  abilities  as  an  aftronomer, 
or  integrity  as  an  hiftorian ;  but  from  the  con- 
viction, that  no  one  of  my  predeeefibrs  had  the 
good  fortune  to  meet  fo  favorable  an  opportu- 
nity for  the  examination  :  tinder  the  happy  cir- 
cumftances  of  which  I  have  been  induced  to  af- 
fign,  to  the  feveral  confpicuous  head  lands,  points*, 
&c.  the  pofitions  afcef tained  by  the  refult  of  out 
feveral  obfervations  ;  from  which,  as  it  evidently 
appeared  that  our  chronometer  had  materially 
accelerated  on  its  Otaheitean  rate,  it  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  ftate  the  mode  I  adopted  for  the 
correction  of  that  error. 

In  our  paffage  towards,  and  during  bur  flay 
amongft,  the  Sandwich  iflands,  the  chronometer, 
agreeably  to  its  Otaheitean  rate,  fcemed  to  have 
been  accurate  to  a  fcrupulous  degree  of  nicety  \ 
but,  by  fome  obfervations  made  prior  to  the  20th 
of  March,  it  appeared  to  have  deviated  manifeftly 
from  the  truth.  The  obfervations  made  on  that 
day  were  the  moft  remote  ones  I  made  ufe  of 
on  this  occafion  ;  and,  by  the  mean  refult  of  all 
made  fmce  in  port  Dilcovery,  initead  of  the  chro- 
nometer 
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nometer  gaining  at  the  rate  of  4/;  3'"  per  day 
only,  it  was  found  to  be  gaining  11"  55'"  per 
day ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  the  allowance  of 
the  former  rate,  from  the  26th  of  March  to  our 
arrival  on  the  coaft,  it  was  increafed  to  8/;  per 
day  ;  and  from  the  1  7  th  of  April,  1  \  n  30/y/  were 
allowed  as  the  rate  of  the  chronometer,  for  the 
purpofe  of  reducing  all  our  obfervations  from  that 
period  to  our  arrival  in  port  Difcovery ;  which 
medium,  I  truft,  will  hereafter  be  found  fully  to 
anfwer  my  expectations.  The  following  will 
ferve  to  exhibit  the  different  obfervations  made 
to  eftablifh.  this  point,  comprehending  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  fets  of  lunar  diftances,  each  fet 
containing  fix  obfervations,  taken  by  the  feveral 
officers  and  gentlemen  on  board,  as  follow : 

Mr.  Puget,  nine  fets  taken  between 

the  28th  March  and  Qth  of  April  237°  lg'  5" 
Mr.  Whidbey,  fifty-eight  ditto,  the 

26th  March  and  12th  of  June    237°  23'  38;/ 
Mr.  Orchard,  fifty-three  ditto,  ditto  237°  22' 
Mr.  J.  Stewart,  twenty- four  ditto, 
.  the  27th  of  March  and  2Qth  of 

April       -  -  -        237°  25/  50" 

Mr.  Ballard,  thirty-eight  ditto,  ditto  237°  22/  13* 
Myfelf  thirty-eight  ditto,  the  28th 

of  March  and  5th  of  May  237°  21'  9" 
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Hence  the  longitude  of  the  obfer- 

vatory  deduced  from  the  mean 

refult  of  the  above  obfcrved  dif- 

tances  of  the  4  a  @  and  ftars, 

was         -  23/°  22'  Iff 

On  our  arrival  in  port  Difcovery, 

the  chronometer,  by  the  Portf- 

mouth  rate,  on  the  4th  of  May, 

lliewed  -  -        237°  51' 

By  the  Otaheitean  rate         -        235°  5(/ 
Mr.  Arnold's  chronometer  on  board 

the  Chatham,  by  the  Otaheitean 

rate         -  235°  2/' 


From  the  above  obfervations,  and  nine  days 
correfponding  altitudes,  Kendal's  chronometer 
was  found,  on  the  ]  3th  of  May  at  noon,  to  be 
fall  of  mean  time  at  Gren-wich  45'  A&f>  and  to 
be  gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of  1  i#  55'" 
per  day.  By  the  fame  obfervations,  Mr.  Ar- 
nold's, on  the  1  3th  of  May  at  noon,  was  faffc  of 
mean  time  at  Greenwich  2h  56'  4Qrf,  and  was 
gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of  2  7fr  per  day. 

The  latitude  of  the  obfervatory,  by 
the  mean  refult  of  nine  meridian 
altitudes,  was  -  -        48°  2'  30M 


The 
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The  variation,  by  all  our  compaffes, 
in  eleven  fets  of  azimuths,  differ- 
ing from  20°  to  26°,  gave  their 
mean  refult  -  -         21°  30" 


The  vertical  inclination  of  the  mag- 
netic needle. 
Marked  end  North  face  Eaft    -        73°  50/ 
Ditto  Weft    -      75°  5f 

Ditto  South  face  Eaft      -      7 2°  l  f 

Ditto  Weft    -      75°  55' 


Mean  vertical  inclination  of  the  North 

point  of  the  marine  dipping  needle  74°  30' 


In  port  Difcovery,  the  tide  was  obferved  to 
flow  on  the  full  of  the  moon,  about  ten  feet ; 
♦and  was  high  water  3h  5o!  after  the  moon  pafled 
the  meridian. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Defcription  of  Port  Difcovery  and  the  adjacent 
Country — Its  Inhabitants — Method  of  depofting 
the  Dead — ConjeSiures  relative  to  the  apparent 
Depopulation  of  the  Country. 

TT  SHALL  now  proceed  to  relate  fuch  matters 
'JL  refpeding  the  country  of  New  Albion  as  ap- 
peared intitled  to  notice,  and  which  are  not  in- 
ferted  in  the  preceding  narrative. 

Port  Difcovery,  already  mentioned  as  a  per- 
fectly fafc  and  convenient  harbour,  has  its  outer 
points  1 1  miles  afunder,  bearing  from  each  other 
S.  63  W.  and  N.  03  E.  ;  its  entrance  is  fituated 
in  latitude  48°  longitude  23/°  20f',  whence 
the  port  fir  ft;  takes  a  direction  S.  30  E.  about 
eight  miles,  and  then  terminates  S.  W.  by  W. 

bout  a  league  further.  If  it  lies  under  any  dis- 
advantage, it  is  in  its  great  depth  of  water ;  in 
which  refpeCt,  however,  we  found  no  inconve- 
nience, as  the  bottom  was  exceedingly  good 
holding  ground,  and  free  from  rocks.  Towards 
the  upper  part  of  the  harbour  it  is  of  lefs  depth  ; 
but  I  faw  no  fituation  more  eligible  than  that  in 
which  the  vefiels  rode,  off  the  firfl  low  fandy 

point 
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point  on  the  weftern  fhore,  about  4|  miles  with- 
in the  entrance.  Here  our  wooding,  watering, 
brewing,  and  all  other  operations  were  carried  on 
with  the  utmoft  facility  and  convenience.  The 
fhores  of  Protection  iiland  form  on  its  fouth  fide, 
which  is  about  two  miles  long,  a  moft  excellent 
roadftead,  and  a  channel  into  port  Difcovery, 
near  two  miles  wide  on  either  fide,  without  any 
interruption,  which,  with  other  nautical  parti- 
culars, are  exhibited  in  the  chart. 

The  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  port 
may  generally  be  confidered  of  a  moderate  height, 
although  bounded  on  the  weft  ftde  by  mountains 
covered  with  fnow,  to  which  the  land  from  the 
water's  edge  rifes  in  a  pleafing  diverfity  by  hills 
of  gradual  afcent.  The  fnow  on  thefe  hills  pro- 
bably difiblves  as  the  fummer  advances,  for  pine 
trees  were  produced  on  their  very  fummits.  On 
the  fea  fliore  the  land  generally  terminated  in 
low  fandy  cliffs  ;  though  in  fome  fpaces  of  con- 
fiderable  extent  it  ran  nearly  level  from  high 
water  mark.  The  foil  for  the  moft  part  is  a  light 
fandy  loam,  in  feveral  places  of  very  confiderable 
depth,  and  abundantly  mixed  with  decayed  ve- 
getables. The  vigour  and  luxuriance  of  its  pro- 
ductions proved  it  to  be  a  rich  fertile  mould, 
which  poffibly  might  be  considerably  improved 
by  the  addition  of  the  calcareous  matter  contain- 
ed in  the  marrow  ftone  that  prefented  itfelf  in 

H  3  m&ny 
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many  places.  In  refpedt  to  its  mineral  produc- 
tions no  great  variety  was  obferved.  Iron  ore, 
in  its  various  forms,  was  generally  found  ;  and 
from  the  weight  and  magnetic  qualities  of  fome 
fpecimens,  appeared  tolerably  rich,  particularly 
a  kind  that  much  refembled  the  blood  ftone. 
Thefe,  with  quartz,  agate,  the  common  flint, 
and  a  great  intermixture  of  other  filicious  matter, 
(moft  of  the  ftones  we  met  with  being  of  that 
clafs)  with  fome  variety  of  calcareous,  magne- 
lian,  and  argilaceous  earths,  were  the  mineral 
productions  generally  found. 

The  parts  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  applicable 
to  ufeful  purpofes  appeared  to  grow7  very  luxuri- 
antly, and  confided  of  the  Canadian  and  Nor-? 
w7eglan  hemlock,  filver  pines,  the  Tacamahac 
£ind  Canadian  poplar,  arbor-vitas,  common  yew, 
black  and  common  dwarf  oak,  American  a(h, 
common  hazel,  fycamore,  fugar,  mountain,  and 
Penfylyanian  maple,  oriental  arbutus,  American 
alder,  and  common  willow ;  thefe,  with  the  Ca- 
nadian alder,  fmall  fruited  crab,  and  Penfylva- 
nian cherry  trees,  conftituted  the  forefts,  which 
may  be  confidered  rather  as  encumbered,  than 
adorned,  with  underwood ;  although  there  were 
feveral  places  where,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  the  tra- 
veller might  pafs  without  being  in  the  leaft  in- 
commoded, excepting  by  the  undecayed  trunks 
of  trees  which  had  fallen.  Of  efculent  vegetables 

we 
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we  found  but  few ;  the  white  or  dead  nettle,  and 
famphire,  were  moft  common  ;  the  wild  orache, 
vulgarly  called  fat-hen,  with  the  vetch.  Two 
or  three  forts  of  wild  peaS,  and  the  common 
hedge  muftard,  were  frequently  though  not  al- 
ways met  with,  and  were  confidered  by  us  as  ex- 
cellent of  their  kinds,  and  ferved  to  relifh  our 
fait  provifions,  on  which,  with  a  very  fcanty 
fupply  of  filh,  all  hands  fubfifted.  Amongft  the 
more  minute  productions,  Mr.  Menzies  found 
conftant  amufement ;  and,  I  believe,  was  enabled 
to  make  fome  addition  to  the  catalogue  of  plants. 

The  knowledge  we  acquired  of  the  animal 
kingdom  was  very  imperfect.  The  fkins  of  the 
animals  already  noticed  were  fuch  as  are  com- 
monly found  amongft  the  inhabitants  on  the  fea 
coafts  under  the  fame  parallel,  and  towards 
Nootka ;  thefe  were  moftly  of  the  coarfer  and 
more  common  forts.  Garments  of  fea  otter 
Ikins  were  not  worn,  nor  did  many  fuch  fkins 
appear  amongft  the  inhabitants.  The  only  liv- 
ing quadrupeds  we  faw,  were  a  black  bear,  two 
or  three  wild  dogs,  about  as  many  rabbits,  feve- 
ral  fmall  brown  fquirrcls,  rats,  mice,  and  the 
fkunk,  whofe  effluvia  were  the  moft  intolerable 
and  ofFenfive  I  ever  experienced. 

Few  of  the  feathered  tribe  were  procured,  al- 
though, on  our  firft  arrival,  the  aquatic  birds 
were  fo  numerous,  that  we  expeded  a  profufe 

H  4  fupply 
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fupply  of  wild  fowl ;  but  thefe  were  all  fo  ex- 
tremely fhy  and  watchful,  that  our  guns  feldom 
reached  them  ;  and,  on  being  fired  at,  they  dis- 
appeared. About  the  fliores  and  on  the  rocks, 
v/e  found  fomc  fpecies  of  the  tern,  the  common 
gull,  fea  pigeon  of  Newfoundland,  curlews,  fand- 
larks,  fhags,  and  the  black  fea  pye,  like  thofe  in 
New  Holland  and  New  Zealand ;  thefe  were 
however  not  fo  abundant  as  the  others.  Nor 
did  the  woods  appear  to  be  much  reforted  to  by 
the  feathered  race  ;  two  or  three  fpruce  par- 
tridges had  been  feen ;  with  few  in  point  of 
number,  and  little  variety,  of  fmall  birds : 
amcngft  which  the  humming  birds  bore  a  great 
proportion.  At  the  outikirts  of  the  woods,  and 
about  the  water  fide,  the  white  headed  and  brown 
eagle ;  ravens,  carrion  crows,  American  king's 
fifher,  and  a  very  handfome  woodpecker,  were 
fcen  in  numbers ;  and  in  addition  to  thefe  on 
lie  low  projecting  points,  and  open  places  in  the 
woods,  we  frequently  faw  a  bird  with  which  we 
were  wholly  unacquainted,  though  we  confidered 
it  to  be  a  fpecies  of  the  crane  or  heron  ;  fome  of 
their  eggs  were  found  of  a  bluifh  caft,  confide- 
rably  larger  than  that  of  a  turkey,  and  well  tafted. 
Thefe  birds  have  remarkably  long  legs  and  necks, 
and  their  bodies  feemed  to  equal  in  fize  the 
larged  turkey.  Their  plumage  is  uniformly  of  a 
light  brown,  and  when  ered,  their  height,  on  a 

moderate 
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moderate  computation,  could  not  be  lefs  than 
four  feet.  They  feemed  to  prefer  open  fituations, 
and  ufed  no  endeavours  to  hide  or  fcreen  them- 
felves  from  our  fight,  but  were  too  vigilant  to 
allow  our  fportfmen  taking  them  by  furprife* 
Some  blue,  and  fome  nearly  white  herons  of  the 
common  fize  were  alfo  feen. 

The  fea  was  not  much  more  bountiful  to  us 
of  its  animal  productions  than  was  its  fhores. 
The  fcanty  fupply  of  fifh  we  were  enabled  to 
procure,  confifted  in  general  of  the  common  forts 
of  fmall  flat-fifh,  elephant  fifli,  fea  bream,  fea 
perch,  a  large  fort  of  fculpin,  fome  weighing  fix 
or  eight  pounds,  with  a  greenifti  colour  about 
their  throat,  belly,  and  gills ;  thefe  were  very 
coarfe,  but  no  ill  effects  wrere  confequent  on  eat- 
ing them.  The  above,  with  a  few  trout,  a  fmall 
fort  of  eel  extremely  w7ell  tailed,  of  a  yellowifh 
green  colour,  were  the  fifties  we  mod  generally 
caught.  A  fmall  common  black  fnake,  a  few 
lizards  and  frogs,  together  wTith  a  variety  of  com- 
mon infe6ts,  none  of  which  could  be  confidered 
as  very  troublefome,  were  the  only  creatures' of 
the  reptile  tribe  we  obferved. 

This  country,  regarded  in  an  agricultural  point 
of  view,  I  fhould  conceive  is  capable  of  high  im- 
provement, notwithftanding  the  foil  in  general 
maybe  confidered  to  be  light  and  fandy.  Its 
fpontaneous  productions  in  the  vicinity  of  the 

wToods 
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woods  arc  nearly  the  fame,  and  grow  in  equal 
luxuriance  with  thofe  under  a  fimilar  parallel  in 
Europe ;  favoring  the  hope,  that  if  nutritious 
exotics  were  introduced  and  carefully  attended 
to,  they  would  fucceed  in  the  high  eft  degree. 
The  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  and  the  forward- 
nefs  of  every  fpecies  of  plants,  afforded  ftrong 
grounds  Sit  fupport  of  this  opinion. 

The  interruptions  we  experienced  in  the  ge- 
neral ferenity  of  the  weather,  were  probably  no 
more  than  were  abfolutely  requifite  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  to  bring  forward  the  annual  produc- 
tions. Thefe  were  attended  with  no  violence  of 
wind,  and  the  rain  which  fell,  although  difagree- 
able  to  travellers,  was  not  fo  heavy  as  to  beat 
down  and  deftroy  the  firft  efforts  of  vegetation. 
Under  all  thefe  favorable  circumftances,  the 
country  yet  labours  under  one  material  difadvan- 
tage  in  the  fcarcity  of  frefti  water.  The  ftreams 
however  that  wre  met  with  appeared  fufheient  to 
anfwer  all  purpofes,  in  the  domeftic  oeconomy 
of  life,  to  a  very  numerous  body  of  inhabitants  : 
and,  were  the  country  cleared  and  fearched, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  variety  of  eligible 
fituations  might  be  found  for  eftablifhments, 
where,  with  proper  exertions,  wholeforne  water 
might  be  procured. 

What  the  low  country  before  us  toward  the 
range  of  fnowy  mountains  may  produce,  remains 

for 
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for  future  investigation  ;  but  judging  from  what 
we  had  feen,  it  feemed  more  than  probable,  that 
thofe  natural  channels  of  the  fea  wind  in  va- 
rious directions ;  and  that  they  are  capable  of 
affording  great  advantages  to  commercial  pur- 
suits, by  opening  communications  with  parts  of 
the  interior  country  commodioufly  and  delight- 
fully fituated.  The  great  depth  of  water  may 
be  offered  as  an  infuperable  objection  ;  yet,  on  a 
more  minute  examination,  it  is  likely  that  many 
eligible  and  convenient  flopping  places  might  be 
found  for  the  fecurity  of  fuch  veffels  as  would 
neceffarily  be  employed  in  thofe  occupations. 

Having  confidered  with  impartiality  the  ex- 
cellencies and  defeats  of  this  country,  as  far  as 
came  under  our  obfervation,  it  now  remains  to 
add  a  few  words  on  the  character  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. 

None  being  refident  in  port  Difcovery,  and 
our  intercourfe  with  them  having  been  very  con- 
fined, the  knowledge  we  may  have  acquired  of 
them,  their  manners,  and  cuftoms,  mult  necef- 
farily  be  very  limited,  and  our  conclusions  drawn 
chiefly  from  comparifon.  From  New  Dunge^ 
nefs  we  traverfed  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  of  their  fhores  without  feeing  that  number 
of  inhabitants.  Thofe  who  came  within  our 
notice  fo  nearly  refembled  the  people  of  Nootka, 
that  the  belt  delineation  I  can  offer  is  a  reference 

to 
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to  the  defcription  of  thofe  people,  which  has  be- 
fore been  fo  ably  and  with  fo  much  juftice  given 
to  the  public*  The  only  difference  I  obferved 
was,  that  in  their  ftature  they  did  not  generally 
appear  quite  fo  ftout ;  and  in  their  habits  w  ere 
lefs  filthy ;  for  though  thefe  people  adorn  their 
perfons  with  the  fame  fort  of  paint,  yet  it  is  not 
laid  on  in  that  abundance,  nor  do  they  load  their 
hair  with  that  immenfe  quantity  of  oil  and  co- 
louring matter,  which  is  fo  cuftomary  amongft 
the  people  of  Nootka  ;  their  hair,  as  before  men- 
tioned, being  in  general  neatly  combed  and  tied 
behind. 

In  their  weapons,  implements,  canoes,  and 
drefs,  they  vary  little.  Their  native  woollen 
garment  was  moft  in  fafhion,  next  to  it  the  fkins 
of  deer,  bear,  &c. ;  a  few  w  ore  dreffes  manufac- 
tured from  bark,  which,  like  their  woollen  ones, 
were  very  neatly  wrought. 

Their  fpears,  arrows,  fifhgigs,  and  other  wea- 
pons, were  fhaped  exa&ly  like  thofe  of  Nootka; 
bi*t  none  were  pointed  with  copper,  or  with 
mufcle  fhell.  The  three  former  were  generally 
barbed,  and  thofe  pointed  with  common  flint, 
agate,  and  bone,  feemed  of  their  original  work- 
manfhip.  Yet  more  of  their  arrows  were  ob- 
ferved to  be  pointed  with  thin  flat  iron,  than 
with  bone  or  flint,  and  it  was  very  fingular  that 

*  Vide  Captain  Cook's  laft  Voyage. 

they 
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they  Ihould  prefer  exchanging  thofe  pointed  with 
iron  to  any  of  the  others.    Their  bows  were  of 
a  fuperior  conftrudiion :  thefe  in  general  were 
from  two  and  a  half  to  three  feet  in  length  ;  the 
broadeft  part  in  the  middle  w  as  about  an  inch 
and  a  half,  and  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
thick,  neatly  made,  gradually  tapering  to  each 
end,  which  terminated  in  a  llioulder  and  a  hook, 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  bow  firing.    They  were 
all  made  of  yew,  and  chofen  wTith  a  naturally  in- 
verted curve  fuited  to  the  method  of  ufmg  them. 
From  end  to  end  of  the  concave  fide,  which 
when  ftrung  became  the  convex  part,  a  very 
ftrong  ftrip  of  an  elaftic  hide  is  attached  to  fome, 
and  the  fkins  of  ferpents  to  others,  exactly  the 
fhape  and  length  of  the  bow,  neatly  and  firmly 
affixed  to  the  wTood  by  means  of  a  cement,  the 
adhefive  property  of  which  I  never  faw,  or  heard 
of  being,  equalled.    It  is  not  to  be  afFedted  by 
either  dry  or  damp  weather,  and  forms  fo  ftrong 
a  connection  with  the  wood,  as  to  prevent  a  re- 
paration without  deftroying  the  component  parts 
of  both.    The  bow  ftring  is  made  of  the  fmew 
of  fome  marine  animal  laid  loofe,  in  order  to  be 
twifted  at  pleafure,  as  the  temperature  of  the  at- 
mofphere  may  require  to  preferve  it  at  a  proper 
length.     Thus  is  this  very  neat  little  weapon 
rendered  portable,  elaftic,  and  effective  in  the 
higheft  degree,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  by 

the 
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the  dexterity  with  which  it  was  tifed  by  one  of 
the  natives  at  port  Difcovery. 

We  had  little  opportunity  of  acquiring  any  fa- 
tisfa&ory  information  with  regard  to  the  public 
regulations,  or  private  ceconomy,  of  thefe  people. 
The  fituation  and  appearance  of  the  places  We 
found  them  generally  inhabiting,  indicated  their 
being  much  accuflomed  to  a  change  of  refidence  ; 
the  deferted  villages  tended  to  fbengthen  the  con- 
jecture of  their  being  wanderers.  Territorial  pro- 
perty appeared  to  be  of  little  importance ;  there 
WTas  plenty  of  room  for  their  fixed  habitations* 
and  thofe  of  a  temporary  nature,  which  we  now 
found  them  moftly  to  occupy,  being  principally 
compofed  of  crofs  fticks,  covered  with  a  few 
mats,  as  eafily  found  a  fpot  for  their  ere&ion,  as 
they  were  removed  from  one  flation  to  another^ 
either  as  inclination  might  lead,  or  neceffity 
compel :  and  having  a  very  extenfive  range  of 
domain,  they  were  not  liable  to  interruption  of 
oppofition  from  their  few  furrounding  neigh- 
bours. 

From  thefe  circumftances  alone,  it  may  be 
fomevvhat  premature  to  conclude  that  this  de- 
lightful country  has  always  been  thus  thinly  in- 
habited ;  on  the  contrary,  there  are  reafons  to 
believe  it  has  been  infinitely  more  populous. 
Each  of  the  deferted  villages  was  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  equal  to  contain  all  the  fcattered  inhabi- 
tants 
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tants  we  few,  according  to  the  cullom  of  the 
Nootka  people  ;  to  whom  thefe  have  great  affi^ 
nity  in  their  perfons,  fafhions,  wants,  comforts, 
conftru&ion  of  thefe  their  fixed  habitations,  and 
in  their  general  character.  It  is  alfo  poffible, 
that  moft  of  the  clear  fpaces  may  have  been  in- 
debted, for  the  removal  of  their  timber  and  un^ 
derwood,  to  manual  labour.  Their  general  ap- 
pearance furnilhed  this  opinion,  and  their  fixa- 
tion on  the  moil  pleafant  and  commanding  emi- 
nences, protected  by  the  foreft  on  every  fide, 
except  that  which  would  have  precluded  a  view 
of  the  fea,  feemed  to  encourage  the  idea.  Not 
many  years  fince,  each  of  thefe  vacant  places 
might  have  been  allotted  to  the  habitations  of 
different  focieties,  and  the  variation  obferved  in 
I  their  extent  might  have  been  conformable  to  the 
fize  of  each  village;  on  the  fcite  of  which,  fince 
their  abdication,  or  extermination,  nothing  but 
the  fmaller  fhruhs  and  plants  had  yet  been  able 
to  rear  their  heads. 

In  our  different  excurfions,  particularly  thofe 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  port  Difcovery,  the  fcull, 
limbs,  ribs,  and  back  bones,  or  fome  other  vef- 
tiges  of  the  human  body,  were  found  in  many 
places  promifcuoufly  fcattered  about  the  beach* 
in  great  numbers.  Similar  relics  were  alfo  fre- 
quently met  with  during  our  flirvey  in  the  boats; 

and 
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and  I  was  informed  by  the  officers,  that  in  their 
ieveral  perambulations,  the  like  appearances  had 
prefented  themfelves  fo  repeatedly,  and  in  fuch 
abundance,  as  to  produce  an  idea  that  the  envi- 
rons of  port  Difcovery  were  a  general  cemetery 
for  the  whole  of  the  furrounding  country.  Not- 
withstanding thefe  circumffcances  do  not  amount 
to  a  dircdt  proof  of  the  extenfive  population  they 
indicate,  yet,  when  combined  with  other  ap- 
pearances, they  warranted  an  opinion,  that  at  no 
very  remote  period  this  country  had  been  far 
more  populous  than  at  prefent.    Some  of  the 
human  bodies  were  found  difpofed  of  in  a  very 
lingular  manner.    Canoes  were  fufpended  be- 
tween two  or  more  trees  about  twelve  feet  from 
the  ground,  in  which  were  the  Skeletons  of  two 
or  three  perfons ;   others  of  a  larger  fize  were 
hauled  up  into  the  outfkirts  of  the  woods,  which 
contained  from  four  to  feven  Skeleton's  covered 
over  with  a  broad  plank.     In  Some  of  thefe 
broken  bows  and  arrows  were  found,  which  at 
firft  gave  rife  to  a  conjecture,  that  thefe  might 
liave  been  warriors,  who  after  being  mortally 
wounded,  had,  whilft  their  Strength  remained, 
hauled  up  their  canoes  for  the  purpofe  of  expiring 
quietly  in  them.    But  on  a  further  examination 
this  became  improbable,  as  it  would  hardly  have 
been  poffible  to  have  preferved  the  regularity  of 

pofition 
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pofition  in  the  agonies  of  death,  or  to  have  de- 
fended their  fepulchres  with  the  broad  plank  with 
which  each  was  x:otered. 

The  few  fkeletons  we  faw  fo  carefully  depo- 
fited  in  the  canoes,  were  probably  the  chiefs* 
pricfts,  or  leaders  of  particular  tribes,  whofe  fol- 
lowers moft  likely  continue  to  poflefs  the  higheft 
refpeft  for  their  memory  and  remains :  and  the 
general  knowledge  I  had  obtained  from  expe- 
rience of  the  regard  w  hich  all  lavage  nations  pay 
to  their  funeral  folemnities,  made  me  particu- 
larly folicitous  to  prevent  any  indignity  from 
being  wantonly  offered  to  their  departed  friends. 
Bafkets  were  alfo  found  fufpended  on  high  trees, 
each  containing  the  fkeleton  of  a  young  child  ; 
in  fome  of  w7hich  were  alfo  fmall  fquare  boxes 
filled  with  a  kind  of  white  pafte,  refembling  fuch 
as  I  had  feen  the  natives  eat,  fuppofed  to  be 
made  of  the  faranne  root ;  fome  of  thefe  boxes 
wfcre  quite  full,  others  were  nearly  efopty,  eaten 
probably  by  the  mice,  fquirrels,  or  birds.  On 
the  next  low  point,  Ibuth  of  our  encampment, 
where  the  gunners  were  airing  the  powder,  they 
met  with  feveral  holes  in  which  human  bodies 
were  interred  flightly  covered  over,  and  in  dif- 
ferent ftates  of  decay,  fome  appearing  to  have 
been  very  recently  depofited.  About  half  a  mile 
to  the  northward  of  our  tents,  where  the  land  is 
nearly  level  with  high  water  mark,  a  few  paces 
II,  i  within. 


114  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [MAY, 

within  the  fkirting  of  the  wood,  a  canoe  was 
found  fufpended  between  two  trees,  in  which 
were  three  human  fkeletons  ;  and  a  few  paces  to 
the  right  was  a  cleared  place  of  nearly  forty  yards 
round  ;  where,  from  the  frefh  appearance  of  the 
burnt  flumps,  moft  of  its  vegetable  productions 
had  very  lately  been  confnmed  by  fire.  Amongfi* 
the  afhes  we  found  the  fculls,  and  other  bones, 
of  near  twenty  perfons  in  different  ftages  of  cal- 
cination ;  the  fire,  however,  had  not  reached  the 
fufpended  canoe,  nor  did  it  appear  to  have  been 
intended  that  it  fhould.    The  fkeletons  found 
thus  difpofed,  in  canoes,  or  in  bafkets,  bore  a 
very  fm all  proportion  to  the  number  of  fculls 
and  other  human  bones  indifcriminately  fcatter- 
ed  about  the  fhores.    Such  are  the  effe&s  ;  but 
of  the  caufe  or  caufes  that  have  operated  to 
produce  them,  we  remained  totally  unacquaint- 
ed ;  whether  occafioned  by  epidemic  difeafe,  or 
recent  wars.    The  character  and  general  deport- 
ment of  the  few  inhabitants  we  occalionally  fawT, 
by  no  means  countenanced  the  latter  opinion  ; 
they  were  uniformly  civil  and  friendly,  without 
manifefting  the  leaft  fign  of  fear  or  fufpicion  at 
our  approach  ;  nor  did  their  appearance  indicate 
their  having  been  much  inured  to  hoftilitics. 
Several  of  their  ftouteft  men  had  been  feen  per- 
fectly naked,  and  contrary  to  what  misjht  have 
been  expelled  of  rude  nations  habituated  to  w  ar- 
fare, 
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fare,  their  ikins  were  moftly  unblemilhed  by 
fears,  excepting  fuch  as  the  fmall  pox  feemed  to 
have  occafioned  ;  a  difeafe  which  there  is  great 
reafon  to  believe  is  very  fatal  amongft  them.  It 
is  not,  however,  very  eafy  to  draw  any  juffc  con- 
clufions  on  the  true  caufe  from  which  this  havoc 
of  the  human  race  proceeded  :  this  muft  remain 
for  the  inveftigation  of  others  who  may  have 
more  leifure,  and  a  better  opportunity,  to  dire£l 
fuch  an  inquiry  :  yet  it  may  not  be  unreafonable 
to  conjecture,  that  the  prefent  apparent  depopu- 
lation may  have  arifen  in  fome  meafure  from  the 
inhabitants  of  this  interior  part  having  been  in- 
duced to  quit  their  former  abode,  and  to  have 
moved  nearer  the  exterior  coaft  for  the  conve- 
nience of  obtaining  in  the  immediate  mart,  with 
more  eafe  and  at  a  cheaper  rate,  thofe  valuable 
articles  of  commerce,   that  within  thefe  late 
years  have  been  brought  to  the  fea  coafts  of  this 
continent  by  Europeans  and  the  citizens  of  Ame- 
rica, and  w^hich  are  in  great  eftimation  amongft 
thefe  people,  being  pofleffed  by  all  in  a  greater 
er  lefs  degree. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Enter  Admiralty  Inlet  Anchor  off  Rejhrailon 

Point — Vijit  an  Indian  Village — Account  of  fe- 
ver al  boat  Excurjtons — Proceed  to  another  Part 
of  the  Inlet — Tale  PoJJe/Jion  of  the  Country. 

AGREEABLY  to  the  propofed  destination 
of  each  veffel,  the  Difcovery  and  Chatham, 
at  noon,  on  Friday  the  1 8th  of  May,  directed 
their  courfe  towards  the  objects  of  their  refpec- 
tive  purfuits ;  and  as  I  had  already  traced  the 
weftern  lliore  in  the  boats,  we  now  kept  the  eaf- 
tern  fide  on  board,  which,  like  the  other,  abounds 
with  thofe  verdant  open  places  that  have  been  fa 
repeatedly  noticed.  On  one  of  thefe  beautiful 
lawns,  nearly  a  league  within  the  entrance  of  the 
inlet,  about  thirty  of  the  natives  came  from  the 
furrounding  woods,  and  attentively  noticed  us  as 
we  failed  along.  W e  did  not  difcover  any  ha- 
bitations near  them,  nor  did  we  fee  any  canoes 
on  the  beach.  On  the  fcuth  fide  of  the  lawn, 
w^ere  many  uprights  in  the  ground,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  having  formerly  been  the  fuppor- 
ters  of  their  large  wooden  houfes.  W e  ufed  our 
endeavours  to  invite  thefe  good  people  on  board, 

but 


ROUND  THE  WORLD.  117 

but  without  effect.  After  advancing  about  four 
leagues  up  the  inlet,  the  pleafant  gale,  which  had 
attended  us  from  the  N.  W.  died  away,  and  a 
itrong  ebb  making  againft  us,  we  were  compel- 
led to  anchor  for  the  night,  in  1 8  fathoms  wa- 
ter, about  half  a  mile  from  the  eaftern  fhore  : 
Marrow- Stone  point  bearing  by  compafs  N.  56 
W. ;  the  N.  E.  point  of  Oak-cove  S.  48  W.  ; 
and  Foulweather  bluff  S.  51  E. 

During  the  night,  we  had  a  gentle  foutherly 
breeze,  attended  by  a  fog  which  continued  until 
nine  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  the  1  Qth,  when 
it  was  difperfed  by  a  return  of  the  N.  W.  wind, 
with  which  we  purfued  our  route  up  the  inlet ; 
our  progrefs  was,  however,  foon  retarded  by  the 
fore  topfail  yard  giving  way  in  the  flings  ;  on  ex- 
amination it  appeared  to  have  been  in  a  defe&ive 
Hate  fome  time.  The  fpare  fbre-topfail  yard  was 
alfo  very  imperfed; ;  which  obliged  us  to  get  the 
Ipare  main-topfail  yard  up  in  its  room  ;  and  it 
was  a  very  fortunate  circumftance,  that  theie 
defects  were  difcovered  in  a  country  abounding 
with  materials  to  which  we  could  refort ;  hav- 
ing only  to  make  our  choice  from  amongft  thou- 
fands  of  the  fineft  fpars  the  world  produces. 

To  defcribe  the  beauties  of  this  region,  will, 
on  fome  future  occafion,  be  a  very  grateful  tafk 
to  the  pen  of  a  fkilful  panegyrift.  The  ferenity 
of  the  climate,  the  innumerable  pleafmg  land- 

I  3  feapes, 
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fcapes,  and  the  abundant  fertility  that  unaffifted 
nature  puts  forth,  require  only  to  be  enriched 
by  the  induftry  of  man  with  villages,  manfions, 
cottages,  and  other  buildings,  to  render  it  the 
moft  lovely  country  that  can  be  imagined  ;  whilft 
the  labour  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  amply  re- 
warded, in  the  bounties  which  nature  feems 
ready  to  beftow  on  cultivation. 

About  noon,  we  pafled  an  inlet  on  the  lar- 
board or  eaftern  fhore,  which  feemed  to  ftretch 
far  to  the  northward ;  but,  as  it  was  out  of  the 
line  of  our  intended  purfuit  of  keeping  the  con- 
tinental fhore  on  board,  1  continued  our  courfe 
up  the  main  inlet,  which  now  extended  as  far  as, 
from  the  deck,  the  eye  could  reach,  though,  from, 
the  mafthead,  intervening  land  appeared,  be- 
yond which  another  high  round  mountain  co- 
vered with  fnow  was  difcovered,  apparently  fitu- 
ated  feveral  leagues  to  the  fouth  of  mount  Rai- 
nier, and  bearing  by  compafs  S.  22  E,  This  I 
confidered  as  a  further  extenfion  of  the  eaftern 
fnowy  range  ;  but  the  intermediate  mountains, 
connecting  it  with  mount  Rainier,  were  not  fuf- 
ficiently  high  to  be  feen  at  that  diftance.  Hav- 
ing advanced  about  eight  leagues  from  our  laft 
nights  ftation,  we  arrived  off  a  projecting  point 
of  land,  not  formed  by  a  low  fandy  fpit,  but  rif- 
ing  abruptly  in  a  low  cliff  about  ten  or  twelve 
feet  from  the  water  fide.  Its  furface  was  a  beau- 
tiful 
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tifu]  meadow  covered  with  luxuriant  herbage  . 
on  its  weftern  extreme,  bordering  on  the  woods, 
was  an  Indian  village,  confifting  of  temporary 
habitations,  from  whence  feveral  of  the  natives 
affemblcd  to  view  the  (hip  as  we  paffed  by  ;  but 
none  of  them  ventured  off,  though  feveral  of 
their  canoes  were  fecn  on  the  beach.    Here  the 
inlet  divided  into  two  extenfive  branches,  one 
taking  a  fouth -eaftwardly,  the  other  a  fouth - 
weftern  direction.     Near  this  place  was  our  ap- 
pointed rendezvous  with  the  Chatham 5  and  under 
a  fmall  ifland  to  the  S.  W.  of  us,  appeared  an  eli- 
gible fpot,  in  which,  with  fecurity,  we  might 
wait  her  arrival  ;  but,  on  approaching  it,  we 
found  the  depth  of  water  no  where  lefs  than  60 
fathoms,  within  a  cable's  length  of  the  fhore. 
This  obliged  us  to  turn  up  towards  the  village 
point,  where  we  found  a  commodious  roadftead  ; 
and  about  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  anchored 
about  a  mile  from  the  (bore  in  38  fathoms  water, 
black  find  and  muddy  bottom.  The  village  point 
bore  by  compafs  In.  4.  E.  ;  the  neareft  oppofite 
fhore  of  the  main  inlet  N.  52  E.  about  a  league 
diitant ;  and  the  direction  of  its  fouthern  extent 
S.  E.  ;  the  above  iiland  lying  before  the  branch 
leading  to  the  fouth-  weft  ward,  bore  from  S.  Zti 
E.  to  fouth,  about  half  a  league  diftant ;  and  the 
appearance  of  a  fmall  inlet  or  cove,  weft,  about 
the  fame  diftance.    We  had  no  fooner  anchored 

I  4  than 


120  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [MAY3 

than  a  canoe  in  which  were  two  men,  paddled 
round  the  fhip.  We  attempted  to  induce  them, 
but  they  were  not  to  be  prevailed  upon,  to  enter 
the  veiTel  ;  and  having  fatisfied  their  curiofity, 
they  haftily  returned  to  the  fhore.    Before  the 
evening  clofed  in,  I  proceeded  to  acquire  fbme  in- 
formation refpecting  the  fmall  opening  to  the 
weftward.    It  was  nearly  dark  before  I  reached 
the  fhore,  which  feemed  to  form  a  fmall  cove 
about  half  a  mile  in  width,  encircled  by  compadl 
fhores,  with  a  clufter  of  rocks  above  water, 
nearly  in  its  centre,  and  little  worthy  of  further 
notice.    Qn  my  return  on  board,  I  directed  that 
a  party,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Pu- 
get  and  Mr.  Whidbey,  Ihould,  in  the  launch  and 
cutter,  proceed,  with  a  fupply  of  provifions  for 
a  week,  to  the  examination  of  that  branch  of  the 
inlet  leading  to  the  fouth-weft ward  ;  keeping  al- 
ways the  flarboard  or  continental  fhore  on  board  ; 
which  was  accordingly  carried  into  execution,  at 
four  o'clock  the  next  morning. 
,   Our  fituation  being  fomewhat  incommoded  by 
the  meeting  of  different  tides,  we  moved  nearer 
in,  and  anchored  in  the  fame  depth,  and  on  the 
fame  bottom  as  before,  very  conveniently  to  the 
fhore.    Our  eaftern  view  was  now  bounded  by 
the  range  of  fnowy  mountains  from  mount  Ba- 
ker, bearing  by  compafs  north  to  mount  Rainier, 
bearing  N.  54  E.  The  new7  mountain  w7as  hid  by 
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the  more  elevated  parts  of  the  low  land  ;  and  the 
intermediate  fnowy  mountains  in  various  rugged 
and  grotefque  lhapes,  were  feen  juft  to  rear  their 
heads  above  the  lofty  pine  trees,  which  appear- 
ing to  compofe  one  uninterrupted  foreft,  between 
us  and  the  fnowy  range,  prslented  a  moft  pleaf- 
ing  landfcape ;  nor  wTas  our  weftern  view  defti- 
tute  of  fimilar  diverfification.  The  ridge  of 
mountains  on  which  mount  Olympus  is  lituated, 
whofe  rugged  fummits  were  feen  no  lefs  fanci-» 
fully  towering  over  the  foreil  than  thofe  on  the 
eaftern  fide,  bounded  to  a  confiderable  extent  our 
weftern  horizon  ;  on  thefe  however,  not  one  con- 
fpicuous  eminence  arofe,  nor  could  we  now  dif- 
tinguifh  that  which  on  the  fea  coaft  appeared  to 
be  centrally  fituated,  and  forming  an  elegant  bi- 
forked-mountain.  From  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  thefe  ridges  of  mountains,  there  feemed  to  be 
an  extenfive  trad:  of  land  moderately  elevated  and 
beautifully  diversified  by  pleafing  inequalities  of 
furface,  enriched  with  every  appearance  of  ferti- 
tility. 

On  Sunday  the  2XKh,  m  the  meadow  and  about 
the  village  many  of  the  natives  were  feen  mov- 
ing about,  whole  curioflty  feemed  little  excited 
on  our  account.  One  canoe  only  had  been  near 
us,  from  which  was  thrown  on  board  the  fkin 
of  fome  fmall  animal,  and  then  it  returned  in- 
ftantly  to  the  fliore.  % 

Our 
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Our  carpenters  were  bufily  engaged  in  replac- 
ing the  topfail  yards  with  proper  fpars,  which 
were  conveniently  found  for  that  purpofe.  Some 
beer  was  brewed  from  the  fprucc,  which  was  here 
very  excellent,  and  the  reft  of  the  crew  were  em- 
ployed in  a  variety  of  other  effential  fervices.  The 
gentle  N.  W.  wind  generally  prevailed  in  the 
day,  and  calms,  or  light  fbutherly  breezes  during 
the  night.  / 

Towards  noon  I  went  on  Chore  to  the  village 
point,  for  the  purpofe  of  obferving  the  latitude  ; 
on  which  occafion  I  vifitcd  the  village,  if  it  may 
be  fo  dignified,  as  it  appeared  the  moft  lowly  and 
mcaneft  of  its  kind.    The  beft  of  the  huts  were 
poor  and  miferablc,  conftru£led  fome  thing  after 
the  fafhion  of  a  foldier's  tent,  by  two  crofs  {ticks 
about  five  feet  high,  connected  at  each  end  by 
a  ridge-pole  from  one  to  the  other,  over  fome  of 
which  was  thrown  a  coarfe  kind  of  mat,  over 
others  a  few  loofe  branches  of  trees,  fhrubs,  or 
grafs  ;  none  however  appeared  to  be  conftructed 
for  protecting  them,  either  againft  the  heat  of 
fummcr,  or  the  inclemency  of  winter.    In  them 
were  hung  up  to  be  cured  by  the  fmoke  of  the 
fire  they  kept  conftantly  burning,  clams,  mufcles, 
and  a  few  other  kinds  of  fifh,  feemingly  intended 
for  their  winter's  fubfiitence.  The  clams  perhaps 
were  not  all  referved  for  that  purpofe,  as  we  fre- 
quently faw  them  ftrung  and  worn  about  the 

neck. 
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neck,  which,  as  inclination  directed,  were  eaten, 
two,  three,  or  half  a  dozen  at  a  time.  This  fta- 
tion  did  not  appear  to  have  been  preferred  for 
the  purpofe  of  frilling,  as  we  faw  few  of  the 
people  fo  employed  ;  nearly  the  whole  of  the  in-r 
habitants  belonging  to  the  village,  which  con- 
fifted  of  about  eighty  or  an  hundred  men,  wro- 
men,  and  children,  were  bufily  engaged  like 
fwine,  rooting  up  this  beautiful  verdant  meadow 
in  queft  of  a  fpecies  of  wild  onion,  and  two  other 
roots,  which  in  appearance  and  tafte  greatly  re- 
fembled  the  faranne,  particularly  the  largeft ;  the 
lize  of  the  fmaUcft  did  not  much  exceed  a  large 
pea :  this  Mr.  Menzies  cpnfidered  to  be  a  new 
genus.  The  collecting  of  thefe  roots  was  moft 
likely  the  object  which  attached  them  to  this 
fpot ;  they  all  feemed  to  gather  them  with  much 
avidity,  and  to  prcferve  them  with  great  care, 
moft  probably  for  the  purpofe  of  making  the  pafie 
I  have  already  mentioned. 

Thefe  people  varied  in  no  effential  point  frorq. 
the  natives  we  had  feen  fmce  our  entering  the 
ftraits.  Their  pcrfons  were  equally  ill  mads, 
and  as  much  befmeared  with  oil  and  different 
coloured'paints,  particularly  with  red  ochre,  and 
a  fort  of  fhining  chaffy  mica,  very  ponderous, 
and  in  colour  much  refembling  black  lead  ;  they 
likewife  poffefled  more  ornaments,  efpecially  fuch 
as  were  made  of  copper,  the  article  moft  valued 

and 
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and  efteemed  amonglt  them.  They  feemed  not 
wanting  in  offers  of  friendfhip  and  hofpitality  ;  as 
on  our  joining  their  party,  we  wTere  prefented 
with.fuch  things  as  they  had  to  difpofe  of:  and 
they  immediately  prepared  a  few  of  the  roots, 
and  fome  fhell  fifh  for  our  refrefhment,  which 
which  wTere  very  palatable.  In  thefe  civil  offices, 
two  men  who  appeared  the  moft  active,  and  to 
be  regarded  by  their  countrymen  as  the  moil  inn* 
portant  perfons  of  the  party,  were  particularly 
affiduous  to  pleafe.  To  each  of  them  I  made  pre- 
fents,  which  were  received  very  thankfully ;  and 
on  my  returning  towards  the  boat,  they  gave  me 
to  underftand  by  figns,  the  only  means  we  had 
of  converfing  with  each  other,  that  it  w7ould  not 
be  long  ere  they  returned  our  vifit  on  board  the 
fhip.  This  they  accordingly  did  in  the  after- 
noon, wfith  no  fmall  degree  of  ceremony.  Be- 
fide  the  Canoes  which  brought  thefe  two  fuperior 
people,  five  others  attended,  fcemingly  as  an  ap- 
pendage to  the  confequence  of  thefe  chiefs,  who 
would  not  repair  immediately  on  board,  but 
agreeably  to  the  cuftom  of  Nootka,  advanced 
within  about  two  hundred  yards  of  the  Ihip, 
^nd  there  refting  on  their  paddles  a  conference 
was  held,  followed  by  a  fong  principally  fung  by 
one  man,  w  ho  at  ftated  times  was  joined  in  cho- 
rus by  feveral  others,  whilic  fome  in  each  canoe 
kept  time  with  the  handles  of  their  paddles,  by 
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{hiking  them  againft  the  gunwale  or  fide  of  the 
canoe,  forming  a  fort  of  accompanyment,  which 
though  expreffed  by  fimple  notes  only,  was  by 
no  means  deftitute  of  an  agreeable  effect.  This 
performance  took  place  whilft  they  were  paddling 
flowly  round  the  fhip,  and  on  its  being  concluded, 
they  came  alongfide  with  the  greateft  confi- 
dence, and  without  fear  or  fufpicion  immediately 
entered  into  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  our 
people.    The  two  chiefs  however  required  fome 
little  intreaty  before  they  could  be  induced  to 
venture  on  board.    I  again  prefented  them  with 
fome  valuables,  amongft  which  was  a  garment  for 
each  of  blue  cloth,  fome  copper,  iron  in  various 
fhapes,  and  fuch  trinkets  as  I  thought  would 
prove  mod  acceptable.  In  this  refpefit  either  my 
judgment  failed,  or  their  paffion  for  traffick  and 
exchange  is  irrefifiiblc  ;  for  no  fooner  had  they 
quitted  the  cabin,  than,  excepting  the  copper, 
they  bartered  away  on  deck  nearly  every  article  I 
had  given  them,  for  others  of  infinitely  lefs  uti- 
lity or  real  value,  confiding  of  fuch  things  as  they 
could  belt  appropriate  to  the  decoration  of  their 
perfons,  and  other  ornamental  purpofes,  giving 
tmiformly  a  decided  preference  to  copper. 

In  the  morning  of  Monday  the  21  ft,  fell  a  few 
fhowers  of  rain,  which  were  neither  fo  heavy 
2s  to  retard  our  bufinefs  On  fhore,  nor  to  prevent 
the  friendly  Indians  paying  us  a  vifit  on  board. 

Convinced 
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Convinced  of  our  amicable  difpofkion  towards 
them,  near  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants,  men, 
women  and  children,  gratified  their  curiofity  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  by  paddling  round  the  fhip  ; 
for  neither  the  ladies  nor>the  children  ventured 
on  board.    This  was  the  cafe  alfo  with  the  gene- 
rality of  the  men,  who  contentediy  remained  in 
their  canoes,  rowing  from  fide  to  fide,  bartering 
their  bows  and  arrows  ;  which,  with  their  wool- 
len and  fkin  garments,  and  a  very  few  indifferent 
fea-otter  fkins,  compofed  the  whole  of  their  af~ 
fortment  for  trading  ;  thefe  they  exchanged,  in  a 
very  fair  and  honeft  manner,  for  copper,  hawk's 
bells,  and  buttons,  articles  that  greatly  attracted 
their  attention.    Their  merchandize  would  have 
been  infinitely  more  valuable  to  us,  had  it  been 
comprifed  of  eatables,    fuch  as  venifon,  wild 
fowl  or  fifli,  as  our  fportfmen  and  fifhermen  had 
little  fuccefs  in  either  of  thefe  purfuits.    All  the 
natives  we  had  as  yet  feen,  uniformly  preferred 
offering  fuch  articles  as  compofed  their  drefs, 
arms,  and  implements  for  fale,  rather  than  any 
kind  of  food,  which  might  probably  arife  either 
from  the  country  not  affording  them  a  fuper- 
abundance  of  provifions,  or  from  their  having 
early  difcovered  that  we  were  more  curious  than 
hungry. 

In  the  evening,  fome  of  the  canoes  were  ob- 
ferved  paffing  from  the  village  to  the  oppofite 
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fhore,  for  the  purpofe,  as  we  fuppofed,  of  in- 
viting their  neighbours  to  partake  of  the  advan* 
tages  of  our  commerce.  This  was  confirmed  the 
next  morning,  Tuefday  the  22d,  by  the  return 
of  our  friends,  accompanied  by  feveral  large  ca- 
noes, containing  near  eighty  perfons*  who  after 
ceremonioufly  paddling  round  the  lliip,  came 
alongfide  without  the  leaffc  hefitation,  and  con- 
ducted themfelves  with  the  utmoffc  propriety. 
The  principal  number  of  thefe  evidently  belonged 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  inlet ;  they  were  infinitely 
more  cleanly  than  our  neighbours  ;  and  their  ca- 
noes were  of  a  very  different  form.  Thole  of 
our  friends  at  the  village,  exactly  correfponded 
with  the  canoes  at  Nootka,  whilft  thofe  of  our 
new  vifitors  were  cut  off  fquare  at  each  end ; 
and  were,  in  fhape,  precifely  like  the  canoes  feen 
to  the  ibuthward  of  cape  Orford,  though  of 
greater  length,  and  considerably  larger.  The 
commodities  they  brought  for  fale  were  trifles  of 
a  fimilar  defcription  to  thofe  offered  by  the  other 
Ibciety  :  in  all  other  refpeits,  they  correfponded 
with  the  generality  of  the  few  inhabitants  of  the 
country  with  whom  we  had  become  acquainted. 

On  Wednefday  the  23d,  we  had  fbme  light- 
ning, thunder,  and  rain,  from  the  S.  E. ;  this 
continued  a  few  hours,  after  which  the  day  was 
very  ferene  and  p'leafant.  Some  of  our  gentle- 
men having  extended  their  walk  to  the  cove  I 

had 
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had  vifited  the  firft  evening -of  our  arrival,  found 
it  to  communicate  by  a  very  narrow  paflage  with 
an  opening  apparently  of  fome  extent.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  information,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Baker  in  the  yawl,  I  fet  out  the  next  morn- 
ing, Thurfday  the  24th,  to  examine  it,  and 
found  the  entrance  of  the  opening  fituated  in 
the  weftern  corner  of  the  cove,  formed  by  two 
interlocking  points,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  each  other ;  thefe  formed  a  channel  about 
half  a  mile  long,  free  from  rocks  or  fhoals,  in 
which  there  was  not  lefs  than  five  fathoms  water. 
From  the  weft  end  of  this  narrow  channel  the 
inlet  is  divided  into  two  branches,  one  extend- 
ing to  the  S.  W.  about  five  or  fix  miles,  the 
other  to  the  north  about  the  fame  diftance,  con- 
ftituting  a  moft  complete  and  excellent  port,  to 
all  appearance  perfectly  free  from  danger,  with 
regular  foundings  from  four  fathoms  near  the 
Ihores,  to  nine  and  ten  fathoms  in  the  middle, 
good  holding  ground.  It  occupied  us  the  whole 
day  to  row  round  it,  in  doing  which  we  met  a 
few  ftraggling  Indians,  whofe  condition  ieemed 
exceffively  wretched  and  miferable.  The  coun- 
try that  furrounds  this  harbour  varies  in  its  ele- 
vation ;  in  fome  places  the  fliores  are  low  level 
land,  in  others -of  a  moderate  height,  falling  in 
fteep  low  cliffs  on  the  fandy  beach,  which  in 
moft  places  binds  the  fliores.    It  produces  fome 
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fmall  rivulets  of  water,  is  thickly  wooded  with 
trees,  moftly  of  the  pine  tribe,  and  with  fome 
variety  of  fhrubs.  This  harbour,  after  the  gen- 
tleman who  difcovered  it,  obtained  the  name  of 
Port  Orchard.  The  belt  paffage  into  it  is 
found  by  fteering  from  the  village  point  for  the 
fouth  point  of  the  cove,  which  is  eafily  diftin- 
guiflied,  lying  from  the  former  S.  62  W.  at  the 
diftance  of  about  2|  miles,  then  hauling  to  the 
N.  W.  into  the  cove,  keeping  on  the  larboard 
or  S.  W.  fhore,  and  paffing  between  it  and  the 
rocks  in  the  cove ;  in  this  channel  the  depth  of 
water  is  from  nine  to  fifteen  fathoms,  gradually 
decreafing  to  five  fathoms  in  the  entrance  into 
the  port.  There  is  alfo  another  paffage  round 
to  the  north  of  thefe  rocks,  in  which  there  is 
feven  fathoms  water ;  this  is  narrow,  and  by  no 
means  fo  commodious  to  navigate  as  the  fouthern 
channel. 

On  my  return  to  the  fhip  I  underftood  that 
few  of  our  friendly  neighbours  had  vifited  the 
veflel.  The  party  was  evidently  reduced,  and 
thofe  who  ftill  remained  having  fatisfied  their 
curiofity,  or  being  compelled  by  their  mode  of 
life,  were  preparing  to  depart  with  all  their  ftock 
and  effects.  Thefe  it  required  little  labour  to 
remove,  confifting  chiefly  of  the  mats  for  cover- 
ing their  habitations,  wTherever  it  may  be  con- 

Vol.  II,  K  venient 
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venient  to  pitch  them  ;  their  fkin  and  woollen 
garments,  their  arms,  implements,  and  fuch  ar- 
ticles of  food  as  they  had  acquired  during  their 
refidence  ;  which,  with  their  family  and  dogs, 
all  find  accommodation  in  a  fmgle  canoe  ;  and 
thus  the  party  is  eafily  conveyed  to  any  ftatiom 
which  fancy,  convenience,  or  neceffity,  may  di- 
red:.    The  'dogs  belonging  to  this  tribe  of  In- 
dians were  numerous,  and  much  rciembled  thofe 
of  Pomeraniay  though  in  general  fomewhat  larger. 
They  were  all  ihorn  as  clofe  to  the  fkin  as  fheep 
are  in  England ;   and  fo  compact  were  their 
fleeces,  that  large  portions  could  be  lifted  up  by 
a  corner  without  caufing  any  feparation.  They 
were  compofed  of  a  mixture  of  a  coarfe  kind  of 
'wool,  with  very  fine  long  hair,  capable  of  being 
fpun  into  yarn.    This  gave  me  reafon  to  believe 
that  their  woollen  clothing  might  in  part  be 
compofed  of  this  material  mixed  with  a  finer 
kind  of  wool  from  fome  other  animal,  as  their 
garments  were  ail  too  fine  to  be  manufa&ured 
from  the  coarfe  coating  of  the  dog  alone.  The 
abundance  of  thefe  garments  amongft  the  few 
people  we  met  with,  indicates  the  animal  from 
whence  the  raw  material  is  procured,  to  be  very 
common  in  this  neighbourhood  ;   but  as  they 
have  no  one  domefticated  excepting  the  dog, 
their  fupply  of  wool  for  their  clothing  can  only 
v.  -  o be 
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be  obtained  by  hunting  the  wild  creature  that 
produces  it ;  of  which  we  could  not  obtain  the 
leafl:  information. 

The  weather  continued  delightfully  fererie  and 
pleafant ;  the  carpenters  had  executed  their  talk, 
and  the  topfail  yards  were  replaced. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon  of  Friday  the 
25th,  fome  of  our  Indian  friends  brought  us  a 
whole  deer,  which  was  the  firft  intire  animal 
that  had  been  offered  to  us.  This  they  had 
killed  on  the  ifland,  and  from  the  number  o£ 
perfons  that  came  from  thence,  the  major  part 
of  the  remaining  inhabitants  of  the  village,  with 
a  great  number  of  their  dogs,  feemed  to  have 
been  engaged  in  the  chafe.  This  and  another 
deer,  parts  of  which  remained  in  one  of  their  ca- 
noes, had  coft  all  thefe  good  people  nearly  a  day's 
labour,  as  they  went  over  to  the  ifland  for  this 
purpofe  the  preceding  evening ;  yet  they  were 
amply  rewarded  for  their  exertions  by  a  fmall 
piece  of  copper  not  a  foot  fquare.  This  they 
gladly  accepted  as  a  full  compenfation  for  their 
venifon,  on  which  the  whole  party  could  have 
made  two  or  three  good  meals;  fuch  is  the 
efteem  and  value  with  which  this  metal  is  re- 
garded ! 

About  four  in  the  afternoon,  agreeably  to  our 
expe&ations,  the  Chatham  was  feen  from  the 
maft  head  over  the  land,  and  about  fun-fet  fhe 

K  2  arrived 


132  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [MAYf 

arrived  and  anchored  near  us.  Mr.  Broughton 
informed  me,  that  the  part  of  the  coaft  he  had 
been  directed  to  explore,  confifted  of  an  archipe- 
lago of  iflands  lying  before  an  extcnfive  arm  of 
the  fea  ftretching  in  a  variety  of  branches  be- 
tween the  N.  W.  north,  and  N.  N.  E.  Its  ex- 
tent in  the  firft  direction  was  the  moft  capacious, 
and  prefented  an  unbounded  horizon. 

On  due  confideration  of  all  the  circumftances 
that  had  fallen  under  my  own  obfervation,  and 
the  intelligence  now  imparted  by  Mr.  Brough- 
ton, I  became  thoroughly  convinced,  that  our 
boats  alone  could  enable  us  to  acquire  any  correal 
or  fatisfadlory  information  refpe&ing  this  broken 
country  ;  and  although  the  execution  of  fuch  a 
fervice  in  open  boats  would  necefTarily  be  ex- 
tremely laborious,  and  expofe  thofe  fo  employed 
to  numberlefs  dangers  and  unpleafant  fituations, 
that  might  ■  occafionally  produce  great  fatigue, 
and  protract  their  return  to  the  fhips ;  yet  that 
mode  was  undoubtedly  the  moft  accurate,  the 
moft  ready,  and  indeed  the  only  one  in  our 
power  to  purfue  for  afcertaining  the  continental 
boundary. 

The  main  arm  of  the  inlet  leading  towards 
mount  Rainier  ftill  remained  unexplored.  It  be- 
came evident  from  the  length  of  time  Mr.  Puget 
and  Mr.  Whidbey  had  been  abfent,  that  the  in- 
let they  had  been  fent  to  examine,  had  led  them 

to 


3  792-]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  133 

to  a  confiderable  diftance.    We  had  no  time  to 
fpare,  and  as  it  was  equally  evident  none  ought 
to  be  loft,  I  dire&ed  that  Mr.  Johnftone,  in  the 
Chatham's  cutter,  fhould  accompany  me  in  the 
morning,  in  the  Difcovery's  yawl,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  examing  the  main  arm  ;  and  that  Mr. 
Broughton,  on  the  return  of  our  boats,  which 
were  now  hourly  expected,   fhould   take  Mr. 
Whidbey  in  one  of  them,  and  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  the  inveftigation  of  that  arm  of  this  in- 
let, which  wTe  had  pafled  on  the  eaftern  fhore, 
ftrctching  to  the  N.  N.  E.  ;  and  I  defired  that 
the  Chatham  might  be  anchored  within  its  en- 
trance in  fome  confpicuous  place  on  the  ftar- 
board  fide,  where  the  Difcovery  or  the  boats 
would  eafiiy  find  her,  in  cafe  the  refult  of  my 
inquiries  fhould  render  it  expedient  for  the  vef- 
fels  to  proceed  further  in  that  direction. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  20th,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Baker  in  the  yawl,  and  favored  by  plea- 
fant  weather  and  a  fine  northwardly  gale,  wre 
departed,  and  made  confiderable  progrefs.  Leav- 
ing to  the  right  the  opening  which  had  been  the 
object  of  Mr.  Puget  and  Mr.  Whidbey's  expe- 
dition, we  directed  our  route  along  the  weftem 
fhore  of  the  main  inlet,  which  is  about  a  league 
in  width  ;  and  as  we  proceeded  the  fmoke  of 
feveral  fires  were  feen  on  its  eaftern  fhore.  When 
about  four  leagues  on  a  fouthwardly  direction 
"    K  3  from 
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from  the  ihips,  we  found  the  courfe  of  the  inlet 
take  a  fouth-wefterly  inclination,  which  we  pur- 
sued about  fix  miles  with  fome  little  increafe  of 
width.  Towards  noon  we  landed  on  a  point  on 
the  eaftern  lhore,  whofe  latitude  I  obferved  to 
be  47°  2 lV  round  which  we  flattered  ourfelves 
we  fhould  find  the  inlet  take  an  extenfive  eafi> 
wardly  courfe.  This  conjecture  was  fupported 
by  the  appearance  of  a  very  abrupt  divifion  in 
the  fnowy  range  of  mountains  immediately  to 
the  fouth  of  mount  Rainier,  which  was  very 
conlpicuous  from  the  fhip,  and  the  main  arm  of 
the  inlet  appearing  to  ftretch  in  that  direction 
from  the  point  we  were  then  upon.  W e  here 
dined,  and  although  our  repafl  was  foon  con- 
cluded, the  delay  was  irkfome,  as  we  were  ex- 
ceffively  anxious  to  afcertain  the  truth,  of  which 
we  were  not  long  held  in  fufpenfe.  For  having 
pa£Ted  round  the  point,  we  found  the  inlet  to 
terminate  here  in  an  extenfive  circular  compact 
bay,  whofe  waters  wafhed  the  bafe  of  mount 
Rainier,  though  its  elevated  fummit  was  yet  at 
a  very  considerable  diftance  from  the  ftiore,  with 
which  it  was  conne&ed  by  feveral  ridges  of  hills 
rifing  towards  it  with  gradual  afcent  and  much 
regularity.  The  foreft  trees,  and  the  feveral 
lhades  of  verdure  that  covered  the  hills,  gradually 
decreafed  in  point  of  beauty,  until  they  became 
invifible ;  when  the  perpetual  clothing  of  fnow 

commenced, 
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commenced,  which  feemed  to  form  a  horizontal 
line  from  north  to  fouth  along  this  range  of  rug- 
ged mountains,  from  whofe  fummit  mount  Rai- 
nier role  confpicuoufly,  and  feemed  as  much  ele- 
vated above  them  as  they  were  above  the  level 
of  the  fea  ;  the  whole  producing  a  moft  grand, 
pi&urefque  effect.  The  lower  mountains  as  they 
defcended  to  the  right  and  left,  became  gradually 
relieved  of  their  frigid  garment ;  and  as  they  ap- 
proached the  fertile  woodland  region  that  binds 
the  fhores  of  this  inlet  in  every  direction,  pro- 
duced a  pleafmg  variety.    We  now  proceeded 
to  the  N.  W.  in  which  direction  the  inlet  from 
hence  extended,  and  afforded  us  fome  reafon  to 
believe  that  it  communicated  with  that  under 
the  furvey  of  our  other  party.    This  opinion  was 
further  corroborated  by  a  few  Indians,  who  had 
in  a  very  civil  manner  accompanied  us  fome  time, 
and  who  gave  us  to  underftand  that  in  the  north 
wreftern  direction  this  inlet  was  very  wide  and 
extenfrve  ;  this  they  exprelfed  before  we  quitted 
our  dinner  ftation,  by  opening  their  arms,  and 
making  other  figns  that  we  fhould  be  led  a  long 
way  by  purfuing  that  route  ;  whereas,  by  bend- 
ing their  arm,  or  fpreading  out  their  hand,  and 
pointing  to  the  fpace  contained  in  the  curve  of 
the  arm,  or  between  the  fore-finger  and  thumb, 
that  we  fhould  find  our  progrefs  foon  flopped  in 
the  direction  which  led  towards  mount  Rainier. 

K  4  The 
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The  little  refpedl  which  moft  Indians  bear  to 
truth,  and  their  readinefs  to  aflert  what  they 
think  is  moft  agreeable  for  the  moment,  or  to 
anfwer  their  own  particular  wifhes  and  inclina- 
tions, induced  me  to  place  little  dependance  on 
this  information,  although  they  could  have  no 
motive  for  deceiving  us. 

About  a  dozen  of  thefe  friendly  people  had  at- 
tended at  our  dinner,  one  part  of  which  was  a 
venifon  pafty.  Two  of  them,  expreffing  a  defire 
to  pafs  the  line  of  feparation  drawn  between  us, 
wrere  permitted  to  do  fo.  They  fat  down  by  us, 
and  ate  of  the  bread  and  fiih  that  we  gave  them 
without  the  leaft  hefttation  ;  but  on  being  offer- 
ed fome  of  the  venifon,  though  they  faw  us  eat 
it  with  great  relifh,  they  could  not  be  induced 
to  tafte  it.  They  received  it  from  us  with  great 
difguft,  and  prefented  it  round  to  the  reft  of  the 
party,  by  whom  it  underwent  a  very  ftri6l  exa- 
mination. Their  conduct  on  this  occafion  left 
no  doubt  in  our  minds  that  they  believed  it  to 
be  human  flefh,  an  impreffion  which  it  was 
highly  expedient  fhould  be  done  away.  To  fa- 
tisfy  them  that  it  was  the  flefh  of  the  deer,  we 
pointed  to  the  fkins  of  the  animal  they  had 
about  them.  In  reply  to  this  they  pointed  to 
each  other,  and  made  figns  that  could  not  be 
mifunderftood,  that  it  was  the  flefti  of  human 
beings,  and  threw  it  down  in  the  dirt,  with  ges- 
tures 
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turcs  of  great  averfion  and  difpleafure.  At  length 
we  happily  convinced  them  of  their  miffcake  by 
fhewing  them  a  haunch  we  had  in  the  boat,  by 
which  means  they  were  undeceived,  and  fome 
of  them  ate  of  the  remainder  of  the  pye  with  a 
good  appetite. 

This  behaviour,  wThilft  in  fome  meafure  tend- 
ing to  fubftantiate  their  knowledge  or  fufpicions 
that  fuch  barbarities  have  exiftence,  led  us  to 
conclude,  that  the  charader  given  of  the  natives 
of  North-Weft  America  does  not  attach  to  every 
tribe.  Thefe  people  have  been  reprefented  not 
only  as  accuftomed  inhumanly  to  devour  the 
flefli  of  their  conquered  enemies  ;  but  alfb  to 
keep  certain  fervants,  or  rather  flaves,  of  their 
ow  n  nation,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  making  the 
principal  part  of  the  banquet,  to  fatisfy  the  un- 
natural favage  gluttony  of  the  chiefs  of  this 
country,  on  their  vifits  to  each  other.  Were 
fuch  barbarities  pra6tifed  once  a  month,  as  is 
ftated,  it  wrould  be  natural  to  fuppofe  thefe 
people,  fo  inured,  would  not  have  (hewn  the 
leaft  averfion  to  eating  flefli  of  any  defcription  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  not  poffible  to  conceive  a 
greater  degree  of  abhorrence  than  was  manifefted 
by  thefe  good  people,  until  their  minds  were 
made  pcrfe&Jy  eafy  that  it  was  not  human  flefli 
we  offered  them  to  eat.  This  inftaiice  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  exonerate  at  leaft  this  particular  tribe 

from 
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from  fo  barbarous  a  practice ;  and,  as  their  af- 
finity to  the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  and  of  the 
fea-coall,  to  the  fouth  of  that  place,  in  their 
manners  and  cuftoms,  admits  of  little  difference, 
it  is  but  charitable  to  hope  thofe  alfo,  on  a  more 
minute  inquiry,  may  be  found  not  altogether  de- 
ferving  fuch  a  character.  They  are  not,  how- 
ever, free  from  the  general  failing  attendant  on 
a  favage  life.  One  of  them  having  taken  a  knife 
and  fork  to  imitate  our  manner  of  eating,  found 
means  to  fecrete  them  under  his  garment ;  but, 
on  his  being  detected,  gave  up  his  plunder  with 
the  utmoft  good  humour  and  unconcern. 

They  accompanied  us  from  three  or  four  mi- 
ferable  huts,  near  the  place  where  we  had  dined, 
for  about  four  miles ;  during  which  time  they 
exchanged  the  only  things  they  had  to  difpofe 
of,  their  bows,  arrows,  and  fpears,  in  the  moft 
fair  and  honeft  manner,  for  hawk's  bells,  but- 
tons, beads,  and  fuch  ufelefs  commodities. 

The  fir  ft  information  of  the  natives  we  found 
perfectly  correal ;  and  it  w  as  not  long  before  we 
had  every  reafon  to  give  credit  to  the  fecond,  by- 
finding  the  inlet  divided  into  two  branches,  one 
taking  a  northwardly  direction  towards  the  fhips, 
giving  that  which,  in  the  morning,  we  had  con- 
fidered  to  be  the  weflern  fliore  of  the  main  inlet, 
the  appearance  of  an  ifland,  eight  or  nine  leagues 
in  circuit ;  the  other  ftretched  to  the  fouthweft- 

ward  ; 
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ward  ;  and  into  which  ran  a  very  ftrohg  tide. 
Although  there  was  little  doubt  of  our  having 
been  preceded  in  the  examination  of  this  branch, 
yet,  as  the  (trength  of  the  influx  indicated  its 
extremity  to  be  at  feme  diftance,  I  determine  J, 
as  we  were  well  fupplied  for  the  excurfion,  to, 
embrace  the  advantage  of  fo  favourable  an  oppor- 
tunity, of  keeping  the  larboard  ftiorc  on  board, 
and  of  examining  fuch  inlets  as  might  be  found 
leading  to  the  left ;  that,  in  the  event  of  Mr. 
Puget  having  been  unable  to  accomplifli  the  talk 
affigned  him,  our  furvey  might  be  completed 
without  another  expedition  into  this  region. 
With  the  affiftance  of  the  ftrong  tide,  we  rapidly 
pafled  through  a  fair  navigable  channel,  near  half 
a  league  wide,  with  foundings  from  24  to  30 
fathoms,  free  from  any  appearance  of  fhoals,  rocks, 
or  other  interruptions.  The  eaftern  fhore  was 
found  nearly  fcraight  and  compact ;  but  on  the 
weftern,  three  wide  openings  were  fcen,  whofe 
terminations  were  not  diftinguifiiable  ;  and  the 
ftrength  with  which  the  tide  flowed  into  the  two 
north ernmoft,  induced  .us  to  coniider  them  as 
very  extcnfive. 

Having  advanced  in  a  direction  S.  32  W.  about 
three  leagues  from  the  fouth,  or  inner  point  of 
entrance,  into  an  opening,  fituated  in  latitude 
-±7°  IQi',  longitude  237°  42' ,  we  halted  about 
eight  in  the  evening  for  the  night,  on  a  Imall 

ifland, 
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ifland,  lying  about  a  mile  from  the  eaftern  fhore* 
The  general  character  of  the  fituation  in  which 
we  had  now  arrived,  indicated  it  to  be  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  main  branch  of  the  inlet,  we  had 
been  thus  long  navigating.  The  infular  appear- 
ance of  its  weftern  fide,  the  rapidity  of  the  flood 
tide,  and  its  increafmg  width,  gave  us  reafon  to 
fuppofe  we  fhould  find  it  ftill  more  extenfive. 
Whilft  employed  in  arranging  our  matters  for 
the  night,  we  difcovered,  coming  out  of  the 
fbuthernmofl  opening,  two  fmall  veffels,  which, 
at  firft,  were  taken  for  Indian  canoes,  but,  on 
ufmg  our  glafTes,  they  were  confidered  to  be  our 
two  boats.  The  evening  was  cloudy ;  and, 
clofmg  in  very  foon,  prevented  a  pofitive  decifion, 
The  original  idea  was,  however,  fomewhat  con- 
firmed on  firing  two  mufkets,  which  were  not 
anfwered. 

During  the  night,  we  had  fome  rain,  with  a 
frefli  gale  from  the  S.  E.  which  abated  by  the 
morning  ;  the  rain  ftill  continued,  but  not  fo  vio- 
lently as  to  prevent  our  proceeding.  At  four 
o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  the  27th,  we  again 
embarked,  and  fteered  about  S.  W.  by  S. ;  in 
which  direction  the  inlet  feemed  to  ftretch  to 
fome  diftance ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  fouth- 
ern  land  gave  rife  to  an  opinion  of  its  terminat- 
ing in  a  river.  The  fpace  we  had  fo  confidered 
was,  by  feven  o'clock,  proved  to  be  a  low  fwampy 

compact 
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compare  fhore,  forming  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  the  inlet  in  this  dire&ion,  about  two  leagues 
from  our  laft  refting  place.  The  inlet  here  ter- 
minated in  an  expanfive  though  fhallow  bay, 
acrofs  which  a  flat  of  land  extended  upwards  of 
a  mile  from  its  fhores ;  on  which  was  lying  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  drift  wood,  confining  chiefly 
of  very  large  trees.  The  country  behind  for  fome 
diftance,  was  low,  then  rofe  gradually  to  a  mo- 
derate height ;  and,  like  the  eaftern  fhores  of  the 
inlet,  was  covered  with  wood,  and  diverfified  with 
pleafant  inequalities  of  hill  and  dale,  though  not 
enriched  with  thofe  imaginary  parks  and  pleafure 
grounds  we  had  been  accuflomed  to  behold  nearer 
to  the  fea  coaft ;  the  whole  prefenting  one  unin- 
terrupted wildernefs. 

From  hence  the  dire&ion  of  the  inlet  was  about 
N.W.  by  N.  ftill  preferving  a  confiderable  width ; 
the  weftern  fliore  appearing  to  be  formed  by 
a  group  of  iflands.  Our  progrefs  was  a  little  re- 
tarded by  the  rain  in  the  forenoon ;  but,  about 
mid-day  the  clouds  difperfed,  though  not  fuffi- 
ciently  early  to  procure  an  obfervation  for  the  la- 
titude. We  had  now  reached  a  point  on  the 
larboard  fhore,  where  the  inlet  was  again  divided 
into  two  Qther  large  branches,  one  leading  to  the 
fouth-  weft  ward,  the  other  towards  the  north. 
As  my  plan  was  to  purfue  the  examination  of  the 
larboard  fliore,  the  fouth-weft  branch  became  our 

firft 
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firfl"  objedt.  This  we  found  divided  into  two 
narrow  channels,  leading  to  the  Youth  ward,  with 
the  appearance  of  two  fmall  coves  to  the  north- 
ward. Up  the  wefternmoft  of  the  former,  about 
fix  miles,  we  took  up  our  abode  for  the  night, 
which  was  ferene  and  pleaiant* 

Early  in  the  morning,  Monday  28 til-,  we  again 
ftarted,  and  foon  found  tlie  channel  to  terminate 
about  a  league  from  the  place  where  we  had  flept 
the  night  before,  as  the  reft  had  done,  in  low 
fwampy  ground,  with  a  fn allow  fandy  bank  ex- 
tending to  fome  diftance  into  the  channel.  Here 
we  met,  as  had  been  frequently  the  cafe,  a  few 
miferable  Indians  in  their  temporary  habitations  ; 
thefe  either  had  nothing  to  difpofe  of,  or  wrere 
not  inclined  to  have  intercourfe  with  us  ;  the 
latter  feemed  mofc  probable,  as  our  vifit  was  not 
attended  with  that  cordial  reception  we  had  ge- 
nerally experienced.  This  however  might  have 
been  occafioned  by  our  having  difturbed  them 
unufually  early  from  their  reft ;  we  made  them 
fome  prefents  which  they  accepted  very  coolly, 
and  having  fatisfied  ourfelves  with  the  extent  of 
the  inlet  in  this  direction  w7e  returned,  and  about 
nine  o'clock  landed  to  breakfaft  about.' two  miles 
within  the  main  entrance  of  the  fouth-weft 
branch.  We  left  behind  us  to  the  weftward  the 
appearance  of  two  or  three  fmall  iflands  or  points, 
that  might  form  fimilar  inlets  to  thofe  we  had 

already 
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already  examined,  leading  to  the  foutb.  Thefe 
could  be  of  little  extent,  as  fcarccly  any  vilible 
tide  was  found  in  the  narroweft  parts, 

From  the  length  of  time  alfo  thkt  the  other 
boats  had  been  abfent  previous  to  our  departure 
from  the  fhips,  together  with  the  appearance  and 
direction  of  the  inlet,  I  entertained  little  doubt 
that  the  greater  part  of  what  we  had  feen,  as  alfo 
that  which  we  were  now  leaving  unexplored, 
had  undergone  the  examination  of  Mr.  Puget  and 
Mr.  Whidbey.    This  induced  me  to  return  on 
board,  confidering  we  were  now  paffing  our  time 
to  little  purpofe ;  and  as  the  branch  of  the  main 
inlet  before  us  ftretching  to  the  northward,  pre- 
fented  every  profpecc  of  communicating  with 
fome  of  thofe  we  had  palled  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, we  purfued  that  route.    The  iituation  we 
quitted  this  morning,  according1  to  my  furvey, 
was  in  latitude  47°  &%  longitude  237°  18',  about 
1 7  leagues  from  the  fea  coaft  of  New  Albion,  to- 
wards which;  from  the  moderate  height  of  the 
country,  there  could  be  little  doubt  of  an  eafy 
intercpurfe  by  land.    About  noon  we  landed  on 
a  point  of  the  eaftern  ihore,  whofe  latitude  is  47° 
m§H  longitude  237°  1  7i/.  From  hence  we  pro- 
ceeded with  a  pleafant  foutherly  gale,  to  alcer- 
tain  if  any  communication  cxifted,  as  we  had  be- 
fore conjectured.    The  further  we  advanced  the 
more  doubtful  it  became,  until  at  length,  about 

three 
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three  leagues  north  of  the  above  point,  it  ter* 
minated  like  all  the  other  channels  in  a  fhallow 
flat  before  a  low  fwampy  bog.    Here  we  dined, 
and  about  four  in  the  afternoon  fet  out  on  our 
return  by  the  way  we4  had  come,  purpofmg  to 
flop  for  the  night  at  a  cove  a  little  to  the  fouth 
of  the  point  we  were  upon  at  noon,  where  we 
arrived  about  nine  in  the  evening.    Mr.  John- 
flone,  who  had  kept  along  the  weftern  Ihore  in 
order  to  look  into  a  fmall  opening  we  had  pafTed 
in  failing  down,  had  the  advantage  by  being  on 
the  weather  fhore,  and  had  arrived  a  fhort  time 
before  us.  He  informed  me  the  opening  was  very 
narrow,  and  could  extend  but  a  little  way  before 
it  joined  that  which  wre  had  quitted  this  morning, 
Whilft  he  was  on  fhore  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
the  necellary  angles*  a  deer  came  down  to  the 
beach,  which  Mr.  Le  Mefurier,  the  gentleman 
who  had  attended  him  in  the  boat,  fired  at,  and 
fortunately  killed.    It  proved  to  be  a  very  fine 
buck,  and  afforded  our  people  a  good  frefli  meal, 
which  wras  fome  compenfation  for  the  difappoint- 
ment  we  experienced  in  not  finding  a  palfage 
home  by  the  route  we  had  lately  purfued. 

About  day-break,  as  ufual,  on  Tucfday  morn- 
ing the  2gth,  we  again  refumed  our  voyage  to- 
wards the  fhips,  which  were  now  diffcant  about 
45  miles.  Towards  noon  w7e  landed  on  the  north 
point  of  entrance  into  the  fecpnd  opening  we  had 
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pafled  on  Saturday  evening ;  the  latitude  of 
which  is  47°  ISf'*  The  ftrength  of  the  ebb  tide 
facilitated  our  progrefs,  and  our  conje&ures  were 
foon  proved  to  have  been  well  founded  in  this 
being  the  fame  inlet,  which  I  had  dire<5led  the 
other  party  to  examine.  We  were  carried  with 
great  rapidity  for  fome  time  up  the  branch  leading 
to  the  northward,  and  through  this  channel  we 
arrived  in  the  evening  on  board,  without  feeing 
any  other  opening  leading  to  the  weftward.  The 
land  compofmg  the  eaftern  fhore  of  this  channel, 
and  the  weftern  fhore  of  that  we  had  purfued 
on  Saturday  morning,  was  now  afcertained  to  be 
the  moft  extenfive  ifland  we  had  yet  met  wTith  in 
our  feveral  examinations  of  this  coaft ;  which 
after  my  friend  Captain  Vafhon  of  the  navy,  I 
have  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Vashon's 
Island. 

Late  on  the  preceding  Saturday  night,  or  ra- 
ther on  Sunday  morning,  our  other  party  had  re- 
turned. It  was  them  we  had  feen  the  fir  ft  even- 
ing of  our  excurfion  from  the  ifland,  and  they 
very  diftin&ly  faw  our  fire ;  but  as  they  did  not 
hear  the  report  of  the  mufkets,  concluded  it  a 
fire  of  the  natives,  not  having  the  leaft  idea  of 
any  of  our  boats  being  in  that  neighbourhood. 
They  had  explored  all  thofe  parts  of  the  inlet  wTe 
had  pafTed  by,  and  found  the  three  openings  we 
left  unexamined,  the  firft  afternoon,  leading  to 
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the  weftward,  to  be  channels  dividing  that  fhore 
into  three  iflands  ;  and  thofe  we  had  not  attended 
to  onMonday  morning  formed  two  fmall  branches 
leading  to  the  S.  W. ;  the  wefternmoft  of  which 
extends  to  the  latitude  4/°  6',  about  two  leagues 
to  the  weftward  of  our  refearches  in  that  direc- 
tion ;  that  in  which  the  deer  wTas  fhot  communi- 
cated with  the  S.  W.  branch  of  the  inlet  by  a 
very  narrow  channel.  They  had  alio  paffed  the 
opening  we  had  purfued  leading  towards  mount 
Rainier  ;  but  agreeably  to  my  directions  had  not 
profecuted  its  examination  ;  the  termination  of 
every  other  opening  in  the  land  they  had  afcer- 
tained.  Thus  by  our  joint  efforts,  we  had  com- 
pletely explored  every  turning  of  this  extenfive 
inlet ;  and  to  commemorate  Mr.  Puget's  exer- 
tions, the  fouth  extremity  of  it  I  named  Puget's- 
Sound. 

The  Chatham  had  (ailed  on  Monday,  and  Mr. 
Whidbey  had  departed  in  the  Difcovery's  launch 
for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  into  eftecl  the  orders 
I  had  left  with  Mr.  Broughtoii. 

Mr.  Pugct  had  little  more  to  communicate  re- 
{peeling  his  late  expedition  than  wThat  had  fallen 
under  my  own  obiervation,  excepting  the  difor- 
dcrly  "behaviour  of  an  Indian  tribe  he  had  met 
with  at  fome  diftance  up  the  urfz  arm  leading  to 
the  weftward  within  the  narrows,  whofe  conduct 
had  materially  differed  from  that  of  the  natives 

in 
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in  general ;  and  in  particular  from  that  of  a  party 
confifting  of  about  twenty  natives  whom  they  had 
before  feen  in  that  route,  and  who  had  behaved 
with  their  ufual  friendflbip  and  civility.    In  this 
arm  they  found  the  fhores  in  general  low  and 
well  wTooded.    About  eight  in  the  evening,  at- 
tended by  fome  of  the  natives  in  twro  canoes, 
they  landed  for  the  night.    Thefe  people  could 
not  be  invited  nearer  our  party  than  about  an 
hundred  yards,  where  they  remained  attentive 
to  all  the  operations  until  the  tents  were  pitched,  „ 
when  it  became  neceflary  to  difcharge  fome 
loaded  mufkets,  the  noife  of  which  they  heard 
without  any  apparent  furprize,  and  exclaimed 
poo  !  after  every  report.    They  foon  afterwards 
paddled  awray  to  the  weftward.  The  next  morn- 
ing Mr.  Puget  proceeded  up  the  arm,  which  took 
a  N.  E.  direction  about  a  mile  wide,  narrowing 
as  they  advanced  to  one-fourth  of  that  width  ;  the 
foundings  were  found  regular  from  eight  to  thir- 
teen fathoms.    In  this  fituation  they  faw  a  canoe 
making  towards  them,  on  which  they  refted  on 
their  oars  to  wait  its  approach.    The  canoe  fud- 
denly  flopped,  and  no  offers  of  prefents,  nor  figns 
of  friendly  inclinations,  could  induce  the  Indians 
to  venture  near  the  boat.    In  order  to  remove 
their  apprehenfions,   Mr.  Puget  faftened  fome 
medals,  copper,  and  trinkets,  to  a  piece  of  wood 
which  he  left  floating  on  the  wrater ;  and  when 
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the  boat  was  at  a  fufficient  diftance,  the  Indians 
picked  it  up.  After  repeating  this  twice  or  thrice 
they  ventured,  though  not  without  fome  trepi- 
dation, alongfide  the  boats.  In  their  perfons 
they  feemed  more  robuft  than  the  generality  of 
the  inhabitants ;  moft  of  them  had  loft  their 
right  eye,  and  were  much  pitted  writh  the  fmall 
pox.  They  now  attended  the  boats  for  a  fhort 
time,  and  having  received  fome  additional  pre- 
fents,  returned  to  the  fhore.  The  whole  of  their 
condud:  exhibited  much  fufpicion  and  diftruft. 
When  any  queftion  was  endeavoured  to  be  put  to 
them,  they  replied  by  poo  !  poo  !  pointing  at  the 
fame  time  to  a  fmall  iiland  on  which  the  partv 
had  breakfafted,  and  where  fome  birds  had  been 
fliot.  They  feemed  well  acquainted  with  the 
value  of  iron  and  copper,  but  would  not  difpofe 
of  their  weapons,  or  any  other  article  in  exchange 
for  either.  About  noon  the  party  landed  to  dine  ; 
and  whilft  they  were  preparing  to  haul  the  feine 
before  a  frefb  water  brook,  fix  canoes  were  feen 
paddling  haftily  round  the  point  of  the  cove  they 
were  in,  and  directing  their  courfe  towards  the 
boats.  The  fufpicious  behaviour  of  thofe  whom 
they  had  parted  with  in  the  morning,  rendered 
it  highly  expedient  that  they  lliould  be  upon  their 
guard  againft  any  hoftile  defign  of  thefe  people  ; 
on  whofe  approach,  a  line  on  the  beach  was 
drawn,  to  feparate  the  two  parties  from  each 
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other;  which  was  readily  underftood,  and  obeyed. 
They  now  divided  their  numbers  into  tvvo  lets, 
one  remaining  on  fhore  with  their  bows  and  qui- 
vers, the  other  retiring  to  their  canoes,  where 
they  quietly  feated  themfelves. 

Thus,  with  every  appearance  of  good  order  be- 
ing eftabliihed,  the  officers  went  to  dinner,  on 
an  elevated  fpot  a  fewT  yards  from  the  water-fide, 
where  the  crews  were  dining  in  their  rcfpetiive 
boats,  and  in  readinefs  to  aft  in  cafe  rt  any  alarm. 
On  a  feventh  canoe  joining  the  Indian  party,  thofe 
on  the  beach  immediately  embarked ;  and  the 
whole  number,  amounting  to  twenty- four  per- 
fons,  evidently  entered  into  a  confutation,  dur- 
ing which  they  frequently  pointed  to  thofe  in  the 
boats,  as  well  as  to  the  ofiicers  on  the  hill.  This 
conduct  tended  to  increafe  the  fufpicions  that 
their  inclinations  were  otherwife  than  friendly, 
however  imprudent  they  might  dqem  it,  on  the 
prefent  moment,  to  carry  their  intentions  into 
execution.    But  as  our  party  could  not  be  fur- 
prized,  and  as  they  were  ready  to  a&  immediately 
on  the  defenfive,  Mr.  Fuget  and  the  other  gen- 
tlemen did  not  confider  their  fituation  alarming, 
and  preferred  quietly  finifhing  their  repail,  to  that 
of  indicating  any  figns  of  diftruft  or  apprehen- 
fion,  by  a  precipitate  retreat.    Towards  the  con- 
clufion  of  their  conference,  three  of  their  canoe- 
were  pealing  near  to  the  boats ;  but,  on  finding 
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they  were  difcovered  by  the  officers,  inflantly  re- 
turned. At  this  time,  an  eighth  canoe  joined 
the  party ;  on  which  all  of  them  paddled  to  the 
beach,  jumped  on  fhore  and  fining  their  bows. 
This  was  manifeftlypreparing  for  an  attack,as  they 
had  not  ever  been  feen,  on  any  former  occafion, 
with  their  bows  fining.  The  very  man  who  ap- 
peared the  principal  in  the  canoe,  they  had  met 
in  the  morning,  and  with  whom  fo  much  trou- 
ble was  taken  to  obtain  his  good  opinion,  now 
feemed  the  leader  of  this  party ;  and,  with  an 
arrow  acrofs  his  bowr  in  readinefs  for  immediate 
ufe,  advanced  towards  the  ffcation  of  the  officers, 
whilfl  others  of  the  party  were  moving  that  way. 
Such  meafures  however  were  prudently  reforted 
to,  without  proceeding  to  extremities,  as  obliged 
them  all  to  retreat  to  the  line  of  feparation,  where 
they  again  held  a  clofe  and  long  confultation ; 
and  our  gentlemen  having  now  no  object  to  de- 
tain them  on  fhore,  they  re-embarked,  leaving 
the  Indians  at  the  line  of  feparation,  fharpening 
their  arrow7s  and  fpears  on  flones,  apparently 
much  inclined,  though  irrefolute,  to  attempt 
hoflilities.  In  this  undecided  flate  of  their  minds, 
Mr.  Puget  thought  it  might  anfwer  a  good  pur- 
pofe  to  fire  a  fwivel,  fhotted  ;  the  effed:  of  which, 
might  teach  them  to  refped,  hereafter,  our 
powers  of  defence,  and  induce  them,  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  to  prefer  a  pacific  deportment,  and 
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preferve  the  lives  of  many,  that  muft  have  been 
loft,  had  they  been  fo  injudicious  as  to  have  com- 
menced an  attack.  Although,  on  the  report  of 
the  gun,  or  the  diftant  effedi  of  the  fhot,  which 
was  fired  over  the  water,  not  the  leaft  vifible  afto- 
nifhment  or  apprehenfion  was  expreflcd,  yet,  the 
meafure  was  almoft  inftantly  attended  with  every 
expelled  good  confequence.  Their  bows  were 
foon  unftrung  ;  and  inftead  of  their  menacing  a 
combat,  their  weapons  became  articles  of  traffic, 
in  common  with  other  trifles  they  had  to  difpofe 
of,  for  copper,  buttons,  knives,  beads,  and  other 
ornaments ;  in  which  friendly  intercourfe,  they 
accompanied  the  boats  until  towards  the  evening, 
when  they  peaceably  took  their  leave,  and  re- 
turned to  their  home. 

From  Mr.  Pugct  I  likewife  underload,  that, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  excurfion,  himfelf  and  party 
had  vifited,  and  had  received  the  vifits  of  feveral 
other  tribes  of  Indians,  whofe  behaviour  had  been 
uniformly  civil,  courteous,  and  friendly.  Why 
this  party,  whofe  unfriendly  intentions  were  too 
evident  to  be  miftaken,  fhould  have  been  in- 
duced to  aftunic,  without  the  leaft  provocation,  a 
character  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  that  which, 
in  every  other  inftance,  feemed  to  govern  their 
general  condudl,  is  certainly  very  rnvilerious,  and 
renders  the  foregoing  an  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance,  for  whi  h  it  is  difficult  to  account. 
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The  country  we  had  mutually  explored,  did 
not  appear,  to  either  party,  from  our  tranlient 
view  of  it,  materially  to  differ  from  that  which 
has  already  been  defcribed,  either  in  its  feveral 
productions  from  the  foil,  or  in  its  general  ap- 
pearance of  fertility.  It  did  not,  however,  pof- 
fefs  that  beautiful  variety  of  landfcape  ;  being  an 
almoft  impenetrable  wildernefs  of  lofty  trees,  ren- 
dered nearly  impaffable  by  the  underwood,  which 
uniformly  incumbers  the  fur  face. 

By  the  termination  of  the  weftern  range  of 
fnowy  mountains  in  their  fbuthern  direction,  tak- 
ing place  confiderably  to  the  north-weftward,  and 
the  more  elevated  land  intercepting  the  view  of 
fuch  mountains  as  may  extend  from  the  eaftern 
range,  fouth ward  of  mount  Rainier,  we  were 
prefented  with  more  than  the  whole  fouthern 
horizon  of  land  moderately  high,  extending  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  diverfified  by  emi- 
nences and  vallies,  affording  a  probability  of  an 
eafy  intercourfe  by  land  with  the  fea  coaft;  where 
fome  places  of  flicker  for  fmall  veffels  may  pof- 
fibly  ftill  be  found,  which,  in  the  event  of  an 
eftablifhment  being  formed,  would  prove  highly 
advantageous. 

The  fcarcity  of  water  has  before  been  men- 
tioned as  the  only  difadvantage  that  the  interior 
country  feemed  to  labour  under  ;  but  in  Mr. 
Pugct's  furvey,  a  greater  fupply  of  water  was 
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found  than  in  the  inlets  and  bays  that  underwent 
my  own  particular  examination.  The  country 
had  alfo  been  confidered  by  us  as  nearly  deftitute 
of  inhabitants  ;  but  this  opinion  wc  found  to  be 
erroneous,  from  the  other  party  having,  by  acci- 
dent, fallen  in  with  near  150  Indians,  and  having 
feen  feveral  defertcd  villages. 

The  point  near  our  preient  ftation,  forming 
the  north  point  of  the  bay,  hitherto  called  the 
Village  point,  I  have  diftinguiihed  by  the  name 
of  Restoration  Point,  having  celebrated  that 
memorable  event,  whilft  at  anchor  under  it ;  and 
from  the  refult  of  my  obfervations  made  on  the 
fpot,  it  is  fituated  in  latitude  47°  30',  longitude 
237°  46/.  During  our  ftay  the  tides  were  ob- 
ferved  to  be  materially  affected,  by  the  direction 
or  force  of  the  winds,  not  only  in  refped:  to  their 
rife  and  fall,  but  as  to  the  time  of  high  water. 
The  former  feldom  exceeded  feven  or  eight  feet : 
and  the  latter  generally  took  place  about  4h  10/ 
after  the  moon  palled  the  meridian.  The  varia- 
tion of  the  compafs,  by  fix  fets  of  azimuths  taken 
on  board,  differing  from  18°  to  22°,  gave  the 
mean  refult  of  1Q°  86/  eaft  variation. 

Nothing  occurring  to  detain  us,  on  Wednef- 
day  morning,  the  30th,  with  a  pleafant  foutherly 
breeze,  we  directed  our  courfe  to  the  opening 
under  the  examination  of  Mr.  Broughton  ;  the 
entrance  of  which  lies  from  Reftoration  point, 
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N.  20  E.  five  leagues  diftant.  The  breeze,  as  was 
ufual,  dying  away,  we  advanced  very  flowly  ; 
towards  noon,  it  was  fucceeded  by  a  N.  W.  wind, 
accompanied  with  the  flood- tide,  fo  that,  by  the 
time  we  had  worked  up  the  opening,  the  ebb 
tide  was  returning  not  only  with  great  ftrength, 
but  attended  by  a  fort  of  counter- tide,  or  under 
tow,  that  fo  affected  the  fhip,  as  to  render  her 
almoft  unmanageable,  notwithstanding  we  had 
■a  frefh  breeze,  and  wxre  affifted  in  working  in 
by  our  boats.     Having  advanced  about  three 
miles  within  the  entrance,  which  we  found  about 
half  a  league  acrofs,  and,  in  the  evening,  feeing 
no  appearance  of  the  Chatham,  a  gun  was  fired, 
which  was  immediately  anfwered  from  behind 
a  point  of  land,  on  the  ftarboard,  or  ealtern 
fhorc,  where,  foon  atterwards,  we  faw  the  Chat- 
ham bearing  a  light  at  her  malt- head  for  our  gui- 
dance ;  and,  though  within  the  diftance  of  two 
miles,  it  was  near  midnight  before  we  anchored 
in  32  fathoms  water,  about  a  cable's  length  from 
her;   not  having  been  able  to  gain  foundings 
with  no  fithoms  of  line,  until  we  reached  this 
flation. 

The  next  morning,  Thurfday  3  lit,  we  found 
ourfelves  about  a  cable's  length  from  the  fhore, 
in  a  capacious  found;  whofe  entrance  bore  by 
corn  pais  from  S.  2  W.  to  S.  30  W.,  about  fix 
miles  from  us,  from  whence  it  extended  in  a 
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true  N.  N.  E.  direction.  To  the  north  was  a 
high  round  ifland,  bearing  from  N.  18  W.  to 
N.  33  W. ;  on  each  fide  of  which  an  opening  was 
feen  ftretching  to  the  northvvard.  Thefe  open- 
ings were  feparated  by  a  high  narrow  ilip  of  land, 
which  alfo  appeared  to  be  infular.  The  eaftern 
fide  of  the  found  formed  a  deep  bay,  apparently 
bounded  by  folid  compact  land  of  a  moderate 
height. 

Mr.  Broughton  informed  me,  he  had  navi- 
gated the  eaft  fide  of  the  round  ifland  in  the 
brig,  and  had  examined  the  eaftern  fhore  of  the 
found,  which  was,  as  it  appeared  to  be,  a  corn- 
pad:  fh ore.  Mr.  Whidbey,  in  our  launch,  ac- 
companied by  Lieutenant  Hanfon  in  the  Chat- 
ham's, had,  on  the  2Qth,  been  difpatched  to  the 
two  openings  to  the  northward,  with  directions 
to  examine  the  right  hand,  or  eafternmoft,  firft; 
and,  on  finding  its  termination,  to  return  with 
fuch  information  to  the  Chatham,  before  they 
proceeded  to  vifit  the  other;  that,  in  the  event  of 
the  Difcovery's  arrival  previous  to  their  return, 
the  veflels  might  followT  them  in  fuch  purfuit,  ob- 
ferving  to  keep  o(n  the  eaftern  fhore  until  they 
fliould  find  it  divided  into  tvvo  branches.  This 
being  the  third  day  of  their  abfence,  it  was  con- 
cluded they  had  found  the  eafternmoft  opening 
to  be  of  confiderahie  extent  ;  in  confequence  of 
which  I  determined  to  follow  them,  but  the 
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weather  being  calm  and  gloomy,  with  fomerain, 
we  were  prevented  moving.  On  a  low  point  of 
land  near  the  fhip,  I  obferved  the  latitude  to  be 
47°  571',  longitude  237'°  58'.  A  light  favourable 
breeze  fprang  up  fhortly  after  noon  ;  but  before 
the  anchor  was  at  the  {hip's  bows  it  again  fell 
calm,  with  much  rain,  which  obliged  us  to  re- 
main quiet.  The  Chatham  however  weighed, 
and  being  foon  off  the  bank,  which  does  not 
reach  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fhore,  was  in- 
ftantly  out  of  foundings,  and  was  driven  by  the 
ebb-tide  until  nine  in  the  evening;  to  the  entrance 
of  the  found.  At  this  time  a  frefh  foutherly 
breeze  fpriaging  up  we  weighed,  and  directed 
our  courfe  northward,  to  pafs  on  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  round  ifland. 

We  had  now  been  ftationary  upwards  of  20 
hours,  ^nd  during  that  time  the  tide  or  current 
had  confiantly  fat  out ;  the  like  was  obferved  by 
Mr.  Broughton  during  his  continuance  in  the 
fame  place.  The  foutherly  wind,  attended  by  a 
heavy  fall  of  rain,  foon  became  fo  faint,  that  by 
eleven  at  night  we  had  proceeded  only  five  miles. 
Here  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  twenty  fa- 
thoms water,  hard  fandy  bottom,  near  half  way 
between  the  ifland  and  the  point  that  divides  the 
two  openings,  which  are  about  a  league  afunder. 

About  fix  in  the  morning;  of  Friday?  June  the 
firft,  affiftcd  by  the  flood  tide,  and  a  light  fouth- 
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eafterly  wind,  we  proceeded  up  the  eaftern  arm  ; 
the  entrance  of  which  is  about  a  mile  wide,  w  ith 
foundings  from  75  to  80  fathoms,  dark  fandy 
bottom.  The  weather  being  rainy,  calm,  or  at- 
tended with  light  variable  winds,  moft  of  the 
forenoon  we  made  little  progrefs.  During  this 
interval  the  Chatham  gained  fome  advantage  of 
us,  and  about  noon  proceeded  with  a  favourable 
breeze  from  the  fouthward  up  the  opening.  The 
haze  which  had  obfcured  the  land  all  the  fore 
part  of  the  day,  gave  the  inlet  an  extenfive  ap- 
pearance, without  any  vifible  termination  :  but  on 
the  fog's  difperfmg,  it  feemed  to  be  clofed  in  every 
direction,  excepting  that  by  w7hich  we  had  enter- 
ed; but  as  foundings  could  not  be  gained  with  fifty 
fathoms  of  line,  we  continued  our  courfe  up  the 
inlet  until  about  two  o'clock,  at  which  time  we 
had  advanced  fix  miles  from  the  entrance ;  and 
being  perfectly  fatisfied  that  the  inlet  finifhed  in 
the  manner  common  to  all  we  had  hitherto  exa- 
mined, the  fignal  was  made  for  the  Chatham  to 
bring  up,  and  we  fhortened  fail  accordingly.  In 
a  few  minutes  fhe  wras  difcovercd  to  be  a-ground, 
and  had  made  the  fignal  for  affiftance.  On  this 
we  ffcood  towards  her,  and  anchored  about  a  mile 
from  her  in  20  fathoms  water,  fandy  bottom,  and 
about  half  that  diftance  from  the  eaftern  fhore., 
which  was  the  neareft  land.  Our  boats  were  im- 
mediately fent  to  her  relief;  but  as  the  tide  fub- 
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fided  very  faft,  they  could  only  lay  out  anchors 
for  heaving  her  off  on  the  returning  flood.  Al- 
though the  upper  part  of  the  inlet  had  appeared 
to  be  perfectly  clofed,  yet  it  was  not  impoflible 
a  channel  might  exift  on  the  weftern  or  oppofite 
Ihore,  which  by  interlocking  points  might  have 
been  invifible  to  us  on  board,  and  through  which 
our  abfent  party  might  have  found  a  paffage.  To 
afcertain  this  fa6t,  I  went  in  the  yawl,  and  found 
the  depth  of  water  fuddenly  to  decreafe  on  leav- 
ing the  fhip  to  ten,  feven,  and  two  fathoms.  We 
continued  our  refearches  in  one  and  two  fathoms 
water  to  the  oppofite  fide,  where  we  landed 
nearly  a-breaft  of  the  fhip,  and  found  the  fhores 
of  the  inlet  to  be  ftraight,  compact,  and  about 
two  miles  apart.    In  feveral  places  we  attempted 
to  land  near  the  upper  end,  but  found  ourfelves 
as  often  repulfed  by  a  flat  fandy  lho'al,  which  ex- 
tended dire6tly  acrofs.    The  land  there  feemed 
of  a  fwampy  nature,  was  thinly  wTooded,  and 
through  it  was  the  appearance  of  a  (hallow  rivu- 
let falling  into  the  fea ;  further  back  it  was  more 
elevated,  and  the  furrounding  country  being  co- 
vered with  a  fimilar  growTth  of  timber  to  that  be- 
fore noticed,  made  us  conclude  the  land  to  be 
equally  fertile. 

This  examination  perplexed  me  extremely  to 
account  for  an  error  that  had  certainly  taken 
place.    For  under  the  convidion  that  this  inlet 
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had  been  found  navigable  by  the  boats,  I  fhould 
not  have  hefitated  to  have  profecuted  my  way 
hither  in  j;he  fhip  at  midnight,  in  confequence  of 
the  party  not  having  made  any  report  to  the  con- 
trary.   This  could  only  be  attributed  to  a  mif- 
underftandins:  of  the  orders  given,  or  to  fome 
unfortunate  accident  having  befallen  them.  The 
latter  we  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend,  unlefs  from 
an  attack  of  the  Indians,  which  w7as  not  very 
likely  to  have  happened,  as  w7e  faw  not  the  leaft 
indication  of  either  permanent  or  temporary  ha- 
bitations. I  called  on  board  the  Chatham  on  my 
return,  and  was  happy  to  underftand  that  there 
was  little  probability  of  her  receiving  any  injury, 
having  grounded  on  a  muddy  bank  ;  and  that 
there  was  every  profpe6t  of  her  floating  off  the 
next  tide.    In  founding  to  lay  out  their  anchors, 
it  became  evident  that  in  the  very  direction  ill 
which  they  had  failed  to  their  then  ftation,  they 
had  run  upwards  of  half  a  mile  on  this  bank  in 
two  fathoms  water,  in  confequence  of  the  un- 
pardonable negligence  of  the  man  at  the  lead, 
who  had  announced  falfe  foundings,  and  for 
which  he  was  defervedly  punifhed.  She  was  hove 
off  about  midnight,  and  anchored  near  us  with- 
out having  received  the  leaft  damage. 

The  Chatham  beins;  in  readinefs  by  ten  the 
next  morning,  Saturday  the  2d,  with  a  light  nor- 
therly breeze,  attended  with  gloomy  weather  an<j 
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lome  rain,  we  directed  our  route  back  by  the 
way  we  had  come,  and  it  was  not  until  three 
o'clock  that  we  reached  the  found,  where  we 
again  anchored  in  fifty  fathoms,  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  eaftern  fhore,  and  about  fix  times 
that  diftance  to  the  eaftward  of  the  arm  we  had 
quitted,  which  forms  an  excellent  harbour,  well 
llieltered  from  all  winds ;  but  during  our  fhort 
ftay  there  we  faw  no  appearance  of  any  frefh  wa- 
ter. Here  our  pofition  was  before  a  fmall  bay, 
into  which  flowed  two  excellent  ftreams,  but 
thefe  were  fo  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  fea,  that 
it  became  necefiary  either  to  procure  the  water 
at  low  tide,  or  at  fome  difhmce  up  the  brook  ; 
which  latter  was  eafily  effected,  as  our  boats  were 
admitted  to  where  the  frefh  water  fell  from  the 
elevated  land.  In  this  fituation  the  obferved  la- 
titude was  48°  2§',  longitude  237°  571^  being  fix 
miles  S.  S.  E.  from  our  laft  anchorage. 

As  there  was  little  doubt  now  remaining  that 
the  party  had  proceeded  to  the  examination  of 
the  other  inlet,  and  as  the  weather  was  thick  and 
hazy  with  fome  rain,  a  gun  was  now  and  then 
fired  to  direct  them  to  the  fhips  in  cafe  they 
fhould  be  on  their  return. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon  we  were  tole- 
rably fuccefsful  with  the  feine,  as  we  had  alfo 
been  in  the  above  harbour,  in  taking  a  quantity 
of  fifh.  fimilar  to  thofe  we  procured  in  port  Dif- 
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co very.  About  eight  in  the  evening  we  had  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  hearing  our  gun  anfvvered  ;  and  at 
nine  the  boats  fafely  returned  to  the  veffcls. 

Mr.  Whidbey  informed  me,  that  on  his  return 
from  the  furvey  of  the  port  we  had  quitted  in  the 
morning,  he  law  the  Chatham  working  off  the 
eaft  end  of  the  round  ifland  at  fo  little  diftance, 
that  he  concluded  the  boats  could  not  have  efcap- 
ed  the  obfervation  of  thole  on  board  ;  and  under 
that  impreffion,  and  his  anxiety  to  forward  this  te- 
dious fervice,  he  had  availed  himfelf  of  a  favorable 
foutherly  wind,  and  flood  tide,  to  prolccute  his 
examination  of  the  other  branch,  whofe  entrance 
he  had  found  fomething  wider  than  the  harbour 
we  had  left,  having  fixty 'fathoms  depth  of  water, 
with  a  foft  muddy  bottom.  Its  general  direc- 
tion led  N.  N.  W.  Having  advanced  about  four 
miles,  they  found,  on  a  low  projecting  point  of 
the  weftern  fhore,  a  village  containing  a  nume- 
rous tribe  of  the  natives.  But  as  my  orders,  as 
well  as  the  general  inclination  of  the  officers, 
were  to  prevent  by  all  poffible  means  the  chance 
of  any  mifunderftanding,  it  was  the  uniform  prac- 
tice to  avoid  landing  in  the  prefence  of  confidcr- 
able  numbers  ;  and  as  it  was  now  the  dinner  time 
of  our  party,  Mr,  Widbcy  very  prudently  made 
choice  of  the  oppofite  fhore,  in  the  hope  of  mak- 
ing a  quiet  meal  without  the  company  of  the  In- 
dians.   Having  reached  the  place  where  they  in- 
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tended  to  land,  they  were  met  by  upwards  of 
two  hundred,  fome  in  their  canoes  with  their  fa- 
milies, and  others  walking  along  the  fhore,  at- 
tended by  about  forty  dogs  in  a  drove,  fhorn  clofe 
to  the  fkin  like  Iheep.  Notwithftanding  their 
numbers,  it -was  important  to  land  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  taking  angles ;  and  they  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  being  received  on  fliore  with  every  mark 
of  cordial  friendfhip.  Mr.  Whidbey  however, 
thought  it  prudent  to  remain  no  longer  in  their 
focicty  than  was  abfolutely  neceffary  ;  and  having 
finifhed  the  bufinefs  for  which  he  had  landed,  he 
inftantly  embarked,  ard  continued  his  route  up 
the  inlet  until  the  evening,  when  he  landed  for 
the  night  about  nine  miles  within  its  entrance. 
In  the  morning  they  again  purfued  their  inquiry, 
and  foon  after  they  had  landed  to  break faft,  they 
were  vifited  by  a  large  canoe  full  of  Indians,  who 
were  immediately  followed  by  an  hundred  more 
of  the  natives,  bringing  with  them  the  mats  for 
covering  their  temporary  houfes,  and,  feemingly, 
every  other  article  of  value  belonging  to  them. 

On  landing,  which  they  did  without  the  leair 
hefitation,  their  behaviour  was  courteous  and 
friendly  in  the  hi-gheft  degree.  A  middle-aged 
man,  to  all  appearance  the  chief  or  principal  per- 
fon  of  the  party,  wTas  fore  molt  in  fhewing  marks 
of  the  greateft  hofpitality  ;  and  perceiving  our 
party  were  at  breakfaft,  prefented  them  with 
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water,  roafted  roots,  dried  fifh,.  and  other  articles 
of  food.  Thisperion,  in  return,  received  fome 
prefents,  and  others  were  diftributed  amongil:  the 
ladies  and  fome  of  the  party.  The  chief,  for  fa 
we  muft  diftinguifh  him,  had  two  hangers,  one 
of  Spaniih,  the  other  of  Englifli  manufacture,  on 
which  he  feemed  to  fet  a  very  high  value.  The 
lituation  of  the  fpot  where  they  had  landed  was 
delightful :  the  fhores  on  each  fide  the  inlet  be- 
ing  compofed  of  a  low  country,  pleaflngly  diver- 
fified  by  hills,  dales,  extenfive  verdant  lawns,  and 
clear  fpaces  in  the  midft  of  the  foreft,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  cordial  reception  they  had  met 
from  the  natives,  induced  Mr.  Whidbey  to  con- 
tinue his  examination  on  fhore  ;  on  this  occafion 
he  was  accompanied  by  the  chief  and  feveral  of 
the  party,  who  conducted  themfelves  with  the 
greateft  propriety  ;  though  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  civil  curiofity  in  examining  his  clothes,  and 
expreffing  a  great  ccilrc  to  be  fatisfied  as  to  the 
colour  of  the  ikin  they  covered  ;  making  figns, 
that  his  hands  and  lace  were  painted  white,  in- 
Head  of  being  black  or  red  like  their  own  ;  but 
when  convinced  of  their  miftake  by  opening  his 
waiftcoat,  their  aftomfiirnent  was  ine^preiiible. 
From  thefe  circurnftances,  and  the  general  tenor 
of  their  behaviour,  Mr.  Whidbey  concluded  they 
had  not  before  feen  any  Europeans,  though,  from 
the  different  articles  they  poiTetied,  it  was  cw 
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dent  a  communication  had  taken  place  ;  proba- 
bly by  the  means  of  diliindt  trading  tribes.  The 
people,  who  had  been  met  in  that  inlet  remov- 
ing with  their  families,  and  all  their  moveable 
property,  wrere  not  unlikely  to  be  of  this  com- 
mercial defcription  ;  particularly,  as  their  voyage 
was  towards  the  fea-coaft,  where,  in  feme  con- 
venient fituation  near  to  the  general  refort  of  Eu- 
ropeans, they  might  fix  their  abode  until  an  op- 
portunity was  afforded  them  to  barter  their  com- 
modities for  the  more  valuable  productions  of 
Europe,  which  are  afterwards  difpofed  of  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  interior  country  at  a  very  ex- 
orbitant price.  This  circumftance  tends,  in  fome 
degree,  to  corroborate  an  opinion  hazarded  on  a 
former  occafion  £o  this  effect. 

On  the  boats  being  ordered  on  fliore  to  receive 
Mr.  Whidbey  and  the  gentlemen  who  had  at- 
tended him  in  his  walk,  the  launch  grounded, 
which  was  n6  fooner  perceived  by  the  Indian 
chief,  than  he  was  foremoft  in  ufing  every  exer- 
tion to  fhove  her  off.  This  being  effected,  and 
the  gentlemen  embarked,  mofc  of  thefe  good 
people  took  their  leave,  and  feemed  to  part  with 
their  newly-acquired  friends  with'  great  reluc- 
tance. The  chief,  and  a  few^  others,  accompa- 
nied our  party,  until  they  had  advanced  about 
fourteen  miles  from  the  entrance,  when  they, 
very  civilly,  took  their  departure  ;  here  the  arm 
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branched  off  from  its  former  direction  of  about 
N.  N.  W.,  to  the  weft  ward,  and  N.  E.  The 
latter  being  the  object  of  their  purfuit,  they  foori 
arrived  off  another  extenfive  and  populous  vil- 
lage, whence  feveral  canoes  came  off  with  not 
lefs  than  feventy  of  the  natives  in  them  ;  and  fe- 
veral others  were  feen  coming  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  fhore.  Thofe  who  approached  the 
boats  conduced  themfelves  with  the  utmoft  pro- 
priety j  fhewing,  by  repeated  invitations  to  their 
dwellings,  the  greateft  hofpitality,  and  making 
figns  that  they  had  plenty  of  food  to  beftow.  In 
thefe  entreaties  the  ladies  were  particularly  ear- 
neft,  and  expreffed  much  chagrin  and  mortifica- 
tion that  their  offers  of  civility  were  declined. 
As  the  boats  failed  paft  the  village  thofe  in  the 
canoes  returned  to  the  fhore. 

The  direction  which  the  land  took  to  the  N.  E. 
conduced  them  to  a  considerable  branch  whofe 
outer  points  lie  from  each  other  N.  20  W.,  about 
a  league  afunder.  From  its  eaftern  fhore  a  fhaU 
low  flat  of  fand,  on  which  are  fome  rocky  iflets 
and  rocks,  runs  out,  until  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  weftern  fhore,  forming  a  narrow  channel, 
navigated  by  them  in  nearly  a  N.  N.  W.  direc- 
tion, for  about  three  leagues.  The  depth,  at  its 
entrance,  was  twenty  fathoms  ;  but  gradually  de~ 
creafed  to  four,  as  they  advanced  up  the  channel 
which  is  formed  by  the  weftern  fhore,  and  the 
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■land-bank,  continuing  with  great  regularity, 
about  half  a  mile  w  ide,  to  the  latitude  of  48°  24', 
longitude  23  7°  45%  where  it  then  ceafed  to  be  na- 
vigable for  veffels  of  any  burthen,  in  confequence 
of  the  rocks  and  overfalls  from  three  to  twenty 
fathoms  deep,  and  a  very  irregular  and  difagree- 
able  tide.  On  meeting  thefe  impediments,  the 
party  returned,  with  intention  of  exploring  the 
opening  leading  to  the  weft  ward.  As  they  re- 
palled  the  village,  they  were  again  vifited  by  their 
friendlv  chief,  attended  bv  tw7o  or  three  canoes 
only,  who  prefented  them  with  a  moil  welcome 
Ihpply  of  very  fine  fmall  fifti  which,  in  many  rc~ 
fpe£is,  refembled,  and  moft  probably  were,  a  fpe- 
cies  of  the  fmelt.  He  accepted,  with  apparent 
pleafure,  an  invitation  into  the  launch,  where -he 
remained  with  Mr.  Whidbey  until  the  evening, 
ate  and  drank  of  fuch  things  as  were  offered  with 
the  greateft  confidence,  and  on  being  made  ac- 
quainted that  the  party  was  going  to  reft,  bad 
them  farewell  with  every  mark  of  refpedt  and 
friendfhip. 

Iu  the  morning,  the  examination  of  the  w7ef- 
tern  branch  was  purfued,  and  found  to  termi- 
nate in  a  very  excellent  and  commodious  cove  or 
habour,  with  regular  foundings  from  10  to  20 
fathoms,  good  holding  ground.  Its  weftern  ex- 
tent fituated  in  latitude  48°  lp}  longitude  237° 
38',  is  not  more  than  a  league  from  the  eaftern 
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fliore  of  the  main  inlet,  within  the  ftraits.  On 
each  point  of  the  harbour,  which  in  honor  of  a 
particular  friend  I  call  Penn's  Cove,  was  a  de- 
ferted  village  ;  in  one  of  which  were  found  feve- 
ral  fepulchres  formed  exactly  like  a  fentry  box. 
Some  of  them  were  open,  and  contained  the  fke- 
letons  of  many  young  children  tied  up  in  bafkets; 
the  fmaller  bones  of  adults  were  likewife  noticed, 
but  no  one  of  the  limb  bones  could  here  be  found, 
which  gave  rife  to  an  opinion  that  thefe,  by  the 
living  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  were 
appropriated  to  ufeful  purpofes,  fuch  as  pointing 
their  arrows,  fpears,  or  other  weapons.  The  fur- 
rounding  country,  for  feveral  miles  in  moft  points 
of  view,  prefented  a  delightful  profpecl,  confiffc- 
ing  chiefly  of  fpacious  meadows,  elegantly  adorn- 
ed with  clumps  of  trees  ;  amongft  which  the  oak 
bore  a  very  considerable  proportion,  in  fize  from 
four  to  fix  feet  in  circumference.   In  thefe  beau- 
tiful paftures,  bordering  on  an  expanfive  fheet  of 
water,  the  deer  were  feen  playing  about  in  great 
numbers.    Nature  had  here  provided  the  well- 
ftocked  park,  and  wanted  only  the  affiftance  of 
art  to  conftitute  that  defirable  afiembla^e  of  fur- 
face,  which  is  fo  much  fought  in  &thcv  countries, 
and  only  to  be  acquired  by  an  immoderate  ex- 
pence  in  manual  labour.    The  foil  principally 
confifted  of  a  rich,  black  vegetable  mould,  lying 
On  a  fandy  or  clayey  fubftratum ;  the  grafs,  of 
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an  excellent  quality,  grew  to  the  height  of  three 
feet,  and  the  ferns,  which,  in  the  fandy  foils,  oc- 
cupied the  clear  fpots,  were  nearly  twice  as  high, 
The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  this  branch  of  the 
fea  is,  according  to  Mr.  Whidbey's  reprefentation, 
the  fineft  we  had  yet  met  with,  notwithftanding 
the  very  plealing  appearance  of  many  others  ;  its 
natural  productions  were  luxuriant  in  the  higheft 
degree,  and  it  was,  by  no  means,  ill  fupplied  with 
ftreams  of  frelli  water.  The  number  of  its  inha- 
bitants he  eftimated  at  about  fix  hundred,  which 
I  fhould  fuppofe  would  exceed  the  total  of  all  the 
natives  we  had  before  feen  ;  the  other  parts  of  the 
ibund  did  not  appear,  by  any  means,  fo  populous, 
as  we  had  been  vifited  by  one  fmall  canoe  only, 
in  which  were  five  of  the  natives,  who  civilly  fur- 
nifhed  us  with  fomc  fmall  fifh.  The  character 
and  appearance  of  their  feveral  tribes  here  feen 
did  not  feem  to  differ  in  any  material  relped: 
from  each  other,  or  from  thole  we  have  already 
had  occafion  to  mention. 

A  fortnight  had  now  been  dedicated  to  the  ex- 
amination of  this  inlet;  which  I  have  diftinguifhed 
by  the  name  of  Admiralty  Inlet:  we  had 
Hill  to  return  about  forty  miles  through  this  te- 
dious inland  navigation,  before  we  could  arrive  on 
a  new  field  of  enquiry.  The  broken  appearance 
of  the  region  before  us,  and  the  difficulties  we 
;  had  already  encountered  in  tracing  its  various 
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fhores,  inconteftibly  proved,  that  the  obje6l  of 
our  voyage  could  alone  be  accomplifhed  by  very 
flow  degrees.  Perfectly  fatisfied  with  the  ardu- 
oufnefs  of  the  tafk  in  which  we  were  engaged, 
and  the  progrefs  we  were  likely  to  make,  I  be* 
came  anxioufly  folicitous  to  move  the  inftant  an 
opportunity  fhould  ferve.  The  two  following  days 
were  however  unfavorable  to  that  purpofe,  and  af- 
ter the  great  fatigue  our  people  had  lately  under- 
gone, were  well  appropriated  to  holidays.  Sunday, 
the  3d,  all  hands  were  employed  in  fifhing  with 
tolerably  good  fuccefs,  or  in  taking  a  little  recrea- 
tion on  fhore ;  and  on  Monday,  the  4th,  they 
were  ferved  as  good  a  dinner  as  we  were  able 
to  provide  them,  with  double  allowance  of  grog 
to  drink  the  King's  health,  it  being  the  anniver- 
fary  of  His  Majefty's  birth  ;  on  which  aufpicious 
day,  I  had  long  fmce  defigned  to  take  formal  pof- 
feffion  of  all  the  countries  we  had  lately  been 
employed  in  exploring,  in  the  name  of,  and  for 
His  Britannic  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs. 

To  execute  this  purpofe,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
J^roughton  and  fome  of  the  officers,  I  went  on 
fhore  about  one  o'clock,  purfuing  the  ufual  for- 
malities which  are  generally  obferved  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  and  under  the  discharge  of  a  royal  falute 
from  the  veflels,  took  poffeffion  accordingly  of 
the  coafr,  from  that  part  of  New  Albion,  in  the 
latitude  of  3Q°2o' north,  and  loneitude  236°  2f>' 
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eaft,  to  the  entrance  of  this  inlet  of  the  lea,  faid 
to  be  the  fuppofed  {traits  of  Juan  de  Fuca ;  as 
likewife  all  the  coaft  iflands,  &c.  within  the  faid 
ftraits,  as  well  on  the  northern  as  on  the  fouthern 
fhores ;  together  with  thofe  fituated  in  the  inte- 
rior fea  we  had  difcovered,  extending  from  the 
faid  ftraits,  in  various  directions,  between  the 
north- weft,  north,  eaft,  and  fouthern  quarters  ; 
which  interior  fea  I  have  honored  with  the  name 
of  The  Gulf  of  Georgia,  and  the  conti- 
nent binding  the  faid  gulf,  and  extending  fouth- 
ward  to  the  45  th  degree  of  north  latitude,  with 
that  of  New  Georgia,  in  honor  of  His  prefent 
Majefty.  This  branch  of  Admiralty  inlet  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Possession  Sound  ;  its 
weftern  arm,  after  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Alan  Gard- 
ner, I  diftinguifh  by  the  name  of  Port  Gard- 
ner, and  its  fmaller  eaftern  one  by  that  of  Port 
Susan. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Quit  Admiralty  Inlet  and  proceed  to  the  Northward 
.  — Anchor  in  Birch  Bay — Profecute  the  Survey 
in  the  Boats — Meet  two  Spanifn  Vejjels — Agro- 
nomical and  nautical  Observations. 

A  LIGHT  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  N. 
-Z.~"jEL  W.  about  feven  in  the  morning  of  Tues- 
day the  5th  of  June,  we  failed  down  Pofleflion 
found.  This  wind  brought  with  it,  as  ufual,  fe- 
rene  and  pleafant  weather.  Whilft  we  were 
paffing  gently  on,  the  chief,  wrho  had  fhewn  fb 
much  friendly  attention  to  Mr.  Whidbey  and  his 
party,  with  feveral  of  his  friends  came  on  board, 
and  prefented  us  with  fome  fruit  and  dried  fifh. 
He  entered  the  fhip  with  fome  relu&ance,  but 
was  no  fooner  on  deck  than  he  feemed  perfectly 
reconciled ;  and  with  much  inquifitive  earneft- 
nefs  regarded  the  {unrounding  objects,  the  novelty 
of  which  feemed  to  fill  his  mind  with  furprife 
and  admiration.  The  unaffected  hofpitable  at- 
tention he  had  Ihewn  our  people,  was  not  likely 
upon  this  occalion  to  be  forgotten.  After  he 
had  vifited  the  different  parts  of  the  fhip,  at 
which  he  cxpreflc^  the  greatefi  aftoniihment,  I 

prefented 
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prefented  him  and  his  friends  with  an  affortment 
of  fuch  things  as  they  efteemed  to  be  moft  valu- 
able ;  and  then  they  took  their  leave,  feemingly 
highly  pleafed  with  their  reception. 

The  N.  W.  wind  was  unfavorable  after  we 
were  clear  of  Poffeffion  found,  and  obliged  us  to 
work  to  windward,  which  difcovered  to  us  a  fhoal 
lying  in  a  bay,  juft  to  the  weftward  of  the  north 
point  of  entrance  into  the  found,  a  little  diflance 
from  the  ihore.  It  (hews  itfelf  above  water,  and 
is  difcoverable  by  the  foundings  gradually  de- 
creafmg  to  ten,  feven,  and  five  fathoms,  and 
cannot  be  confidered  as  any  material  impedi- 
ment to  the  navigation  of  the  bay.  As  the  ebb- 
tide was  greatly  in  our  favour,  I  did  not  wrait  to 
examine  it  further,  but  continued  plying  to  wind- 
ward until  midnight,  when  being  unable  to  gain 
any  ground  againft  the  ftrength  of  the  flood,  we 
anchored  in  22  fathoms  w^ater  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  weftern  fhore  of  Admiralty  inlet,  and 
about  half  way  between  Oak  cove  and  Marrow- 
ftone  point ;  the  Chatham  having  anchored  be- 
fore us  fome  diflance  aftern. 

The  ebb  again  returned  at  the  rate  of  about 
three  miles  per  hour  ;  but  as  it  wras  calm  we  did 
not  move  until  the  N.  W.  wind  fet  in  about  fe- 
ven  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  Oth,  wrhen 
w  e  worked  out  of  the  inlet. 

Having  reached  its  entrance,  we  were  met  by 
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feveral  canoes  from  the  weft  ward.  Some  of  the 
headmoft,  when  they  had  advanced  near  to  the 
fhip  made  figns  of  peace,  and  came  alongfide, 
giving  us  to  underftand  that  their  friends  behind 
wifhcd  to  do  the  fame,  and  requefted  we  would 
fhortcn  fail  for  that  purpofe.  They  feemed  very 
folicitous  to  diffuade  us  from  proceeding  to  the 
northward  by  very  vociferous  and  vehement  ar- 
guments ;  but  as  their  language  was  completely 
unintelligible,  and  their  wifhes  not  appertaining 
to  the  object  of  our  purfuit,  fo  far  as  we  were 
enabled  to  comprehend  their  meaning,  we  treated 
their  advice  with  perfect  indifference,  on  which 
they  departed,  joined  the  reft  of  their  country- 
men, and  proceeded  up  Admiralty  inlet,  whofe 
north  point,  called  by  me  Point  Partridge, 
is  fituatedin  latitude  48°  l6',  longitude  237°  31', 
and  is  formed  by  a  high  white  fandy  cliff,  hav- 
ing one  of  the  verdant  lawns  on  either  fide  of  it. 
Paffing  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile  from  this 
point  we  very  fuddenly  came  on  a  fmall  fpace  of 
ten  fathom  water,  but  immediately  again  in- 
creafcd  our  depth  to  20  and  30  fathoms.  After 
advancing  a  few  miles  along;  the  eaftern  fhore 
of  the  suit,  we  found  no  eifcdl  either  from  the 
ebb  or  flood  tide,  and  the  wind  being  light  and 
variable  from  the  northward,  at  three  in  the  af- 
ternoon we  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  20  fathoms 
water,  fandy  bottom. 

Ia 
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In  this  fituation  New  Dungencfs  bore  by  com- 
pafs  S.  54  W.  ;  the  eaft  point  of  Protection  iiland 
S.  15  W.  ;  the  weft  point  of  Admiralty  inlet, 
which  after  my  much  efteemed  friend  Captain 
George  Wilfon  of  the  navy,  I  diftinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  Point  Wilson,  S.  35  E.  fituated 
in  latitude  48°  107,  longitude  23/°  31';  the 
neareft  .Ihore  eaft,  two  leagues  difcant  ;  a  low 
fandy  ifland,  forming  at  its  weft  end  a  low  cliff, 
above  which  fome  dwarf  trees  are  produced  from 
N.  26  W.  to  N.  40  W.  ;  and  the  propofed  fita- 
tion  for  the  veffels  during  the  examination  of  the 
continental  fhore  by  the  boats,  which,  from  Mr. 
Broughton  who  had  vifited  it,  obtained  the  name 
of  Strawberry  Bay,  N.  11  W.  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  fix  leagues,  fituated  in  a  region 
apparently  much  broken  and  divided  by  w7ater. 
Here  we  remained  until  feven  in  fhe  evening  ; 
we  then  weighed,  but  with  fo  little  wind,  that 
after  having  drifted  to  the  fouthward  of  our  for- 
mer ftation,  We  were  obliged  again  to  anchor 
until  fix  the  next  morning,  Thurfday  the  /th, 
when  we  made  art  attempt  to  proceed,  but  were 
foon  again  compelled  to  become  ftationary  near 
our  luft  fituation. 

On  reflecting  that  the  furnmer  was  now  faft 
advancing,  and  that  the  How  progrcis  of  the  vef- 
fels occafioned  too  much  delay,  I  determined, 
rather  than  lofe  the  advantages  which  the  pre- 
vailing 
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vailing  favorable  weather  now  afforded  for  boat 
expeditions,  to  difpatch  Mr.  Puget  in  the  launch, 
and  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  cutter,  with  a  week's 
proviiions,  in  order  that  the  fhores  fhould  be  im- 
mediately explored  to  the  next  intended  ftation 
of  the  veffels,  whither  they  would  proceed  as 
foon  as  circumftances  would  allow.  In  this  ar- 
rangement I  was  well  aware,  it  could  not  be  con- 
fidered  judicious  to  part  with  our  launch,  whilft 
the  fhip  remained  in  a  traniitory  unfixed  ftate  in 
this  unknown  and  dangerous  navigation  ;  yet  ftie 
was  fo  effentially  necellary  to  the  protection  of 
our  detached  parties,  that  I  refolved  to  encoun- 
ter fome  few  difficulties  on  board,  rather  than 
fuffer  the  delay,  or  lofe  fo  valuable  an  opportu- 
nity for  the  profecution  of  the  furvey.  In  direct- 
ing this,  orders  were  given  not  to  examine  any 
openings  to  the  northward,  beyond  Strawberry 
bay,  but  to  determine  the  boundaries  of  the  con- 
tinental fhore  leading  to  the  north  and  eaftward, 
as  far  as  might  be  practicable  to  its  parallel,  whi- 
ther they  were  to  re  fort  after  performing  the  tafk 
affigned.  On  this  fervicc  they  departed,  and  di- 
rected their  courfe  for  the  firft  opening  on  the 
eaftern  fhore  about  3  or  4  leagues  diftant,  bearing 
by  compafs  from  the  ihip  N.  by  E. 

Having  repaired  to  the  low  fandy  ifland  al- 
ready noticed,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  fome 
angles,  I  found  fome  rocks  lying  on  its  weftern 
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iide  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  its  faores; 
and  that  the  eaftern  part  of  it  was  formed  by  a 
very  narrow  low  fpit  of  land,  over  which  the  tide 
nearly  flowed.  Its  fituation  is  in  latitude  48°  24', 
longitude  23/°  2QV.  Amongft  the  various  hear- 
ings that  it  became  neceffary  to  take  here,  were 
thofe  of  the  two  remarkably  high  fnowy  moun- 
tains fo  frequently  mentioned.  Mount  Baker 
bore  N.  63  E.  ;  mount  Rainier  S.  2/  E. ;  and 
from  a  variety  of  obfervations  purpofely  made  for 
fixing  their  refpc&ive  fituations,  it  appeared  that 
mount  Baker  was  in  latitude  43°  3(f,  longitude 
238°  20\  and  mount  Rainier  in  latitude  4/°  37, 
longitude  22  8°  21 ' .  To  the  fouthward  of  thefe 
were  now  feen  two  other  very  lofty,  round,, 
fnowy  mountains,  lying  apparently  in  the  fame 
north  and  fouth  direction,  or  nearly  fo ;  but  we 
were  unable  to  afcertain  their  pofitive  fituation. 
Tlic  fummits  of  thefe  were  vifible  only  at  two  or 
three  Hations  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Admiralty 
inlet;  they  appeared  to  be  covered  wTith  perpetual 
fnow  as  low  down  as  w7e  were  enabled  to  fee, 
and  feemed  as  if  they  rofe  from  an  extenfive  plain 
of  low  country. 

When  due  attention  is  paid  to  the  range  of 
fnowy  mountains  that  ftretch  to  the  fouthward 
from  the  bafe  of  mount  Rainier,  a  probability 
arifes  of  the  fame  chain  being  continued,  fo  as  to 
connect  the  whole  in  one  barrier  along  the  coail, 

at 
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at  uncertain  diftances  from  its  Chores ;  although 
intervals  may  exiffc  in  the  ridge  where  the  moun- 
tains may  not  be  fufficiently  elevated  to  have 
been  difcernible  from  our  feveral  ftations.  The 
like  effedl  is  produced  by  the  two  former  moun- 
tains, whofe  immenfe  height  permitted  their  ap- 
pearing very  confpicuoufly,  long  before  we  ap- 
proached fufficiently  near  to  diftinguifh  the  in- 
termediate range  of  rugged  mountains  that  con- 
nect them,  and  from  whofe  fummits  their  bafes 
originate. 

About  fix  in  the  evening,  with  a  light  breeze 
from  the  S.  W.  we  weighed  and  ftood  to  the 
northward ;  but  after  having  advanced  about  1 1 
miles,  the  wind  became  light  and  obliged  us  to 
anchor  about  nine  that  evening,  in  37  fathoms 
water,  hard  bottom,  in  fome  places  rocky ;  in 
this  fituation  we  were  detained  by  calms  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  Friday  the 
8th.  Our  obferved  latitude  here,  was  48°  2Q', 
longitude  237°  2Q*t  the  country,  occupying  the 
northern  horizon  in  all  directions,  appeared  to 
be  exceffively  broken,  and  infulated.  Straw- 
berry bay  bore,  by  compafs,  N.  loW.  about  three 
leagues  diftant  ;  the  opening  on  the  continental 
fliore,  the  firft  objed;  for  the  examination  of  the 
detached  party,  with  fome  fmall  rocky  iflets  be- 
fore its  entrance  that  appeared  very  narrow,  bore, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  five  miles,  S.  8/  E. ;  point 
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Partridge  S.  21  E.  ;  the  low-Tandy  hland  fouth  ; 
the  fouth  part  of  the  wefternmoft  fhore,  which 
is  compofed  of  illands  and  rocks,  S.  37  W.  about 
two  miles  difiant ;  the  neareft  fhore  was  within 
about  a  mile;  a  very  dangerous  fiinken  rock,  vi- 
fible  only  at  low  tide,,  lies  off  from  a  low  rocky 
point  on  this  fhore,  bearing  N.  79W.  ;  and  a 
very  unfafe  clutter  of  fmall  rocks,  fome  con- 
ftantly,  and  others  vifible  only  near  low  water, 
bore  N.  15  W.  about  two  miles  and  a  half  dif- 
tant. 

This  country  prefented  a  very  different  afpedt 
from  that  which  we  had  been  accuftomed  to  be- 
hold further  fouth.  The  fhores  now  before  us- 
were  compofed  of  fteep  rugged  rocks,  whofe  fur- 
face  varied  exceedingly  in  refpedl  to  height,  and 
exhibited  little  more  than  the  barren  rock,  which 
in  fome  places  produced  a  little  herbage  of  a  dull 
colour,  with  a  few  dwarf  trees. 

With  a  tolerably  good  breeze  from  the  north, 
we  weighed  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  and 
with  a  flood  tide,  turned  up  into  Strawberry  bay, 
where,-  in  about  three  hours,  we  anchored  in  16 
fathoms,  fine  fandy  bottom.  This  ba^  is  fituated 
on  the  weft  fide  of  an  ifland,  which,  producing 
an  abundance  of  upright  cyprefs,  obtained  the 
name  of  Cypress  Island,  The  bay  is  of  fmall 
extent,  and  not  very  deep ;  its  fouth  point  bore 
by  compafs  S.  40  E.  ;    a  {mill  iflet,  forming 
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nearly  the  north  point  of  the  bay,  round  which 
is  a  clear  good  paflage  weft ;  and  the  bottom  of 
the  bay  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile.  This  fituation,  though  very  com- 
modious, in  refped:  to  the  fhore,  is  greatly  ex- 
pofed  to  the  winds,  and  fea  in  a  S.  S.  E.  direc- 
tion. 

In  confequence  of  the  wind  ceafmg,  the  Chat- 
ham, whilft  endeavouring  to  gain  this  anchorage, ' 
wras,  by  a  ftrong  flood  tide,  driven  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  the  ifland,  where  Hie  was  compelled  to 
anchor.     The  next  morning,  Saturday  gth,  I 
received  from  Mr.  Broughton  a  letter  acquaint- 
ing me,  that,  having  been  obliged  to  anchor  on 
a  rocky  bottom,  on  account  of  the  ftrength  and 
irregularity  of  the  tide,  their  ftrcam  cable  had 
been  cut  through  by  the  rocks ;  and  that,  after 
feveral  attempts  to  recover  the  anchor,  the  rapi- 
dity of  the  tide  had  rendered  all  their  efforts  inef- 
fectual ;  and  he  wTas  very  apprehenfive  that,  re- 
maining longer  in  that  fituation,  for  the  purpofe 
of  repeating  his  endeavours,  might  endanger  he 
iofs  alfo  of  the  bower  anchor  by  which  they  were 
then  riding.    In  reply,  I  defired,  if  the  anchor 
could  not  be  regained  by  the.  next  flack  tide, 
that  they  would  defift,  rather  than  run  a  rifk  of 
ftill  greater  importance. 

A  fine  fandy  beach,  forming  the  fnores  of  the 
bay,  gave  us  the  hope  of  procuring  a  good  fupply 
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of  fifti,  as  the  Chatham,  on  her  former  vifit,  had 
been  very  fuccefsful,  we  were  however,  unfor- 
tunately miftaken ;  the  feine  was  repeatedly 
hauled,  but  to  no  efFecrL 

The  Chatham  arrived  in  the  bay  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  10th,  with  the  lofs  of  her  fbream 
anchor ;  and  in  the  afternoon  the  boats  returned 
from  their  furvey. 

From  the  officers,  I  became  acquainted,  that 
the  firft  inlet  communicated  with  port  Gardner, 
by  a  very  narrow  and  intricate  channel,  which, 
for  a  confiderable  diftance,  was,  not  forty  yards 
in  width,  and  abounded  with  rocks  above  and 
beneath  the  furface  of  the  water.  Thefe  impedi- 
ments, in  addition  to  the  great  rapidity  and  irre- 
gularity of  the  tide,  rendered  the  paffage  naviga- 
ble only  for  boats  or  veffels  of  very  fmall  burthen. 
This  determined  all  the  eaftern  iliore  of  the 
gulf,  from  S.  VV.  point  of  this  paffage,  in  la- 
titude 48°  27',  longitude  237°  Zf,  to  the  north 
point  of  entrance  into  Poffeffion  found,  in  lati- 
tude 47°  53',  longitude  23  7°  47',  to  be  an  iflandr 
which,  in  its  broadeft  part,  is  about  ten  miles 
acrofs  ;  and  in  confequence  of  Mr.  Whidbey's- 
circumnavigation,  I  diftinguiflied  it  by  the  name 
of  Wh  id  bey's  Island  :  and  this  northern  pafs, 
leading  into  port  Gardner,  Deception  Pas- 
sage. 

Hence  they  proceeded  to  the  examination  of 

the 
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the  continental  coaft  leading  to  the  northward, 
and  entered  what  appeared  to   be  a  fpacious 
found,  or  opening,  extending  widely  in  three  di- 
rections to  the  eaftward  of  our  prefent  ftation. 
One,  leading  to  the  fouthward,  and  another,  to 
the  eaftward,  they  examined,  and  found  them 
to  terminate  alike  in  deep  bays,  affording  good 
anchorage,  though  inconvenient  communication 
with  the  fhores ;  particularly  towards  the  head 
of  each  bay,  on  account  of  a  fhallowr  flat  of 
fand  or  mud,  which  met  them  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  the  land.    Having  fixed  the  boun- 
daries-of  the  continent  as  far  to  the  north  as  the 
latitude  of  this  ifland,  agreeably  to  their  direc- 
tions, they  returned,  leaving  unexplored  a  large 
opening  which  took  a  northern  direction,  as  alio 
the  fpace  that  appeared  to  be  the  main  arm  of 
the  gulf,  to  the  north-weftward,  where  the  ho- 
,  rizon  was  unbounded,  and  its  width  feemed  very 
confiderable.    The  country  they  had  feen  to  the 
north-ealt  of  Deception  pafiage,  is  much  divided 
'by  water,  and  bore  nearly  the  lame  fteril  appear- 
ance with  that  of  our  prefent  fituation  ;  except- 
ing near  the  heads  of  the  two  large  bays,  which 
they  had  examined  on  the  continental  fihore. 
There  the  land  was  of  a  moderate  height,  unoo 
cupied  by  rocky  precipices,  and  was  well  wooded 
with  timber.    In  the  courfe  of  this  expedition, 
Several  defcrted  villages  had  been  feen,  and  fome 
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of  the  natives  met  with,  who  differed  not,  in 
any  material  particular,  as  to  their  perfons,  nor 
in  their  civil  and  hofpifable  deportment,  from 
thofe  we  had  been  fo  happy,  on  former  occafions, 
to  call  our  friends. 

As  our  prefent  anchorage  was  much  expofed,and 
fupplied  us  with  no  fort  of  refrefhment,  except- 
ing a  few  fmall  Wild  onions  or  leeks,  1  determined, 
on  this  information,  to  proceed  with  the  veffels 
up  the  gulf,  to  the  N.  W.  in  queft  of  a  more 
commodious  fituation,  from  whence  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  might  be  difpatched,  to  complete  the  exa- 
mination of  the  arm  which  had  been  left  un- 
fmifhed,  and  another  party,  to  profecute  their  in- 
quiries to  the  N.  W.  or  in  fuch  other  dirc&ion 
as  the  gulf  might  take. 

With  a  light  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Monday  the  1 1th, 
we  quitted  this  flation,  and  palled  between  the 
fmall  ifland  and  the  north  point  of  the  bay  to 
the  north-weftward,  through  a  clufter  of  nume- 
rous iflands,  rocks,  and  rocky  iflets.  On  Mr. 
Broughton's  firft  vifit  hither,  he  found  a  great 
quantity  of  very  excellent  flrawberries,  which 
gave  it  the  name  of  Strawberry  bay  ;  but,  on 
our  arrival,  the  fruit  feafon  was  paffed.  The  bay 
affords  good  and  fecure  anchorage,  though  fome- 
what  expofed  ;  yet,  in  fair  v/eather,  w-ood  and 
water  way  be  eafily  procured.    The  ifland  of 
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Cyprcfs  is  principally  compofed  of  high  rocky 
mountains,  and  fteep  perpendicular  cliffs,  which, 
in  the  centre  of  Strawberry  bay,  fall  a  little  back, 
and  the  fpace  between  the  foot  of  the  mountains 
and  the  fea-fide  is  occupied  by  low  marfhy  land, 
through  which  are  feveral  fmall  runs  of  moft 
excellent  water,  that  find  their  way  into  the  bay 
by  oozing  through  the  beach.     It  is  fituated  in 
latitude  48°  SO^,  longitude  237°  34'.    The  va- 
riation of  the  compafs,  by  eighteen  fcts  of  azi- 
muths differing  from  18°  to  21°  taken  on  board, 
and  on  fhore,  fmce  our  departure  from  Admi- 
ralty inlet,  gave  the  mean  refult  of  1Q°  5/  eaft> 
wardly.    The  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide  was  incon- 
fiderable,  though  the  fiream  Avas  rapid  :  the  ebb 
came  from  the  eaft,  and  it  wTas  high  water  2h  tf 
after  the  moon  had  paffed  the  meridian. 

We  proceeded  firft  to  the  north-eaftvvard,  pa£- 
fmg  the  branch  of  the  gulf  that  had  been  partly 
examined,  and  then  direeled  our  courfe  to  the 
N.  W.  along  that  which  appeared  a  continua- 
tion of  the  continental  fliore,  formed  by  low 
fandy  cliffs,  rifmg  from  a  beach  of  fand  and 
ffones.  The  country  moderately  elevated,  ftretch- 
ed  a  considerable  diftance  from  the  N.  W.  round 
to  the  fouth-eaftward,  before  it  afcended  to  join 
the  range  of  rugged,  fnowy  mountains.  This 
connected  barrier,  from  the  bale  of  mount  Baker, 
■ftill  continued  very  lofty,  and  appeared  to  ex- 
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tend  in  a  dire&ion  leading  to  the  weftward  of 
north.  The  foundings  along  the  ftiore  were  re- 
gular, from  12  to  25  and  30  fathoms,  as  we  ap- 
proached, or  increafed  our  diftance  from,  the 
land,  which  feldom  exceeded  two  miles  :  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  gulf  to  the  fouth-  weft  ward, 
compofed  of  numerous  iflands,  was  at  the  dif- 
tance of  about  two  leagues.  As  the  day  ad- 
vanced, the  S.  E.  wind  gradually  died  away, 
and,  for  fome  hours,  we  remained  nearly  fta- 
tionary. 

In  the  evening,  a  light  breeze  favoring  the  plan 
I  had  in  contemplation,  we  fteered  for  a  bay  that 
prefented  itfelf,  where,  about  fix  o'clock,  we  an- 
chored ifi  fix  fathoms  water,  fandy  bottom,  half 
a  mile  from  the  fhore.  The  points  of  the  bay 
bore  by  compafs  S.  32  W.  and  N.  72  W. ;  the 
wefternmoft  part  of  that  which  we  confidered  to 
be  the  main  land  weft,  about  three  leagues  dif- 
tant ;  to  the  fouth  of  this  point  appeared  the 
principal  direction  of  the  gulf,  though  a  very 
confiderable  arm  feemed  to  branch  from  it  to 
the  north- caftward.  As  foon  as  the  fhip  was 
fecured,  I  went  in  a  boat  to  infped:  the  fhores 
of  the  bay,  and  found,  w  ith  little  trouble,  a  very 
convenient  fituation  for  our  fcveral  neceffary  du- 
ties on  fhorc ;  of  which  the  bufinefs  of  the  cb~ 
fervatory  was  my  chief  objed,  as  I  much  wifhed 
for  a  further  trial  of  the  rate  of  the  chronome- 
ters, 
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ters,  now  that  it  was  probable  we  fliould  remain 
at  reft  a  fufficient  time  to  make  the  requifite  ob- 
fervations  for  that  purpofe.  Mr.  Broughton  re- 
ceived my  directions  to  this  effedl,  as  alfo,  that 
the  \effels  fliould  be  removed,  the  next  morn- 
ing, about  a  mile  further  up  the  bay  to  the  N.  E. 
where  they  would  be  more  conveniently  fta- 
tioned  for  our  feveral  operations  on  ftiore  ;  and 
as  foon  as  the  bufmefs  of  the  obfervatory  fliould 
acquire  a  degree  of  forwardnefs,  Mr.  Whidbey, 
in  the  Difcovery's  cutter,  attended  by  the  Chat- 
ham's launch,  was  to  proceed  to  the  examina- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  coaft  unexplored  to  the 
S.  E.  ;  whilft  myfelf,  in  the  yawl,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Puget  in  the  launch,  directed  our  re- 
fearches  up  the  main  inlet  of  the  gulf. 

Matters  thus  arranged,  with  a  week's  provi- 
fion  in  each  boat,  I  departed  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  Tuefday  the  1 2th.  The  moft  northerly 
branch,  though  attracting  our  firft  attention, 
caufed  little  delay ;  it  foon  terminated  in  two 
open  bays ;  the  fouthernmoft,  which  is  the 
fmalleft,  has  two  fmall  rocks  lying  off  its  fouth 
point ;  it  extends  in  a  circular  form  to  the  eafi- 
wTard,  with  a  fhoal  of  fand  projecting  fome  dis- 
tance from  its  fhores.  This  bay  affords  good 
anchorage  from  feven  to  ten  fathoms  water  :  the 
other  is  much  larger,  and  extends  to  the  north- 
ward ;  thele,  by  noon,  we  had  paflfed  round,  but 
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the  fhoals  attached  to  the  fhores  of  each,  and 
particularly  to  thofe  of  the  latter,  prevented  our 
reaching  within  four  or  five  miles  of  their  heads. 
The  point  conflicting  the  weft  extremity  of 
thefe  bays,  is  that  which  was  feen  from  the  fhip, 
and  coniidered  as  the  wTeftern  part  of  the  main 
land,  of  which  it  is  a  fmall  portion,  much  ele- 
vated at  the  fouth  extremity  of  a  very  low  nar- 
row pcninfula  ;  its  higheft  part  is  to  the  S.,  E. 
formed  by  high  white  fand  cliffs  falling  perpen- 
dicularly into  the  fea ;  from  whence  a  fhoal  ex- 
tends to  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile  round  it, 
joining  thofe  of  the  larger  bay ;  whilft  its  fouth- 
weft  extremity,  not  more  than  a  mile  in  an  eaft 
and  w7eft  direction  from  the  former,  is  one  of 
thofe  low  projecting  fandy  points,  with  ten  to 
feven  fathoms  wTater,  within  a  few7  yards  of  it. 
From  this  point,  fituated  in  latitude  48°  5/\ 
longitude  23/°  20',  (which  I  diftinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  Point  Roberts,  after  my  efteem- 
ed  friend  and  predeceflbr  in  the  Difcovery)  the 
coafl  takes  a  direction  N.  28  W.  and  prefented 
a  tafk  of  examination  to  which  we  conceived 
our  equipment  very  unequal.    That  which,  from 
hence,  appeared  the  northern  extreme  of  the 
continental  fhorc,  was  a  low  bluff  point,  that 
feemed  to  form  the  fouthern  entrance  into  an 
extenfive  found,  bearing  N.  25  W.  with  broken 
land  ftretchins:  about  5°  farther  to  the  weft  ward; 
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Between  this  dire&ion  and  N.  7Q  W.  the  hori- 
zon feemed  uninterrupted,  excepting  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  fmall  though  very  high  round 
ifland,  lying  N.  52  W.  apparently  at  the  diftance 
of  many  leagues.  Having  thus  early  examined 
and  fixed  the  continental  fhore  to  the  furtheft 
point  feen  from  the  fhip,  I  determined  to  profe- 
cute  our  inquiries  to  the  utmoft  limits  that  care 
and  frugality  could  extend  our  fupplies  ;  and, 
having  taken  the  neceflary  angles,  we  proceeded, 
hut  foon  found  our  progress  along  the  eaftern  or 
continental  fhore  materially  impeded  by  a  fhoal 
that  extends  from  point  Roberts  N.  80  W.  feven 
or  eight  miles,  then  ftrctches  N.  35  W.  about 
five  or  fix  miles  further,  where  it  takes  a  north- 
erly dire  ft  ion  towards  the  above  low  bluff  point. 
Along  the  edge  of  this  bank  we  had  foundings 
from  ten  to  one  fathom,  as  we  increafed  or  do 
creafed  our  diftance  from  the  eaftern  fhore ;  to 
approach  which  all  our  endeavours  were  exerted 
to  no  purpofe,  until  nine  in  the  evening,  when 
the  flioal  having  forced  us  nearly  into  the  middle 
of  the  gulf,  we  flood  over  to  its  weftern  fide,  in 
order  to  land  for  the  night,  and  to  cook  our 
provifions  for  the  enfuing  day,  which  being  al- 
ways performed  by  thofe  on  watch  during  the 
night,  prevented  any  delay  on  that  account,  in 
the  day  time.  As  we  flood  to  the  weftward, 
our  depth  foon  increafed  to  15  fathoms,  after 

which 
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which  we  gained  no  bottom  until  we  reached 
the  weftern  fhore  of  the  gulf,  where,  on  our  ar- 
rival about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  we  were  enabled  to  land 
on  the  fteep  rugged  rocks  that  compofe  the 
coaft,  for  the  purpofe  of  cooking  only,  and  were 
compelled,  by  this  unfavorable  circumftance,  to 
remain  and  fleep  in  the  boats. 

At  five  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  1 3th, 
we  again  directed  our  courfe  to  the  eaftern  fhore, 
and  landed  about  noon,  on  the  above-mentioned 
low  bluff  point.  This,  as  was  fufpe&ed,  formed 
the  fouth  point  of  a  very  extenfive  found,  with 
a  fmall  arm  leading  to  the  eaftward  :  the  fpace, 
which  feemed  to  be  its  main  direction,  and  ap- 
peared very  extenfive,  took  a  northerly  courfe. 
The  obferved  latitude  here  was  4Q°  ]  (/,  longi- 
tude 237°  6',  making  this  point  (which,  in  com- 
pliment to  my  friend  Captain  George  Grey  of 
the  navy,  wras  called  Point  Grey)  feven  leagues 
from  point  Roberts.  The  intermediate  fpace  is 
occupied  by  very  low  land,  apparently  a  fwampy 
fiat,  that  retires  feveral  miles,  before  the  country 
rifes  to  meet  the  rugged  fnowy  mountains,  which 
we  found  ftill  continuing  in  a  direction  nearly 
along  the  coaft.  This  low  flat  being  very  much 
inundated,  and  extending  behind  point  Roberts, 
to  join  the  low  land  in  the  bay  to  the  eaftward 
of  that  point ;  gives  its  high  land,  when  feen  at 
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HOUND  THE  WORLD.  3  89 

a  diftance,  the  appearance  of  an  ifland :  this, 
however,  is  not  the  cafe,  notwithftanding  there 
are  two  openings  between  this  point  and  point 
Grey.  Thefe  can  only  be  navigable  for  canoes, 
as  the  fhoal  continues  along  the  coaft  to  the  dif- 
tance  of  feven  or  eight  miles  from  the  fhore,  on 
which  were  lodged,  and  efpecially  before  thele 
openings,  logs  of  wood,  and  flumps  of  trees  in- 
numerable. 

From  point  Grey  we  proceeded  firft  up  the 
eaftern  branch  of  the  found,  where,  about  a 
league  within  its  entrance,  we  palled  to  the 
northward  of  an  ifland  which  nearlv  terminated 
its  extent,  forming  a  paflage  from  ten  to  feven 
fathoms  deep,  not  more  than  a  cable's  length  in 
width.  This  ifland  lying  exaclly  acrofs  the 
channel,  appeared  to  form  a  fimilar  paiTage  to 
the  fouth  of  it,  with  a  fmaller  ifland  lying  be- 
fore it.  From  thefe  iflands,  the  channel,  in 
width  about  half  a  mile,  continued  its  di  red  ion 
about  eaft.  Here  we  were  met  by  about  fifty 
Indians,  in  their  canoes,  who  conducted  them- 
felves  with  the  greateil  decorum  and  civility, 
prefenting  us  with  feveral  fifh  cooked,  and  un- 
dreffed,  of  the  fort  already  mentioned  as  refem- 
bling  the  fmelt.  Thefe  good  people,  finding  we 
were  inclined  to  make  feme  return  for  their  hos- 
pitality, fhewed  much  underftanding  in  prefer- 
ring iron  to  copper. 

For 
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For  the  fake  of  the  company  of  our  new- 
friends,  we  ftocd  on  under  an  eafy  fail,  which 
encouraged  them  to  attend  us  feme  little  diftance 
up  the  arm.   The  major  part  of  the  canoes  twice 
paddled  forward,  afiembled  before  us,  and  each 
time  a  conference  was  held.    Our  vifit  and  ap- 
pearance were  moft  likely  the  obje&s  of  their 
confiiltation,  as  our  motions  on  thefe  occafions 
feemed  to  engage  the  whole  of  their  attention* 
The  fuhjed:  matter,  which  remained  a  profound 
fecret  to  us,  did  not  appear  of  an  unfriendly  na- 
ture to  us,  as  they  foon  returned,  and,  if  pof- 
fible,  expreiTed  additional  cordiality  and  refped:. 
This  fort  of  conduit  always  creates  a  degree  of 
fufpicion,  and  fhouid  ever  be  regarded  with  a 
wratchful  eye.    In  our  fhort  intercourfe  with  the 
people  of  this  country,  we  have  generally  found 
thefe  confutations  take  place,   whether  their 
numbers  were  great  or  fmall ;  and  though  I  have 
ever  confidered  it  prudent  to  be  eautioufly  at- 
tentive on  fuch  occafions,   they  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  confidered  as  indicating  at  all  times 
a  pofitive  intention  of  concerting  hoftile  mea- 
fures ;  having  witnefled  many  of  thefe  confe- 
rences, without  our  experiencing  afterwards  any 
alteration  in  their  friendly  difpofition.    This  was 
now  the  cafe  with  our  numerous  attendants,  who 
gradually  difperfed  as  we  advanced  from  the  fia- 
tion  where  w  e  had  firft  met  them,  and  three,  or 

four 
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four  canoes  only  accompanied  us  up  a  naviga- 
tion  which,  in  fome  places,  does  not  exceed  an 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  width. 

We  landed  for  the  night  about  half  a  league 
from  the  head  of  the  inlet,  and  about  three 
leagues  from  its  entrance.  Our  Indian  vifitors 
remained  with  us  until  by  figns  we  gave  them 
to  understand  we  were  going  to  reft,  and  after 
receiving  fome  acceptable  articles,  they  retir- 
ed, and  by  means  of  the  fame  language,  pro- 
mifed  an  abundant  fupply  of  fifh  the  next  day ; 
our  leine  having  been  tried  in  their  prefence 
with  very  little  fuccefs.  A  great  dcfire  was  ma- 
nifefted  by  thefe  people  to  imitate  our  addons, 
efpecially  in  the  firing  of  a  muiket,  which  one  of 
them  performed,  though  with  much  fear  and 
trembling.  They  minutely  attended  to  all  our 
tranfa&ions,  and  examined  the  color  of  our  Ik  ins 
with  infinite  curiofity.  In  other  refpe6is  they 
differed  little  from  the  generality  of  the  natives 
we  had  feen  :  they  poffefied  no  European  com- 
modities, or  trinkets,  excepting  fome  rude  orna- 
ments apparently  made  from  iheet  copper ;  this 
circumftance,  and  the  general  tenor  of  their  be- 
haviour, gave  us  reafon  to  conclude  that  We  were 
the  firft  people  from  a  civilized  country  they  had 
yet  feen.  Nor  did  it  appear  that  they  were 
nearly  connected,  or  had  much  intercourfe  with 

other 
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other  Indians,  w  ho  traded  with  the  European  of 
American  adventurers. 

The  fhores  in  this  fituation  were  formed  by 
fteep  rocky  cliffs,  that  afforded  no  convenient 
fpace  for  pitching  our  tent,  which  compelled  us 
to  fleep  in  the  boats.  Some  of  the  young  gen- 
tlemen, however,  preferring  the  ftony  beach  for 
their  couch,  without  duly  confidering  the  line 
of  high  water  mark,  found  themfeb  es  incom- 
moded by  the  flood  tide,  of  which  they  were 
not  apprized  until  they  wrere  nearly  afloat ;  and 
one  of  them  flept  fo  found,  that  I  believe  he 
might  have  been  conveyed  to  fome  diffcance,  had 
he  not  been  awakened  by  his  companions. 

Perfectly  fatisfied  with  our  refearches  in  this 
branch  of  the  found,  at  four  in  the  morning  of 
Thurfday  the  14th,  we  retraced  our  paffage  in  ; 
leaving  on  the  northern  fhore,  a  fmall  opening 
extending  to  the  northward,  with  two  little  iflets 
before  it  of  little  importance,  whilft  we  had  a 
grander  obje6l  in  contemplation  ;  and  more  par- 
ticularly lb,  as  this  arm  or  channel  could  not  be 
deemed  navigable  for  fhipping.  The  tide  caufed 
no  ftream  ;  the  colour  of  its  wTater,  after  we  had 
palFed  the  illand  the  day  before,  wras  green  and 
perfectly  clear,  whereas  that  in  the  main  branch 
of  the  found,  extending  nearly  half  over  the 
gulf,  and  accompanied  by  a  rapid  tide,  was  nearly 
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colourlefs,  which  gave  us  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  the  northern  branch  of  the  found  might 
poffibly  be  difcovered  to  terminate  in  a  river  of 
considerable  extent. 

As  we  paffed  the  fituation  from  whence.the  In- 
dians had  firffc  vifited  us  the  preceding  day,  which 
is  a  fmall  border  of  low  marflhy  land  on  the 
northern  fhore,  interfered  by  feveral  creeks  of 
frelh  water,  we  were  in  expectation  of  their  com- 
pany, but  were  difappointed,  owing  to  our  tra- 
velling fo  foon  in  the  morning.  Moft  of  theif 
canoes  were  hauled  up  into  the  creeks,  and  two 
or  three  only  of  the  natives  were  feen  ftraggling 
about  on  the  beach.  None  of  their  habitations 
could  be  difcovered,  whence  we  concluded  that 
their  village  was  within  the  foreft.  Two  canoes 
came  off  as  we  paffed  the  ifland,  but  our  boats 
being  under  fail,  with  a  frefh  favorable  breeze,  I 
was  not  inclined  to  halt,  and  they  almoft  imme- 
diately returned. 

The  fhores  of  this  channel,  which,  after  Sir 
Harry  Burrard  of  the  navy,  I  have  diftinguifhed 
by  the  name  of  Burrard's  Channel,  may  be 
confidered,  on  the  fouthern  fide,  of  a  moderate 
height,  and  though  rocky,  well  covered  writh 
trees  of  large  growth,  principally  of  the  pine 
tribe.  On  the  northern  fide,  the  rugged  fnowy 
barrier,  whofe  bafe  we  had  now  nearly  approach- 
ed, rofe  very  abruptly,  and  was  only  protected 
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from  the  Ivafh  of  the  fea  by  a  very  narrow  bor- 
der of  low  land.  By  feven  o'clock  we  had 
reached  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  channel,  which 
forms  alfo  the  fouth  point  of  the  main  branch 
of  the  found :  this  alfo,  after  another  particular 
friend,  I  called  Point  Atkinson,  fituated  north 
from  point  Grey,  about  a  league  diftant.  Here 
the  oppofitc  point  of  the  entrance  into  the  found 
bore  by  compafs  weft/ at  the  diftance  of  about 
three  miles ;  and  nearly  in  the  centre  between 
thefe  two  points,  is  a  low  rocky  ifland  producing 
fome  trees,  to  which  the  name  of  Passage 
Island  was  given.  We  palfed  in  an  uninter- 
rupted channel  to  the  eaft  of  it,  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  equally  good  one  on  the  other 
fide. 

Quitting  point  Atkinfon,  and  proceeding  up 
the  found,  we  palfed  on  the  weftern  fhore  fome 
detached  rocks,  with  fome  funken  ones  amongft 
them,  that  extend  about  two  miles,  but  are  not 
fo  far  from  the  Ihore  as  to  impede  the  navigation 
oi  the  found ;  up  which  we  made  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs,  by  the  affiftance  of  a  frefh  foutherly  gale, 
attended  with  dark  gloomy  weather,  that  greatly 
added  to  the  dreary  profpedl  of  the  furrounding 
country.  The  low  fertile  fliores  we  had  been 
accuftomed  to  fee,  though  lately  with  fome  in- 
terruption, here  no  longer  exifted;  their  place 
was  now  occupied  by  the  bafe  of  the  ftupendous 
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fnowy  barrier,  thinly  wooded,  and  riling  from 
the  fea  abruptly  to  the  clouds  ;  from  whofe  frigid 
fummit,  the  diffolving  fnow  in  foaming  torrents 
rufhed  down  the  fides  and  chafms  of  its  rugged 
furface,  exhibiting  altogether  a  fublime,  though 
gloomy  fpe&acle,  which  animated  nature  feemed 
to  have  tleferted.  Not  a  bird,  nor  living  crea- 
ture was  to  be  feen,  and  the  roaring  of  the  fall- 
ing cataracts  in  every  direction  precluded  their 
being  heard,  had  any  been  in  our  neighbourhood. 
Towards  noon  I  confidered  that  we  had  ad- 
vanced fome  miles  within  the  weftern  boundary 
*of  the  fnowy  barrier,  as  fome  of  its  rugged  lofty 
mountains  were  now  behind,  and  to  the  fouth- 
wrard  of  us.  This  filled  my  mind  with  the  pleaf- 
ing  hopes  of  finding  our  way  to  its  eaftern  fide. 
The  fun  filming  at  this  time  for  a  few  minutes 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  afcertaining  the  lati- 
tude of  the  eaft  point  of  an  ifland  which,  from 
the  fhape  of  the  mountain  that  compofes  it,  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Anvil  Island,  to  be  4Q° 
30',  its  longitude  237°  37.  We  pafied  an  ifland 
the  forenoon  of  Friday  the  15  th,  lying  on  the 
eaftern  fhore,  oppofite  to  an  opening  on  the  wef- 
tern, which  evidently  led  into  the  gulf  nearly  in 
a  3.  W.  direction,  through  a  numerous  affem- 
blage  of  rocky  ifiands  and  rocks,  as  alio  another 
opening  to  the  weft  ward  of  this  ifland,  that 
feemed  to  take  a  fimilar  diredion.  Between 
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Anvil  ifland  and  the  north  point  of  the  firft  open- 
ing, which  lies  from  hence  S.  by  W.  five  miles 
diftance,  are  three  white  rocky  iflets,  lying  about 
a  mile  from  the  vveflem  fhore.  The  width  of 
this  branch  of  the  found  is  about  a  league ;  but 
northward  from  Anvil  ifland  it  foon  narrows  to 
half  that  breadth,  taking  a  direction  to  the  N. 
N.  E.  arf  far  as  latitude  4Q°  3Q',  longitude  23  7°  (/, 
where  all  our  expectations  vaniflied,  in  finding 
it  to  terminate  in  a  round  bafon,  encompafTed 
on  every  fide  by  the  dreary  country  already  de- 
fcribed.  At  its  head,  and  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  eaftern  fhore,  a  narrow  margin  of  low  land 
runs  from  the  foot  of  the  barrier  mountains  to 
the  water-fide,  which  produced  a  few  dwarf  pine 
trees,  with  fome  little  variety  of  underwood. 
The  water  of  the  found  was  here  nearly  frefli, 
and  in  color  a  few  fhades  darker  than  milk  ; 
this  I  attributed  to  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  and 
its  water  pafTing  rapidly  over  a  chalky  furface, 
which  appeared  probable  by  the  white  afpecl  of 
fome  of  the  chafms  that  feemed  formerly  to  have 
been  the  courfe  of  water-falls,  but  were  now  be- 
come dry. 

The  gap  we  had  entered  in  the  fnowy  barrier 
feemed  of  little  importance,  as  through  the  val- 
lies,  caufed  by  the  irregularity  of  the  mountain's 
tops,  other  mountains  more  diftant,  and  appa- 
rently more  elevated,  were  feen  rearing  their 
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lofty  heads  in  various  directions.  In  this  dreary 
and  comfortlefs  region,  it  was  no  inconfiderable 
piece  of  good  fortune  to  find  a  little  cove  in  which 
we  could  take  fhclter,  and  a  f mall  fpot  of  level 
land  on  which  we  could  ered  our  tent ;  as  we 
had  fcarcely  finifhed  our  examination  when  the 
wind  became  exceffively  boifterous  from  the 
fouthward,  attended  with  heavy  fqualls  and  tor- 
rents of  rain,  which  continuing  until  noon  the 
following  day,  Friday  the  15th,  occafioned  a  very 
unplcafant  detention.  But  for  this  circumftance 
wre  might  too  haftily  have  concluded  that  this 
part  of  the  gulf  was  uninhabited.  In  the  morn- 
ing we  were  vifited  by  near  forty  of  the  natives, 
on  whofe  approach,  from  the  very  material  al- 
teration that  had  now  taken  place  in  the  face  of 
the  country,  we  expelled  to  find  fome  difference 
in  their  general  character.  This  conje&ure  was 
however  premature,  as  they  varied  in  no  refpecft 
whatever,  but  in  pofl  effing  a  more  ardent  defire 
for  commercial  tranfa£lions ;  into  the  fpirit  of 
which  they  entered  with  infinitely  more  avidity 
than  any  of  our  former  acquaintances,  not  only 
in  bartering;  amongft  themfelves  '  the  different 
valuables  they  had  obtained  from  us,  but  when 
that  trade  became  flack,  in  exchanging  thofe  ar- 
ticles again  with  our  people;  in  which  traffic 
they  always  took  care  to  gain  fome  advantage, 
and  wrould  frequently  exult  on  the  occaiion'; 
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Some  fifh,  their  garments,  fpears,  bows  and  ar- 
rows, to  which  thefe  people  wifely  added  their 
copper  ornaments,  comprized  their  general  {lock 
in  trade.  Iron,  in  all  its  forms,  they  judicioufly 
preferred  to  any  other  article  we  had  to  offer. 

The  weather  permitting  us  to  proceed,  we 
directed  our  route  along  the  continental  or  wes- 
tern fhore  of  the  found,  paffing  within  two  fmall 
iflands  and  the  main  land,  into  the  opening  be- 
fore mentioned,  fbetching  to  the  weftward  from 
Anvil  ifland.  At  the  diftance  of  an  hundred 
yards  from  the  fhore,  the  bottom  could  not  be 
reached  with  60  fathoms  of  line,  .nor  had  we 
been  able  to  gain  foundings  in  many  places  fince 
we  had  quitted  point  Atkinfon  with  80  and  100 
fathoms,  though  it  wras  frequently  attempted ; 
excepting  in  the  bafon  at  the  head  of  the  found, 
where  the  depth  fuddenly  decreafed  from  fixty 
fathoms  to  two.  We  had  advanced  a  fhort  dif- 
tance only  in  this  branch,  before  the  colour  of 
the  water  changed  from  being  nearly  milk  white, 
and  almoft  frefh,  to  that  of  oceanic  and  perfe<flly 
fait.  By  fun-fet  we  had  palfed  the  channel 
which  had  been  obferved  to  lead  into  the  gulf, 
to  the  fouthward  of  Anvil  ifland  ;  and  about  nine 
o'clock  landed  for  the  night,  near  the  w7eft  point 
of  entrance  into  the  found,  which  I  diftinguifhed 
by  the  name  of  Howe's  Sound,  in  honor  of 
Admiral  Earl  Howe  ;  and  this  point,  fituated  in 
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latitude  490  23',  longitude  236°  51',  Point 
Gower;  between  which  and  point  Atkinfon, 
up  to  Anvil  ifland,  is  anextenfive  group  of  iilands 
of  various  fizes.  The  fhores  of  thcfe,  like  the 
adjacent  coaft,  are  compofed  principally  of  rocks 
rifmg  perpendicularly  from  an  unfathomable  fea ; 
they  are  tolerably  well  covered  with  trees,  chiefly 
of  the  pine  tribe,  though  few  are  of  a  luxuriant 
growth. 

At  four  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  the  1 6th, 
we  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  north  weft  ward, 
along  the  {larboard  or  continental  Ihore  of  the 
gulf  of  Georgia,  which  from  point  Gower  takes 
a  dire&ion  about  W.  N.  W.  and  affords  a  more 
pleafmg  appearance  than  the  fhores  of  Howe's 
found.  This  part  of  the  coaft  is  of  a  moderate 
height  for  fome  diftance  inland,  and  it  frequently 
jets  out  into  low  fandy  projecting  points.  The 
country  in  general  produces'foreft  trees  in  great 
abundance,  of  fome  variety  and  magnitude  ;  the 
pine  is  the  moft  common,  and  the  woods  are 
little  encumbered  with  bufhes  or  trees  of  inferior 
growth.  We  continued  in  this  line  about  five 
leagues  along  the  coaft,  paffing  fome  rocks  and 
rocky  illets,  until  wTe  arrived  at  the  north  point 
of  an  ifland  about  two  leagues  in  circuit,  with 
another  about  half  that  fize  to  the  weftward  of 
it,  and  a  fmaller  ifland  between  them.  From 
the  north  point  of  this  ifland,  which  forms  a 
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channel  with  the  main  about  half  a  mile  wide, 
and  is  fituated.  in  latitude  490  28f,  longitude 
230°  317,  the  coaft  of  the  continent  takes  a  di- 
rection for  about  eight  miles  N.  30  W.  and  is 
compofed  of  a  rugged  rocky  fhore,  with  many 
detached  rocks  lying  at  a  little  diflance.  The 
track  we  thus  purfued  had  not  the  appearance  of 
the  main  branch  of  the  gulf,  but  of  a  channel 
between  the  continent  and  that  land, .  which, 
1  rem  point  Roberts,  feemed  like  a  fmall  though 
very  high  round  ifland.  This  now  appeared  of 
confiderable  extent,  its  N.  E.  fide  formed  a  chan- 
nel to  the  N.  W.  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
about /five  miles  in  width.  The  main  branch 
of  the  gulf,  apparently  of  infinitely  greater  ex- 
tent, took  a  direction  to  the  fouth -weft ward  of 
this  land,  which  now  looked  more  like  a  penin- 
fula  than  an  ifland.  Along  this  rocky  fhore  of 
the  main  land  we  palled  in  queft  of  a  refting 
place  for  the  night,  to  no  effect,  until  after  dark; 
when  wre  found  fhelter  in  a  very  dreary  uncom- 
fortable cove  near  the  fouth  point  of  an  ifland, 
about  a  mile  long,  and  about  two  miles  to  the 
S.  S.  E.  of  a  narrow  opening  leading  to  the 
northward.  This  on  the  return  of  day-light  on 
Sunday  the  17th,  we  proceeded  to  examine  ;  and 
paffed  through  a  very  narrow,  though  navigable 
channel,  amongft  a  clufter  of  rocks  and  rocky 
ifiets,  lying  juft  in.  the  front  of  its  entrance, 

which 
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which  is  fituatcd  in  latitude  49°  351',  longitude 
230°  2&/.  It  is  about  half  a  mile  wide,  winding 
towards  the  N.  N.  E.  for  about  three  leagues, 
where  it  divides  into  two  branches,  one  ftretch- 
ing  to  the  eaftw&rd,  the  other  to  the  weft  ward- of 
north,  with  an  ifland  before  the  entrance  of  the 
latter.  Agreeably  to  our  general  mode  of -pro- 
ceeding, the  north-eafterly-  branch  became  the 
firft  objedi:  of  cur  attention,  and  was  found  from 
hence  to  continue  in  an  irregular  courfe  to  the 

GS 

latitude  of  4Q°  49',  longitude  23(3°  351' ;  where, 
finding  a  tolerably  comfortable  fituation,  we  refted 
for  the  night. 

We  had  feen  about  feventeen  Indians  in  our 
travels  this  day,  who  were  much  more  painted 
than  any  we  had  hitherto  met  with.  Some  of 
their  arrows  were  pointed  with  flate,  the  firft  I 
had  feen  fo  armed  on  my  prefent  vifit  to  this 
coaft ;  thefe  they  appeared  to  efteem  very  highly, 
and  like  the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  took  much 
pains  to  guard  them  from  injury.  They  however 
fpoke  not  the  Nootka  language,  nor  the  dialed: 
of  any  Indians  wx  had  converfed  with;  at  leaft, 
the  few  words  we  had  acquired  were  repeated  to 
them  without  died!  ;  in  their  perfons  they  dif- 
fered in  no  other  refpect,  and  were  equally  civil 
and  inoffenfive  in  their  behaviour.  The  fhores 
we  palled  this  day  are  of  a  moderate  height  within 
a  few  miles  of  this  ftation,  and  are  principally 
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compofed  of  craggy  rocks,  in  the  chafms  of  which 
a  foil  of  decayed  vegetables  has  been  formed  by 
the  hand  of  time  ;  from  which  pine  trees  of  an 
inferior  dwarf  growth  are  produced,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  bufhes  and  underwood.  We 
paffed  a  few  rocky  iflets  near  the  divifion  of  the 
inlet  Thefe  feemed  fleep,  as  foundings  with 
the  hand  line  could  not  be  gained  ;  nor  had  we 
anywhere  in  mid- channel  been  able  to  reach  the 
bottom  with  100  fathoms- of  line,  although  the 
fhores  are  not  a  mile  afunder. 

The  next  morning,  Monday  the  18th,  as  ufual, 
at  four  o'clock,  we  proceeded  up  the  inlet  about 
three  miles  in  a  N.  N.  W.  direction,  whence  its 
width  increafes  about  half  a  league  in  a  diredlion 
nearly  N.  E,  to  a  point  which  towards  noon  we 
reached,  and  afcertained  its  latitude  to  be  50°  1', 
longitude  236°  46'.  The  width  of  this  channel 
flill  continuing,  again  flattered  us  with  difcover- 
ing  a  breach  in  the  eaftern  range  of  fnowy  moun- 
tains, notwithftanding  the  difappointment  we 
had  met  with  in  Howe's  found  ;  and  although 
fince  our  arrival  in  the  gulf  of  Georgia,  it  had 
proved  an  impenetrable  barrier  to  that  inland  na- 
vigation, of  which  we  had  heard  fo  much,  and 
had  fought  with  fanguine  hopes  and  ardent  ex- 
ertions hitherto  in  vain,  to  difcover. 

By  the  progrefs  we  had  this  morning  made,  , 
which  comprehended  about  fix  leagues,  w  e  feemed 

to 


I7$2.]  .    BOUND  THE  WORLD.  203 

to  have  penetrated  confiderably  kito  this  formi- 
dable obftacle  ;  and  as  the  more  lofty  mountains 
were  now  behind  us,  and  no  very  diflant  ones 
were  fecn  beyond  the  vallies  caufed  by  the  de- 
preffed  parts  of  the  fhowy  barrier  in  the  northern 
quarters,  we  had  great  reafon  to  believe  we  had 
palled  the  centre  of  this  impediment  to  our 
wifhes,  and  I  was  induced  to  hope  we  fhould  yet 
find  this  inlet  winding  beyond  the  mountains,  by 
the  channel  through  which  we  had  thus  advan- 
ced upwards  of  1 1  leagues,  though  for  the  mofi: 
part  it  was  not  more  than  half  a  mile  wide.  Un- 
der thefe  circumftances,  our  reduced  flock  of 
proviiions  was  a  matter  of  feiious  concern,  fear- 
ing we  might  be  obliged  to  abandon  this  purfuit 
without  determining  the  fource  of  this  branch  of 
the  fea,  having  now  been  abfent  fix  days  with 
fubfiftence  for  a  week  only,  which  would  confe- 
quently  very  materially  retard  our  fiirvey,  by  ren- 
dering a  fecond  vifit  to  this  inlet  indifpenfibly  ne- 
celfary.  The  furrounding  country  prefented  an 
equally  dreary  afpe<5l  w7ith  that  in  the  vicinage  of 
Howe's  found  ;  and  the  ferenity  of  the  weather 
not  adding  at  prefcnt  to  the  natural  gloominels 
of  the  profped,  w as  counterbalanced  by  the  rug^ 
ged  furface  of  the  mountains  being  infinitely  lefs 
productive.  A  few  detached  dwarf  pine  trees, 
with  fome  berry,  and  other  fmall  bufhes,  were 
the  only  fjgns  of  vegetation.    The  catarads  here 
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rufhed  from  the  rugged  fnowy  mountains  in 
greater  number,  and  with  more  impetuofity  than 
in  Howe's  found  ;  vet  the  colour  of  the  water 
was  not  changed,  though  in  fome  of  the  gullies 
there  was  the  fame  chalky  afpedl.  Hence  it  is 
probable,  that  the  white  appearance  of  the  water 
in  Howe*s  found,  may  arife  from  a  caufe  more 
remote,  and  which  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
difcovering. 

Having  dined,  we  purfued  our  examination. 
The  inlet  now  took  a  N.  W.  by  W.  dire&ion, 
without  any  contraction  in  its  width,  until  about 
five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  all  our  hopes 
vanifhed,  by  finding  it  terminate,  as  others  had 
done,  in  fwampy  low7  land  producing  a  few  ma- 
ples and  pines,  in  latitude  50°  0',  longitude  23f>° 
33'.  Through  a  fmall  fpace  of  low  land,  w7hich 
extended  from  the  head  of  the  inlet  to  the  bafe 
of  the  mountains  that  furrounded  us,  flowed  three 
fmall  ftreams  of  frefh  water,  apparently  originat- 
ing from  one  fource  in  the  N.  W.  or  left  hand 
corner  of  the  bay,  formed  by  the  head  of  this 
inlet ;  in  which  point  of  view  was  feen  an  exten- 
five  valley,  that  took  nearly  a  northerly  uninter- 
rupted direction  as  far  as  we  could  perceive,  and 
was  by  far  the  deepeft  chafm  we  had  beheld  in 
the  defccnding  ridge  of  the  fnowy  barrier,  with- 
out the  appearance  of  any  elevated  land  rifmg 
behind.    This  valley  much  excited  my  curiofity 

to 
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to  afcertain  what  was  beyond  it.  But  as  the 
ftreams  of  frefh  water  were  not  navigable,  though 
the  tide  had  rifen  up  to  the  habitations  of  fix  or 
feven  Indians,  any  further  examination  of  it  in 
our  boats  was  impracticable,  and  we  had  no  lei- 
fure  for  excurfions  on  fhore.  From  the  civil  na- 
tives who  differed  not  in  any  refped:  from  thofe 
we  had  before  occasionally  feen,  we  procured  a 
few  moft  excellent  fiih,  for  which  they  were 
compenfated  principally  in  iron,  being  the  com- 
modity they  moft  efteemed  and  fought  after.  In 
all  thefe  arms  of  the  fea  we  had  conftantly  ob- 
ferved,  even  to  their  utmoft  extremity,  a  vifible, 
and  fometimes  a  material  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide, 
without  experiencing  any  other  current  than  a 
conftant  drain  down  to  feaward,  excepting  juft 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  gulf. 

On  our  approach  to  the  low  land,  we  gained 
foundings  at  70  fathoms,  which  fooii  decreafed 
as  wTe  advanced,  to  30,  14,  and  3  fathoms,  on  a 
bank  that  Itretches  acrofs  the  head  of  the  inlet, 
fimilar  to  all  the  others  we  had  before  examined. 
So  far  as  thefe  foundings  extended,  which  did 
not  exceed  half  a  league,  the  colour  of  the  water 
was  a  little  affected,  probably  by  the  difcharge 
of  the  frefh  water  rivulets,  that  generally  a  {Turned 
a  very  light  colour.  Beyond  thefe  foundings  the 
water  again  acquired  its  oceanic  colour,  and  its 
depth  was  unfathomable. 

Not 
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Not  a  little  mortified  that  our  progrefs  fhould 
be  fo  foon  flopped,  it  became  highly  expedient  to 
dired;  our  way  towards  the  fliips,  to  whofe  fta- 
tion,  by  the  neareft  route  we  could  take,  it  was 
at  leaft  1 14  miles.  This  was  now  to  be  per- 
formed, after  the  time  was  nearly  expired  for 
which  our  fupply  of  provisions  had  been  calcu* 
lated.  Neceffity  dire&ed  that  no  time  ihould  be 
loft  ;  efpecially  as  I  was  determined  to  feek  a  paf- 
fage  into  the  gulf  by  the  branch  of  the  inlet  that 
we  had  paffed  the  preceding  day,  leading;  to  the 
N.  W.  conceiving  there  was  a  great  probability 
that  this  branch  might  lead  into  the  gulf  at  fomc 
diftance  beyond  where  we  had  entered  this  inlet ; 
in  which  courfe  we  faould  have  an  opportunity 
of  fixing  the  boundaries  of  the  continent  to  the 
utmoft  extent  that  our  prefent  equipment  wTould 
afford.  For  as  our  people  had  become  wile  by 
experience,  I  entertained  little  doubt  of  their  hav- 
ing fo  hufoanded  their  provifions  as  to  enable  our 
effecting  this  fervice  ;  by  which  means  any  other 
excurfion  this  way  would  be  rendered  unnecef- 
fary. 

About  two  leagues  from  the  head  of  the  inlet 
we  had  obferved,  as  we  pafTed  upwards  on  the 
northern  fhore,  a  fmall  creek  with  fome  rocky 
illets  before  it,  where  I  intended  to  take  up  our 
abode  for  the  night.  On  our  return,  it  was  found 
to  be  a  fall  of  fait  water,  juft  deep  enough  to  .ad- 
mit 
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mit  our  boats  agalnft  a  very  rapid  ftream,  where 
at  low  tide  they  would  have  grounded  fome  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  inlet.  From 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  and  the  quantity  of 
water  it  difcharged,  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
by  its  taking  a  winding  direction  up  a  valley  to 
the  N.  E.  that  its  fource  was  at  fome  diftance. 
This  not  anfwering  our  purpofe  as  a  celling 
place,  obliged  us  to  continue  our  fearch  along  the 
fhore  for  one  lefs  incommodious,  which  the  per- 
pendicular precipices  precluded  oar  finding  until 
near  eleven  at  night,  when  we  difembarked  on 
the  only  low  projecting  point  the  inlet  afforded. 

At  four,  on  the  morning  of  Tuefday  the  lQth, 
we  again  ftarted,  but  having  a  lirong  foutherly 
gale  againll  us,  it  was  paft  nine  at  night  before 
we  reached  a  fmall  bay,  about  a  mile  to  the  north 
of  the  north  point  of  the  arm  leading  to  the 
north- weffcward,  where  we  relied  for  the  night ; 
and,  at  day-light,  proceeded,  as  ufual,  along  the 
continental  fhore. 

This  firft  ftretched  a  little  way  to  the  north- 
wxftward,  and  then  to  the  S.  W.  into  the  eulf, 
as  I  had  imagined  it  would  ;  forming,  irregularly, 
a  much  more  fpacious  channel  than  that  by 
which  we  had  entered,  having  an  ifland  lying  be- 
tween the  two  channels  about  three  leagues  in 
length,  w^ith  feveral  fmall  iflets  about  it.  This 
ifland,  and  its  adjacent  Ihores,  like  thofe  in  the 

other 
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other  channel,  are. of  a  moderate  height,  and 
wear  a  fimilar  appearance.  It  was  nearly  noon 
before  we  reached  the  north  point  of  the  inlet  ; 
which,  producing  the  firft  Scotch  firs  we  had  yet 
feen,  obtained  the  name  of  Scotch-Fir  Point, 
and  is  fituated  in  latitude  49°  42',  longitude 
23G°17/.  To  this  arm  of  the  fea,  I  ga,ve  the 
name  of  Jervis's  Channel,  in  honour  of  Ad- 
miral Sir  John  Jervis. 

The  boundary  of  the  continental  fhore  I  now 
confidered  as  determined  to  this  point,  from  a  full 
conviction  that  the  inlet  under  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Whidbey,  would  terminate  like  thofe  we 
had  vifited.  Prefuming  our  time  to  have  been 
not  ill  fpent,  we  direcied  our  courfe  to  the.  fta- 
tion  where  we  had  Jeftj  the  fbips  now  at  the  dis- 
tance of  84  miles,  fleering  for  the  oppofite  fhore, 
being  the  land  before  adverted  to,  as  appearing 
to  form  an  extenfive  ifland,  or  peninfula;  the 
neareit  part  of  which  was  about  five  miles  acrofs 
from  Scotch-fir  point ;  and  with  the  continental 
fhore  fciil  formed  a  paiTage,  to  all  appearance,  of 
the  fame  width,  in  a  direction  N.  (32  W.,  with 
an  uninterrupted  horizon  in  that  point  of  view; 
fo  that,  whether  it  was  an  ifland  or  peninfula, 
remained  ftill  to  be  determined. 

The  fhorcs  of  this  land,  nearly  ftraight  and 
compact,  are  principally  formed  of  rocky  fub- 
fcances  of  different  forts ;  amongft  which,  flate. 

was 
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was  in  abundance  ;  and  the  trees  it  produced 
were  of  infinitely  more  luxuriant  growth  than 
thofe  on  the  oppofite  Ihore.  In  the  forenoon  of 
Thurfday  the  2  ill,  we  palfed  the  fouth  point  of 
this  land,  and  in  remembrance  of  an  early  friend- 
fliip,  I  called  it  Point  Upwood,  fituated  in  la- 
titude  4Q°28i/,  longkude  236  24'.  This  land, 
though  chiefly  compofed  of  one  lofty  mountain, 
vifible  at  the  drftance  of  20  leagues  and  upwards, 
is  very  narrow,  appearing  to  form,  with  the  wef- 
tern  fhore  of  the  gulf,  a  channel  nearly  parallel 
to  that  which' we  had  laft  quitted  ;  though  con- 
siderably more  extenfive,  arid  containing  fome 
fmall  hlands.  Its  horizon  was  bounded  by  the 
fummks  of  high  diftant  detached  mountains. 

As  we  were  rowing,  on  the  morning  of  Fri- 
day the  22d,  for  point  Grey,  purpofing  there  to 
land  and  breakfaii:,  we  difcovered  two  veffels  at 
anchor  under  the  land.  The  idea  which  firfl  oc- 
curred was,  that,  in  confequence  of  our  pro- 
tracted ablencc,  though  I  had  left  no  orders  to 
this  effect,  the  veflels  had  fo  far  advanced  in  or- 
der to  meet  us  ;  but  on  a  nearer  approach,  it  was 
difcovered,  that  they  were  a  brig  and  a  fchooner, 
wearing  the  colours  of  Spaniih  veflels  of  war, 
which  I  conceived  were  moft  probably  employed 
in  purfuits  fimilar  to  our  own  ;  and  this  on  my 
arrival  on  board,  was  confirmed.  Thefe  veflels 
proved  to  be  a  detachment  from  the  commiffion 

Vol.  II.  P  of 
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Senr  Malafpina,  who  was  bimfelf  employed  in 
the  Fbiliippine  iflands ;  Sen1  Malafpina  had,  the 
preceding  year,  viiited  the  coaffc ;  and  thefe  vef- 
fels,  his  Catholic  Majefty's  brig  the  Sutil,  under 
the  command  of  Senr  Don  D.  Galiano,  with  the 
fchooner  Mcxicana,  commanded  by  Senr  Don 
C.  \raldes,  both  captains  of  frigates  inthe  Spa- 
nifb  navy,  had  failed  from  Acapulco  on  the  8th 
of  March,  in  order  to  profecute  difcoveries  on 
this  coaft.  Senr  Galiano,  who  fpoke  a  little 
Riglifli,  informed  me,  that  they  had  arrived  at 
Nootka  on  the  1 1th  of  April,  from  whence  they 
had  failed  on  the  5th  of  this  month,  in  order  to 
complete  the  examination  of  this  inlet,  which 
had,  in  the  preceding  year,  been  partly  furveyed 
by  fome  Spanifti  officers  whofe  chart  they  pro- 
duced. 

I  cannot  avoid  acknowledging  that,  on  this 
oecafion,  I  experienced  no  fmall  degree  of  mor- 
tification in  finding  the  external  fhores  of  the 
gulf  had  been  vifited,  and  already  examined  a  few 
miles  beyond  where  my  refearches  during  the  ex- 
cursion, had  extended ;  making  the  land,  I  had 
been  in  doubt  about,  an  ifland  ;  continuing 
nearly  in  the  fame  direction,  about  four  leagues 
further  than  had  been  feen  by  us ;  and,  by  the 
Spaniards,  named  Favida.  The  channel,  between 
it  and  the  main,  they  had  called  Canal  del  Neuf- 
tra  Signora  del  iiofario,  wdiofe  wTeftern  point  had 

ter- 
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terminated  their  examination ;  which  itemed  to 
have  been  entirely  confined  to  the  exterior  ihores, 
as  the  extenfive  arms,  and  inlets,  which  had  oc- 
cupied fo  much  of  our  time,  had  not  claimed  the 
leaft  of  their  attention. 

The  Spanifli  veflels,  that  had  been  thus  em- 
ployed laft  year,  had  refitted  in  the  identical  part 
of  port  Difcovery,  which  afforded  us  fimilar  ac- 
commodation.   From  thefe  gentlemen,  I  like- 
wife  underlined,  that  Sen1  Quadra,  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  Spanifh  marine  at  S:#  Bias 
and  at  California,  was,  with  three  frigates  and  a 
brig,  waiting  my  arrival  at  Nootka,  in  order  to 
negotiate  the  reftoration  of  thofe  territories  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain.    Their  conduct  was  re- 
plete with  that  politenefs  and  friendfhip  which 
characterizes  the  Spanifli  nation ;  every  kind  of 
ufeful  information  they  cheerfully  communi- 
cated, and  obligingly  expreffed  much  defire,  that 
circumffcanccs  might  fo  concur  as  to  admit  out 
refpeclive  labours  being  carried  on  together ;  for 
which  purpofe,  or,  if  from  our  long  abfence  and 
fatigue  in  an  open  boat,  I  would  wifli  to  remain 
with  my  party  as  their  gueft,  they  would  im- 
mediately difpatch  a  boat  with  fuch  directions  as 
I  might  deem  neceffary  for  the  conduct  of  the 
fhips,  or,   in  the  event  of  a  favorable  breeze 
fpringing  up,  they  would  weigh  and  fail  directly 
to  their  ftation :  but  being  intent  on  lofing  no 

P  2  time, 
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time,  I  -declined  their  obliging  offers,  and  having 
partaken  with  them  a  very  hearty  breakfast,  bad 
them  farewell,  not  lefs  pleafed  with  their  hofpi- 
tality  and  attention,  than  aflonifhed  at  the  vef- 
fels  in  which  they  were  employed  to  execute  a 
fervice  of  fuch  a  nature.  They  wTere  each  about 
forty-five  tons  burthen,  mounted  two  brafs  guns, 
and  were  navigated  by  twxnty-four  men,  bear- 
ing one  lieutenant,  without  a  fmgle  inferior  offi- 
cer. Their  apartments  juft  allowed  room  for 
fleeping  places  on  each  fide,  with  a  table  in  the 
intermediate  fpace,  at  which  four  perfons,  with 
fome  difficulty,  could  fit,  and  were,  in  all  other 
refpects,  the  moft  ill  calculated  and  unfit  veffels 
that  could  poffibly  be  imagined  for  fuch  an  ex- 
pedition;  notwithstanding  this,  it  .was  pleafant 
to  obferve,  in  point  of  living,  they  poffeffed  many 
more  comforts  than  could  reafonably  have  been 
expected.  I  fhewed  them  the  iketch  I  had  made 
of  our  excurfion,  and  pointed  out  the  only  fpot 
which  I  conceived  we  had  left  unexamined,  near- 
ly at  the  head  of  Burrard's  channel:  they  feemed 
much  furprized  that  we  had  not  found  a  river 
faid  to  exift  in  the  region  we  had  been  exploring, 
and  named  by  one  of  their  officers  Rio  Blancho, 
in  compliment  to  the  then  prime  minifter  of 
Spain  ;  which  river  thefe  gentlemen  had  fought 
for  thus  far  to  no  purpofe.  They  took  fuch  notes 
as  they  chofe  from  my  iketch,  and  promifed  to 
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examine  the  fmall  opening  in  Burranf  s  channel, 
which,  with  every  other  information  they  could 
procure,  fhould  be  at  my  fervice  on  our  next 
meeting. 

From  thefe  new  and  unexpected  friends  we 
dire&ed  our  courfe  along  the  fhoal  already  no- 
ticed, wdiich  I  now  called  Sturgeon  Bank, 
in  confequence  of  our  having  purchafed  of  the 
natives  fome  excellent  fifh  of  that  kind,  weighing 
from  fourteen  to  two  hundred  pounds  each*  To 
avoid  this  bank,  which  ftretches  from  point  Ro- 
berts to  point  Grey,  a  mod  excellent  leading 
mark  was  obferved  along  its  weftern  extremity, 
being  Paflage  and  Anvil  i (lands  in  one,  which  lead 
by  its  edge  in  fix  fathoms  water,  deepening  fud- 
denly  to  the  weft  ward,  and  in  many  places  to  the 
eaftward,  fhoaling  as  fuddenly  to  three,  twTo,  and 
one  fathom.  The  circle  which  this  bank  occafion- 
ed  us  to  make,  made  the  diftance  to  point  Roberts 
upwards  of  30  miles.  We  were  likewife  unfor- 
tunate in  having  two  flood  tides  againft  us. 
Thefe,  together  with  a  light  foutherly  breeze  that 
prevailed  the  wdiole  time,  obliged  us  to  be  con- 
ftantly  rowing  from  nine  in  the  forenoon  until 
after  midnight,  before  we  could  reach  the  point, 
which  was  at  length  effected  ;  though  not  before 
we  were  nearly  exhaufted  by  fatigue.  Here  we 
ilept,  and  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  23d, 

P  3  againft 
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againfl  a  flrong  eaflerly  breeze,  about  ten  in  the 
forenoon  we  reached  the  fhips,  after  having  tra* 
Verfed  in  our  boats  upwards  of  330  miles. 

The  broken  part  of  the  coaft  that  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  had  been  employed  in  examining,  was  found 
to  extend  but  a  few  miles  to  the  northward  of 
the  fpot  where  his  former  refearches  had  ended ; 
forming  altogether  an  extenfive  bay,  which  I 
have  diftinguifhed  as  Bellingham's  Bay.  It 
is  fituated  behind  a  clufter  of  iflands,  from  which 
a  number  of  channels  lead  into  it :  its  greateft 
extent  in  a  north  and  fouth  direction,  is  from  the 
latitude  48°  36',  to  48°  48';  the  longitude  of  its 
eaftern  extremity  237 Q  5o'.    It  every  where  af- 
fords good  and  fecure  anchorage  ;  oppofite  to  its 
north  point  of  entrance  the  fhores  are  high  and 
rocky,  with  fome  detached  rocks  lying  off  it. 
Here  was  found  a  brook  of  moft  excellent  water* 
To  the  north  and  fouth  of  thefe  rocky  cliffs  the 
fhores  are  lefs  elevated,  efpecially  to  the  north- 
ward, where  fome  of  thofe  beautiful  verdant 
lawns  were  again  prefented  to  our  view.  Near 
the  north  entrance  into  this  bay,  the  two  Spanifh 
vefTels  had  been  defer ied  by  Mr.  Whidbey,  who 
returned,  and  communicated  the  intelligence  to 
the  iliips ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  Chatham 
Weighed  and  fpoke  them  off  point  Roberts..;  they 
having  palled  our  fhips  during  the  Right  undis- 
covered. 

Having 
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Having  now  fixed  the  continental  fhore  fo  far 
as  from  this  ftation  was  within  our  reach,  and 
having  obtained  fufficient  obfervations  fur  cor- 
recting the  rate  of  our  chronometers,  every  thing 
was  immediately  re-embarked,  and  we  were  in 
readinefs  to  proceed  in  the  morning. 

*  During  my  abfence,  the  boats  of  the  Difco- 
very  and  Chatham  had  been  employed  in  at- 
tempting to  gain  fome  further  knowledge  of  the 
numerous  iflands  we  paffed  on  our  arrival  in  this 
bay  ;  but  they  were  found  fo  abundantly  difperfed 
as  to  preclude  any  correal  examination,  without 
having  fufficient  leifure  for  the  purpofe. 

Nothing  further  occurred  at  this  ftation  worthy 
of  notice,  if  we  except  an  obfervation  which  had 
been  repeatedly  made,  that  in  proportion  as  we 
advanced  to  the  northward,  the  forefts  were  com- 
pofed  of  an  infinitely  lefs  variety  of  trees,  and 
their  growth  was  lefs  luxuriant.  Thofe  raoft 
commonly  feen  were  pines  of  different  forts,  the 
arbor  vitas,  the  oriental  arbutus,  and  I  believe, 
fome  fpecies  of  cyprefs.  On  the  iflands  fjme 
few  fmall  oaks  were  feen,  with  the  Virginian 
juniper;  and  at  this  place  the  Weymouth  pine, 
Canadian  elder,  and  black  birch  ;  which  latter 
grew  in  fuch  abundance,  that  it  obtained  the 
name  of  Birch  Bay.  The  S.  E.  part  of  this 
bay  is  formed  by  nearly  perpendicular  rocky  cliffs, 
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from  whence  the  higher  woodland  country  re- 
tires a  confidcrable  diftance  to  the  north  eaftward, 
leaving  an  extenlive  fpace  cf  low  land  between 
it  and  the  fca,  feparated  from  the  high  ground 
by  a  rivulet  of  frefh  water  that  difcharges  itfelf 
at  the  bottom,  or  northern  extremity  of  the 
bay.  On  the  low  land  very  luxuriant  grafs  was 
produced,  with  wild  rofe,  goofeberry,  and  other 
bullies  in  abundance. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  chapter  by  {taring  that, 
by  the  mean  refuit  of  eleven  meridional  altitudes 
of  the  fun,  we  found  Birch  bay  fituated  in  lati- 
tude 48°53|/;  the  longitude  237°  33',  was  de- 
duced from  the  obfervations  made  ufe  of  for  fet- 
tling port  Difcovery,  including  twenty-eight  fets 
of  lunar  diftances  taken  at  this  ftation,  whence 
on  the  22d,  at  noon,  Kendall's  chronometer  was 
found  to  be  54'  1 1/;  2(J///  faft  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich,  and  by  fix  days  correfponding  alti- 
tudes, to  be  gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of 
12"  A 5'"  per  day.  Mr.  Arnold's  on  board  the 
Chatham,  from  the  fame  authority  was,  on  the 
fame  day  at  noon,  faft  of  mean  time  at  Green- 
wich, 3h  14'  407,  and  gaining  at  the  rate  of  25!/ 
1 5/y/  per  day.  The  variation  of  the  compafs,  by 
nineteen  fets  of  azimuth  s^-  differing  from  1  /i  to 
21  degrees,  gave  a  mean  refuit  of  19°30/  eaft- 
wardly  variation. 

The 
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The  vertical  inclination  of  the  marine  dipping 
needle, 

Marked  end,  North  face  Eaft  -  72°  18/ 

Ditto,            Ditto    -    Weft  -  73  — - 

Ditto,             South  face  Eaft  -  73  28 

Ditto,             Ditto    -    Weft  -  74  20 


The  mean  vertical  inclination  of 

the  magnetic  needle    -  73  13 


The  tides  were  found  to  be  very  inconfiderable, 
but  were  not  particularly  noticed. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  Vejfeh  continue  their  Route  to  the  Northward 
— Anchor  in  Defolation  Sound — The  Boats 
difpatched  on  furveying  Parties  —  Difcover  a 
Pajfage  to  Sea — Quit  Defolation  Sound — Pafs 
through  Johnjlone  s  Straits. 

'W  7ITH  a  fine  breeze,  and  very  pleafent  wea- 
*  *  ther,  we  failed  out  of  Birch  bay,  on 
Midfummer  morning ;  and,  with  the  wind  from 
the  eaftward,  we  directed  our  courfe  up  the  gulf, 
to  the  north  -  wefc  w  ar  d .  About  two  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  Sunday  the  24th,  we  were  joined  by 
the  Spanifh  velTels,  who  faluted  by  cheering. 
This  was  returned ;  after  which  their  refpe&ive 
commanders  favored  me  with  their  company  on 
board  the  DIfcovery  ;  and  we  purfued  our  way 
up  the  gulf  together. 

Senr  Galiano  informed  me,  that  they  had  ex- 
amined the  fmall  branch  I  had  paifed  by  in  Bur- 
rard's  channel,  which  was  found  very  narrow, 
leading  in  a  north  direction  nearly  three  leagues, 
where  it  terminated  in  a  fmall  rivulet.  They 
favored  me  with  a  copy  of  their  fketch  of  it,  as 
alfo  with  their  good  company  until  fan-fct,  when 

they 
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they  returned  to  their  veflels  ;  point  Roberts  then 
bearing  by  compafs  S.  63  E.  point  Grey,  N. 
64  E. ;  which,  being  the  neareft  part  of  the  con* 
tinental  or  eaftern  fhore,  was  at  the  diftance  of 
about  three  leagues ;  and  the  neareft  part  of  the 
oppofite  fliore  of  the  gulf,  bearing  S.  W.  was 
diftant  about  two  leagues. 

During  the  night,  and  until  noon  the  next 
day,  Monday  the  25th,  the  winds  were  light  and 
baffling,  In  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon  a  great 
number  of  whales  were  playing  about  in  every 
direction ;  and  though  we  had  been  frequently 
vifited  by  thefe  animals  in  this  inland  navigation, 
there  feemed  more  about  us  now,  than  the 
whole  of  thofe  we  had  before  feen,  if  colleded 
together. 

This  circumftance,  in  lb  me  meafurc,  favored 
the  alfertion  in  Mr.  Meares's  publication,  that  a 
paflage  to  the  ocean  would  be  found  by  pcrfe- 
vering  in  our  prefent  courfe;  thought  this  was 
again  rendered  very  doubtful,  as  we  had  under- 
ftood,  from  our  Spanifti  friends,  that,  notwith- 
Handing  the  Spaniards  had  lived  upon  terms  of 
great  intimacy  with  Mr.  Gray  and  other  Ame- 
rican traders  at  Nootka,  they  had  no  knowledge 
of  any  perfon  having  ever  performed  fuch  a  voy- 
age, but  from  the  hiftory  of  it  publifhed  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  fo  far  were  thefe  gentlemen  from 
^eing  better  acqu;   ited  with  the  difcoveries  of 

Dc 
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De  Fuca  or  De  Fonte  than  ourfelves,  that,  from 
us,  they  expected  much  information  as  to  the 
truth  of  fuch  reports.  Senr  Valdes,  who  had 
been  on  the  coaft  the  preceding  year,  and  fpoke 
the  Indian  language  very  fluently,  underftood* 
from  the  natives,  that  this  inlet  did  communi- 
cate with  the  ocean  to  the  northward,  wThere 
they  had  feen  fhips.  Fie  was,  however,  too  well 
acquainted  with  their  characters  as  reporters,  to 
place  much  dependance  on  their  information, 
which  was  incompetent  to  the  forming  of  any 
idea  how  far  remote  fuch  ocean  might  be. 

A  gentle  gale  fpringing  up  from  the  eailward, 
foon  after  mid- day,  we  brought  to  for  the  Spa- 
ll i  111  veflels,  who  were  at  fome  diftance  aftern. 
When  they  came  up,  we  were  honored  with  the 
company  of  the  commanders  to  dinner  ;  and 
then  made  fail,  directing  our  courfc  through  the 
channel  del  Neuftra  Signora  del  Rofario,  whofe 
whole  extent  nearly  in  a  direction  N.  53  W.  is 
about  10  leagues  from  point  Up  wood,  the  S.  E. 
point,  to  Point  Marshall,  the  N.  W.  point 
of  the  ifland  of  Feveda ;  which  point  is  fituated 
in  latitude  4Q°  48',  longitude  235°  4/f.  From 
Scotch-Fir  point,  the  fliores  of  the  channel  ap- 
proximated, until  they  became  within  twro  miles 
of  each  other,  at  its  weft  em  end ;  and  are,  as 
well  on  the  ifland  as  on  the  continental  fide, 
nearly  ftraight,  perfectly  compact,  and  rife  gra-* 

dually* 
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dually,  particularly  on  the  continental  fliore,  from 
a  beach  of  fand  and  fmall  ftones,  to  a  height  that 
might  be  confidered  rather  elevated  land,  well 
clothed  with  wood,  but  without  any  figns  of 
being  inhabited.  From  hence  the  continental 
fhore  took  a  N.  W.  direction.  From  point  Mar- 
fhall,  N.  35  W.  about  a  league  diftant,  lies  an 
illand  of  a  moderate  height,  four  miles  in  cir- 
cuit, with  a  "fmaller  one  about  a  mile  to  the 
S.  W.  of  it :  between  this,  which  I  named  Har- 
wood's  Island,  and  point  MarOiall,  are  fome 
rocky  iflands  and  funken  rocks. 

On  the  coaft  of  the  main  land  oppofite  this 
illand  is  a  fmall  brook,  probably  of  frefh  water ; 
from  wrhence,  as  we  advanced,  the  fhores  put  on 
a  very  dreary  afpect,  chiefly  compofed  of  rugged 
rocks,  thinly  wooded  with  fmall  dwarf  pine 
trees.  The  iflands,  however,  which  appeared 
before  us,  were  of  a  moderate  height,  and  pre- 
fented  a  fcene  more  pleating  and  fertile.  About 
five  in  the  evening  we  palled  between  the  main 
and  an  ifland  lying  in  an  eaft  and  weft  direction, 
which  I  named  Savary's  Island,  about  two 
leagues  long,  and  about  half  a  league  broad: 
its  N.  E.  point,  fituated  in  latitude  49°  5/j/9 
longitude  .235°  54 V,  forms  a  pafiage  with  the 
continental  iliore,  along  which,  in  a  N.  W.  di- 
re&ion,  we  continued  at  a  diftance  from  half  a 
mile  to  half  a  league.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  Sa- 
vary's 
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vary's  ifland  were  numberlefs  funkcn  rocks,  near- 
ly half  a  league  from  its  fhores,  vifible  I  believe 
only  at  low  water. 

We  feemed  now  to  have  forfaken  the  main 
direction  of  the  gulf,  being  on  every  fide  en  com- 
pared by  iilands  and  fmall  rocky  iflets  ;  fome 
lying  along  the  continental  fhore,  others  confuf- 
edly  fcattered,  of  different  forms  and  dimenfions. 
South- weft  ward  of  thefe  iflands,  the  main  arm 
of  the  gulf  extended  in  a  north  weft  direction, 
apparently  three  or  four  leagues  wide,  bounded 
by  high  though  diftant  land.  Through  this 
very  unpleafant  navigation  we  failed,  ftill  keep- 
ing clofe  to  the  continental  fhore,  which  was 
fcompadi.  About  dark  we  entered  a  fpacious 
found  firctchinr;  to  the  eaftw^ard.  Here  I  was 
very  defirous  of  remaining  until  day-light ;  but 
foundings  could  not  be  gained  though  clofe  to 
the  fhore. 

The  night  was  dark  and  rainy,  and  the  w  inds 
fo  light  and  variable,  that  by  the  influence  of  the 
tides  we  were  driven  about  as  it  were  blindfolded 
in  this  labyrinth,  until  towards  midnight,  when 
we  were  happily  conduced  to  the  north  fide  of 
an  iiland  in  this  fuppofed  found,  where  we  an- 
chored in  company  with  the  Chatham  and  the 
Spanilh  vcflels,  in  32  fathoms  water,  rocky  bot- 
tom. At  break  of  day  on  Tuefday  the  26th, 
we  found  ourfelves  about  half  a  mile  from  the 

fhores 
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fhores  of  a  high  rocky  iiland,  furrounded  by  a 
detached  and  broken  country,  whofe  general 
appearance  was  very  inhofpi  table.  Stupendous 
rocky  mountains  rifing  almoft  perpendicularly 
from  the  fea,  principally  compofed  the  north 
weft,  north  and  eaftern  quarters ;  on  thefe,  pine 
trees,  though  not  of  luxuriant  growth,  nor  of 
much  variety,  were  produced  in  great  numbers. 
The  pleafmg  profpe&s  which  the  fhores  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  the  gulf  afforded  by  their  contrait 
with  the  mountains  of  the  fnowy  barrier,  giving 
a  grand  and  interefting  character  to  the  land- 
fcape,  here  no  longer  exifted ;  nor  had  we  been 
enabled  to  trace  that  range  of  mountains  far  to 
the  north-weftward  of  Scotch-Fir  point,  where 
the  line  of  coaft  forms  a  very  confiderable  angle 
with  that  of  the  barrier  mountains.  It  is  how- 
ever probable,  that  at  fome  diftance  from  our 
prefent  anchorage,  where  the  perpendicular  pre- 
cipices we  were  now  under  would  no  longer 
have  obftru<5ted  our  view  of  the  inland  country, 
their  lofty  fummits  would  have  been  ftill  vifible. 
The  tops  of  the  rugged  mountains  that  compofe 
thefe  fhores  were  not  fufficiently  elevated  to  re- 
tain the  fnow  in  fummer,  which,  in  all  proba- 
bility, clothes  them  during  the  winter  feafon. 

The  infinitely  divided  appearance  of  the  re- 
gion into  which  we  had  now  arrived,  promifed 
to  furnifli  ample  employment  for  our  boats. 

To 
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To  Lieutenant  Paget  and  Mr.  Whidbey,  in 
the  Difcovery's  launch  and  cutter,  I  configned 
the  examination  of  the  continental  fhore,  from 
the  place  where  we  had  loft  light  of  it  the  pre- 
ceding evening.  Mr.  Johnftone,  in  the  Chat- 
ham's cutter,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Swaine  in  her 
launch,  were  directed  to  invcftigate  a  branch  of 
this  found  leading  to  the  north-weftward  ;  and 
Senr  Valdes  undertook  the  furvev  of  the  inter- 
mediate  coaft ;  by  which  arrangement  the  whole, 
or  if  not  a  very  confiderable  extent,  would  foon 
be  determined.  Whilft  the  boats  were  equip- 
ping, Mr.  Broughton  went  in  quell:  of  a  more 
commodious  fituation  for  the  fnips  up  the  found 
to  the  north  weft. 

The  weather,  which  was  fercne  and  extremely 
pleafant,  afforded  me  an  opportunity,  in  com- 
pany with  Sen1"  Galiano  and  force  of  our  offi- 
cers, to  vifit  the  ihore  of  the  iiland,  near  which 
we  vv-ere  at  anchor,  and  to  determine  the  fitua- 
tion of  its  weft  point  to  be  in  latitude  50°  6', 
longitude  235°  2(3'.  With  the  former  Senr 
Galiano's  obfervations  agreed,  but  by  his  chro- 
nometer the  longitude  was  made  more  wefterly. 
My  obfervations  being  deduced  from  the  watch, 
according  to  its  rate  as  fettled  in  Birch  bay, 
which  was  not  very  likely  to  have  yet  acquired 
any  material  error,  inclined  me  to  believe  we 
were  probably  the  moft  correct. 

Early 
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Early  in  the  afternoon  Mr.  Broughton  return- 
ed, having  found  a  more  eligible  anchorage, 
though  in  a  fituatidn  equally  dreary  and  unplea- 
fant.  The  feveral  gentlemen  in  the  boats  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  ftation  to  which  the 
fhips  were  about  to  refort,  departed  agreeably  to 
their  refpe£Hve  inffcru&ions. 

The  wind,  that  fince  noon  had  blown  frelh 
from  the  S.  E.  attended  with  heavy  fqualls  and 
much  rain,  drove  us,  by  its  increafed  violence, 
from  our  anchorage,  and  almoft  inftantly  into 
70  and  80  fathoms  water.  The  anchor  was  im- 
mediately hove  up,  and  we  {leered  for  the  ren- 
dezvous Mr.  Broughton  had  pointed  out,  where, 
about  fix  in  the  evening,  we  arrived  in  company 
with  our  little  fquadron.  Our  fituation  here 
was  on  the  northern  fide  of  an  arm  of  the  found 
leading  to  the  north- weftward,  a  little  more  than 
half  a  mile  wide,  prefenting  as  gloomy  and  dif- 
mal  an  afpeft  as  nature  could  well  be  fuppofed 
to  exhibit,  had  fhe  not  been  a  little  aided  by  ve- 
getation ;  which  though  dull  and  uninterefting, 
fcreened  from  our  fight  the  dreary  rocks  and  pre- 
cipices that  compofevthefe  defolate  fhores,  efpe« 
cially  on  the  northern  fide ;  as  the  oppofite  fhore, 
though  extremely  rude  and  mountainous,  pof- 
feffed  a  fmall  fpace  of  nearly  level  land,  ftretch- 
ing  from  the  wTater  fide,  on  which  fome  different 
forts  of  the  pine  tribe,  arbor  vitas,  maple,  and 

Vol.  II.  Q  the 
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the  oriental  arbutus,  feemed  to  grow  with  fome 
vigour,  and  in  a  better  foil. 

The  very  circumfcribed  view  that  wc  had  of 
the  country  here,  rendered  it  impoffible  to  form 
the  moft  diftant  idea  of  any  circumftances  rela- 
tive to  the  fituation  in  which  we  had  become 
ftationary ;  whether  compofed  of  iflands,  or  of 
fuch  arms  of  the  fea  as  we  had  lately  been  em- 
ployed in  examining,  or  how  long  there  was  a 
probability  of  our  remaining  in  anxious  expecta- 
tion for  the  return  of  our  friends.  Our  refidence 
here  was  truly  forlorn ;  an  awful  filence  per- 
vaded the  gloomy  forefts,  whilft  animated  na- 
ture feemed  to  have  deferted  the  neighbouring 
country,  whofe  foil  afforded  only  a  few  fmall 
onions,  fome  famphire,  and  here  and  there  bullies 
bearing  a  fcanty  crop  of  indifferent  berries.  Nor 
"was  the  fea  more  favorable  to  our  wants,  the 
fteep  rocky  fhores  prevented  the  ufe  of  the  feine, 
and  not  a  fifh  at  the  bottom  cculd  be  tempted 
to  take  the  hook. 

I  had  abfented  myfelf  from  the  prefent  Sur- 
veying excurfions,  in  order  to  procure  fome  ob- 
servations for  the  longitude  here,  and  to  arrange 
the  charts  of  the  different  furveys  in  the  order 
they  had  been  made.  Thefe,  when  fo  metho- 
dized, my  third  lieutenant  Mr.  Baker  had  un- 
dertaken to  copy  and  embellifh,  and  who,  in 
point  of  accuracy,  neatnefs,  and  fuch  difpatch  as 

circumftances 
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circumftances  admitted,  certainly  excelled  in  a 
very  high  degree.  To  conclude  our  operations 
up  to  the  prefent  period  fome  further  angles 
were  required.  Be  fide  thefe  I  was  defirous  of 
acquiring  fome  knowledge  of  the  main  channel 
of  the  gulf  we  had  quitted  on  Monday  afternoon, 
and  to  which  no  one  of  our  boats  had  been  di- 
rected. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  30th, 
I  fet  out  in  the  yawl  on  that  purfuit,  with  a  fa- 
vorable breeze  from  the  N.  W.  which  fhortly 
ihifted  to  the  oppofite  quarter,  and  blew  a  frelh 
gale,  attended  with  a  very  heavy  rain.  Having 
reached  by  ten  in  the  forenoon  no  further  than 
the  ifland  under  which  we  had  anchored  at  mid- 
night on  the  25th,  a  profpe6l  of  a  certain  conti- 
nuance of  the  unfettled  weather  obliged  me  to 
abandon  my  defign,  and  return  to  the  fhip ; 
where  I  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  the  launch 
and  cutter  had  arrived  foon  after  my  departure, 
after  having  completed  the  examination  of  the 
continental  coaft  from  the  place  where  we  had 
left  it,  the  night  We  had  entered  the  found,  to 
about  three  leagues  north- weft  ward  of  our  pre* 
fent  ftation,  making  the  land  near  which  we 
were  then  at  anchor  on  our  northern  fide,  an 
ifland,  or  a  clufter  of  iflands  of  confiderable  ex- 
tent. Thefe  gentlemen  were  likewife  of  opinion, 
that  all  the  land  before  us  to  the  weftward  and 

Q  2  N.  W. 
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N.  W*  from  its  infular  appearance,  formed  an 
immenfe  archipelago ;  but  knowing  Mr.  John- 
ftone  was  dire&ed  to  examine  that  quarter,  and 
coming  w  ithin  fight  of  the  Ihips,  they  had  re- 
turned on  board  for  further  inftru&ions. 

On  the  commencement  of  their  furvey,  they 
found  the  continental  fhore  continue  nearly  in 
its  N.  W,  direction  to  the  eaftern  point  of  en- 
trance into  this  found,  which  I  called  Point 
Sarah,  and  is  fituated  in  latitude  50°  4l/ lon- 
gitude 235°  25|';  its  oppofite  point,  which  I 
named  Point  Mary,  lying  N.  72  W.  about 
half  a  league  diftant ;  from  point  Sarah  they  pro- 
ceeded along  the  continental  ihore  up  a  very  nar- 
row- channel,  rendered  almoft  inacceffible  by  the 
number  of  funken  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  which 
it  contained.  It  was  found  to  lead  in  a  fouth- 
eafterly  direction,  almoft  parallel  with,  and  two 
or  three  miles  from,  the  northern  fhore  of  the 
gulf  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  leagues,  with 
a  fmaller  branch  near  the  middle,  extending  about 
a  league  from  its  northern  lliore  to  the  N.  N.  E. 
From  this  channel  they  continued  along  the  con- 
tinental ihore  in  an  eafterly  and  N.  E.  direction, 
which  led  to  that  part  of  the  coaft  under  the  in- 
fpe6tion  of  Senr  Valdes.  The  eaftern  fliore,  for 
the  fpace  of  two  leagues,  was  found  much  in- 
dented ;  and  feveral  fmall  iflands  and  rocks  were 
feen  lying  near  it  to  the  latitude  of  50°  lon- 
gitude 
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gitude  235°  35'.  Here  thefe  rocky  iflets  difap- 
peared,  and  the  coaft  took  a  winding  courfe 
N.  W.  and  weftward,  to  a  point  bearing  from 
the  above  ftation  N.  35  W.  diftant  about  two 
leagues,  and  forming  the  eaft  point  of  an  arm  of 
the  found,  whofe  entrance,  about  half  a  league 
wide,  has  two  iflets  lying  in  it.  About  a  mile 
up  this  arm  they  met  Sen1'  Valdes,  who  inform- 
ed them  he  had  thoroughly  explored  that  place, 
and  that  in  the  channel  leading  to  the  north- 
weft  ward  he  had  fpoken  with  Mr.  Johnftone, 
fo  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  a  paflage  to 
the  fliips  by  that  route.  Senr  Valdes  intimated 
that  he  confidered  any  further  inveftigation  of 
that  place  totally  unnecefiary ;  but  the  officers 
not  having  on  this  occaflon  any  directions  of  a 
difcretionary  nature,  acted  according  to  the  di- 
rections they  had  formerly  received  for  the  exe- 
cution of  fuch  fervice,  and  profecuted  its  exami- 
nation. They  found  it  extend  in  an  irregular 
north- eafterly  direction  to  the  latitude  of  50°  22', 
longitude  235°  46',  where  it  terminated  in  fhal-r 
low  water  and  a  littje  low7  land  ;  through  which 
flowed  two  fmall  rivulets.  In  thefe  rivulets,  and 
on  the  fhoal  parts,  feveral  wears  were  erected. 
Along  the  fhores  of  the  upper  part  of  this  arm, 
which  are  moftly  compofed  of  high  fteep  barren 
rocks,  were  feveral  fences  formed  by  thin  laths, 
ftuck  either  in  the  ground,  or  in  the  chinks  of 

Q  3  the 
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the  rocks,  with  others  placed  along  them  ;  fome 
in  horizontal,  others  in  oblique,  and  different  di- 
rections. Ranges  of  thefe  were  fixed  along  tlje 
rocky  cliffs  in  the  line  of  the  fhore,  others  varied 
from  that  direction,  and  from  their  appearance 
were  fuppofed  to  be  intended  for  the  purpofe  of 
drying  fifli ;  but  as  fimilar  works,  though  per- 
haps not  quite  fo  extenfive,  had  been  often  ob- 
feiVed  without  being  appropriated  to  that  ufe, 
and  always  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  any 
known  habitation  ;  the  objed:  they  were  defigned 
for,  remained  as  uncertain  to  us,  as  the  applica- 
tion of  the  high  beacons  we  found  fo  frequently 
erected  on  the  more  fouthern  part  of  New 
Georgia. 

The  furrounding  country  up  this  arm  nearly 
correfponded  writh  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Howe's  found  ;  and,  like  it,  was  nearly  deftitute 
of  inhabitants.  Two  canoes  w7ere  feen,  wThich 
the  owners  had  very  recently  quitted,  as  their 
garments  and  many  of  their  utenfils  were  re- 
maining in  them,  to  which  the  officers  added 
fome  articles  of  iron,  copper,  beads,  and  other 
trinkets.  From  hence  they  directed  their  courfe 
towards  the  fhip,  and  arrived  as  before  ftated. 
The  country  they  had  vifited  differed  little,  ex- 
cepting in  one  or  two  fmall  Ipots,  from  the 
region  in  which  we  were  then  ftationed :  the 
whole  prefented  one  defolate,  rude,  and  inhof- 

pitable 
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pitable  afpe6i.    It  has  already  been  confidered 
as  not  entirely  destitute  of  the  human  race  ;  and 
that  it  had  been  more  populous  than  at  prefent, 
■was  manifefted  by  the  party  having  difcovered 
an  extenfive  deferted  village,  computed  to  have 
been  the  refidence  of  nearly  three  hundred  per- 
fons.    It  was  built  on  a  rock,  whofe  perpendi- 
cular cliffs  were  nearly  inacceffible  on  every  fide  ; 
and  connected  with  the  main,  by  a  low  narrow 
neolS:  of  land,  about  the  centre  of  which  grew  a 
tree,  from  whofe  branches  planks  were  laid  to 
the  rock,  forming  by  this  means  a  communica- 
tion that  could  eafily  be  removed,  to  prevent 
their  being  molefted  by  their  internal  unfriendly 
neighbours  ;  and  prote&ed  in  front,  which  was 
prefented  to  the  fea,  from  their  external  enemies, 
by  a  platform,  which,  with  much  labour  and  in- 
genuity had  been  conftru^led  on  a  level  with 
their  houfes,  and  overhung  and  guarded  the  rock. 
This;,  with  great  liability,  was  formed  by  large 
timbers  judicioufly  placed  for  fupporting  each 
other  in  every  direction ;  their  lower  ends  were 
well  fecured  in  the,  chafms  of  the  rocks  about 
half  way  to  the  water's  edge,  admitting  the  plat- 
form to  be  fo  projected  as  to  command  the  foot 
of  the  rock  againft  any  attempt  to  ffcorm  the  vil- 
lage.   The  whole  feemed  fo  fkilfully  contrived, 
and  fo  firmly  and  well  executed,  a3  rendered  it 

Q,  4  difficult 
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difficult  to  be  confidered  the  work  of  the  untu- 
tored tribes  we  had  been  accuftomed  to  meet ; 
had  not  their  broken  arms  and  implements,  with 
parts  of  their  manufactured  garments,  plainly 
evinced  its  inhabitants  to  be  of  the  fame  race. 

Whilft  examining  thefe  abandoned  dwellings, 
and  admiring  the  rude  citadel  proje&ed  for  their 
defence,  our  gentlemen  were  fuddenly  alfailed 
by  an  unexpe&ed  numerous  enemy,  whofe  le- 
gions made  fo  furious  an  attack  upon  each  of 
their  perfons,  that  unable  to  vanquifh  their  foes, 
or  to  fuftain  the  conflict,  they  rulhed  up  to  their 
necks  in  water.  This  expedient,  however,  proved 
ineffe&ual ;  nor  was  it  till  after  all  their  clothes 
were  boiled,  that  they  were  difengaged  from  an 
immenfe  hord  of  fleas,  which  they  had  difturbed 
by  examining  too  minutely  the  filthy  garments 
and  apparel  of  the  late  inhabitants. 

The  weather  continued  very  rainy  and  unplea- 
fant  until  the  forenoon  of  Saturday  the  lft  of 
July,  when,  on  its  clearing  up,  Mr.  Puget  and 
Mr.  Whidbey  were  again  difpatched,  to  execute 
the  tafk  I  had  the  preceding  day  attempted ;  as 
likewife  to  gain  fome  information  of  the  fouthetti 
fide  of  the  gulf,  and  the  broken  country,  which 
exifted  between  it  and  our  prefent  anchorage, 

The  fecurities  about  the  head  of  the  Difcovery 
being  conftantly  out  of  repair,  our  carpenters 

were 
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were  now  employed  on  that  fervice  ;  and,  here 
alfo,  we  brewed  fome  fpruce-beer,  which  was 
excellent. 

The  next  day,  Monday  the  2d,  in  the  after- 
noon, Mr.  Johnitone  returned,  who,  after  having 
met  Senr  Valdes,  as  before  ftated,  abandoned  his 
purfuit  of  that  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
main  fhore  leading  to  the  eaftward,  and  profc- 
cuted  his  refearches  in  the  oppofite  direction, 
leading  to  the  weft,  N.  W.  and  to  the  north,  in 
a  chanriel  of  an  irregular  width,  where,  after  ex- 
amining a  fmall  opening,  in  a  northerly  direction, 
he  fhortly  difcovered  another,  about  two  miles 
wide,  in  latitude  52°  2  I/,  longitude  235 "  (/;  along 
which,  he  kept  the  ftarboard  or  eaftern  fhore  on 
board,  which  was  compact ;  but  the  weftern  fide, 
for  fome  miles  on  which  fome  fires  were  ob- 
ferved,  feemed  fome  what  divided  by  water.  This 
inlet,  in  general,  from  one  to  two  miles  wide,  led 
them  in  an  irregular  northern  diredtion  to  the  la- 
titude of  50°  52',  longitude  235°  lg',  where,  in 
the  ufual  manner,  it  terminated  by  a  fmall  tra6l 
of  low  land,  from  <  whence  a  Dial  low  bank 
ftretched  into  the  arm, which  foon  increafed,from 
2  to  50,  70,  and  100  fathoms  in  depth,  and  then 
became  unfathomable.  Behind  this  low  fmall 
ipot  of  land,  the  mountains  rofe  very  abruptly, 
divided  by  two  deep  vallies,  whence  iffued  ftreams 
of  frefla  water,  though  not  fufficiently  capacious 

to 
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to  admit  the  boats.  .In  thele  vallies,  and  on  the 
low  plains,  pine-trees  grew  to  a  tolerable  fize  ; 
the  few  feen  on  the  mountains  were  of  very 
fhinted  growth.  High  ftecp  barren  rocks,  capped 
with  fnow,  formed  the  fides  of  this  channel,  the 
water  of  which  at  its  head,  was  nearly  frefh,  and 
of  a  pale  colour,  as  was  that  in  the  arm  where 
Mr.  Puget  met  Sen'  Valdes.  It  was*  i3>oon  on  the 
30th  before  we  reached  that  part  of  the  weftern 
fhqre,  which  had  appeared  broken,  and  on  which 
the  fires  of  the  natives  had  been  abferved  on  en- 
tering this  channel,  which  I  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Bute's  Channel.  Here  was  found 
an  Indian  village,  fituated  on  the  face  of  a  fteep 
rock,  containing  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of 
the  natives,  fome  few  of  whom  had  vifited  our 
party  in  their  way  up  the  channel,  and  now  many 
came  off  in  the  moft  civil  and  friendly  manner, 
with  a  plentiful  fupply  of  frefh  herrings  and  other 
fifh,  which  they  bartered  in  a  fair  and  honefl  way 
for  nails.  Thefe  were  of  greater  value  amongft 
them,  than  any  other  articles  our  people  had  to 
offer.  From  the  point  on  which  this  village  is 
ere&ed,  in  latitude  50°  24-',  longitude  235°  8',  a 
very  narrow  opening  was  feen  ftretching  to  the 
weft  ward,  and  through  it  flowed  fo  ftrong  a  cur- 
rent, that  the  boats,  unable  to  row  againft  it, 
were  hauled  by  a  rope  along  the  rocky  fhores 
forming  the  pafTage.  In  this  fatiguing  fervice  the 

Indians 
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Indians  voluntarily  lent  their  aid  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power,  and  were  rewarded  for  their  cordial 
difmterefted  affiftance,  much  to  their  flitisfatlion. 
Having  palled  thefe  narrows,  the  channel  widen- 
ed, and  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  decreafed.  Mr. 
Johnftone,  in  the  cutter,  had  alone  been  able  to 
pafs  ;  to  whom  it  was  evident  that  this  narrow 
paffage  had  communication  with  fome  very  ex- 
tenfive  inlet  of  the  fea;  but,  as  the  weather  was 
now  very  boifterous,  with  heavy  rain,  and  a  thick 
haze,  and  as  the  launch  had  not  yet  made  her 
appearance,  he  returned  in  fearch  of  her,  and 
found  the  party  ufing  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
get  through  the  narrows  by  the  fame  friendly 
affiftance  of  the  natives  he  had  before  experien- 
ced ;  which  being  now  no  longer  required  thefe 
good  people  returned  to  their  habitations,  appa- 
rently well  fatisfied  with  the  kind  offices  they 
had  rendered,  and  the  acknowledgments  they 
had  received.    The  boats  now  fought  fheiter 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  in  a  fmall 
cove  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  arm  they  had  quit- 
ted, where  the  fame  caufe  operated  to  detain 
them  until  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July,  when 
the  time  for  which  they  were  fupplied  with  pro- 
visions being  nearly  expired,  it  was  deemed  moft 
expedient  to  return  to  the  fhips. 

By  thefe  two  expeditions  the  boundary  of  the 
continental  fhore  was  completely  afcertained  to 

the 
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the  above  narrow  paflage  ;  and  the  ftrongeft  pre- 
emption induced  that  the  whole  of  the  coaft  on 
our  weftern  fide,  fouthward  of  that  paflage  was 
compofed  of  innumerable  iflands. 

The  weather  being  tolerably  fair,  Mr.  John- 
ftone  and  Mr.  S  waine  were  the  next  day, Wednes- 
day the  5th,  again  difpatched  with  a  week's  pro- 
vifions,  to  examine  the  continental  ihore  through 
the  narrow  pailage  from  whence  they  had  return- 
ed ;  by  the  means  of  which,  and  the  furvey  then 
profecuting  under  Lieutenant  Puget  and  Mr. 
Whidbey,  who  were  to  commence  their  inqui- 
ries in  an  oppofke  point,  the  whole  extent  of  the 
gulf  would  be  finally  determined  ;  or,  in  the 
trvent  of  the  Indian's  information  being  correct, 
its  further  navigable  communication  to  the  north- 
ward would  be  difcovered. 

By  what  I  had  feen  of  the  gulf  on  the  even- 
ing we  entered  this  found,  though  its  weftern 
extremity  was  certainly  bounded,  yet  the  appear- 
ance of  the  land  in  that  direction  favored  the  opi- 
nion of  its  being  compofed  of  iflands,  though  the 
whole  might  be  united  by  low  land  not  percep- 
tible at  fo  great  a  diftance. 

On  Friday  the  5th  in  the  afternoon,  the  officers 
in  the  launch  and  cutter  returned,  from  whom  I 
underftood,  that  they  had  found  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  gulf  of  Georgia,  from  that  part  oppofite 
to  point  Marfhall,  to  be  compadt,  rifing  in  a  gentle 

afcent 
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afcent  from  the  fea  fliore  to  the  inland  moun- 
tains, (fome  of  which  were  covered  with  fnow) 
wearing  a  pleafant  and  fertile  appearance  ;  along 
this  fhore  they  continued  their  route  and  entered 
an  inlet,  whofe  eaftern  fide  is  formed  by  a  long 
narrow  peninfula,  the  fouth  extreme  of  which  is 
fituatedin  latitude  50°,  longitude  235°  Q'.  This 
promontory,  after  my  firft  lieutenant,  who  had 
alfo  difcovered  the  inlet  from  the  top  of  a  moun- 
tain he  had  afcended  in  this  neighbourhood,  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Point  Mudge.  It  forms  a 
channel  with  the  main  land  of  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  gulf  of  about  a  mile  in  width,  nearly  in 
a  N.  N.  W.  direction ;  this  was  purfued  about 
three  or  four  leagues  without  any  apparent  ter~ 
mination ;  the  further  they  advanced  the  more 
extenfive  it  was  found.  The  tide,  which  was 
regular,  was  alfb  rapid,  and  the  flood  evidently 
came  from  the  north- weftward ;  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  indicating  the  channel  to  be  of  confider- 
able  extent,  they  returned  to  communicate  this 
intelligence. 

On  point  Mudge  was  a  very  large  village  of 
the  natives,  many  of  whom  vifited  the  party  on 
their  paffing  and  repaffing  by  it,  who  uniformly 
conduced  themfelves  with  the  greateft  civility 
and  refpe£t.  On  the  weftern  fhore,  immediately  j 
without  the  entrance  of  the  inlet,  they  found  a 
rivulet  of  excellent  frefli  water.    The  paflage  up 

the 
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the  inlet  is  perfectly  free  from  danger,  and  affords 
good  anchorage.  Round  point  Mudge,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  half  a  mile,  is  a  ledge  of  funken 
rocks  ;  thefe  are,  however,  eafily  avoided  by  the 
weeds  which  they  produce.  From  hence  their 
way  was  dire&ed  to  the  northward,  in  order  to 
pin  the  fhip  through  the  broken  land  that  exifts 
between  our  prcfent  ftation  and  point  Mudge. 
This  was  effe&ed  through  a  very  intricate  chan- 
nel full  of  funken  rocks  and  rocky  iflets,  leading 
them  to  the  north  point  of  the  ifland  which 
formed  our  S.  W.  fhore,  and  bearing  from  hence 
N.  53  W.  diftant  about  four  miles. 

After  receiving  this  information,  I  waited  with 
no  little  impatience  the  return  of  the  other 
boat  party  ;  in  the  hope  that,  if  no  intelligence 
ihould  be  derived  to  facilitate  the  progrefs  of  the 
ihips,  there  was  yet  a  great  probability  of  finding 
a  more  comfortable  refting  place  than  that  we 
then  occupied.  This  afforded  not  a  {ingle  prof- 
pcit  that  was  plcafing  to  the  eye,  the  fmalleft  re- 
creation on  fhore,  nor  animal  nor  vegetable  food, 
excepting  a  very  fcanty  proportion  of  thofe  eat- 
ables already  defcribed,  and  of  which  the  adjacent 
country  was  foon  exhaufted,  after  our  arrival. 
Nor  did  our  exploring  parties  meet  w  ith  a  more 
abundant  fupply,  whence  the  place  obtained  the 
name  of  Desolation  Sound  ;  where  our  time 
would  have  palled  infinitely  more  heavily,  had  it 

not 
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not  been  relieved  by  the  agreeable  fociety  of  our 
Spanifh  friends. 

The  week,  for  which  Mr.  Johnftone  and  his 
party  were  furnifhed  with  fupplies,  having  been 
expired  fome  time,  I  began  to  be  anxioufly  fo- 
licitous  for  their  wxlfare  ;  when,  about  two  in 
the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  12th,  I  had  the  fa- 
tisfadiion  of  having  their  arrival  announced,  all 
i#ell,  and  that  a  paffage  leading  into  the  Pacific 
Ocean  to  the  north- weft  ward  had  been  difcovered, 

Mr.  Johnftone  had  fucceeded  in  finding  his 
way  into  the  arm  leading  to  the  weft  ward  through 
the  narrgws,  where  they  were  affifted  by  the 
friendly  natives,  about  a  league  to  the  fouth  of 
the  paffage  by  which  he  had  before  entered  it ; 
making  the  intermediate  land,  lying  before  the 
entrance  into  Bute's  channel,  nearly  a  round 
ifland  three  or  four  leagues  in  circuit,  which  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Stuart's  Island.  This 
channel  was  not  lefs  intricate  than  the  other, 
neither  of  which  he  confidered  a  fafe  navigation 
for  fhipping,  owing  to  their  being  fo  narrow,  to 
the  irregular  diredion  and  rapidity  of  the  tides, 
and  to  the  great  depth  of  water  ;  which  even 
clofe  to  the  fhore,  was  no  where  lefs  than  fixty 
fathoms.  I\)m  this  paffage  the  northern  fhore 
was  purfued,  and  two  fmall  arms  leading  to  the 
N.  W.  each  about  a  league  in  extent,  were 
examined.    Here  was  met  a  canoe  in  which 

were 
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were  three  Indians,  who  fled  to  the  woods  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation,  leaving  their  canoe  on 
the  fhorc.  In  it  Mr.  Johftftone  depofited  fome 
trifling  articles,  in  the  hope  of  diflipating  by  this 
means,  their  ill-grounded  apprehenfion  of  danger. 
As  he  proceeded,  he  pafled  a  fpacious  opening 
leading  to  the  S.  W.  which  he  fuppofed  commu- 
nicated with  the  gulf  fome  diftance  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  our  prefent  ftation.  The  principal  chan- 
nel of  the  weftern  arm  ftill  preferving  a  weft  di- 
rection, was  about  a  mile  wide  ;  and  as  they  ad- 
vanced in  it,  they  arrived  at  another  branch 
nearly  about  the  fame  width,  in  latitude  50°  20/ 
longitude  23  1°  35',  with  an  iflet  and  fome  rocks 
lying  off  its  eaft  point  of  entrance.  Conformably 
to  our  mode  of  tracing  the  continental  ftiore, 
they  were  led  up  this  opening  ;  and  in  the  night 
found  thenifelves  incommoded  by  the  flood  tide, 
although  they  had  conceived  from  their  former 
obfervations  on  the  tides,  that,  at  the  time  of 
their  being  difturbed  at  their  refting  place  on 
fhore,  it  would  be  nearly  low  water,  as  the  moon 
was  then  paffing  the  meridian.  But,  as  the  tide 
here  varied  upw  ards  of  four  hours  earlier  than  in 
the  gulf  of  Georgia,  and  as  the  night  had  been 
ftill  and  pleafant,  no  accidental  caufe  could  be 
referred  to,  which  was  likely  to  have  produced 
fo  material  an  alteration  :  the  period  of  flowing, 
however,  nearly  correfponded  with  that  of  the 

tides 
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tides  at  Nootka,  and  on  the  fea-coaft  to  the  north 
of  that  place;  which  left  little  doubt,  in  the  mind 
of  Mr.  Johnftone,  that  this  unexpected  circum- 
ftance  had  been  occafioned  by  the  channel  they 
were  in  communicating  with  the  ocean  to  the 
north- weflvvard.  The  examination  of  the  arm 
was  continued,  the  next  morning,  to  the  latitude 
of  50°  4  f/,  longitude  234°  41',  where  it  was 
thought  to  end.  But  this  appearance  proved  to 
be  a  contraction  only  of  the  channel,  by  two  in- 
terlocking points,  from  whence  the  Spaniards, 
who  afterwards  purfued  its  courfe,  found  its  final 
termination  in  a  N.  E.  by  N.  direction  about  three 
leagues  further.  They  again  reached  the  en- 
trance in  the  evening,  where  the  party  refted  for 
the  night.  This  channel,  which  I  diftinguifhed 
by  the  name  of  Loughborough's  Channel, 
was  about  a  mile  wide,  between  fteep  and  nearly 
perpendicular  mountains,  from  whofe  lofty  fum- 
mits  the  diffolving  fnow  defcended  down  their 
rugged  fides  in  many  beautiful  cafcades.' 

In  the  morning  of  the  Oth,  their  refearches 
were  continued  along  vthe  weftern  channel,  in 
which  they  found  the  tide  favoring  their  former 
conjectures,  by  the  flood  evidently  approaching 
them  from  the  weftward.  About  two  leagues  to 
the  weft  of  the  arm  they  had  quitted,  the  chan- 
nel again  branched  off  in  two  directions,  one 
liretching  a  little  to  the  northward,  the  other  a 
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little  to  the  fouthward  of  weft.  The  former  de- 
manded their  attention  firft,  and  was  found  to  be 
an  intricate  channel,  containing  many  funken 
rocks  and  rocky  iflets,  occafioning  great  irregu- 
larity in  the  tides,  which  were  here  extremely 
violent ;  this  continued  about  two  leagues,  where 
the  channel  widened,  and  the  water  became  lefs 
agitated.  Their  courfe  along  the  continental 
fhore  led  them  into  a  continuation  of  the  wef- 
tern  channel,  which  they  had  forfaken  for  the 
purpofe  of  purfuing  this  more  northerly  one  along 
the  Ihore  of  the  main  land,  by  which  means  the 
fouthern  fide  of  the  channel  they  had  paffed 
through  was  proved  to  be  an  ifland,  about  four 
leagues  in  extent.  From  hence  they  continued 
along  the  northern  fhore  of  the  great  weftern 
channel  for  the  moft  part  upwards  of  half  a 
league  wide,  in  the  firm  reliance  of  finding  it 
lead  to  the  ocean.  Under  this  impreffion,  Mr. 
Johnftone  thought  it  of  importance  to  afcertain 
that  fad:  as  fpeedily  as  poffible ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe, he  fleered  over  to  the  fouthern  fhore,  leav- 
ing fome  openings,  with  fbme  iflands  and  rocks, 
on  the  northern  fide,  for  future  examination. 
The  fouthern  fnore  was  found  nearly  ftraight,  and 
intire,  rifmg  abruptly  from  the  fea  to  mountains 
of  great  height.  Here  they  paffed  fome  fmall 
habitations  of  the  natives,  but  the  northern  fhore 
prefented  not  the  leaftfign  of  its  being  inhabited 

to 
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to  the  weftward  of  the  narrows.  A  flow  progrefs 
was  now  made  to  the  weftward,  in  confequence 
of  a  frefh  gale  from  that  quarter,  moft  part  of  the 
day  ;  and  the  nights  and  mornings,  often  ob- 
fcured  in  a  thick  fog,  were  generally  calm. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  they  were  much 
furprized  by  the  report  of  a  gun  at  no  very  great 
diftance.    This  was  immediately  anfwered  by  a 
fwivel  ;  but  no  return  was  heard.    On  the  fog 
clearing  away,  a  fmall  canoe  appeared,  which 
attended  them  until  they  reached  a  village  of 
greater  confequence,  in  point  of  fize,  than  any 
they  had  before  feen,  fituated  on  the  front  of  a 
hill  near  the  fea-lide.    The  twro  Indians  in  the 
canoe,  finding  they  were  feen  by  thofe  on  fhore, 
ventured  alongfide  our  boats ;  and,  in  the  canoe 
was  a  mufket  with  its  appendages,  and  an  eagle 
recently  fhot,  which  eafily  accounted  for  the  dis- 
charge heard  in  the  fog.   As  they  approached  the 
village  feveral  canoes  vifited  the  party  ;  each  of 
which  was  armed  with  a  mufket,  and  provided 
with   ammunition ;    in  one  canoe  there  wrere 
three ;  thefe  were  considered  as  belonging  to  a 
chief,  who  informed  the^n,  that  the  village  was 
under  the  authority  of  Maqulnna*,  the  chief  of 
Nootka,  wrho,  they  gave  our  party  reafori  to  be- 
lieve, was  then  on  fhore.    The  village  had  the 

*  So  called  by  the  Spaniards,  but  known  by  the  name  of 
Maqui/Ia  by  the  Englifh. 
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appearance  of  being  conftrud:ed  with  much  re- 
gularity ;  its  inhabitants  numerous,  and  all  feem- 
ingly  well  armed :  under  thefe  circumftances  it 
was  pa£Ted  by,  without  further  inquiry,  agree- 
ably to  our  eftabliflhed  maxim,  never  to  court  a 
danger  on  fliore  when  neceffity  did  not  compel 
our  landing. 

A  fmall  fandy  ifiand,  lying  to  the  eaftward  of 
the  village,  affords  between  it  and  the  land  on 
which  the  town  is  fituated,  a  fmall,  but  very 
commodious,  anchorage.  This  is  riot,  however, 
to  be  approached  by  the  paffage  to  the  fouth  of 
the  ifland,  that  being  navigable  only  for  very  fmall 
craft.  To  the  fouth  of  the  village  a  valley  ex- 
tended, apparently  to  a  considerable  diftance,  in 
a  fouth-wefterly  direction.  Through  it  a  very  fine 
ftream  of  frefli  water  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea, 
and,  from  the  many  wears  that  were  feen  in  it,  it 
was  unqueftionably  well  {locked  with  fifli,  though 
not  any  w7as  offered  for  fale,  notwithstanding  the 
folicitation  of  our  party,  in  the  Nootka  language, 
with  which  the  natives  feemed  well  acquainted. 

Alter  the  chief  had  received  fome  prefents, 
amongft  which  copper  feemed  to  him  the  molt 
valuable,  he,  with  moil  of  his  companions,  re- 
turned to  the  fli ore ;  and,  on  landing,  fired  fe- 
verafomufkets,  to  Ihew,  in  all  probability,  with 
what  dexterity  they  could  ufe  thefe  weapons,  to 
which  they  feemed  as  familiarized  as  if  they  had 

been 
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been  accuftomed  to  fire-arms  from  their  earlieft 
infancy. 

The  Ihores  on  each  fide  of  the  channel  had 
materially  decreafed  in  height.  That  to  the 
northward  appeared  very  much  broken,  and  moft- 
ly  compofed  of  iflands  ;  whilft  that  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  which  was  purfued,  remained  compact 
and  entire.  The  iflands  to  the  north  wxre  ge- 
nerally formed  by  low  land  near  the  fhore,  rifmg 
to  a  moderate  height,  well  wooded,  and  on  them 
the  fmoke  of  feveral  fires  was  obferved.  This 
circumftance,  together  with  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants on  the  fouth^rn  fhore,  and  the  many  ca- 
noes that  were  feen  paffing  and  repaffing,  evi- 
dently befpoke  this  country  to  be  infinitely  more 
populous  than  the  fhores  of  the  gulf  of  Georgia. 

The  evening  brought  our  party  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  compait  fouthern  fhore  in  its  weft 
direction,  by  a  narrow  channel  leading  to  the 
fouth ;  and  the  main  arm,  which  from  that  fla- 
tion  took  a  north  direction,  fpread  very  confi- 
derably  ;  but  the  view  to  the  weft  ward  was  great- 
ly interrupted  by  fmall  iflands.  In  the  hope  of 
reaching  the  wefternmoft  ifland  in  fight,  and  by 
that  means  of  ^determining  the  great  object  of 
their  parfuit,  they  proceeded  with  ga  frefli  gale 
from  the  eaft,  attended  by  a  great  fall  of  rain, 
until  midnight ;  when,  fuppofing  themfelves  at 
the  limits  they  had  feen  before  it  was  dark*  they 

R  3  came 
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came  to  a  grapnell  under  the  lee  of  a  fmall  iiland, 
which  in  fome  degree  Iheltered  them  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  night.  This  extremely  un- 
pleafant  weather  continued  without  intermiftion, 
the  whole  of  the  next  day,  and  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th.  They  had  now  been  abfent  fix 
days  out  of  the  feven  for  which  they  had  been 
provided,  and  the  fmall  remains  of  their  ftock 
were  becoming  hourly  more  infufficient  for  the 
diftant  voyage  they  had  yet  to  perform  in  re- 
turning to  the  fhips,  which  greatly  increafed  the 
mortification  they  experienced  by  this  very  un- 
looked  for  detention ;  but  a  wefterly  wind  and 
pleafant  weather  returning  with  the  morning  of 
the  10th,  they  rowed  to  an  illand  confpicuoufly 
fituated,  from  whence  their  expectations  were 
gratified  by  a  clear  though  diftant  view  of  the 
expanfive  ocean.  The  land  conftituting  the  dif- 
ferent fhores  of  the  paftage  appeared  of  mode- 
rate height,  much  broken,  and  feemed  to  form 
various  other  channels  to  fea.  This  was  how- 
ever the  mod  capacious  ;  the  wefternmoft  land 
of  which,  on  the  northern  fide,  bore  by  compafs 
N.  62  W.  about  five  leagues  ;  and  the  weftern- 
moft land  on  the  fouthern  fide  N.  80  W.  about 
four  leagues  diftant.  This  illand  obtained  the 
name  of  Alleviation  Island,  from  whence 
they  directed  their  courfe  homeward,  being  up- 
wards of  120  miles  from  the  fhips. 

Impelled 
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Impelled  by  reafons  of  the  rnoft  preffing  na- 
ture, no  time  was  loft  in  taking  advantage  of  the 
prevailing  favorable  gale,  with  which  they  kept 
on  their  return  until  midnight,  when  as  ufual, 
they  landed  for  the  night  on  the  fouthern  (bore, 
nearly  oppofite  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland  that 
forms  the  fouth  fide  of  the  intricate  paffage  they 
had  pafled  through  on  the  6th.    As  the  furvey 
from  the  fhip  had  been  carried  on  by  that  route, 
and  confined  to  the  examination  of  the  northern 
or  continental  fhore  to  that  ftation,  through  paf- 
fages  rendered  by  various  impediments  ineligible 
as  a  navigation  for  the  fhips,  Mr.  Johnftone  was 
defirous  of  purfuing  another  which  led  more 
foutherly,  and  appeared  lefs  liable  to  fuch  objec- 
tions.   Though  he  much  regretted  the  loft  op- 
portunity of  returning  by  the  favorable  gale  that 
continued  all  night,  he  waited  the  approach  of 
day,  and  departing  with  the  dawn,  had  his  wifhes 
gratified  by  failing  through  a  clear  and  fpacious 
channel,  in  width  about  half  a  league,  without 
the  fmalleft  interruption,  or  the  leaft  irregularity 
in  the  tides.    The  fouthern  fhore,  which  from 
the  large  village  was  nearly  ftraight,  afforded 
fome  few  fmall  bays,  the  land  moftly  rifmg  in  an 
abrupt  manner  from  the  fea  to  mountains  of  con- 
siderable height,  divided  by  valleys  that  appeared 
to  extend  a  great  way  back  into  the  country ;  the 
fhores  were  tolerably  well  inhabited  by  the  na- 
il 4  tives 
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tives  who  lived  in  fmall  villages  near  the  water 
fide.  .The  northern  Chore  was  neither  fo  hisrh 
nor  fo  compact ;  feveral  detached  rocks  were 
feen  lying  near  it,  and  it  was,  generally  fpeak*. 
ing,  compofed  of  rugged  rocks,  in  the  fifiures  of 
.which  an  abundance  of  pine  trees  were  produced, 
conftituting,  as  on  the  fouthern  fliore,  one  intire 
foreft.  As  they  advanced  in  this  channel,  lead- 
ing nearly  in  an  eaft  and  weft  dire£lion,  they  ob- 
ferved  another  which  led  to  the  fouth,  fouth 
eaft  ward,  bearing  every  appearance  of  being  clear, 
navigable,  and  communicating  with  the  gulf ; 
and  one  alfo  ftretching  to  the  north-eaftward, 
which  they  had  little  doubt  was  the  fame  they 
had  feen  after  paffing  the  narrows  on  the  4th, 
leading  to  the  S.  W.  The  former  of  thefe  they 
much  wifhed  to  explore,  but  their  provifions  be-* 
ing  totally  exhaufted,  it  became  expedient  they 
ihouid  join  the  fhips  without  further  delay,  and 
therefore  purfued  that  leading  to  the  north-eaft- 
ward, by  which  they  arrived  as  already  related. 

This  information  left  me  fcarcely  a  doubt  that 
the  channel  Mr.  Johnftone  had  declined  purfu- 
ing  fouth  caftwardly  towards  the  gulf,  was  the 
fame  our  boats  had  entered  leading  to  the  north- 
ward from  point  Mudge,  and  which,  on  com- 
paring the  fketches  of  the  feveral  furvcys,  wats 
as  nearly  as  poffible  reduced  to  a  certainty.  I 
derived  no  fmall  degree  of  fatisfa$ion  Ixx  finding 
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my  expectations  fo'far  advanced,  for  had  our  ef- 
forts proved  ineffectual  in  difcovering  a  commu- 
nication with  the  ocean,  it  would  have  occupied 
the  remaining  part  of  the  fcafon  to  have  examined 
the  numerous  openings  on  the  oppofite  fhores  of 
the  gulf,  w7hich  were  now  proved  to  form  the 
north-eaftern  fide  of  an  extenfive  ifland  or  archi- 
pelago, on  whofe  fouth-weftern  coalt  Nootka  is 
fituated  ;  hence  this  talk  now  became  unnecek- 
fary,  and  I  was  flattered  w7ith  the  hope  of  yet  ex- 
tending our  rcfearches  during  the  fummer  months 
a  confiderable  diftance  to  the  northward. 

Senrs  Galiano  and  Valdes  I  made  acquainted 
wTith  our  difcoveries ;  and  wdth  my  intention  of 
departing,  in  confequence  of  the  information  w7e 
had  gained,  the  firft  favourable  moment. 

When  the  village  was  pointed  out  where  Ma- 
qiiinna  was  fuppofed  to  have  been,  Sen1'  Valdes 
was  of  opinion,  that  circumftance  was  highly 
probable,  knowing  he  had  authority  over  an  ex- 
tenfive country  to  the  north-w7eftward  of  Nootka. 

Thefe  gentlemen  received  fuch  information  of 
all  our  difcoveries  up  to  this  period  as  they  re- 
quired, and  now  begged  leave  to  decline  accom- 
panying us  further,  as  the  powers  they  pofielfed 
in  their  miferable  veffels,  were  unequal  to  a  co- 
operation with  us,  and  being  apprehenfive  their 
attendance  would  retard  our  progrefs.  Senr  Ga- 
liano favoured  me  with  a  copy  of  his  furvey,  and 

other 
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other  particulars  relative  to  this  inlet  of  the  fea, 
which  contained  alfo  that  part  of  the  neighbour- 
ing coaft  extending  north-weftward  from  the 
{traits  of  De  Fuca,  beyond  Nootka  to  the  lati- 
tude of  50°  3',  longitude  232°  48'.    He  likewife 
rave  me  a  letter  to  be  forwarded  to  Senr  Quadra 
at  Nootka,  by  Maquinna,  or  any  of  his  people 
with  whom  we  might  chance  to  meet,  together 
with  an  introductory  one  to  Sen1'  Quadra,  when 
I  ftiould  have  the  pleafure  of  meeting  him  at 
Nootka.    After  an  exchange  of  good  vvifhes,  we 
bad  each  other  farewell,  having  experienced  much 
fatisfa&ion,  and  mutually  received  every  kind- 
nefs  and  attention  that  our  peculiar  fituation 
could  afford  to  our  little  fociety.    From  thefe 
gentlemen  we  were  affurcd,  that  on  our  arrival 
at  Nootka  we  fhould  meet  a  mofh  cordial  recep- 
tion, and  be  more  pleafantly  fituated  than  wc 
could  imagine,  a,s  the  houfes  had  lately  under- 
gone a  thorough  repair,  and  all  the  gardens  had 
been  put  and  kept  in  the  higheft  order,  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  fo  delivered  into  our  poifeffiom 
With  a  light  breeze  from  the  north  ward,  in 
the  morning  of  Friday  the  13th,  we  weighed  and 
left  our  Spanifti  friends  at  anchor,  who  intended 
to  purfue  their  refearches  to  the  weftward  through 
the  channel  Mr.  Johnlione  had  difcovered  ;  and 
in  commemoration  of  whofe  exertions  was  by 
me  named  Johnstone's  Straits;   and  the 

ifland 
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ifland  defcribed  by  him  on  the  6th,  was  in  com- 
pliment to  Mr  Swaine,  who  commanded  the 
other  boat,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Hvrd- 
wicke's  Island,  after  the  noble  earl  of  that 
title  ;  towards  which  ftraits  our  courfe  was  now 
bent  to  the  fouthward,  trailing  we  fhould  find 
a  paffage  into  them  to  the  weltward  of  point 
Mud^e. 

Little  remains  further  to  add  refpe6ling  the 
ftation  we  had  juft  quitted,  but  to  ftate  the  ge- 
neral fatisfa£tion  that  prevailed  on  leaving  a  re- 
gion fo  truly  defolate  a*id  inhofpitable.  During 
our  ftay  at  that  gloomy  place,  I  was  enabled  to 
take  only  ten  fets  of  lunar  diftances ;  which, 
with  fix  fets  taken  at  our  anchor^e  near  the  en- 
trance of  the  found,  gave  a  mean  refult  for  the 
longitude  235°  5/  30".  Kendal's  chronometer, 
by  ten  fets  of  altitudes  taken  on  different  days, 
Hie  wed  the  mean  refult,  allowing  the  Birch  bay 
rate  to  be  235°  21/.  This  I  confidered  to  be 
nearer  the  truth  than  that  deduced  from  the  few 
lunar  obfervations  above  mentioned,  and  have 
accordingly  adopted  it  as  the  longitude  of  Def- 
lation found,  whofe  latitude  by  fix  meridional 
altitudes  of  the  fun  was  found  to  be  50°  1 l'. 
The  mean  refult  of  eighteen  fets  of  azimuths 
taken  on  board,  differing  from  17°45/  to  23°, 
gave  ig°  1 6/  eafterly  variation ;  feventeen  fets 
taken  on  fhore  differed  from  14°  2 6'  to  10°  30', 

gave 


251  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [>ULY, 

gave  a  mean  refuit  of  10°  variation  in  the  fame 
direction.  The  irregularity  of  the  tides  was  fuch 
that  no  correal  inferences  could  well  be  drawn. 
They  appeared  to  he  principally  influenced  by 
local  or  incidental  caufes  ;  poflfibly  by  the  opera- 
tion of  both.  They  were  greatly  affected  by  the 
direction  or  force  of  the  winds,  which  feemed  as 
equally  to  a 61  on  the  rife  and  the  fall,  as  on  the 
current  when  there  was  any.  This,  however, 
was  not  always  the  cafe  ;  as  in  the  courfe  of 
fome  days  there  would  not  be  the  leaft  percep- 
tible ftream  ;  and  in  others  a  very  rapid  one,  that 
generally  continued  in  the  fame  direction  twenty 
four  hours,  and  fometimes  longer.  The  time  of 
high  water  was  equally  vague  and  un  definable  ; 
this  I  attributed  to  its  infular  fituation,  nearly  at 
the  extremity  of  the  influence  of  two  tides  flow- 
ing from  directly  oppofite  points,  caufing  their 
divided  ftreams  to  act,  according  to  the  inci- 
dental circumftances  that  might  operate  upon 
them. 

In  this  route  we  paffed  through  the  a  11  em - 
blage  of  ifiands  and  rocks  lying  at  fome  diftance 
before  the  entrance  into  Dcfolation  found  ;  fome 
of  which  prelected  an  appearance  infinitely  more 
£:  atcful  than  that  of  the  interior  country.  Thefe 
were  moftly  of  a  moderate  height  from  the  fea, 
tolerably  well  wooded,  and  the  fhores  not  wholly 
compofed  of  rugged  rocks,  afforded  fome  fmall. 

bays 
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bays  bounded  by  fmdy  beaches.  The  wind  con* 
tinned  light  from  the  northern  quarter,  and  the 
weather  being  fercne.  and  plcafant,  made  a  moft 
agreeable  change.  Numberlefs  whales  enjoying 
the  feafon,  were  playing  about  the  fhip  in  every 
direction ;  as  were  alfo  fevcral  fcals  ;  the  latter 
had  been  feen  in  ereat  abundance  during;  our  re- 
fidence  in  Dcfolation  found,  and  in  all  the  re- 
mote excursions  of  our  boats,  but  they  were  fa 
extremely  watchful  and  fhy,  that  not  one  could 
be  taken.  Thefc  animals  feemed  to  have  had 
the  exclufive  poffeffi'on  of  the  gloomy  region  wre 
had  juft  quitted  ;  but  the  fcene  now  before  us 
was  more  congenial  to  our  minds,  not  only  from 
the  different  afpctl  of  the  fliores,  but  from  the 
attention  of  the  friendly  Indians,  who,  as  we 
were  eroding  the  gulf,  vifited  us  in  fevcral  ca- 
noes, with  young  birds,  mofily  lea  fowl,  fifh,  and 
fome  berries,  to  barter  for  our  trinkets  and  other 
commodities.  Soon  after  mid-day  we  anchored 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  point 
Madge,  in  3/  fathoms  water,  on  a  bottom  of 
black  fand  and  mud.  A  very  firong  jlood  tide 
came  from  the  northward,  and  although  nearly 
convinced  that  our  conjectures  were  right,  the 
Jaunch  and  cutter  with  lieutenant  Pugct  and  Mr. 
Whidbey,  wTere  immediately  difpatched  to  exa- 
mine the  channel  as  to  its  communication  with 
Johnftone's  ftraights  ;  that  in  the  event  of  there 
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being  any  obftru&ions  where  fuch  rapid  tides 
were  running,  we  might  have  Efficient  notice, 
and  be  prepared  to  avoid  them. 

From  the  village  fituated  on  point  Mudge,  we 
w  ere  vifited  by  feveral  of  the  natives,  who  brought 
fii'li  and  the  w  ild  fruits  of  their  country,  which 
they  exchanged  for  our  European  articles,  in  a 
very  fair  and  honeft  manner. 

After  dinner,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Menzies 
and  fome  of  the  officers,  I  went  on  fhore  to  re- 
turn the  vifit  of  our  friends,  and  to  indulge  our 
curiofity.    On  landing  at  the  village,  which  is 
fituated  a  little  to  the  N.  W.  within  the  pro- 
montory, and  nearly  at  the  fummit  of  a  ffceep 
fandy  cliff,  we  wTere  received  by  a  man  who  ap- 
peared to  be  the  chief  of  the  party.    He  ap- 
proached us  alone,  feemingly  with  a  degree  of 
formality,  though  w7ith  the  utmoft  confidence  of 
his  own  fecurity,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  fociety, 
apparently  numerous,  were  arranged  and  feated 
in  the  moft  peaceable  manner  before  their  houfes. 
I  made  him  fuch  prefents  as  feemed  not  only  to 
pleafe  him  exceffively,  but  to  confirm  him  in  the 
good  opinion  with  which  he  was  prepoffeffed  ; 
and  he  immediately  conducted  us  up  to  the  vil- 
lage by  a  very  narrowr  path  winding  diagonally  up 
the  cliff,  eftimated  by  us  to  be  about  an  hundred 
feet  in  height,  and  within  a  few  degrees  of  being 
perpendicular*    Clofe  to  the  edge  of  this  preci- 
pice 
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pice  ftood  the  village,  the  houfes  of  which  were 
built  after  the  fafhion  of  Noofka,  though  fmaller, 
not  exceeding  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  height,  nearly 
clofe  together  in  rows,  feparated  by  a  narrow 
paffage  fufficiently  wide  only  for  one  perfon.  On 
the  beach,  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff,  were  about 
feventy  canoes  of  fmall  dirnenfions,  though 
amongffc  them  were  fome  that  would  carry  at  leaft 
fifteen  perfons  with  great  convenience.  On  a 
computation,  therefore,  deduced  from  thefe  and 
other  circumftances,  we  were  led  to  confider  that 
this  village,  though  occupying  a  very  fmall  fpace, 
could  not  contain  lefs  than  three  hundred  per- 
fons. The  fpot  where  it  was  ere&ed  appeared 
to  be  well  chofen  to  infure  its  protection ;  the 
fteep  loofe  fandy  precipice  fecured  it  in  front, 
and  its  rear  was  defended  by  a  deep  chafm  in  the 
rocks ;  beyond  thefe  was  a  thick  and  nearly  im- 
penetrable fore  It :  fo  that  the  only  means  of  ac- 
cefs  was  by  the  narrow  path  we  had  afcended, 
which  could  eafily  be  maintained  againft  very 
fuperior  numbers.  Having  gratified  our  curiofity, 
and,  in  return  for  the  cordial  attention  of  thefe 
friendly  people,  made  our  acknowledgments  by 
prefents  of  fuch  trivial  articles  as  we  had  about 
us,  we  took  our  leave  of  the  village  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  indulging  ourfelves  before  dark,  with  a 
refrefhing  walk,  on  a  low  margin  of  land  ex- 
tending from  the  more  elevated  woodland  coun- 

try, 
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try,  fome  diflance  along  the  water-fide  to  the 
northward  ;  a  luxury  we  had  not  for  fome  time 
experienced.  In  this  excurfion,  which  wras  ex- 
tremely grateful  and  pleafant,  we  faw  two  fe- 
pulchrcs  built  wTith  plank  about  five  feet  in 
height,  feven  in  length,  and  four  in  breadth. 
Thefe  boards  were  curioufly  perforated  at  the 
ends  and  fides,  and  the  tops  covered  with  loofe 
pieces  of  plank,  as  if  for  the  purpofe  of  admit- 
ting as  great  a  circulation  of  air  as  poffible  to  the 
human  bones  they  enclofed>  which  were  evident- 
ly the  relics  of  many  different  bodies.  A  few  of 
the  Indians  attended  us  in  our  walk,  picking  the 
berries  from  the  trees  as  we  paffed,  and  with 
much  civility  prefenting  them  to  us  on  green 
leaves.  The  evening  approaching  obliged  us  to 
return  on  board,  againft  a  very  ftrong  ebb  tide. 

The  Chatham  having  been  detained  fome 
hours  in  Dcfolation  found  after  we  had  failed, 
had  now  arrived  and  anchored  near  us.  She  had 
been  flopped  by  her  anchor  when  nearly  half  up, 
hooking  a  rock  ;  every  means  that  coiiid  be  de- 
viled had  been  reforted  to  without  effect,  until 
the  moment  when  they  w7ere  about  to  cut  it 
away,  it  cleared  itfelf,  which  fortunately  faved 
the  anchor  and  cable. 

With  a  frefh  breeze  from  the  N.  W.  and  a 
continuation  of  pleafant  weather,  at  high  water 
about  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Saturday 

the 
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the  14th,  We  were  under  fail,  and  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  ebb  tide,  turned  about  four  leagues 
up  the  inlet  towards  a  commodious  anchoring 
place,  that  had  been  difcovered  by  our  boats,  and 
was  the  appointed  rendezvous  on  the  return  of 
the  launch  and  cutter.  About  fix  o'clock  we 
arrived  and  anchored  in  24  fathoms  water,  fandy 
bottom.  In- this  fituation  each  fide  of  the  arm 
formed  a  bay  affording  commodious  anchorage ; 
and  that  on  the  weftern  fide  being  the  molt  ex- 
tenfive  was  preferred.  Nearly  in  the  centre  is  a 
fhallow  bank  of  fand,  with  a  navigable  pafiage 
all  around  it.  The  fhips  were  flationed  between 
this  bank  and  the  north  fide  of  the  bay,  near  a 
fmall  Indian  village,  whofe  inhabitants  had  little 
to  difpofe  of,  though  they  were  very  civil  and 
friendly.  Whilfl:  turning  up  in  the  fhip,  many 
of  the  natives  came  off ;  but  the  fwiftnefs  of 
our  motion  prevented  their  coming  on  board* 

The  clearnefs  of  the  Iky  and  atmofphere  en- 
abled me  to  procure  fome  obfervations,  by  which 
our  latitude  was  afcertained  to  be  50°  7'  30/;. 
Ten  fets  of  lunar  diftances,  with  thofe  made  in 
Defolation  found,  amounting  in  all  to  twenty- 
fix  fets  taken  on  different  fides  of  the  moon, 
brought  forward  by  Kendal's  chronometer  and 
the  protraction,  agreeing  extremely  well  toge- 
ther ;  gave  the  mean  refult  of  the  longitude  by 
the  lunar  diftances  15/  15!/  to  the  weftward  of 
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the  watch.  On  fuch  authority,  however,  I 
could  not  poffibly  determine  that  the  chrono- 
meter erred  fo  materially ;  yet  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  was  not  gaining  at  the  rate  wre  had 
allowed  fince  our  departure  from  Birch  bay.  The 
true  longitude,  therefore,  of  the  refpe&ive  places 
hereafter  mentioned,  from  Defolation  found  to 
Nootka,  w7ill  be  deduced  from  fuch  obfervations 
as  I  was  enabled  to  make  at  the  latter  place  for 
corre&ing  the  error  of  the  chronometer;  by 
which,  according  to  the  Birch  bay  rate,  the  lon- 
gitude of  our  prefent  rendezvous  was  234*  5/'; 
its  true  longitude,  by  fubfequent  obfervations, 
234°  52£' ;  the  variation  of  the  compafs  by  three 
fets  of  azimuths,  1&°  30'  eaftwardly. 

From  point  Mudge  to  this  bay  the  channel  is 
nearly  ibraight;  the  weftern  fhore  is  compact, 
the  eaftern  one  has  fome  rocky  iflets  and  rocks 
lying  near  it ;  it  is  about  half  a  league  wide  ;  in 
turning  up  we  found  not  the  fmalleft  obftruc- 
tion ;  and  the  ihores  are  fufficiently  bold  for  vef- 
fels  to  ftand  as  ck>fe  to  them  as  inclination  may 
dire£L  Immediately  above  this  ftation  the  chan- 
nel contrails  to  afhort  half  mile,  by  the  projed^ 
ing  land  that  forms  the  north  fides  of  thefe  two 
bays,  and  by  an  ifland  on  the  eaftern  fhore  (na- 
vigable round  for  boats  only)  which  projects  ib 
far  as  to  reduce  the  channel  to  nearly  one  half 
its  width.    The  tide,  letting  to  the  fouthward 

through. 
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through  this  confined  paflage,  rufhes  with  fuch 
immenfe  impetuofity  as  to  produce  the  appear- 
ance of  falls  confiderably  high  ;  though  not  the 
leafl  obftrudfion  of  either  rocks  or  fands,  fo  far  as 
we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  it,  appeared 
to  exift.  The  returning  tide  to  the  north,  though 
very  rapid,  does  not  run  with  fuch  violence  ;  this 
was  eftimated  to  move  at  the  rate  of  about  four 
or  five  miles ;  the  other,  at  feven  or  eight  miles 
per  hour*  They  feemed  regular  in  their  quar- 
terly change,  but  the  vifible  rife  and  fall  by  the 
fliore  in  this  fituation  was  fo  inconfiderahle  as  to 
allow  us  merely  to  diftinguifh  the  ebb  from  the 
flood  tide. 

In  the  evening  of  the  14th  our  boats  returned, 
having  found  the  channel  from  thefe  narrow 
parts  gradually  increafing  its  width  to  a  mile, 
and  half  a  league,  and  to  communicate  with 
Johnftone's  ftraits  in  nearly  the  fame  N.  N,  W\ 
diredion,  about  four  leagues  further,  without  any 
vifible  obftru&ion  or  impediment  to  the  naviga- 
tion. The  eaftern  Ihore,  like  that  to  the  north- 
ward, was  much  broken  ;  the  weflern  fliore  con- 
tinued firm,  and  afforded  fome  fmall  bays  in 
which  there  wras  good  anchorage.  As  they  pro- 
ceeded, not  any  inhabitants  were  feen,  but,  on 
returning,  they  met  twenty  canoes  filled  with 
Indians,  who,  at  firft,  were  a  little  diftant,  but 
at  length  approached  our  party  with  confidence, 
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and  with  every  appearance  of  civility  and  friend- 
fhip. 

Thefe  were  obferved  to  be  more  varioufly 
painted  than  any  of  the  natives  our  gentlemen 
had  before  feen.  The  faces  of  fome  "were  made 
intirely  white,  fome  red,  black,  or  lead  colour  ; 
whilft  others  were  adorned  with  feveral  colours ; 
and  the  generality  had  their  hair  decorated  with 
the  down  of  young  fea-fowl.  In  thefe  refpects 
they  evidently  approached  nearer  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  people  of  Nootka,  than  of  any  other 
we  had  yet  feen,  either  in  the  entrance  of  the 
ftraits  of  De  Fuca,  or  in  the  gulf  of  Georgia. 

"The  winds  being  too  light  and  variable  to 
command  the  fhip  againft  the  influence  of  fuch 
rapid  tides,  we  w7ere  under  the  neceffity  of  wait- 
ing for  the  ebb  in  the  afternoon  of  the  following 
day,  Sunday  the  15th,  when,  with  pleafant  wea- 
ther and  a  freili  breeze  at  N.  W.  wre  weighed 
about  three  o'clock,  turned  through  the  narrows, 
and,  having  gained  about  three  leagues  by  the 
time  it  wTas  nearly  dark,  we  anchored  on  the 
weftern  fliore  in  a  fmall  bay,  on  a  bottom  of  fand 
and  mud,  in  30  fathoms  water,  to  wait  the  fa- 
vorable return  of  tide.  On  Monday  morning 
the  lGth,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  frelh  N.  W. 
wind,  and  the  ft  ream  of  ebb,  we  Ihortly  reached 
Johnftone's  ftraits  ;  paffing  a  point  which,  after 
our  little  confort,  I  named  Point  Chatham, 

fituated 
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fituated  in  latitude  53°  ifc  longitude  235°  45'. 
This  point  is  rendered  confpicuous  by  the  con- 
fluence of  three  channels,  two  of  which  take 
their  refpective  directions  to  the  weftward  and 
fouth-eaftward  towards  the  ocean,  as  alfo  by  a 
fmall  bay  on  each  fide  ;  by  three  rocky  iflets 
clofe  to  the  fouth,  and  by  fome  rocks,  over  which 
the  fea  breaks  to  the  north. 

Immediately  on  our  entering  thefe  ftraits,  we 
were  affected  by  more  fwell  than  we  had  expe- 
rienced in  this  inland  navigation,  indicating  that 
the  ocean,  in  a  wefterly  dire<5tion  was  not  quite 
fo  remote  as,  by  Mr.  Johnftone,  it  had  been  es- 
timated. 

In  the  bay,  to  the  north-weftward  of  point 
Chatham,  was  fituated  an  Indian  village,  from 
whence  fome  of  the  natives  attempted  to  give  us 
their  company ;  but  the  wind,  blowing  heavily 
m  fqualls,  prevented  their  venturing  alongfide. 
After  we  had  proceeded  about  ten  miles  from 
point  Chatham,  the  tide  made  fo  powerfully 
againft  us  as  obliged  us,  about  break faft  time,  to 
becofhe  again  ftationary  in  a  bay  on  the  northern 
fhore  in  32  fathoms  water.  The  land,  under 
wdiich  we  anchored,  was  a  narrow  ifland,  which 
I  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Thuiilow's 
Island,  it  is  about  eight  leagues  long,  and  was 
palTed  to  the  northward  by  Mr.  Johnftone  in 
going,  and  to  the  S.  E.  on, his  return.    The  bay 
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was  obferved  to  be  in  latitude  50°  23',  longitude 
234°  32';  three  fets  of  azimuths  gave  the  varia- 
tion 1 9°  eaft wardiy  ;  it  affords  good  anchorage  ; 
and  wood  and  water  may  be^  eafily  procured.  Our 
efforts  with  the  feine,  though  unremitted,  were 
ineffe&ual,  not  having  afforded  us  the  leaft  fup- 
ply  fince  our  departure  from  Birch  bay  ;  nor, 
with  the  hooks  and  lines,  had  we  been  more  fuc- 
cefsful.  About  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  again 
proceeded,  but  made  little  progrefs  againft  a  frelh 
wefterly  gale.  In  the  evening  wre  pafled  another 
village,  when  the  inhabitants,  more  knowing 
than  their  neighbours,  embraced  the  opportunity 
of  the  fhip  being  at  ftays,  of  felling  a  few  fmall 
frelh  falmon.  They  had  fome  with  them  ready 
cooked,  and  they  feemed  to  have  great  pleafure 
in  throwing  them  on  board  as  we  pafTed  their 
canoes.  We  anchored  again  about  nine  in  the 
evening,  on  the  fouthern  fhore,  nearly  abreafi  of 
the  weft  end  of  Thurlow's  ifland,  in  22  fathoms, 
fandy  bottom  ;  having  gained,  this  tide,  little 
more  three  leagues. 

The  wind  blew  ftrong  from  the  weflward, 
with  fqualls,  during  the  night;  and  when  we 
weighed,  at  three  in  the  morning  of  Tuefday 
the  17th,  we  were  obliged  to  ply,  under  double- 
reefed  topfails,  to  windward,  with  little  profpedl 
of  making  much  progrefs,  until  we  had  paffed 
Thurlow's  and  Ha; d wick's  iflands. 

The 
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The  meeting  of  thefe  channels  added  great 
volocity  to  the  tides ;  and,  as  the  day  advanced, 
the  weather  became  fair  and  pleafant,  which  en- 
abled us  to  fpread  all  our  canvafs ;  yet  we  were 
very  appreheniive  of  lofing,  by  the  adverfe  tide, 
all  we  had  gained  by  the  favorable  ftream ;  not 
having;  been  able  to  reach  the  bottom  with  1 00 
fathoms  of  line,  although  repeated  trials  had  been 
made,  on  traverfing  within  a  fhip's  length  of  each 
fliore.  At  lafi,  about  eleven,  in  a  fmall  bay  on 
the  fouthern  fide,  foundings  were  gained  at  the 
depth  of  fifty  fathoms,  where  we  inftantly  an* 
chored,  about  half  a  cable's  length  from  the  rocks, 
to  wait  the  return  of  the  favorable  current,  not 
knowing  by  wrhat  name  to  call  it.  That  which 
came  from  the  eaftward  we  had  ftiled  the  ebb  ; 
but,  on  going  on  lliore  to  obferve  the  latitude, 
the  ftream  that  came  rapidly  from  the  weflward, 
appeared  to  be  the  reflux,  as  the  water  on  the 
fliore,  during  the  afternoon,  had  evidently  retired, 
though  to  no  very  great  diftance. 

Our  ftation  here  was  nearly  oppofite  the  firft 
opening  on  the  northern  fhore,  pafTed  by  unex- 
amined by  Mr.  Johnftone;  who  hadalfo  declined 
vifiting  two  others,  apparently  on  the  continent, 
further  to  the  w7eftward.  Lieutenant  Puget  and 
Mr.  Whidbey,  were  difpatched  in  the  launch  and 
cutter,  in  order  to  explore  the  former,  lying  from 
us  N.  50  E,;  about  a  league  diftant,  with  inftruc* 

S  1  tions 
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tions  to  join  me,  in  the  fhip,  either  in  the  third 
unexplored -  opening"  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
ftraits,  or  at  the  village  where  Maquinna  was 
ftated  to  be  ;  it  being  my  intention,  that  the 
Chatham  fhould  purfue  the  fecond  opening,  whilft 
I  proceeded  in  order  to  procure  an  interview  with 
Maquinna ,.  through  whom  I  might  be  able  to  in- 
form Senr  Quadra  of  the  time  he  might  expedt 
to  fee  us,  and  forward  Sen1  Galiano's  letter. 

In  the  afternoon  we  were  vifited  by  two  ca- 
noes, having  a  mufket,  with  all  the  neceiTary  ap- 
purtenances in  each.  Thefe  were  the  firft  fire- 
arms we  had  feen  from  the  fhips,  but,  from  the 
number  Mr.  John-done  had  feen  in  his  late  excur- 
fion,  it  would  appear,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
particular  part  are  amply  provided  with  thefe  for- 
midable weapons. 

Having  the  tide  in  our  favor,  at  four  o'clock 
we  quitted  this  ftation,  the  latitude  of  which  was 
found  to  be  in  50°  27',  longitude  235°  53'.  At 
this  time,  it  appeared  to  be  low  tide,  the  water 
^having  fallen,  fince  my  landing  in  the  forenoon, 
nearly  five  feet;  the  fiream  was  in  our  favor, 
though  running  at  a  very  gentle  rate,  and  the 
wind  from  the  N.  W.  being  very  light,  we  ad- 
vanced fo  flowly,  that,  by  ten  at  night,  we  had 
only  gained  three  leagues,  where  another  fmall 
bay,  or  cove,  was  feen  on  the  fouthern  fhore,  with 
low  land  extending  fome  diftance  from  the  moun- 
tains. 
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tains.  Here  I  was  in  hopes  of  finding  a  commo- 
dious refting  place,  but  was  obliged  to  ftand  very- 
near  to  the  fhore  before  foundings  could  be  gain- 
ed ;  at  length,  with  forty  fathoms  of  line,  the 
bottom  was  reached,  and  on  wearing,  which  the 
fhip  did  very  brifkly,  in  order  to  anchor  in  a  lefi> 
depth  of  'water,-'  our  next  caft  was  ten  fathoms, 
when  the  anchor  was  inftantly  let  go ;  yet,  be- 
fore we  had  veered  a  third  of  the  cable,  the  Hiip 
grounded  abaft ;  but,  on  heaving  in  a  few  fathoms 
of  the  cable,  fhe  very  eafily  fwung  off  the  bank. 
The  Chatham  grounded  alfo,  and  was  likewife 
got  off  with  little  difficulty. 

At  this  ftation,  it  was  again  low  water  about 
four  on  Wednefday  morning,  or  nearly  fo,  as  the 
inner  part  of  the  bank  on  which  we  had  ground- 
ed, and  at  that  time  was  covered  with  water,  was 
dry  at  no  great  diftance  from  us.  We  again  pro- 
ceeded, with  the  current  in  our  favor,  to  the  weft- 
ward  ;  and  on  palling  two  fmall  villages  of  the 
natives,  a  few  of  the  inhabitants,  from  each,  paid 
us  their  refpedis.  At  this  time  wc  were  nearly 
abreaft  of  the  fecond  opening,  pafied  by  unex- 
amined by  Mr.  Johnftone.  It  appeared  infinitely 
more  capacious  than  the  other,  which,  agreeably 
to  my  former  intentions,  Mr.  Brougjhton  was  di- 
reeled  to  purfue,  appointing  the  fame  rendezvous 
with  him,  that  had  been  fixed  for  the  boats. 

We 


i66  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [JULY, 

We  remained  under  fail  the  whole  day,  but 
made  fo  little  way,  that  by  nine  at  night,  we  had 
advanced  about  five  leagues  only.  Then,  in  a 
fmall  bay,  clofe  to  the  rocks  on  the  fouthern  fhore, 
we  again  anchored,  in  forty-five  fathoms  water, 
fandy  bottom. 

Light  variable  winds  prevented  our  failing 
until  eight  in  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  1  Qth, 
when>  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  eaftward, 
we  weighed  ;  and,  what  was  not  a  little  extra- 
ordinary, without  heaving  the  leaft  ftrain  on  the 
cable,  on  fifhing  the  anchor,  its  lower  arm  was 
difcovered  to  be  broken  off  clofe  to  the  crown, 
and  to  have  been  left  at  the  bottom.  On  further 
examination,  it  proved  to  have  been  juft  welded 
round  the  furface,  fb  as  barely  to  hold  the  parts 
together,  within  which  the  bars,  compofmg  the 
internal  mafs,  preferved  their  original  unaltered 
fhape,  diflin&ly  feparate  from  each  other  ;  and, 
in  the  fpaces  remained  the  blackfmith's  coal, 
without  any  appearance  of  their  having  under- 
gone the  action  of  fire. 

Whiift  we  remained  inactive  the  fore  part  of 
the  morning*  our  time  was  not  unprofitably  em- 
ployed, in  receiving  the  welcome  vifits  of  fome 
hofpitable  friends  from  the  fhore ;  who  brought 
us  fuch  an  abundant  fupply  of  frefh  falmon,  that 
we  purchafed  a  fufficient  number  to  ferve  the 

crew 
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crew  as  long  as  they  would  keep  good ;  which 
was  a  great  relief  from  our  falted  provifions,  being 
a  luxury  we  had  not  lately  experienced. 

We  had  not  long  been  under  fail,  when  the 
officers,  who  had  been  difpatched  in  the  boats  on 
the  17th,  arrived  on  board.    From  thefe  gentle- 
men  I  became  acquainted,  that  they  had  exa- 
mined the  inlet  to  which  they  had  been  direAed, 
Off  its  weftern  point  lies  a  fmall  ifland ;  its  en- 
trance is  about  half  a  mile  wide,  but  with  no 
more  than  four  fathoms  water  in  mid-channel ; 
from  whence  it  extends  about  eight  miles,  in  a 
diredion  N.  75  E.;  this  depth  however  increafed 
as  they  advanced,  to  five,  fix,  and  feven  fathoms, 
affording  good  anchorage  about  two  thirds  of  the 
way  up  :  beyond  which  limits,  like  all  the  chan- 
nels of  this  kind  that  we  had  explored,  it  termi- 
nated in  fhallow  water.  The  country  bore  a  more 
pleafmg  afpe£t  than  that  feen  from  Johnftone's 
{traits ;  and  the  foil,  where  they  landed,  at  the 
upper  part,  was  compofed  of  black  mould  and 
fand,  producing  pine-trees  of  large  dimenfions. 
They  faw  one  run  of  water  at  the  head  ;  but  the 
fhoal  ftretching  from  thence,  prevented  their  as- 
certaining its  qualities  ;  yet  as  a  deferted  village 
wras  obferved  half  wray  up  on  the  northern  fliore, 
in  all  probability  this  place  is  not  deftitute  of 
wholefome  water,   the  only  undifcovered  re- 
quifite  to  conftitute  it  a  very  fnug  and  commo- 
dious 
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dious  port  ;  to  which  I  gave  the  name  of  Port 
Neville. 

The  weather  was  ferene  and  pleafant,  but  the 
wind  fo  light  and  variable,  that,  although  we 
were  not  more  than  four  leagues  from  the  village 
where  we  expelled  to  meet  Maqulnna ;  it  was 
not  until  paft  ten  at  night  that  we  reached  that 
ftation,  when  we  anchored  juft  without  the  fandy 
iffand,  in  feven  fathoms  wrater. 

The  next  morning  flie wed  the  village  in  our 
neighbourhood  to  be  large;  and,  from  the  number 
of  our  vifitros,  it  appeared  to  be  very  populous. 
Thefe  brought  us  the  fkins  of  the  fea-otter,  of 
an  excellent  quality,  in  great  abundance,  which 
were  bartered  for  fheet-copper,  and  blue  cloth  ; 
thofe  articles  being  in  the  higheft  eftimation 
amongft  them.  Aloft  of  thefe  people  underftood 
the  language  of  Nootka,  though  it  did  not  appear 
to  be  generally  fpoken. 

The  Ty-eie9  or  chief  of  the  village,  paid  us  an 
early  vifit,  and  received  from  me  fome  prefents 
which  highly  delighted  him.  I  underftood  his 
name  to  be  Cheflakees.  He  acknowledged  Ma- 
qulnna to  be  a  greater  chief ;  as  he  alfo  did  Wlca- 
nantfk  ;  but,  fo  far  as  I  could  learn,  he  did  not 
confider  himfelf  to  be  under  the  authority  of 
either. 

On  inquiring  if  Maqulnna  was  at  the  village, 
he  anfwered  in  the  negative,  faying  they  feldora 

vifited ; 
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vifited  ;  and  that  it  was  a  journey  of  four  days 
acrofs  the  land  to  Nootka  found,  which  from 
hence  towards  the  S.  S.  W.  is  about  twenty 
leagues  diftant. 

Accompanied  by  fome  of  the  officers,  Mr* 
Menzies,  and  our  new  guefi  Cheflakees,  I  repaired 
to  the  village,  and  found  it  pleafantiy  fituated  on 
a  Hoping  hill,  above  the  banks  of  a  fine  frelli- 
water  rivulet,  difcharging  itfelf  into  a  fmall  creek 
or  cove.    It  wras  expofed  to  a  fouthern  afpe<3:, 
whilft  higher  hills  behind,  covered  with  lofty 
pines,  fheltered  it  completely  from  the  northern 
winds.    The  houfes,  in  number  thirty-four,  wrere 
arranged  in  regular  flreets  ;  the  larger  ones  were 
the  habitations  of  the  principal  people,  who  had 
them  decorated  with  paintings  and  other  orna- 
ments, forming  various  figures,  apparently  the 
rude  defigns  of  fancy  ;  though  it  is  by  no  means 
improbable,  they  might  annex  fome  meaning  to 
the  figures  they  defcribed,  too  remote,  or  hierogly- 
phical,  for  our  comprehenfion.  The  houfe  of  our 
leader  Cheflakees  was  diftinguifhed  by  three  rafters 
of  ftout  timber  raifed  above  the  roof,  according 
to  the  architecture  of  Nootka,  though  much  in- 
ferior to  thofe  I  had  there  feen  in  point  o£  fize  ; 
the  whole,  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  creek, 
•prefented  a  very  pidlurefque  appearance. 

On  our  landing,  three  or  four  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, only,  came  down  to  receive  us  at  the  beach; 

the 
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the  reft  quietly  remained  near  their  houfes.  Thefe, 
Che/lakees  informed  me,  were  his  near  relations, 
who  confequently  received,  in  the  fhape  of  pre- 
lents,  compliments  from  me,  with  which  they 
feemed  greatly  pleafed. 

The  houfes  were  conftru&ed  after  the  manner 
at  Nootka,  but  appeared  rather  lefs  filthy,  and 
the  inhabitants  were  undoubtedly  of  the  fame 
nation,  differing  little  in  their  drefs,  or  general 
deportment.  Several  families  lived  under  the 
fame  roof ;  but  their  fleeping  apartments  were 
feparated,  and  more  decency  feemed  to  be  ob- 
ierved  in  their  domeftic  economy,  than  I  recol- 
lected to  be  the  practice  at  Nootka.  The  wo- 
men, who  in  proportion  appeared  numerous,  were 
varioufly  employed;  fome  in  their  different  houfe- 
hold  affairs,  others  in  the  manufacture  of  their 
garments  from  bark  and  other  materials  ;  though 
no  one  was  engaged  in  making  their  woollen  ap- 
parel, which  I  much  regretted.  The  fabrication 
of  mats  for  a  variety  of  purpofes,  and  a  kind  of 
bafket,  wrought  fo  curioufly  clofe,  as  to  contain 
water  like  an  earthen  veffel  without  the  leaft 
leakage  or  drip,  comprehended  the  general  em- 
ployment of  the  women,  who  were  not  lefs  in- 
duftrious  than  ingenious. 

As  inquiries  into  the  laudable  ingenuity  of 
Others  are  not  to  be  fatisfied  in  the  civilized  world 
without  fome  expcnce,  fo  invelligations  of  the 

like 
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like  nature  amongft  the  uncultivated  regions 
were  not  to  be  had  in  this  fociety  without  due 
acknowledgments,  which  were  fblicited  by  theft; 
female  -artizans  in  every  houfe  we  entered ;  and 
fo  abundant  were  their  demands,  that  although 
I  confidered  myfelf  amply  provided  for  the  occa- 
fibn  with  beads,  hawk's  bells,  and  other  trinkets, 
my  box,  as  well  as  my  pockets,  and  thofe  of  the 
gentlemen  who  were  of  the  party,  were  fooa 
nearly  emptied.  At  the  eonclufion  of  this  vifit 
we  were  entertained  at  the  houfe  of  an  elderly 
chief,  to  whom  Chejlakees,  and  every  other  per- 
fbn  paid  much  refpe6t,  with  a  fong  by  no  means 
unmelodious,  though  the  performance  of  it  was 
rendered  exceffively  fay  age,  by  the  uncouth  ges- 
tures, and  rude  actions  accompanying  it,  iimilar 
to  the  reprefentations  I  had  before  feen  at  Nootka. 
The  fong  being  finifhed,  vvc  were  each  prefented 
with  a  llrip  of  fea-otter  fkin  ;  the  dxftribution  of 
which  occupied  forae  time.  After  this  ceremony 
a  fong  from  the  ladies  was  expe&ed  ;  and  during 
this  interval,  1  obferved  in  the  hands  of  the  nu- 
merous tribe  that  now  furrounded  us,  many  fpears 
pointed  with  iron,  clubs,  large  knives,  and  other 
wxapons  with  which  they  were  not  furnifhed  on 
our  firft  approach  to  the  village.  I  was  not  al- 
together fatisfied  with  this  change  in  their  ap- 
pearance, though  I  had  every  reafbn  to  believe 
their  intentions  were  of  the  moil  inofFenflve  na- 
ture* 
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ture,  and  that  it  was  moft  probable  they  had  thus 
produced  their  arms  to  Ihew  their  wealth,  and 
imprefs  us  wTith  an  idea  of  their  confluence  :  I 
deemed  it,  however,  moft  advifeable  to  withdraw; 
and  having  diftributed  the  few  remaining  articles 
we  had  referved,  Che/lakees  was  informed  I  was 
about  to  return ;  on  which  he,  with  his  relations 
who  had  attended  us  through  the  village,  accom- 
panied us  to  the  fandy  illand,  whither  I  went  to 
obferve  its  latitude. 

Some  few  others  of  the  Indians  attended  us  on 
this  occafion,  wThofe  behaviour  being  orderly  and 
civil,  they  were  permitted  to  aiTernble  round  me 
whilffc  obferving.  They  were  exceffively  amufed 
with  the  effe£t  of  the  fun's  rays  through  the 
reading  glafs ;  and  the  extraordinary  quality  of 
the  quickfilver  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  an  artifi- 
cial horizon,  afforded  them  the  greateft  entertain- 
ment, until  our  bufmefs  was  ended,  when  they 
in  a  very  friendly  manner  took  leave,  and  con- 
firmed me  in  the  opinion,  that  the  martial  ap- 
pearance they  had  affumed,  was  purely  the  effcdl 
of  oftentation. 

In  moft  of  the  houfes  were  two  or  three  muf- 
kets,  which,  by  their  locks  and  mounting,  ap- 
peared to  be  Spanifh.  Chejlakees  had  no  lefs  than 
eight  in  his  houfe,  all  kept  in  excellent  order: 
thefe,  together  with  a  great  variety  of  other  Eu- 
ropean commodities,  I  prefumed,  were  procured 

immediately 
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immediately  from  Nootka,  as,  on  pointing  to 
many  of  them,  they  gave  us  to  underftand  they 
had  come  from  thence,  and  in  their  commercial 
concerns  with  us,  frequently  explained,  that  their 
fkins  would  fetch  more  at  Nootka  than  we  chofe 
to  offer.  Their  total  number  we  eftimated  at 
about  five  hundred.  They  were  well  verfed  in 
the  principles  of  trade,  and  carried  it  on  in  a  very 
fair  and  honorable  manner.  Sea- otter  fkins  were 
the  chief  obje&s  of  our  people's  traffic,  who  pur- 
chafed  nearly  two  hundred  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day.  Mr.  Menzies  informed  me,  that  thefe  had 
been  procured  at  leaft  an  hundred  per  cent,  dearer 
than  when  he  vifited  the  coaft  on  a  former  occa- 
fion,  which  manifeftly  proved,  that  either  a  fur- 
plus  quantity  of  European  commodities  had  been 
fmce  imported  into  this  country,  or  more  pro- 
bably, that  the  avidity  fliewn  by  the  rival  adven- 
turers in  this  commerce,  and  the  eagernefs  of  an 
unreftrained  throng  of  purchafers  from  different 
nations,  had  brought  European  commodities  into 
low  eftimation.  Iron  was  become  a  mere  drug  ; 
and  when  we  refufed  them  fire  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, which  humanity,  prudence,  and  policy 
directed  to  be  with-held,  nothing  but  large  fheets 
of  copper,  and  blue  woollen  cloth  engaged  their 
attention  in  a  commercial  way ;  beads  and  other 
trinkets  they  accepted  as  prefents,  but  they  re- 
turned nothing  in  exchange. 

Vol.  II  X  Thefs 
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Thefe  were  the  principal  circumftances  that 
occurred  to  me  on  our  fhort  vifit  to  this  flation. 
The  further  and  more  general  observations,  that 
fell  under  my  notice  refpediing  the  very  extraor- 
dinary region  we  had  lately  paifed  through,  and 
which  were  not  noticed  in  the  narratives  of  the 
feveral  parties  wrere  employed  in  exploring  it,  I 
fhall  now  briefly  ftate,  with  fuch  reflections  as 
were  confequent  thereon. 

The  length  of  coaft  from  point  Mudge  to  this 
flation,  about  thirty- two  leagues,  forms  a  channel 
which,  though  narrow,  is  fair  and  navigable  ; 
manifefted  by  the  adverfe  winds  obliging  us  to 
beat  to  windward  every  foot  of  the  channel,  and 
to  perform  a  complete  traverfe  from  Ihore  to  fhore 
through  its  whole  extent,  without  meeting  the 
leaft  obftrudtion  from  rocks  or  fhoals.  The  great 
depth  of  water  not  only  here,  but  that  which  is 
generally  found  wafliing  the  fhores  of  this  very 
broken  and  divided  country,  muft  ever  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  very  peculiar  circumftance,  and  a 
great  inconvenience  to  its  navigation.  We  how- 
ever found  a  fufficient  number  of  {topping  places 
to  anfwer  all  our  pupofes,  and,  in  general,  with- 
out going  far  out  of  our  way.  In  coming  from 
the  weftward;  through  Johnftone's  {traits,  the 
belt  channel  into  the  gulf  of  Georgia  in  thick 
weather  might,  though  not  eafily,  be  mifraken. 
Such  error  however  may  be  avoided;  by  keeping 

the- 
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the  fouthern  ftiore  clofe  on  board,  which  is  com- 
pact, and  fo  fteep,  that  it  may  be  pafled  within  a 
few  yards  in  the  greateft  fafety ;  indeed  I  have 
every  reafon  to  believe  the  whole  of  the  paifage 
to  be  equally  void  of  dangers  that  do  not  evidently 
fhew  themfelvcs.    The  height  of  the  land  that 
compofes  thefe  fhores  and  the  interior  country, 
has  been  already  ftated  to  decreafe  as  we  pro- 
ceeded weft  ward.    The  land  on  the  fouthern 
fide,  which  is  an  extend ve  iiland,  appeared  to  be 
the  moft  elevated,  compofed  of  very  lofty  moun- 
tains, whofe  fummits,  not  very  irregular,  were  ftill 
in  fome  places  covered  with  fnow.    The  north- 
ern ftde,  for  a  confiderable  diftance,  feenjed  lefs 
elevated,  and  the  intire  foreft  that  covered  its 
furface,  might  have  favored  the  belief  of  great 
fertility,  had  we  not  knowTn  that  pine  trees  innu- 
merable are  produced  from  the  Mures  and  chafms 
of  the  moft  barren  rocks,  of  which,  we  had  great 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  the  whole  of  the  country  before 
us  was  compofed.    Its  low  appearance  may  pof- 
fibly  be  occafioned  by  its  being  much  divided  by 
water,  as  we  evidently  faw,  through  atl  opening, 
about  four  miles  only  to  the  weftward  of  that 
appointed  for  our  rendezvous,  a  much  greater 
fpace  fo  occupied,  than  that  which  comprehended 
thefe  ftraits.  Our  general  view  to  the  northward, 
was,  however,  bounded  by  a  mountainous  coun- 
try, irregular  in  the  height  of  its  eminences,  and 
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fome  of  them  capped  with  fnow.  The  retired 
hills  of  the  mofl  eaftern  part  of  the  ftraits,  were, 
as  we  parted,  fo  obfcured  by  the  high  freep  rocky 
cliffs  of  the  fhores,  that  we  were  unablo  to  de- 
fcribe  them  with  any  preciiion.  As  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  northern  fhore  decreafed,  I  was  in  ex- 
pectation of  feeing  a  continuation  of  that  lofty 
and  connected  range  of  fnowy  mountains,  which 
I  have  repeatedly  had  reafon  to  confider,  as  the 
infttfmountable  barrier  to  any  extenfive  inland 
navigation.  Herein  I  was  difappointed,  as  this 
lofty  flruCture  either  decreafes  in  its  vail  degree 
of  elevation,  or  it  extends  in  a  more  inland  di- 
rection. 

The  refidence  of  all  the  natives  we  had  feen, 
fmce  our  departure  from  point  Mudge,  was  uni- 
formly on  the  fhores  of  this  extenfive  ifiand,  form- 
ing the  fouthern  fide  of  Johnftone's  ftraits,  which 
feems  not  only  to  be  as  well  inhabited  as  could 
be  expected  in  this  uncultivated  country,  but  in- 
finitely more  fo,  than,  we  had  reafon  to  believe, 
the  fouthern  parts  of  New  Georgia  were  This 
fa£l  eftablifhed,  it  mud  be  confidered  as  Angularly 
remarkable,  that,  on  the  coaft  of  the  oppofite  or 
continental  fhore,  we  did  not  difcover  even  a 
veftige  of  human  exiflence,  excepting  the  de- 
fcrted  villages  !  This  circumftance,  though  it 
countenances  the  idea  of  the  original  inhabitants 
of  the  interior  country  having  migrated,  fallen  by 
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conqueft,  or  been  deftroyed  by  difeafe  ;  ftill  leaves 
us  unable  to  adduce  any  particular  reafon  as  the 
caufe  of  this  evident  depopulation.  The  width 
of  the  paffage  fcarcely  any  where  exceeding  two 
miles,  can  hardly  have  induced  the  inhabitants 
of  the  northern  fide,  to  quit  their  dwellings  for  a 
refidence  on  the  oppofite  ftiore,  merely  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  that  fmall  diftance  nearer  to  the 
commerce  of  the  fea-coaft.  On  regarding  th<e 
afpe<5t  of  the  tw?o  fituations,  and  on  reflecting  that 
the  wjntejr  feafon  under  this  parallel  rouft  be  fe- 
vere  and  inclement,  it  appears  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  any  human  beings,  not  reftrained  in 
fixing  their  abode,  wrould  not  hefitate  to  choofe 
the  very  oppofite  fide  to  that  which  is  here  pre- 
ferred, where,  in  general,  their  habitations  front 
a  bleak  -northern  afpecft,  with  mountains  rifing  fo 
perpendicularly  bdiin.d  thena,  that,  if  they  do  not 
totally,  th.ey  rnuft  in  a  great  meafure,  exclude  the 
cheering  rqys  of  the  fun  for  fome  months  of  the 
year.  Th£  northern  fide  labours  not  under  this 
difadvantage*  and  enjoying  the  genial  warmth 
denied  to  the  other,  at  certain  feafons,  rnoft  pro- 
bably, poffeifes  the  requifites  neceffary  to  their 
prefent  mods  of  life,  at  lpaft  in  an  equal  degree ; 
■especially,  as  this  country  has,  in  no  inftance, 
received  the  advantages  of  cultivation.  This 
would  appear  to  be  the  fituation  of  choice,  the 
other  of  neceffity ;  for  the  fame  fource  of  fub- 
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fiffcence,  which  is  evidently  the  fea,  affords  equal 
fupplies  to  the  inhabitants  of  either  fhore.  And 
that  there  was  a  time,  when  they  refided  on  both, 
is  clearly  proved,  by  their  deferted  habitations, 
yet  in  exigence,  on  the  northern  fhore. 

As  neither  Maqutnna,  nor  any  of  his  people, 
wxere  at  this  village,  I  intrufted  to  the  brother  of 
a  man  named  Kaozvitee,  who  feemed  next  of  im- 
portance to  CheflakeeS)  the  letter  I  received  from 
Senr  Galiano,  as  alfo  one  from  myfelf,  to  be  for- 
warded to  Senr  Quadra  at  Nootka,  which  this 
man  undertook  to  deliver,  on  the  promife  of 
being  handfomely  rewarded  for  his  fefvice. 

The  fandy  ifland,  by  my  obfervations,  is  fitu- 
ated  in  latitude  50°  35 1',  longitude  232°  5  f ;  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  here  being  20°  45/  eaft- 
w7ardly. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

Pafs  through  Brought  oris  Archipelago,  to  purfue 
the  continental  Shore — The  Vejfels  get  aground 
— Enter  FitzJuigJi *s  Sound — Reafons  for  quit- 
ting the  Coqft,  and  proceeding  to  Nootka. 

"FAVING  replaced  our  broken  anchor  with 
-A  a  new  one  from  out  of  the  hold,  which 
had  employed  the  whole  of  the  preceding  day, 
about  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  Saturday  the  21  ft 
we  proceeded  with  .a  favourable  breeze  from  the 
weft  ward,,  to  the  appointed  rendezvous,  that  lies 
from  the  fandy  ifland  N.  8Q  E.  at  the  diftance  of 
about  fourteen  miles,  where,  at  three  in  the  af- 
ternoon, we  anchored  in  twenty  fathoms  w7ater, 
fandy  bottom,  about  a  cable's  length  from  the 
fhore,  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  thofe  already  de- 
fcribcd. 

Wifhing  to  acquire  fome  idea  of  the  probable 
extent  of  this  opening,  I  left  the  fhip  after  din- 
ner, and  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  it  com- 
municate with  the  extenfive  fpace  of  w7ater,  to 
the  north  of  the  channel  or  ftraits  already  men- 
tioned, making  the  land  under  which  we  were 
at  anchor,  an  ifland  about  a  league  and  a  half 
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long,  nearly  in  a  direction  N.  70  W.  with  many 
rocky  iflets  and  rocks  lying  about  its  weftern  ex- 
tremity, fome  along  its  north  fide,  and  others 

the  eaft  end.  Northward  of  this  ifland,  and 
a  chain  of  others  which  lie  to  the  weftward  of  it, 
an  arm  of  the  fea,  not  lefs  than  four  or  five 
leagues  acrofs,  ftretched  weftward  towards  the 
ocean,  where  the  horizon,  in  that  direction,  ap- 
peared to  be  intercepted  only  by  a  few  fmall 
iflands ;  the  eaftern  and  northern  fhores  feemed 
wholly  compofed  of  rocky  iflands  and  rocks,  and 
prefented  in  their  examination  a  very  laborious 
talk,  to  afcertain  the  continental  boundary.  But 
as  this  important  line  had  been  already  deter- 
mined to  the  entrance  of  an  opening,  not  more 
than  three  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  our  prefent 
ftation,  now  under  the  furvey  of  Mr.  Broughton 
in  the  Chatham,  and  as  a  branch  of  this  opening 
to  the  eaftward  of  us  took  a  dire£tion  that  way 
through  a  multitude  of  iflands,  any  inveftigatioa 
of  this  broken  country  wras  rendered  unneceflary, 
until  I  fhould  underftand  how  far  the  Chatham 
had  been  able  to  fucceed  in  fixing  the  continua- 
tion of  the  continental  fhore. 

Our  very  inactive,  unpleafant  fituation,  whilft 
we  anxioufly  waited  the  arrival  of  our  confort, 
was  fomewhat  relieved  by  the  vifits  of  a  few  In- 
dians from  the  fouthern  fhore  of  the  ftraits,  who, 
brought  us  a  fmall  fupply  of  fifh,  very  acceptable, 

being 
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being  unable  to  obtain  any  by  our  own  efforts* 
Among  the  number  of  our  vifitors  we  were  ho- 
nored with  the  company  of  Cheflakees,  with 
whofe  importunities  for  various  articles  I  had 
with  pleafure  complied.    He  remained  on  board 
mo  ft  part  of  the  day  ;  and  as  he  fat  at  my  elbow 
whilft  writing,  faw  me  frequently  advert  to  a 
fmall  memorandum  book,  which  he  managed  to 
take  away  in  the  moft  dexterous  manner,,  unper- 
ceived.    Having  oceafion  for  its  ufe,  and  know- 
ing no  other  perfon  had  been  near  me,  the  pur- 
loiner  could  not  be  miftaken.  A  Sandwich  ifland 
mat  which  I  had  given  him,  he  had  contrived  to 
fold  up  in  a  very  fmall  compafs,  and  in  the  centre 
of  it  was  the  miffing  book.    He  appeared  fome- 
what  afharned  at  the  detection,  but  more  mor- 
tified at  my  taking  away  the  prefents  he  had  re- 
ceived ;  thefe  were  however,  about  two  hours 
afterwards  reftored,  on  his  contrition,  and  peni- 
tential application.    Stealing  a  book,  incapable 
of  being  in  the  leaft  degree  ferviceable  to  him,  or 
ufeful  to  any  other  perfon  than  the  owner,  ftrong- 
ly  marked  that  natural  inordinate  propenfity  to 
thieving,  which,  with  few  exceptions,  influences 
the  whole  of  the  uncivilized  world,  as  if  impel- 
led by  mere  inflirift,  and  deftitute  of  reafon,  they 
were  unable  to  reflrain  fuch  inclinations. 

Without  any  occurrence  of  an  interefting  na- 
ture, we  remained  uncomfortably  idle  until  the 
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arrival  of  Mr.  Broughton  in  the  afternoon  of 
Friday  the  27th,  who  came  on  board  in  his  cut- 
ter, the  Chatham  having  been  obliged,  by  adverfe 
winds,  to  anchor  the  preceding  evening  three 
leagues  to  the  weft  ward  of  our  rendezvous. 

Mr.  Broughton  informed  me,  that  after  he  had 
entered  the  opening  he  had  been  fent  to  examine, 
the  eaftern  point  of  which  is  fituated  in  latitude 
50°  327,  longitude  233°  327,  he  found  it  take  an 
irregular  courfe  towards  the  N.  E.  palling  a  nar- 
row branch  leading  to  the  weft  ward.  This  open- 
ing, about  a  mile  in  width,  occupied  their  atten- 
tion until  fun-fet,  when  they  anchored  at  its 
head  in  35  fathoms  water,  and  found  it  to  termi- 
nate like  the  many  others  already  defcribed,  in 
latitude  50°  42f',  longitude  234°  3£':  which,  af- 
ter Sir  John  Call,  was  named  Call's  Channel. 
On  the  evening  of  the  next  day  they  reached  the 
narrow  branch  leading  to  the  weftward,  which 
lies  from  their  laft  place  of  anchorage  S.  68  W. 
about  four  leagues  diftant.    Here  the  Chatham 
flopped  for  the  night  in  17  fathoms  water,  near 
a  fmall  village  of  the  natives,  who  brought  them 
an. abundance  of  frefli  falmon.    Mr.  Broughton 
examined  this  narrow  branch,  and  found  it  com- 
municating with  an  arm  of  the  fea  in  latitude 
50°       longitude  233°  S37,  juft  navigable  for  the 
Chatham  ;  and  with  the  affiftance  of  a  ftrong 
flood  tide,  and  their  boats,  they  palled  it  the 

next 
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next  morning,  through  a  channel  that  continued 
for  about  half  a  league,  not  a  hundred  yards 
wide.  The  fhalloweft  water,  from  three  fathoms, 
gradually  increafed  to  feven  fathoms,  as  they  ap- 
proached the  arm  of  the  fea,  which  is  about  two 
miles  wide,  and  extends  in  an  eaft  and  weft  di- 
rection. Here  the  Chatham  anchored,  and  Mr. 
Broughton  purfued  its  caftern  courfe  in  his  boat 
along  the  continental  fhore,  leaving  a  branch 
leading  to  the  northward,  near  the  entrance  of 
which  are  two  iflands  and  fome  rocks.  This 
arm  of  the  fea  continued  a  little  to  the  northward 
of  eaft,  fix  leagues,  to  the  latitude  of  50°  45', 
where  its  width  increafed  to  near  a  league,  taking 
an  irregular  northerly  direction  to  its  final  termi- 
nation in  latitude  51°  l',  longitude  234°  1  3/.  To 
this,  after  Captain  Knight  of  the  navy,  Mr. 
Broughton  gave  the  name  of  Knights'  Chan- 
nel. The  fhores  of  it,  like  molt  of  thofe  lately- 
fur  veyed,  are  formed  by  high  ftupendous  moun- 
tains rifing  almoft  perpendicularly  from  the  wa- 
ter's edge.  The  diffolving  fliow  on  their  fum- 
mits  produced  many  cataracts  that  fell  with  great 
impetuofity  down  their  barren  rugged  fides.  The 
freih  water  that  thus  defcended  gave  a  pale  wThite 
hue  to  the  channel,  rendering  its  contents  in- 
tirely  frbfla  at  the  head,  and  drinkable  for  twenty- 
miles  below  it.  This  dreary  region  was  not, 
however,  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  as  a  village  was 
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difcovered  a  few  miles  from  its  upper  extremity, 
which  feemed  conftru<5ied  like  that  defcribed  in 
Defolation  found,  for  defence  ;  the  inhabitants 
were  civil  and  friendly.  Near  this  place  Mr. 
Broughton  joined  the  Chatham  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d,  and  proceeded  in  her  towards  the 
branch  above  mentioned,  leading  to  the  north- 
ward. This  in  the  evening  he  reached,  a^d  an- 
chored for  the  night  in  75  fathoms  water.  The 
next  morning  its  courfe  was  purfued  about  three 
leagues  towards  the  N.  E.  where  this  direction  ter- 
minated in  latitude  50n  5  \\\  longitude  233°  4Q7, 
from  whence  it  irregularly  {fetched  to  the  N.  W. 
and  weftward.  Inhabitants  were  ftill  found  on 
thefe  inhofpitable  fhores,  who  brought  fifli  and 
fkins  of  the  fea-otter  to  fell,  demanding  in  return 
blue  great  coats.  A  palfage  through  this  chan- 
nel was  accomplished  on  the  25th,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  wind  was  very  fickle  and  blew  hard  in 
fqualls,  attended  with  much  lightning,  thunder, 
and  rain  :  the  night  was  nearly  calm,  gloomy,, 
and  dark  ;  and  not  being  able  to  gain  foundings, 
although  within  thirty  yards  of  the  rocky  fhores, 
they  were  driven  about  as  the  current  of  the  tides 
dire&ed,  and  happily  efcaped,  though  furrounded 
on  all  fides  by  innumerable  rocks  and  rocky  iflets. 
On  the  26th,  the  boundary  of  the  continent  was 
determined  to  a  point,  which,  from  its  appear- 
ance and  fituation,  obtained  the  name  of  Deep 
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Sex  Bluff,  in  latitude  50°  52',  longitude  232° 
2 Q'.    This  ftation  Mr.  Broughton  judged  to  be 
as  far  to  the  weftward  as  the  appointed  rendez- 
vous ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  repairing  thither, 
dire&ed  his  courfe  to  the  fouth-weft  ward,  through 
a  channel  that  bore  every  appearance  of  leading 
to  the  fea,  as  had  been  underftood  from  the  na- 
tives. With  the  affiftance  of  a  frefh  gale  from  the 
N.  E.  he  iliortly  arrived  at  its  fouthern  entrance, 
which  prefented  the  opening  I  had  feen  on  the 
day  we  arrived  at  this  ftation.    Acrofs  it  his 
courfe  was  diredled  to  the  fouthward,  leaving 
between  his  prefent  track  and  the  route  he  had 
purfued  to  the  northward,  an  extenfive  cluftet 
of  iilands,  rocky  iflets,  and  rocks.     Thefe,  in 
commemoration  of  his  difcovery,  I  diftinguifhed 
by  the  name  of  Broughton's  Archipelago, 
Whilft  at  this  ftation,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  the  latitude  by  five  meridional  altitude.3 
of  the  fun  to  be  50°  35',  its  longitude  233°  \Q\ 
The  variation  of  the  compafs,  differing  in  eight 
fets  of  azimuths  from  1 8°  30/  to  23°  53',  fhewed 
a  mean  refult  of  20°  57,  eaftwardly  variation. 
The  tides  were  irregular,  on  fome  days  being 
very  rapid,  on  others  fcarcely  perceptible ;  the 
rife  and  fall,  the  time  of  high  water,  and  other 
fluctuations  and  irregularities,  I  attributed,  as  al- 
ready ftated,  to  the  influence  of  the  winds,  and 

the 


286  A  VOYG.E  OF  DISCOVERY  [jULY, 

the  operation  of  other  local  caufes  on  this  infu- 
lated  region. 

With  a  frefh  breeze  from  the  E.  N.  El.  we  di- 
rected our  courfe  to  the  weft  ward,  on  the  morn- 
ing of.  Saturday  the  28th,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
the  northward  round  the  weft  end  of  '  his  ifland. 
The  channel  through  which  we  paffed,  though 
very  unpleafant  on  account  of  the  many  rocks  in 
it,  is  infinitely  lefs  dangerous  than  that  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  ifland,  which  is  by  no  means  ad- 
vifable  for  fhips  to  attempt. 

We  had  not  been  long  under  weigh  before  we 
were  joined  by  the  Chatham,  and  fteered  to  the 
northward  for  the  channel  leading  to  Deep  Sea 
bluff,  which  I  called  Fife's  Passage.    As  we 
croffed  the  main  arm  the  fqually  hazy  weather 
permitted  our  feeing,  but  very  imperfectly,  the 
feveral  ifland:^  and  rocks  that  it  contains.  About 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  entered  Fife's 
pafTage,  and  found  its  eaftern  point  (named  by 
me,  after  Captain  Duff  of  the  royal  navy,  Point 
Duff)  fituated  in  latitude  50°  48',  longitude 
233°  10'.     A  fmall  rocky  ifland  lies  off  point 
Duff,  covered  with  fhrubs ;   and  off  the  weft 
point  of  this  paffage,  named  Point  Gordon, 
bearing  N.  83  W.  from  point  Duff,  are  feveral 
white  flat  barren  rocks  lying  at  a  little  diftance 
from  the  fhore.  Although  the  tide  appeared  to  be 

in 
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in  our  favor,  we  made  fo  little  progrefs  in  this  in- 
let, that  we  were  compelled  to  anchor  at  five  in 
the  afternoon  not  more  than  two  miles  within 
the  entrance,  in  20  fathoms  water,  on  the  north- 
ern lhore,  near  fome  fmaM  rocky  iflets.  The 
ihores  that  now  furrounded  us  were  not  very 
high,  compofed  of  rugged  rocks  fteep  to  the  fea, 
in  the  chafms  and  chinks  of  which  a  great  num- 
ber of  ftunted  or  dwarf  pine  trees  were  produced. 
Some  few  of  the  natives  favored  us  with  their 
company,  but  brought  little  to  difpofe  of;  thefe 
were  not  quite  fo  much  painted  as  the  Indians  of 
Cheflakees  village,  nor  did  they  feem  in  the  leafi 
acquainted  with  the  Nootka  language. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  2Qth,  about  nine, 
Vv  e  were  under  fail,  with  a  light  favorable  breeze, 
fufficient  to  have  carried  us  at  the  rate  of  near  a 
league  per  hour ;  yet  the  fhip  remained  ftation- 
ary  and  ungovernable,  not  anfwering  to  her  helm 
in  any  direction.  In  this  very  unpleafant  and 
difagreeable  fituation,  attributed  by  us  to  a  kind 
of  under  tow,  or  counter  tide,  we  continued  until 
near  dark,  when  a  mod  powerful  breeze  fpring- 
ing  up,  we  reached  Deep  Sea  bluff,  and  anchored 
about  eleven  at  night  in  a  fmall  opening  on  its 
weftern  fide  in  70  fathoms  water;  having  paffed 
a  more  extenfive  one  to  the  fouth  of  this,  which 
took  its  dire&ion  to  the  N.  W.  On  the  next 
day,  Monday  the  30th.,  this  appeared  -  a  very 

fmall 
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fmall  branch  of  the  fea ;  and  as  it  was  now  ma- 
nifeft  there  wTas  no  certainty  in  confiding  in  ap- 
pearances, directions  were  given  that  both  vef- 
fels  fhould  be  removed  higher  up  near  to^a  con- 
venient fpot  for  recruiting  our  wood  and  water  ; 
whilft,  in  the  yawl,  I  proceeded  to  examine  whi- 
ther this  arm  was  likely  to  lead.  It  continued 
about  four  miles  from  Deep  Sea  bluff  to  the 
north- eaftward,  then  ftretched  to  the  wxftward, 
and  terminated  behind  the  hill  under  which  the 
veffels  were  at  anchor,  about  two  miles  to  the 
weflward  of  them,  forming  a  narrow  ifthmus, 
over  which  we  walked,  and  had  a  diftinCl  view 
of  the  opening  before  mentioned,  extending  to 
the  weftward.  Being  perfectly  fatisfied  on  this 
head,  I  returned,  and  found  the  vefiels  at  the  ap- 
pointed ftation,  riding  in  30  fathoms  water  near 
the  weftern  fhore,  conveniently  fituated  for  pro- 
curing the  only  fupplies  this  dreary  region  feemed 
likely  to  afford.  But,  as  tolerably  fecure  an- 
chorage was  not  on  all  occafions  to  be  found,  I 
determined  the  vefiels  fliould  remain  ftationary 
here,  whilft  the  boats  explored  the  broken  coun- 
try before  us  ;  which  promifed  to  furniih  other 
pafTages,  into  the  great  weftern  channel  we  had 
quitted,  and  bore  every  appearance  of  leading  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  Difcovery's  yawl^  launch  and  cutter,  w^ere 
ordered  to  be  equipped,  and  in  readinefs  to  depart 

at 
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at  day-light  the  next  morning*  Mr.  Brough- 
ton  accompanied  me,  attended  by  lieutenant  Pu- 
get  in  the  launch,  and  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  cut- 
ter. On  Tuefday  the  3  ifl,  at  fun-rife,  our  little 
fquadron  put  off  with  intention  of  following  up 
the  continental  fhore,  until  wre  might  find  a  more 
weftern  paflage  leading  to  the  fea  ;  there  to  ap- 
point a  rendezvous,  for  the  launch  and  cutter, 
which  were  to  continue  the  examination  of  the 
continental  boundary,  whilft  we  returned  to  con- 
dud:  the  veflels  to  the  appointed  ftation. 

From  Deep  Sea  bluff,  the  fhore  of  the  main* 
acrofs  this  fmall  opening,  took  a  direction  N.  50 
W.  for  about  four  miles ;  then  extended  N.  N.  E. 
about  a  league  to  a  point,  where  the  arm  took 
a  more  eafterly  courfe,  paffing  an  ifland,  and  fe- 
veral  rocky  iflets,  forming  paffages  for  boats  only ; 
whilft,  to  the  weftward  of  the  ifland,  the  main 
channel  was  a  mile  in  width,  and  no  doubt 
was  entertained  of  our  there  finding  a  greater 
depth  of  water  than  we  required  for  the  veffels. 
We  were  however  obliged  to  quit  the  direction, 
of  that  which  appeared,  and  afterwards  proved 
to  be  the  main  channel,  to  purfue  the  continental 
line  along  this,  which  apparently  led  to  the  N.  E. 
and  eaftward.  In  this  route,  a  poor  unfortunate 
deer,  that  feemed  to  have  eluded  the  purfuers, 
had  found  an  afylum  in  a  fmall  recefs  on  the 
rocky  precipice  forming  the  ftiore,  about  twenty 

Vol..  II.  U  yards 
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yards  in  a  direction  almoft  perpendicular  to  the 
water,  from  w  hence  he  could  only  efcape  by  the 
way  he  had  come.  In  this  very  expofed  fituation, 
the  two  headmoft  boats  paffed  him  unnoticed ; 
but,  on  the  third  making  the  difcovery,  a  platoon 
of  mufkets  was  difcharged  at  the  defencelefs  ani- 
mal by  the  whole  party  without  effedl.  On  this 
a  feaman  landed,  and,  with  a  boat-hook,  dragged 
him  from  the  rocks  by  the  neck,  and  fecured  to 
us  this  valuable  acquifition.  Upwards  of  twenty 
mufkets  on  this  occafion  were  fired,  feven  of 
which  hit  him,  but  no  one  mortally  ;  or  wounded 
him  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  have  prevented  his 
efcaping,  had  not  the  over-hanging  precipices  of 
the  rocks  rendered  it  impoffible.  Venifon  had 
long  with* us  been  a  fcarce  commodity ;  our  buck 
proved  excellent,  and  afforded  us  all  one  or  two 
excellent  frefh  meals. 

We  purfued  the  examination  of  this  arm  to  its 
head  in  latitude  51°,  longitude  233°  46/ ;  where 
it  terminated  in  a  fimilar  way  to  the  many  be- 
fore defcribed.  Its  ihores,  about  a  mile  apart* 
wrere  compofed  of  high  fteep  craggy  mountains, 
whofe  fummits  were  capped  with  fnow ;  the 
lower  cliffs,  though  apparently  deftitute  of  foil, 
produced  many  pine  trees,  that  feemed  to  draw 
all  their  nourifhment  out  of  the  fblid  rock.  The 
water,  near  four  leagues  from  its  upper  end,  was 
of  a  very  light  chalky  colour,  and  nearly  frefh. 

From 
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From  its  fhores  two  fmall  branches  extended, 
one  winding  about  four  miles  to  the  S.  E.  and 
S.  W.  the  other  about  a  league  to  the  N.  N.  W. 
The  examination  of  this  branch  employed  us 
until  noon  the  next  day,  Wednefday  the  ift  of 
Auguft,  when  we  purfued  that  which  appeared 
to  be  the  main  channel  leading  to  the  weft  ward, 
having  feveral  rocky  iflets  and  rocks  off  its  north 
point  of  entrance.  This  I  called  Point  Philip, 
lying  N.  56  W.  from  Deep  Sea  bluffy  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  not  more  than  eight  miles.  So  tardy 
was  our  progrefs  in  fixing  the  boundary  of  this 
broken  continental  fhore,  which  we  traced  from 
point  Philip,  about  two  leagues  in  the  direction 
of  N.  78  W.  when  it  again  became  divided  into 
various  channels.  The  mo  ft  fpacious  one,  lead- 
ing to  the  fouth-weftward,  prefented  an  appear- 
ance of  communicating  with  the  fea.  The  fhores, 
on  all  fides,  were  high,  fteep  and  rocky ;  though 
they  feemed  tolerably  well  clothed  with  pines  of 
different  forts. 

We  kept  the  continental  fliore  on  board 
through  a  very  intricate  narrow  branch  that  took 
a  direction  E.  by  N.  for  near  two  leagues,  and 
then  terminated  as  ufual  at  the  bafe  of  a  remark- 
able mountain,  confpicuous  for  its  irregular  form, 
and  its  elevation  above  the  reft  of  the  hills  in  its 
neighbourhood.  This  I  have  diftinguifhed  in 
my  chart  by  the  name  of  Mount  Stephens, 
,  U  2  in 
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in  honor  of  Sir  Philip  Stephens  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. It  is  fituated  in  latitude  51°  I7,  longitude 
233°  20',  and  may  ferve  as  an  excellent  guide 
to  the  entrance  of  the  various  channels  with 
which  this  country  abounds. 

As  we  profecuted  our  refearches,  we  vifited 
a  fmall  Indian  village  fituated  on  a  rocky  iflet. 
The  whole  of  it  was  nearly  occupied,  well  con- 
firu&ed  for  its  prote&ion,  and  rendered  almoft 
inacceffible  by  platforms  fimilar  to  that  before 
defcribed  though  not  fo  ftrong,  nor  fo  ingenioufly 
defigned.    The  inhabitants  did  not  exceed  thirty 
or  forty  perfons,  who  exactly  correfponded  with 
thofe  feen  to  the  fouthward  of  Deep  Sea  bluff, 
and  from  whom  we  met  with,  as  ufual,  a  very 
cordial  reception.    A  few  indifferent  fea- otter 
fkins,  for  which  they  demanded  more  iron  than 
we  were  inclined  to  give,  comprehended  all  their 
ftock  in  trade ;  they  had  a  diffcant  knowledge  of 
a  few  words  of  the  Nootka  language,  but  did 
not  always  feem  properly  to  apply  them.  The 
narrow  paffage  by  which  we  had  entered,  is  a 
channel  admiffible  far  boats  only ;  and  thence, 
to  the  foot  of  mount  Stephens,  was  merely  a 
chafm  in  the  mountains,  caufed,  probably,  by 
fome  violent  efforts  of  nature.    This  idea  origi- 
nated in  its  differing  materially  in  one  particular 
from  all  the  channels  we  had  hitherto  examined; 
namely,  in  its  having  regular  foundings,  not  ex- 
ceeding 
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ceeded  the  depth  of  13  fathoms,  although  its 
fhores,  like  all  thofe  of  the  channels  which  had 
no  bottom  within  the  reach  of  line,  were  formed 
by  perpendicular  cliffs,  from  their  fnowy  fum- 
mits  to  the  water's  edge. 

The  ftupendous  mountains  on  each  fide  of 
this  narrow  chafm,  prevented  a  due  circulation 
of  air  below,  by  excluding  the  rays  of  the  fun ; 
whilffc  the  exhalations  from  the  furface  of  the 
water  and  the  humid  lhores  wanting  rarefaction, 
were,  in  a  great  meafure,  detained,  like  fteam  in 
a  condenfed  ftate  ;  the  evaporation  thus  produced 
a  degree  of  cold  and  chillnefs  which  rendered  our 
night's  lodging  very  unpleafant. 

We  quitted  this  unwholefome  fituation,  at  the 
dawning  of  the  next  day,  Thurfday  the  2d,  and 
directed  our  courfe  through  another  paflage, 
which,  from  the  northern  fhore,  led  about  a 
league  to  the  weftward,  and  then  turned  to  the 
fouth.  This  channel  is  exceffively  dangerous, 
owing  to  the  number  of  rocky  iflets,  funken 
rocks,  and,  by  the  tides  fetting  through  it  w7ith 
great  rapidity  and  irregularity.  By  breakfaft  time 
we  reached  the  opening  leading  to  the  fouth- 
weftward,  about  half  a  league  from  the  village 
we  had  vifited  the  preceding  day.  Here  I  in«? 
tended  to  conclude  my  excurfion  as  foon  as  a 
place  of  rendezvous  for  the  veffels  and  boats 
fliould  be  found ;  in  queft  of  which  we  proceeded 

U  3  down. 
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down  the  opening  leading  to  the  fouth-weft- 
ward;  which  I  called  Wells's  Passage;  this 
now  feemed,  on  a  certainty,  to  communicate 
with  the  great  channel,  which  we  fuppofed  to 
lead  to  fea.    But  another  branch  foon  appearing, 
that  ftretched  a  little  to  the  fouth- weft  ward  of 
weft,  I  was  in  hopes  my  objed:  would  have  been 
further  attained,  by  finding  fome  more  wefterly 
ftation  for  our  rendezvous  than  the  end  of  Wells's 
paflage.  Inthishope  we  continued  our  examination 
about  two  leagues,  leaving  fome  part  of  the  fhore 
to  the  north  of  us,  not  fully  explored.  On  land- 
ing to  dine  about  the  time  of  high  water,  wre  foon 
perceived  a  rapid  ebb  tide  coming  from  the  weft- 
ward.   This  rendered  a  communication  with  the 
ocean  in  that  diredlion,  if  not  impoffible,  at  leaft 
very  improbable  ;  and  as  the  time  its  examina- 
tion was  likely  to  engage  from  its  apparent  ex- 
tent, might  render  my  defign  ineffectual,  I  de- 
termined to  return,  leaving  the  launch  and  cut- 
ter to  carry  on  the  furvey.    Our  future  meeting 
I  appointed  near  the  weft  point  of  Wells's  paf- 
fage  ;  this,  after  Captain  Boyles  of  the  navy,  I 
named  Point  Boyles  ;  it  is  fituated  in  latitude 
50°  51/,  and  in  longitude  232°  52'. 

About  one  o'clock  the  next  day,  Friday  the 
3d,  we  arrived  on  board,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded with  the  veffels  towards  the  rendezvous, 
but  fo  flowly  that  it  was  not  till  the  evening  of 

Saturday 
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Saturday  the  4th,  that  we  arrived  within  two 
leagues  to  the  S.  E.  of  it.  There  the  boats 
joined  us,  and  the  want  of  wind  obliged  us  to 
anchor  in  60  fathoms  water,  on  the  S.  W.  fide 
of  a  low  ifland,  about  half  a  league  from  its  ftiores, 
bearing  by  compafs  from  N.  42  E.  to  N.  38  W.; 
point  Duff  N.  87  E. ;  the  land  of  the  fouth- 
ern  fliore  from  S.  50  E.  to  S.  22  W. ;  a  high 
ifland  appearing  to  lie  nearly  in  mid-channel, 
from  S.  55  W.  to  S.  64  W. ;  and  point  Boyles 
N.  84  W. ;  having  many  rocky  iflets  and  rocks 
in  view,  too  numerous  to  be  here  noticed. 

I  now  became  acquainted,  that  the  officers  had 
returned,  as  directed,  to  the  examination  of  the 
continental  Ihore  from  the  place  where  I  had 
quitted  it,  and  on  purfuing  it  to  the  fbuthward, 
they  had  found  it  indented  with  fmall  bays,  that 
afforded,  like  the  narrow  arm  before  mentioned, 
fnug  and  convenient  anchorage  ;  but  the  paflages 
into  them  were  intricate  and  dangerous,  owing 
to  the  ftrong  currents,  and  the  many  rocky  iflets, 
and  funken  rocks,  in  their  neighbourhood.  The 
arm,  leading  to  the  weftward,  that  I  had  been  in, 
wTas  traced  to  the  latitude  of  50°  5Q',  longitude 
232°  Z&.  In  it  were  many  rocky  iflands  and 
funken  rocks  ;  which,  with  the  velocity  of  the 
tide,  rendered  it  dangerous,  even  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  boats.  Near  its  termination,  they  pur- 
fued  a  very  narrow  opening  on  its  northern  fhore, 

U  4  winding 
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winding  towards  the  E.  N.  E.  replete  with  over- 
falls and  funken  rocks,  and  ending  by  a  cafcade 
iimilar  to  feveral  that  had  before  been  obferved. 
Thefe  are  perfectly  fait,  and  feem  to  owe  their 
origin  to  the  tidal  waters,  which,  in  general,  rife 
feventeen  feet,  and,  at  high  water,  render  thefe 
falls  imperceptible,  as  the  bar  or  obftru£iion,  at 
that  time,  lies  from  four  to  fix  feet  beneath  the 
furface  of  the  fea,  and  confequently  at  low  water 
caufes  a  fall  of  ten  or  twelve  feet ;  fome  of  which 
are  twenty  yards  in  width.  One  of  thefe  Mr. 
Whidbey  afcended  nearly  at  low  water,  and  found 
the  internal  refervoir  to  be  a  fmall  lake,  or  rather 
a  large  pond,  feemingly  of  deep  water,  divided 
into  feveral  branches,  winding  fome  diftance 
through  a  low,  fwampy,  woodland  country. 
Thefe  fait- water  cafcades  may  probably  be  occa- 
fioned  by  the  great  rapidity  of  the  tides,  after 
they  have  rifen  above  thefe  obftrudlions,  (ailing 
with  confiderable  preffure)  and  rufhing  forward 
in  thofe  inland  narrow  channels,  where  they  foou 
overflow  the  plain,  and,  finding  an  extenfive  field 
for  their  expanfion,  a  fuffictent  quantity  of  water, 
with  the  addition  of  the  drains  and  fprings  of 
the  country,  is  thus  collected,  to  replenifh  thefe 
xefervoirs  every  twelve  hours,  and  to  caufe  a  con- 
stant fall  during  the  reflux  of  the  tide.  Within 
a  few  yards  of  one  of  thefe  cafcades  was  difco- 
vered  a  confiderable  ftream  of  warm  frefli  water. 

By 
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By  this  expedition,  the  continental  fhore  was 
traced  to  the  wefternmoft  land  in  fight.  We 
had  now  only  to  proceed  along  it,  as  foon  as  the 
wind  and  weather  would  permit  our  moving. 
This,  however,  a  thick  fog  and  a  calm  prevented, 
until  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  the  5th,  when  a 
light  breeze  between  S.  W.  and  weft  enabled  us, 
by  fun-fet,  to  advance  about  two  leagues  to  the 
weft  ward  of  point  Boyles,  which,  by  compafs, 
bore  from  us  S.  85  W. ;  an  ifland,  previoufly 
confidered  to  lie  in  mid-channel,  but  now  dis- 
covered to  be  divided  into  four  or  more  iflets,  S. 
38  E.  ;  the  moft  diftant  part  of  the  oppofite  fhore 
fouth,  four  or  five  leagues  off ;  and  the  neareft 
taken  by  us  to  be  an  ifland,  W.  S.  W.  about  a 
league.  Thefe  pofitions  are  not,  however,  to  be 
received  as  corre6l,  becaufe  the  fog,  ftill  continu- 
ing, alternately  obfcured  place  after  place,  in  the 
fouthern  quarters,  fo  as  to  render  it  impracticable 
either  to  acquire  the  true  pofition,  or  even  gain  a 
diftind:  view  of  thofe  fhores.  The  northern,  or 
continental  fide,  was  not  in  the  like  manner  ob- 
fcured ;  its  neareft  part  bore  by  compafs  north 
about  half  a  league  from  us ;  and  its  weftern  ex- 
tremity, N.  78  W.  Between  this  point  and  a 
clufter  of  iflands,  bearing  weft,  a  channel  ap- 
peared to  lead  along  the  coaft  of  the  main  land, 
in  which  were  fome  fmall  iflets  and  rocks ;  fouth 
of  the  clufter,  the  haze  and  fog  rendered  it  im- 

poffible 
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poffiblc  to  determine  of  what  that  region  princi- 
pally confifted,  though  the  imperfed:  view  we 
obtained,  gave  it  the  appearance  of  being  much 
broken.  In  this  lituation,  we  had  60  and  70  fa- 
thoms, muddy  bottom  ;  but  as  we  had  fufficient 
fpace  to  pals  the  night  in  under  fail,  I  preferred 
fo  doing,  that  we  might  be  ready  to  purfue  the 
above-mentioned  channel  in  the  .morning. 

The  wind  continuing  light  in  the  S.  W.  quarter, 
we  plied  until  day-break  of  Monday  6th,  when  the 
breeze  wasfucceeded  bya  calm,  and  a  very  thick  fog 
that  obfcured  every  furrounding  object  until  noon, 
without  our  being  able  to  gain  foundings  ;  fo  that 
we  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  currents,  in  a 
fituation  that  could  not  fail  to  occafion  the  moft 
anxious  folicitude.    The  fog  had  no  fooner  dif- 
perfed,  than  we  found  ourfelves  in  the  channel 
for  which  I  had  intended  to  fteer,  interfperfed 
with  numcrou  \ rocky  iflets  and  rocks,  extending 
from  the  above  clufter  of  iflands  towards  the 
ihore  of  the  continent.  The  region  to  the  S.  W. 
ftill  remained  obfcured  by  the  fog  and  haze ;  at 
intervals,  however,  fomething  of  it  might  be  dif- 
cerned,  ferving  only  to  flievv  there  was  no  great 
probability  of  our  finding  a  lefs  intricate  pafTage 
to  navigate,  than  that  immediately  before  us 
along  the  continental  fhore ;  which  muft  either 
be  now  traced  by  the  fhip,  or  by  the  boats  on  a 
future  occafion.    This  made  me  determine  on 

the 
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the  former  mode,  although  there  was  reafon  to 
apprehend  it  would  engage  our  utmoft  attention, 
even  in  fair  weather  to  preferve  us  from  latent 
dangers.   The  difperfion  of  the  fog  wras  attended 
by  a  light  breeze  from  the  N.  N.  W.,  and  as  we 
ftood  to  windward,  we  fuddenly  grounded  on  a 
bed  of  funken  rocks  about  four  in  the  afternoon. 
A  fignal  indicating  our  fituation  was  immediately 
made  to  the  Chatham,  fhe  inftantly  anchored  iu 
fifty  fathoms  wTater,  about  a  cable  and  a  half  dis- 
tant from  us,  and  we  immediately  received  all 
her  boats  to  our  affiftance.    The  ftrcam  anchor 
was  carried  out,  and  an  attempt  made  to  heave 
the  fhip  off,  but  to  no  effect.   The  tide  fell  very 
rapidly;  and  the  force  with  which  the  fhip  had 
grounded,  had  occafioned  her  fewing  conliderably. 
forward.    On  heaving,  the  anchor  came  home, 
fo  that  we  had  no  refource  left  but  that  of  get- 
ting down  our  topmafts,  yards,  &c.  &c.  flioaring 
up  the  veifel  wTith  fpars  and  fpare  topmafls,  and 
lightening  her  as  much  as  poffible,  by  ftarting  the 
water,  throwing  overboard  our  fuel  and  part  of 
the  ballaft  we  had  taken  on  board  in  the  fpring. 
Soon  after  the  fhip  was  aground,  the  tide  took 
her  on  the  ftarboard  quarter;  and  as  fhe  was 
afloat  abaft  it  caufed  her  to  take  a  fudden  fwing, 
and  made  her  heel  fo  very  confiderably  on  the 
ftarboard  fide,  which  was  from  the  rocks,  that 
her  fituation,  for  a  few  feqonds,  was  alarming  in 

the 
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the  higheft  degree.    The  fhoars  were  got  over 
with  all  poffible  difpatch,  but  notwithstanding 
this,  by  the  time  it  was  low  water,  the  {larboard 
main  chains  were  within  three  inches  of  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fea.    Happily,  at  this  time,  there 
was  not  the  fmalleft  fwell  or  agitation,  although 
we  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  ocean. 
This  mil  ft  ever  be  regarded  as  a  very  providential 
circumftance,  and  was  highly  favorable  to  our 
very  irkfome  and  perilous  fituation,  in  which, 
under  the  perfuafion  of  the  tide  falling  as  low  as 
had  been  lately  obferved  in  our  feveral  boat  ex- 
peditions, nothing  ftiort  of  immediate  and  inevi- 
table deftru&ion  prefented  itfelf,  until  towards 
the  latter  part  of  the  ebb  tide,  when  more  than 
one  half  of  the  fliip  was  fupported  by  fuch  a  fuffi- 
cient  body  of  water,  as,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  re- 
lieve us  from  the  painful  anxiety  that  fo  diftreffing 
a  circumftance  neceflarily  occafioned.  When  the 
tide  was  at  the  loweft,  about  nine  at  night,  the 
fhip^s  fore  foot  was  only  in  about  three  and  a  half 
feet  water,  whilft  her  ftern  was  in  four  fathoms. 

In  this  melancholy  fituation,  we  remained,  ex- 
pecting relief  from  the  returning  flood,  which  to 
our  inexpreffible  joy  was  at  length  announced  by 
the  floating  of  the  fhoars,  a  happy  indication  of 
the  fhip  righting.  Our  exertions  to  lighten  her 
were,  however,  unabated,  until  about  two  in  the 
morning  of  Tuefday  the  7th  ;  when  the  fhip  be- 
coming 
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coming  nearly  upright,  we  hove  on  the  ftern  ca- 
ble, and,  without  any  particular  efforts,  or  much 
ftrain,  had  the  inexpreffible  fatisfa&ion  of  feeling 
her  again  float,  without  having  received  the  leaft 
apparent  injury.  We  brought  up  in  35  fathoms 
water,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  bed 
of  rocks  from  whence  we  had  fo  providentially 
efcaped.  After  about  three  hours  reft,  all  hands 
were  employed  in  the  re-equipment  of  the  fhip. 
The  main  top-gallant  top-rope  unluckily  broke, 
and  by  this  accident,  John  Turner,  a  feaman,  had 
his  arm  fractured.  By  noon,  the  hold  was  re- 
ftowed,  and  the  fhip,.  in  every  refpedl,  ready 
again  to  proceed. 

A  light  breeze  Ipringing  up  from  the  S.  W. 
about  one  o'clock,  we  were  again  under  fail,  and 
knowing  of  no  fafer  channel,  w7e  directed  our 
courfe  through  that  before  us,  along  the  conti- 
nental fhore.  This  was  a  narrow  p  all  age,  and 
as  we  advanced,  became  more  intricate  by  an  in- 
creafed  number  of  rockv  iflets  and  rocks,  as  well 
beneath,  as  above  the  furface  of  the  water ;  the 
former  being  afcertained  by  the  furf  breaking  with 
fome  violence  upon  them.  This  dangerous  na- 
vigation feemed  to  continue  as  far  as  was  difcer- 
nible  towards  the  ocean,  between  the  fliore  of  the 
continent  and  the  land  forming  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  channel,  which  appeared  to  be  an  extenfive 
range  of  iilands. 

Having 
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Having  fb  recently  been  preferved  from  the 
dangers  of  a  moft  perilous  fituation,  the  fcene 
before  us,  in  prefenting  a  profpedl  of  many  fucli 
ihares,  was  extremely  difcouraging.  W e  had, 
however,  not  the  leaft  hope  of  finding  a  lefs  dif- 
ficult way  for  the  execution  of  the  adventurous 
fervice  in  which  we  were  engaged  ;  nor  any  al- 
ternative but  to  proceed  with  all  the  circumfpec- 
tion  and  caution  that  the  nature  of  our  fituation 
would  permit,  through  a  channel  not  more  than 
half  a  mile  wide,  bounded  on  one  fide  by  iflands, 
rocks,  and  breakers,  which  in  fome  places  ap- 
peared almoft  to  meet  the  continental  ihore  on 
the  other.  However  intricate,  this  was  appa- 
rently the  only  navigable  channel  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. About  five  in  the  afternoon  we  had 
fortunately  efcaped  through  its  narroweft  part ; 
the  wind  now  became  light  and  baffling ;  the 
ebb  tide  fat  us  towards  the  ocean,  where  we  had 
a  view  of  the  diftant  horizon,  although  intercepted 
by  the  fame  rocky  region  that  furrounded  us  in 
every  direction.  About  fix  o'clock  fome  of  its 
hidden  dangers  arretted  the  progrefs  of  the  Chat- 
ham. We  inftantly  anchored  in  feventy  fathoms 
water,  and  fent  our  boats  to  her  affiitance.  Thus, 
before  we  had  recovered  from  the  fatiguing  ex- 
ertions and  anxious  folicitude  of  one  diftreffing 
night,  the  endurance  of  a  fimilar  calamity  was 
our  portion  for  the  next, 

I  had 
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I  had  lefs  reafon  at  firft  to  hope  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  Chatham  under  the  circumftances 
of  her  difafter,  than  I  had  the  preceding  night 
for  that  of  the  Difcovery ;  as  the  oceanic  fwell 
was  here  very  perceptible,  and  caufed  a  coniider- 
able  furf  on  the  lliore.  On  the  return  of  our 
fmall  boat,  I  became  acquainted  that,  in  confer 
quence  of  its  having  fallen  calm,  fhe  had  been 
driven  by  the  tide  on  a  ledge  of  funken  rocks, 
but  had  the  confolation  of  hearing,  that  although 
fhe  had  frequently  ftruck  when  lifted  by  the  furge, 
it  had  not  been  violently ;  that  no  damage  had 
yet  been  fuftained  ;  and  that  her  prefent  very  un- 
comfortable fituation  could  not  be  of  long  dura- 
tion, as  it  was  nearly  half  ebb  when  fhe  grounded. 

Our  prefent  anchorage  bore  by  compafs  from 
the  rocks,  on  which  the  Difcovery  had  ftruck, 
though  intercepted  by  various  others,  S.  42  E. 
five  miles,  and  from  the  ledge  of  rocks  on  which 
the  Chatham  was  then  lying,  S.  Ol  E.  three  miles 
diftant.    Our  eftimated  latitude  was  51°  27,  lon- 
gitude 232°  25/.     Since  the  commencement  of 
the  month  of  Auguft,  the  foggy  weather  had  to- 
tally precluded  our  making  any  celcftial  observa- 
tions ;  the  fituation  therefore  of  the  iflands,  coafts, 
rocks,  &c.  weftward  from  Deep  Sea  bluit,  could 
only  be  afcertained  by  an  eftimated  protraction, 
which  may  be  liable  to  errors  we  had  no  means 
to  deteCt ;  hence  this  portion  of  intricate  naviga- 
tion 
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tion  is  not  to  be  implicitly  depended  upon  in  this 
particular,  as  exhibited  by  the  chart ;  but  the 
continued  direction  of  the  continental  ftiore,  (the 
neareft  part  now  bearing  by  compafs  N.  E.  at  the 
diftance  of  about  half  a  league)  was  pofitively  af- 
certained  to  this  ftation ;  and  I  truft,  its  latitude 
and  longitude  will  not  be  found  to  deviate  many 
miles  from  the  truth. 

The  rocks  between  our  prefent  anchorage  and 
the  ocean  having  the  appearance  of  being  almoft 
impenetrable,  Mr.  Whidbey  was  difpatched  to 
difcover  the  moft  fafe  channel  for  us  to  purfue. 
The  day-light  juft  ferved  him  to  execute  his  com- 
miffion  ;  and  on  his  return  at  night  he  informed 
me,  that  there  were  three  paffages ;  one  nearly 
through  the  centre  of  the  rocks ;  another  about 
midway  between  the  continental  iliore,  and  a 
very  broken  country  to  the  fouthward  of  us  ;  and 
a  third  between  the  neareft  clufter  of  rocks  and 
the  continent.  This  for  a  fmall  diftance  feemed 
to  be  clear  ;  but  further  to  the  north-weftward  a 
labyrinth  of  rocks  appeared  to  ftretch  from  the 
continent  towards  land,,  forming  like  two  iflands, 
Thefe  rocks  nearly  joined  to  the  north-eaftern- 
moft  about  nine  miles  from  us,  bearing  by  com- 
pafs N.  50  W.  the  wefternmoft  at  about  the 
fame  diftance,  N.  64  W. 

The  neareft  clufter  of  rocks,  whofe  fbuthern 
part  was  almoft  in  a  line  with  the  eafternmoft 
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ifland,  not  quite  a  league  from  us,  we  were  to 
pais  to  the  fouth  of ;  between  them  and  other 
rocks  and  rocky  iflets,  to  the  weftward  and  S.  W<5 
forming  a  channel  about  two  miles  wide,  in  which 
no  vifible  obftrudion  had  been  difcovered  by 
Mr.  Whidbey.  Thefe  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  pre  - 
fented  an  appearance  of  being  as  nearly  connected 
with  the  fouthern  broken  Ihore,  as  thofe  further 
north  did  with  the  continent,  giving  us  little  to 
expedt  but  a  very  intricate  and  hazardous  naviga- 
tion. 

An  extremely  thick  fog  ufherittg  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th,  precluded  our  feeing  or  knowing 
any  thing  of  the  Chatham's  fituation ;  and  obliged 
us  to  remain  in  the  moft  painful  ftate  of  fufpenfe 
until  about  nine  in  the  forenoon,  when  the  fog 
in  fome  meafure  difperfing,  we  had  the  fatisfac- 
ti'on  of  feeing  our  confort  approaching  us  under 
fail ;  and  having  a  light  foutherly  breeze,  with  the 
ebb  tide  in  our  favor,  we  immediately  weighed 
in  order  to  proceed  together  through  the  channel 
before  mentioned  between  the  rocks. 

On  the  return  of  the  boats,  Lieutenant  Baker, 
who  had  been  with  our  people  affifting  the  Chat- 
ham during  the  night,  informed  me  that  latterly 
fhe  had  ilruck  fo  hard,  as  intirely  to  difable  both 
the  fpare  topmafts,  which  had  been  ufed  for 
ihoars ;  but  that  about  half  paft  one  they  fuc- 
£eeded  in  heaving  her  off,  without  the  appear- 
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ance  of  her  having  fuftained  any  very  material 
damage.  Our  fails  were  fcarcely  fet  when  the 
wind  became  variable  ;  and  foon  after  mid- day 
partial  fogs  and  a  clear  atmofphere  fucc^eded  each 
other  in  every  direction.  Thefe  by  one  o'clock 
obliged  us  again  to  anchor  in  fifty-five  fathoms 
water,  as  did  the  Chatham  about  two  miles  to 
the  northward  of  our  former  ffcation,  and  within 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  continental  Ihore.  Here 
we  were  detained  until  nine  the  following  morn- 
ing of  Thurfday  the  gth,  when  with  a  light  eaft- 
wardly  breeze,  and  clear  weather,  we  direded 
our  courfe  as  before  ftated.  On  paffing  near  the 
rocks  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  channel,  we  had 
foundings  at  the  depth  of  twenty-eight  fathoms, 
rocky  bottom;  but  immediately  afterwards  gained 
no  ground  with  fixty  and  feventy  fathoms  of  line. 
As  it  was  my  intention  to  feek  a  channel  between 
the  two  ifiands,  the  Chatham's  fignal  was  made 
to  lead.  The  wind  being  light  we  advanced 
ftovvly,  paffing  fome  very  dangerous  rocks,  whofe 
fituation  was  only  to  be  known  by  the  breakers 
upon  them  at  low  tide,  lying  about  two  miles  to 
the  S.  E.  of  the  north-eafternmofl  ifland. 

Though  clear  immediately  overhead,  the  ho- 
rizon was  encumbered  with  partial  fogs  in  every 
dire&ion.  This  rendered  the  view  of  furround- 
ing  objects  not  lefs  limited  than  undefined,  and 
prevented  fuch  obfervations  being  made,  as  were 
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neceffary  for  afcertaining  our  pofitive  fituation. 
About  noon  we  were  becalmed  between  thefe 
iflands,  whofe  Ihores  are  about  two  miles  and  a 
half  afunder ;  foundings  were  obtained  at  the 
depth  of  feventy  fathoms,  rocky  bottom.  They 
lie  from  each  other  about  north  and  fouth ;  the 
fouthcrnmoft  is  about  a  league  in  circuit,  with  a 
fmall  ifland  lyifrg  off  its  eaftern  extremity.  The 
northernmoft,  inftead  of  being  one  ifland,  as  had 
been  fuppofed,  was  now  found  to  comprehend 
eight  or  nine  fmall  iflets,  lying  in  a  direction  about 
N.  50  W.  and  occupying  in  that  line  an  extent 
of  four  miles ;  their  breadth  about  half,  or  per- 
haps three  quarters  of  a  mile.  With  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  boats  a-head,  we  palfed  through  this 
channel  about  one  o'clock.  At  this  time  a  light 
breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  north- weftward,  we 
flood  towards  the  fouthern  fliore  ;  it  was  not  how- 
ever, as  was  ufual  with  the  north-wefterly  winds, 
attended  with  clear  and  pleafant  weather,  but 
with  a  remarkably  thick  fog  ;  and  having  no 
foundings  we  were  obliged  to  ply  to  windward 
under  an  eafy  fail  until  about  five  o'clock,  w7hen 
we  gained  bottom,  and  anchored  in  fifty-five  fa- 
thoms water.  The  fog  fbon  after  cleared  away, 
and  difcovered  our  fituation  to  be  near  the  fouth- 
ern fliore,  before  a  fmall  opening  at  the  diftance 
of  about  a  mile.  This  by  compafs  bore  S.  7  W.; 
a  channel  that  appeared  to  ffcretch  to  the  S.  E. 
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through  the  range  of  iflands  to  the  fouthward  of 
that  we  had  navigated,  bore  S.  80  E.  and  feemed 
tolerably  clear  of  thofe  dangers  and  impediments 
with  which  we  had  lately  contended.  The  fouth- 
ernmoft  of  the  iflands  we  had  palled  at  noon  bore 
by  compafs  N.  7  E.  at  the  diftance  of  about  a 
league  ;  and  the  north- wefternmoft  of  the  iflets, 
N.  S  W.  diftant  about  two  leagues  ;  a  low  point 
of  land  forming  the  fouth  point  of  an  opening  on 
the  continental  fhore  N.  14  W.  a  high  diftant 
mountain  being  the  northernmoft  land  in  light 
N.  30  W.  and  the  wefternmoft  land  on  the  fouth  - 
cm  fhore  S.  55  W.  Between  thefe  latter  direc- 
tions the  oceanic  horizon  feemed  perfectly  clear 
and  uninterrupted. 

We  now  appeared  to  have  reached  the  part  of 
the  coaft  that  had  been  vifited  and  named  by  fe- 
veral  of  the  traders  from  Europe  and  India.  The 
Experiment,  commanded  by  Mr.  S.  Wedgbo- 
rough,  in  Auguft,!  780,  honored  the  inlet  through 
which  we  had  lately  pa!Ted,  with  the  name  of 
u  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  the  opening 
on  the  continental  fhore  was  difcovered,  and  called 
u  Smith's  Inlet,"  by  Mr.  James  Hanna,  the 
fame  year ;  the  high  diftant  mountain  that  ap- 
peared to  be  feparated  from  the  main  land,  formed 
part  of  a  clufter  named  by  Mr.  Duncan  "  Cal- 
vert's Islands;"  and  the  channel  between  them 
and  the  main  land,  was  by  Mr.  Hanna  called 
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"  Fitzhugh's  Sound."  Thefe  being  the  names 
given,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  by  the  firft  difco- 
verers  of  this  part  of  the  coaft,  will  be  continued 
by  me,  and  adopted  in  my  charts  and  journal. 

Deftitute  of  any  other  authority,  our  eftimated 
latitude  in  this  fituation  was  51°  4'  longitude 
232°  8'.  In  the  evening  I  vifited  the  fhores,  and 
found  the  opening  take  a  winding  foutherly  di- 
rection, dividing  tlie  land  moft  probably  into  two 
or  more  iflands.  Wefhvard  of  the  opening  a 
fandy  beach  flretched  along  the  coaft,  and  af- 
forded tolerably  good  fhelter,  with  anchorage 
from  fix  to  twenty  fathoms  depth  of  water.  Some 
detached  rocks  were  obferved  to  lie  at  a  little  dis- 
tance from  thefe  fhores. 

Having  a  fine  breeze  from  the  eaftward  on  the 
morning  of  Friday  the  10th,  we  weighed  at  feven, 
and  flood  acrofs  Queen  Charlotte's  found  for  the 
entrance  of  Smith's  inlet.  The  Chatham  being 
ordered  to  lead,  at  half  paft  ten  made  the  fignal 
'*  for  foundings,  at  the  deoth  of  ten  to  eighteen  fa- 
thorns.  In  this  fituation  the  ifland,  near  which 
the  Chatham  had  grounded,  bore  S.  43  E.  diflant 
about  fix  or  fcven  leagues  ;  and  the  labyrinth  of 
rocks  that  before  had  appeared  to  extend  along 
the  continental  fhore,  now  feemed  to  exift  no 
further  than  a  low  fandy  point  bearing  by  com- 
E.  S.  E.  at  the  diftance  of  about  two  leagues. 
The  fhores  of  the  main  from  this  point  feemed 
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free  from  rocks,  and  pofTeiTed  fome  fmall  fandy 
bays  to  the  fouth  point  of  entrance  into  Smith's 
inlet,  which  bore  by  compafs  N.  18  W.  about  a 
league  diftant ;  where  detached  rocks  were  again 
feen  to  incumber  the  Ihore. 

The  weather,  lefs  unfavorable  to  our  purfuits 
than  for  fome  time  paft,  permitted  our  having 
a  tolerably  diftind:  view  of  the  furrounding  coun- 
try. The  opening  before  us,  Fitzhugh's  founds 
appeared  to  be  extenfive  in  a  northerly  diredion. 
At  noon  we  found  our  obferved  latitude  to  be 
51°21/,  longitude  232° 4?.  In  this  fituation,  the 
fouth  point  of  Calvert's  ifland  bore  by  compafs 
N.  29  W.  its  wefternmoft  part  in  fight  N.  6oW. 
two  clufters  of  rocks  S.  73  W.  and  N.  /0  W. 
thefe  were  difcovered  by  Mr.  Hanna,  who  named 
the  former  a  Virgin,"  the  latter  "Pearl 
Hocks,"  both  which  being  low,  and  at  fome  dis- 
tance from  the  fhore,  are  dangeroufly  fituated. 
The  fouth  point  of  Smith's  inlet  terminating  the 
continental  Ihore  in  a  north-wreftwardly  direc- 
tion, bore  by  compafs  S.  40  E.  from  which  the 
Virgin  rocks,  about  thirteen  miles  diftant,  lie  N. 
75  W.  and  the  Pearl  rocks  N.  38  W.  diftant 
about  eight  miles. 

Intending  to  continue  the  inveftigation  of  the 
continental  fhore  up  Smith's  inlet,  the  Chatham 
was  dire&ed  that  way  ;  but  as  we  advanced,  the 
great  number  of  rocky  iflets  and  rocks,  as  well 

beneath 


175)2.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  311 

beneath  as  above  the  furface  of  the  fea,  and  the 
irregularity  of  the  foundings,  induced  me  to  aban- 
don this  defign,  and  to  (leer  along  the  eaftern  fide 
of  Calvert's  ifland,  forming  a  fteep  and  bold  fliore, 
in  quell  of  "  Port  Safety,"  laid  down  in  Mr.  Dun- 
can's chart,  or  of  any  other  convenient  anchorage 
we  might  find  ;  and  from  thence  to  difpatchtwo 
parties  in  the  boats,  one  to  profecute  the  exami- 
nation of  the  broken  ftiores  to  the  fouth-eaftward 
of  us,  the  other  to  explore  the  main  branch  of 
Fitzhugh's  found  leading  to  the  northward.  In 
confequence  of  this  determination,  the  neceflary 
lignal  was  made  to  the  Chatham  for  quitting  her 
purfuit ;  and  we  made  all  fail  to  the  northward. 

On  palling  that  which  we  had  confidered  as 
the  fouth  point  of  Calvert's  ifland,  it  proved  to 
be  two  fmall  iflets  lying  near  it ;  and  from  the 
fcuthernmoft  of  them,  the  Virgin  and  Pearl  rocks 
in  a  line  lie  S.  68  W.  the  former  eleven,  and  the 
latter  four  miles  diftant. 

As  we  proceeded  up  this  found,  the  eaftern  fliore 
ftill  continued  to  be  much  divided  by  water ;  to- 
wards the  fea  it  wras  of-moderate  height,  though 
the  interior  country  was  confiderably  elevated  ; 
the  w  hole  was  apparently  one  intire  foreft  of  pine 
trees  produced  from  the  chafms  in  the  rugged 
rocks  of  which  the  country  is  formed.  The  weft- 
ern,  or  fliore  of  Calvert's  iflands  is  firm,  and  rofe 
abruptly  from  the  fea  to  a  very  great  height,  feem- 

X  4  ingly 
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ingly  compofed  of  the  fame  rocky  materials,  and 
like  the  eaftern  fhore,  intirely  covered  with  pine 
trees.    About  four  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday 
the  eleventh,  a  fmall  cove  was  difcovered  on  the 
weflern  ftiore,  bearing  fome  refemblance  to  Mr. 
Duncan's  port  Safety,  but  differing  in  its  latitude 
according  to  our  run  fince  noon.  Appearing  how- 
ever likely  to  anfvver  all  our  purpofes,  we  hauled 
in  for  it ;  the  fhores  we  found  to  be  bold,  fteep 
on  either  fide,  and  foundings  at  the  entrance 
were  from  twenty-three  to  thirty  fathoms,  foft 
bottom.    We  anchored  about  fix  in  the  evening 
in  feventeen  fathoms  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
cove,  as  did  the  Chatham  on  the  oppofite  fhore, 
fteadying  the  veffels  with  hawfers  to  the  trees. 
My  firffc  obje6t  after  the  Ihip  was  fecured,  was  to 
examine  the  cove.  It  terminated  in  a  fmall  beach, 
near  which  was  a  flream  of  excellent  water  and 
an  abundance  of  wood  :  of  thefe  neceffaries  we 
now  required  a  confiderable  fupply ;  and  as  the 
field  of  employment  for  our  boats  would  be  ex- 
tenfive,  there  was  little  doubt  of  our  remaining 
here  a  fufficient  time  to  replenifh  thefe  ftores. 
Being  tolerably  well  fheltered  in  this  cove,  I  was 
willing  to  hope  the  Chatham  might  with  fecu- 
rity,  and  without  much  difficulty,  be  laid  on 
fhore  to  examine  if  fhe  had  fuftained  any  damage 
whilft  ftriking  on  the  rocks. 

After  giving  dire&ions  for  the  execution  of 

thefe 
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thefc  fervices,  I  ordered  the  yawl;  launch,  and 
two  cutters  belonging  to  the  Difeovery,  and  the 
Chatham's  cutter  to  be  equipped,  fupplied  wi'ch 
a  week's  provifions,  and  to  be  in  rcadinefs  to  de- 
part early  the  next  morning.  The  boats  being 
prepared  and  fupplied,  agreeably  to  my  w  ifhes^ 
we  departed  about  five  o'clock  ;  and  having  pro- 
ceeded together  nearly  into  the  middle  of  the 
found,  I  dire&ed  Lieutenant  Paget  and  Mr. 
Whidbey,  in  the  Difcovery's  launch  and  large 
cutter,  to  examine  the  coaft  we  had  left  unex- 
plored to  the  fou  th  -  c  aft  war  d ,  from  the  termina- 
tion of  the  continent  in  its  N.  W.  dire&ion,  to 
a  certain  point  on  the  eaftern  fhore,  where  Mr. 
Johnftone,  in  the  Chatham's  cutter,  attended  by- 
Mr.  Humphreys  in  the  Difcovery's  fmall  cutter, 
w7ould  commence  his  inquiry.  Conceiving  the 
northern  furvey  would  be  infinitely  more  exten- 
live  than  that  to  the  fouth,  I  joined  Mr.  John- 
ftone's  party,  in  order  to  fix  on  a  rendezvous 
where,  agreeably  to  my  propofed  plan,  he  wrould 
on  his  return  find  the  veflels,  or  they  would  be 
on  their  way  from  the  cove  to  the  place  fo  ap- 
pointed. 

Our  feparation  had  fcarcely  taken  place,  when 
our  foutherly  breeze  frefhened  to  a  brifk  gale, 
attended  by  a  torrent  of  rain.  The  wind  however 
having  favored  our  purfuit,  we  reached  the  eaft- 
ern fliore  about  five  miles  to  the  northward  of 

the 
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the  cove  where  the  fiiips  rode.  It  was  low  but 
cornpad:,  with  one  fmjaH  opening  only,  impaflable 
for  our  boats  by  breakers  extending  acrofs  it.  On. 
the  weftcrn  fide  two  confpicuous  openings  had 
been  obferved;  the  fcuthcrnmoft  had  the  appear- 
ance of  being  a  very  fine  harbour ;  the  other, 
about  two  leagues  further  north,  formed  a  paffagc 
to  fea,  in  which  were  feveral  rocky  iflets.  About 
noon  we  arrived  at  the  point  where  Mr.  John- 
ftone's  refearches  were  to  commence,  nearly  in 
the  dire&ion  of  north  from  the  fhips,  and  at  the 
diftance  of  about  fixteen  miles.  From  this  point, 
the  north  point  of  the  pafTage  leading  to  fea,  lies 
S.  39  W.  four  miles  diftant ;  but  the  thick  rainy 
weather  prevented  our  feeing  any  objects  that 
were  to  the  northward.  Increafed  torrents  of 
rain,  and  thick  ftormy  weather  from  the  S.  E. 
obliged  us  to  take  fhelter  in  the  firfl  fafe  place 
we  could  difcover,  which  prcfented  itfelf  in  a 
fmall  cove,  about  a  mile  from  the  point  above- 
mentioned,  where  we  wrere  very  unpleafantly  de- 
tained until  pear  noon  the  following  day,  Sunday 
the  1  2th,  when  the  wind  having  moderated,  and 
the  rain  in  fome  degree  abated,  we  refumed  our 
examination  along  the  ftarboard  or  continental 
fhore,  extending  from  the  above  point  about  a 
league  and  a  half  in  a  north  dirc&ion.  Here  the 
inlet  divided  into  two  capacious  branches ;  that 
which  appeared  to  be  the  principal  one  Hill  con? 
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tinued  its  northerly  courfc,  the  other  ilrctched 
E.  N.  E.  and  was  in  general  about  a  mile  wide. 
In  order  to  profeeute  the  furvey  of  the  conti- 
nental fhore,  which  I  prefumed  this  to  be,  the 
latter  became  the  firit  objed  of  our  examination, 
for  which  we  quitted  the  former,  whole  width 
we  efti mated  at  a  league.    The  intcrmiflion  of 
the  rain  was  for  a  fhort  time  only  ;  at  three  in 
the  afternoon  it  again  returned  with  fuch  fqually 
and  unpleafant  weather,  that  we  were  neceffi- 
tated,  at  fix,  to  take  up  cur  abode  for  the  night 
on  a  long  fandy  beach,  about  eight  miles  within 
the  entrance  of  this  eaftern  branch.  In  the  S.  E. 
corner  of  this  beach  was  the  largeft  brook  of  frelli 
water  we  had  yet  feen  on  the  coaft.    It  bore  a 
very  high  colour,  and  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea 
with  confiderable  velocity.    Here  the  mountains, 
which  appeared  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  fhowy 
barrier  from  mount  Stephens,  retired  a  fmall  dis- 
tance from  the  beach,  and  the  low  land,  occupy- 
ing the  intermediate  fpace,  produced  pine  trees 
of  inferior  growth,  from  a  bed  of  mofs  and  de- 
cayed vegetables  in  the  ftate  of  turf,  nearly  as 
inflammable  as  the  wood  which  it  produced.  A 
continuation  of  the  unpleafant  weather  confined 
us  to  this  uncomfortable  fpot  until  the  afternoon 
of  Monday  the  13th;   when,  about  four,  we 
again  proceeded  up  the  branch,  which,  from  the 
beach,  took  a  dircdion  N.  by  E. ;  the  furtheft 

point 
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point  feen  in  that  line  was  at  the  diftance  of 
about  three  leagues ;  this,  after  paffing  an  exten- 
five  cove  on  the  (larboard  fide,  we  reached  about 
nine  at  night.  Excepting  this  cove,  and  that  we 
had  j lift  before  left,  no  other  was  fcen  ;  the  fides 
of  this  channel  were  compofed  of  compact,  ftu- 
pendous  mountains,  and  nearly  perpendicular, 
rocky  cliffs,  producing  pine  trees  to  a  confider- 
able  height  above  the  fhores,  and  then  nearly 
barren  to  their  lofty  fummits,  which  were  rnoftly 
covered  with  fnow. 

During  the  night  we  had  much  rain  ;  the 
next  morning,  Tucfday  the  14th,  the  weather 
was  cloudy,  with  fome  paffing  fhowers,  which 
at  intervals  enabled  us  to  obtain  a  tolerably  dif- 
tindl  view  of  the  region  before  us ;  and  for  tha 
firft  time,  fince  the  commencement  of  this  ex- 
pedition, it  lhewred  the  branch  we  were  navi- 
gating to  be  about  twro  miles  wide,  extending  in 
a  N.  E.  by  E.  direction,  feveral  leagues  ahead. 
I  had  been  in  continual  expectation  of  finding 
that  the  larboard  Ihore  would  prove  to  be  an 
ifland,  in  which  cafe,  on  the  return  of  the  launch 
and  cutter,  the  vcffels  fliould  have  been  removed 
to  its  northern  extremity,  and  by  that  means  the 
return  of  the  boats  that  were  ftill  to  proceed, 
would  be  materially  fhortcned  ;  but,  feeing  little 
reafon  to  indulge  this  hope  any  longer,  I  ap- 
pointed a  rendezvous  with  Mr.  Johnftone,  a  little 

to 
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to  the  fouth  of  the  entrance  into  this  arm;  where, 
on  his  return,  he  would  find  the  veilels,  or  they 
would  be  on  their  way  thither ;  and,  after  bid- 
ding him  farewell,  returned  on  my  way  towards 
the  fhips. 

By  noon  we  had  reached  the  entrance  of  this 
branch  of  the  inlet,  where,  on  a  fmall  iflet  near 
its  fouth  point,  I  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  51° 
52',  making  the  ftation  at  which  I  had  parted 
with  Mr.  Johnftone,  and  which  I  had  concluded 
to  be  the  continental  ihore,  in  latitude  52°  Z\ 
longitude  232°  ]  (/.  This  rendezvous  was  about 
37  miles  from  the  ftation  of  the  veffels,  in  as  de- 
folate  inhofpitable  a  country  as  the  mo  ft  melan- 
choly creature  could  be  defirous  of  inhabiting. 
The  eagle,  crow,  and  raven,  that  occafionally  had 
borne  us  company  in  our  lonely  refearches,  vifited 
not  thefe  dreary  fhores.  The  common  fhell-fifh, 
fuch  as  mufclcs,  clams,  and  cockles,  and  the 
nettle  famphire,  and  other  coarfe  vegetables,  that 
had  been  fo  highly  elTential  to  our  health  and 
maintenance  in  all  our  former  excurfions,  were 
fcarcely  found  to  exift  here  ;  and  the  ruins  of  one 
miferable  hut,  near  where  we  had  lodged  the 
preceding  night,  was  the  only  indication  we  faw 
that  human  beings  ever  reforted  to  the  country 
before  us,  which  appeared  to  be  devoted  intirely 
to  the  amphibious  race  ;  feals  and  fea-otters,  par- 
ticularly the  latter,  were  feen  in  great  numbers. 

Having 
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Having  dined,  and  dedicated  a  fhort  interval 
of  fun-fhine  to  the  drying  of  our  wet  clothes,  we 
made  the  belt  of  our  way  towards  the  fhips ; 
where,  about  midnight,  we  arrived,  moft  excef- 
lively  fatigued  ;  the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
having,  on  this  occauon,  been  more  feverely  felt 
than  in  any  of  our  former  expeditions. 

The  fame  very  difagreeable  w?eather  had  pre- 
railed  during  our  abfence,  attended  with  much 
more  wind  than  we  had  experienced.  From  the 
S.  W.  the  gale  had  blown  particularly  hard, 
which  caufed  the  moil  grateful  reflections  for 
our  having  providentially  reached  fo  comfortable 
a  place  of  (belter,  from  the  dangers  that  muft 
ncceffarily  have  awaited  our  navigating,  in  fuch 
ternpelluous  weather,  the  intricate  and  unex- 
plored region  we  had  fo  recently  quitted. 

During  our  abfence,  a  fuflicicnt  quantity  of 
falmon  had  been  taken,  for  every  perfon  on  board 
the  velTel ;  the  neeeffary  fupplies  of  wood  and 
water  were  nearly  completed ;  but  the  rife  and 
fall  of  the  tide  had  not  been  equal  to  our  wifhes 
for  the  purpofe  of  grounding  the  Chatham,  with- 
out landing  the  greater  part  of  her  ftores  and 
provifions  ;  and,  as  the  bottom  at  low  tide  was 
found  to  be  foft  mud,  unfavourable  to  fach  an 
operation,  that  bufmefs  was  neceflarily  deferred. 

The  weather,  though  clear  at  intervals  for  a 
fhort  time,  continuing  very  boifteraus,  filled  our 

minds 
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minds  with  much  folicitude  for  the  welfare  of  our 
friends  in  the  boats ;  particularly  thofe  detached 
to  the  S.  E.  who  were  greatly  expofed  not  only 
to  its  inclemency,  but  to  the  violence  of  the  fea, 
which,  from  an  uninterrupted  ocean,  broke  with 
great  fury  on  the  fouthern  fhores.    One  confola- 
tion,  however,  always  attended  my  anxious  con- 
cern on  thefe  perilous  occafions,  that,  in  the  ex- 
pofure  of  my  people  to  fuch  fatiguing  and  hazar- 
dous fervice,  I  could  ever  depend  on  their  cheerful 
and  ready  obedience  to  the  prudent  and  judicious 
dire&ions  of  the  officers  who  were  intrufted  with 
the  command  of  thefe  adventurous  expeditions- 
Friday,  the  17th.    Whilft  wTe  thus  remained 
under  much  concern  for  the  fafetv  of  our  dc- 
tached  parties,  we  were  fuddenly  fuprized  by  the 
arrival  of  a  brig  off  the  entrance  of  the  cove, 
under  Englifli  colours.    A  fight  fo  uncommon, 
created  a  variety  of  opinions  as  to  the  caufe  that 
would  induce  any  velfel  in  a  commercial  pur- 
suit, (for  fo  (lie  appeared  to  be  employed)  to  vifit 
a  region  fo  defolate  and  inhofpitable.    Our  fuf- 
penfe,  howrever,  was  at  an  end  on  the  return  of 
Lieutenant  Baker,  who  informed  me  fhe  was  the 
Venus  belonging  to  Bengal,  of  110  tons  bur- 
then, commanded  by  Mr.  Shepherd,  laft  from 
Nootka,  and  bound  on  a  trading  voyage  along 
thefe  fhores  ;  that  having  found  the  price  of 
Ikins  fo  exorbitant  on  the  fea-coaft,  he  had  been 

induced 
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Induced  to  try  this  inland  navigation,  in  the 
hope  of  procuring  them  at  a  lefs  extravagant 
price.    By  him  we  received  the  plealant  tidings 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Daedalus  ilore-fhip,  laden 
wi  h  a  fupply  of  provifions  and  ftores  for  our 
ufe;   and  he  acquainted  Mr.  Baker  that  Senr 
Quadra  was  waiting  with  the  greeMxft  impatience 
to  deliver  up  the  fettlemcnt  and  territories  at 
Nootka.    But,  as  fortune  too  frequently  com- 
bines difaftrous  circumftanccs  with  grateful  in- 
telligence, Mr.  Shepherd  had  brought  wTith  him 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  New,  mafter  of  the 
Daedalus,  informing  me  of  a  mod  diftreffing  and 
melancholy  event.   Lieutenant  Hergeft  the  com- 
mander, Mr.  William  Gooch  the  aftronomer, 
with  one  of  the  feamen  belonging  to  the  Daeda- 
lus, had  been  murdered  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Woahoo,  whilft  on  fhore  procuring  water  at  that 
ifland.    A  circumftance  fo  much  to  be  deplored, 
and  fo  little  to  be  expected,  was  fincerely  I&h 
merited  by  us  all,  and  fincerely  felt  by  myfelf, 
as  Mr.  Hergeft  had,  for  many  years,  been  my 
mofl  intimate  friend  ;  he  was  a  moft  valuable 
character  ;  and  I  had  ever  efteemed  him  as  a  man 
not  lefs  deferving  my  refped  than  intitled  to  my 
regard.    The  lofs  of  Mr.  Gooch,  though  I  had 
not  the  pleafure  of  his  acquaintance,  would  un- 
avoidably be  materially  felt  in  the  iervice  we  had 
to  execute  during  the  enfuing  part  of  our  voyage. 

For 
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For  although  Mr.  Whidbev,  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  fome  of  our  young  gentlemen,  relieved 
me  of  confiderable  labour,  by  attending  to  nau- 
tical aftronomy ;  yet,  for  the  purpofe  of  expe- 
diting this  arduous  fervice  on  which  we  were 
employed,  the  abfence  both  of  Mr.  Whidbey  and 
myfelf  frequently  became  necefTary,  whilft  the 
fhips  remained  ftationary  for  fome  days,  in  fitu- 
ations  where  many  opportunities  might  occur 
of  making;  various  aftronomical  obfervations  on 
fliore.  Although  we  were  compelled  to  appro- 
priate fuch  time  to  thofe  purfuits  as  were  indif- 
penfibly  requifite  to  determine  the  pofition  of 
different  points,  promontories  and  ftations,  yet 
we  had  little  leifure  for  making  fuch  mifcella- 
neous  obfervations  as  would  be  very  acceptable 
to  the  curious,  or  tend  to  the  improvement  of 
aftronomy. 

The  weather  was  lefs  difagreeable  and  boifter- 

o 

ous  the  next  morning,  Saturday  the  18th,  when, 
to  our  great  fatisfa£lion,  the  launch  and  cutter 
returned,  without  having  met  wi^h  any  accident, 
although  infinitely  fatigued  by  the  feverity  of  the 
weather,  with  which  they  had  fo  long  contended. 

The  entrance  into  Smith's  inlet  was  nearly 
clofed  by  rocky  illets,  fome  producing  fhrubs  and 
fmall  trees,  others  none  ;  wdth  innumerable  rocks 
as  well  beneath  as  above  the  furface  of  the  fea, 
rendering  it  a  very  intricate  and  dangerous  navi- 

Vol.  II.  Y  gation 
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gation  for  (hipping.  Within  the  illets  and  rocks 
the  northern  fhore  appeared  the  clearefl  ;  but 
the  oppofite  fide  could  not  be  approached  with- 
out fome  difficulty,  not  only  from  the  numerous 
rocks,  but  from  a  great  oceanic  fwell  occafioned 
by  the  prevailing  tempefhious  weather.  From 
the  entrance  into  the  inlet,  whole  north  point 
lies  from  its  fouth  point  N.  20  E.  about  a  league 
diftant,  they  found  it  extend,  nearly  in  an  eaft 
dire&ion,  about  fix  leagues ;  here  it  took  a  turn 
to  the  north-eaftward,  and  terminated  in  lati- 
tude 51°  24',  longitude  232°  471'.  About  three 
leagues  within  the  entrance,  the  rocks  and  illets 
ceafed  to  exift,  and  the  inlet  contra&ed  to  a  ge- 
neral width  of  about  half  a  mile;  though,  in 
particular  places,  it  was  nearly  twice  that  dif- 
tance  from  Ihore  to  fhore  ;  both  of  which  were 
formed  by  high  rocky  precipices  covered  with 
wood. 

About  half  way  up  the  channel  a  village  of 
the  natives  was  difccvered,  which  our  gentlemen 
fuppofed  might  contain  two  hundred  or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  perfons.  It  was  built  upon  a 
detached  rock,  connected  to  the  main  land  by  a 
platform,  and,  like  thofe  before  mentioned,  con- 
ftrudied  for  defence.  A  great  number  of  its  in- 
habitants, in  about  thirty  canoes,  vifited  our 
party,  and  ufed  every  endeavour  they  thought 
likely  to  prevail  on  them  to  vifit  their  habitations. 

They 
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They  offered  the  fkins  of  the  fea-otter  and  other 
animals  to  barter  ;  and  befide  promifes  of  refrefh- 
ment,  made  figns  too  unequivocal  to  be  mifun- 
derftood,  that  the  female  part  of  their  fociety 
would  be  very  happy  in  the  pleasure  of  their 
company.  Having  no  leifure  to  comply  with 
thefe  repeated  folicitations,  the  civil  offers  of  the 
Indians  were  declined ;  and  the  party  continued 
their  route  back,  keeping  the  northern  or  conti- 
nental fhore  on  board.  On  the  l6th  they  en- 
tered another  opening,  about  a  league  to  the 
north  of  the  north  point  of  Smith's  inlet.  The 
entrance  into  this  feemed  lefs  dangerous  than  the 
former ;  it  had,  however,  on  its  fouthern  fide, 
many  rocky  iflets  and  rocks  ;  but  they  difcovered 
no  one  below  the  furface  of  the  water,  nor  any 
danger  that  could  not  eafily  be  avoided  ;  and,  by 
keeping  on  the  north  fide  of  the  entrance,  which 
is  about  half  a  league  acrofs,  a  fair  navigable  paf- 
fage  was  found  about  half  a  mile  w  ide,  between 
the  north  fliore  and  the  rocky  iflets  that  lie  off 
its  fouthern  fide.  Along  this  the  continent  was 
traced  about  a  league,  in  an  eafl  dire&ion,  where 
the  opening  took  its  courfe  N.  15  E.  about  16 
miles,  and  terminated  in  latitude  51°  42',  longi- 
tude 232°  22'.  About  a  league  and  a  half  fouth 
of  this  ftation,  a  fmall  branch  extends  about  four 
miles  to  the  W.  N.  W. ;  and,  half  a  league  fur- 

Y  2  ther 
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ther  fouth,  another  ftretches  about  the  fame  dif- 
tance  to  the  N.  E. 

In  this  inlet,  which  I  have  diftinguiflied  by 
the  name  of  Ejvers's  Channel,  the  land  con- 
tinued of  a  more  moderate  height,  further  up, 
than  had  generally  been  found  to  be  the  cafe  : 
but  where  it  branched  off  in  the  above  directions 
towards  its  head,  the  fliores  were  compofed  of 
high  fteep  rocky  mountains,  and,  like  Smith's 
inlet,  and  many  other  channels  of  this  kind  that 
we  had  examined,  afforded  no  foundings  in  the 
middle  writh  80  fathoms  of  line ;  though  in  the 
bays,  found  in  mofi  of  them,  anchorage  may,  in  all 
probability,  be  procured.  Having  finally  exa- 
mined thefe  branches,  they  returned,  by  a  very 
narrow  intricate  paffage  on  the  northern  fhore, 
leading  through  an  immenfity  of  rocky  iflets  and 
rocks,  until  they  reached  Point  Addenbrooke, 
and  again  arrived  on  the  eaftern  fhore  of  Fitz- 
hugh's  found ;  making  the  land  they  had  palled, 
in  going  up  this  laft  inlet,  on  their  larboard  fide, 
an  ifland  about  fix  or  feven  miles  long.  The 
continental  lliore,  abreafh  of  this  ftation,  having 
been  fo  far  afcertained,  their  fupply  of  provifions 
being  exhaufled,  and  being  greatly  fatigued  by 
the  inclement  wreather,  they  returned  on  board 
without  proceeding  agreeably  to  my  original  de- 
fign.  to  the  northern  extremity  allotted  to  their 
examination.    The  further  labour,  however,  of 

this 
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this  party,  I  deemed  unneceffary,  having  become 
perfe&ly  fatisfied  as  to  the  intermediate  fpace. 
Every  thing  was  therefore  dire6ted  to  be  taken 
from  the  fhore,  that  we  might  fail  in  the  morn- 
ing towards  the  rendezvous  I  had  appointed  with 
Mr.  Johnftdnc. 

Since  my  return  from  the  laft  boat  expedition, 
I  had  fortunately  obtained,  during  the  few  fhort 
intervals  of  fair  weather  that  had  occurred,  fome 
tolerably  good  obfervations  for  the  latitude  and 
longitude  of  this  Itation.    The  former,  by  three 
meridional  altitudes  of  the  fun,  appeared  to  be 
51°  32',  the  latter,  232°  3'  15"  :  the  variation  of 
the  compafs,  l  7°  ft  eaftwardly.    This  cove  is  at 
its  entrance,  the  points  of  which  lie  from  each 
other  N.  30  W.  and  S.  30  E.,  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  wide  ;  and  from  thence,  to  its  head,  in  a 
direction  S.  OsW.,  about  a  mile.    A  fmall  rock 
and  two  rocky  iflets  lie  off  its  north  point  of  en- 
trance.    It  undoubtedly  bore  fome  refemblance 
at  firfl  to  Mr.  Duncan's  port  Safety ;  but  on  re- 
ference to  particulars,  differed  very  materially, 
Mr.  Duncan  places  port  Safety  in  latitude  5 1 0  4  V ; 
and  in  his  fketch  takes  no  notice  of  the  above- 
mentioned  iflets  and  rocks.    By  him  port  Safety 
is  recommended  as  a  very  proper  place  for  clean- 
ing and  refitting  veffels  ;  and  he  fays,  that  the 
oppofite  fhore  is  not  more  than  fix  or  feven  miles 

Y  3  diftant. 
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diftant.    We  however  found  the  oppofite  fhore 
within  a  league  of  us  ;  and  at  the  entrance  of 
the  cove,  inftead  of  100  fathoms,  as  ftated  by 
Mr.  Duncan,  we  had  only  30  fathoms  wTater ; 
decreafing  gradually  to  its  head,  the  whole  a  foft 
muddy  bottom,  and  confequently  very  improper 
for  the  operations  of  cleaning  or  repairing  velfels. 
Notwithftanding  this  manifeft  difagreement,  there 
were  thofe  amongft  us,  who  having  heard  Mr. 
Duncan's  difcourfe  on  this  fubjed:,  infilled  upon 
the  certainty  of  its  being  his  port  Safety.    In  this 
opinion  however,  I  could  not  concur,  for  the 
obvious  reafons  above  ftated,  and  was  more  in- 
clined to  fuppofe,  that  the  opening  I  had  feen 
when  in  the  boats  on  this  fhore,  to  the  fouth  of 
that  which  led  to  fea,  was  Mr.  Duncan's  port 
Safety,  as  that  correfponded  nearer  in  point  of 
latitude,  and  had  more  the  appearance  of  a  port 
than  this  fmall  cove  :  it  however  is  the  firft  place 
that  affords  fafe  and  convenient  anchorage  on 
the  weftern  fhore,  within  the  fouth  entrance  into 
Fitzhugh's  found,  and  proved  a  comfortable  re- 
treat to  us  from  the  dangerous  fituations  to  which 
we  had  fo  recently  been  expofed.    Hence  I  have 
diftinguifhed  it  by  the  name  of  Safety  Cove  ; 
and  havq  only  further  to  add,  that  the  rife  and 
fall  of  the  tide  wras  about  ten  feet,  and  tha"  it  is 
high  water  at  the  time  the  moon  paffes  the  me- 
ridian. 
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ridian.  The  fame  circumftances  refpe  (fling  the 
tides  were  obferved  by  thofe .  employed  in  the 
boat  excurfions  from  this  ftation. 

In  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  lQth,  we  failed 
out  of  Safety  cove,  having  for  the  firft  time  fince 
the  commencement  of  theprefent  month,  aplea- 
fant  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  with  ferene  and  cheer- 
ful weather.  About  eleven  o'clock  we  had  the 
gratification  of  being  joined  by  our  other  boat 
party ;  and  from  Mr.  Johnftone  I  learned,  that 
about  four  miles  to  the  N.  E.  of  the  fpot  where 
I  had  quitted  them,  they  purfued  a  narrow  branch 
of  the  inlet  winding  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft- 
ward,  to  the  latitude  of  50°  5/',  due  fouth  of  the 
place  of  our  feparation.  The  inclemency  of  the 
weather  detained  them  in  this  fituation  until  the 
]  Oth,  when  they  purfued  the  main  branch  of  the 
inlet,  which  is  from  one  to  two  miles  broad,  in 
a  north- eafiierly  direction,  to  a  point  which  I 
called  by  the  name  of  Poii^t  Mekzijes,  after 
Mr.  Menzies  who  had  accompanied  me,  and  af- 
terwards Mr.  Johnftone,  in  this  excurfion  ;  here 
the  inlet  divides  into  three  branches,  each  nearly 
as  wride  as  that;  they  had  navigated.  The  firft 
led  to  the  N.  W.  the  fecond  to  the  northward, 
and  the  other  to  the  fouth.  Several  leagues  to 
the  8.  W.  of  point  Menzies,  the  water  had  af- 
fumed  a  pale  white  colour,  and  wTas  not  v.  ry  fait, 
which  had  encouraged  them  to  pufh  forwaxl  i:i 

Y  4  conftant 
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conftant  expe&ation  of  finding  its  termination  ; 
but  on  reaching  the  above  flation,  all  hopes  in- 
tirely  vanifhed  of  carrying  their  refearches  further 
into  execution,  having  extended  their  excurfion 
beyond  the  time  I  had  prefcribed,  and  the  period 
for  which  they  had  been  fupplied  with  provilions. 
Thefe  on  the  morning  of  the  ]  /th,  being  nearly 
expended,  Mr.  Johnftone  conlidered  it  molt  pru- 
dent to  decline  any  further  inveftigation,  and  to 
return  to  the  fliips.  Thefe  they  reached  two 
days  afterwards,  almoft  exhaufted  with  hunger 
and  fatigue. 

The  country  they  had  viiited  differed  in  no 
one  refped:  from  the  general  appearance  we  had 
long  been  accuftomed  to,  nor  did  any  thing  oc- 
cur to  vary  the  continual  famenefs,  or  chequer 
the  dreary  melancholy  fcene  before  them,  if  we 
except  their  finding  near  the  conclufion  of  their 
examination,  a  canoe  about  forty  feet  long,  hauled 
up  by  the  fide  of  a  miferable  hut,  near  which  w7as 
the  remains  of  a  fire  ftill  burning ;  indicating  the 
vicinity  of  fome  human  beings,  for  whom  they 
left  in  the  canoe  fome  copper,  nails,  and  other 
trifles ;  thefe  on  their  return  were  found  in  the 
fame  ffcate,  without  any  appearance  of  the  canoe 
or  hut  having  been  vifited  in  their  abfence  ;  but 
concluding  the  natives  could  not  be  far  removed, 
they  added  a  few7  more  articles  to  their  former 
donation.    The  foil  in  this  place  was  principally 

compofed 
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competed  of  roots,  leaves,  and  other  decayed  ve- 
getable matter,  and  the  fire  that  had  been  kih- 
died,  had  caught  this  iubftance,  and  made  con- 
fiderable  progrefs  on  the  furfacc. 

Had  Mr.  Johnftone  found  k  termination  to  the 
inlet  under  his  examination,  I  fhould  have  pro- 
ceeded ud  the  main  arm  of  this  found  to  the 
northward  along  the  fhore  of  the  continent,  in 
queft  of  a  more  northerly  paffage  to  fea ;  but  as 
that  had  not  been  effe&ed,  I  purfued  that  which 
I*  had  feen  from  the  boats  leading  to  the  weft- 
ward  through  Calvert's  iflands;  beinir  now  re- 
folved,  in  confequencc  of  the  intelligence  I  had 
received  from  Nootka,  to  abandon  the  northern 
furvey  of  the  continental  fhore  for  the  prefent 
feafon.    This  I  had  otherwife  intended  to  have 
continued  at  leaf!  a  month  longer  ;  but  as  the 
diftreffing  event  of  Mr.  Hergeft's  death  necefTa- 
rily  demanded  my  prefence  in  the  execution  of 
HisMajefty's  commands  at  Nootka,  I  determined 
to  repair  thither  immediately.    This  determina- 
tion favored  alfo  another  defign  I  much  wifhed 
to  execute,  namely,  that  of  extending  the  exami- 
nation of  the  coaft  this  autumn,  fouthward  from 
cape  Mendocino,  to  the  fouthernmoft  point  of 
our  intended  inveftigaiions  in  this  hemifphere. 
Having  the  greateft  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
refult  of  our  fummer's  employment,  as  it  had  by 
the  concurrence  of  the  moil  fortunate  circum- 

ftances 
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fiances  enabled  us  finally  to  trace  and  determine 
the  weftern  continental  fhore  of  North  America, 
with  all  its  various  turnings,  windings,  numerous 
arms,  inlets,  creeks,  bays,  &c  &c.  from  the  la- 
titude of  3Q°  5',  longitude  236°  36",  to  point 
Menzies,  in  latitude  52°  18',  longitude  232°  55'; 
we  took  our  leave  of  thpfe  northern  folitary  re^- 
gions,  whofe  broken  appearance  prefented  a  prof* 
pedl  of  abundant  employment  for  the  enfuing 
feafon,  and  directed  our  route  through  the  paf- 
fage  above-mentioned,  in  order  to  make  the  belt 
of  our  way  towards  Nootka.  * 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Paffage from  Fitzhugtis  Sound  to  Nootla — Arrival 
in  Friendly  Cove — FranfaStions  there,  particu* 
lardy  thofe  refpeSling  the  CeJJton  of  Nootka — Re- 
marks on  the  Commerce  of  North- we/1  America— - 
Ajlronomical  Qbf creations. 

TTAVING  on  Sunday  the  3  Qth  directed  our 
JLJL  courfe  towards  a  paffage,  which  appeared 
to  lead  to  the  ocean  as  flated  in  the  laft  chapter, 
its  N.  E.  point  of  entrance  was  found  to  be  fitu- 
ated  in  latitude  5 1°  45',  longitude  232°  Y  ;  fouth 
of  this  point  lies  a  funken  rock,  which  though 
near  the  fhore  is  dangerous,  being  vifible  at  low 
tide  only  by  the  furf  that  breaks  upon  it.  In 
turning  into  the  channel  we  muffc  have  palled 
twice  very  near  it,  but  did  not  difcover  it  until 
we  were  fome  diftance  beyond  it ;  and  had  not 
light  baffling  winds  retarded  our  progrefs,  it 
would  have  efcaped  our  notice.    From  the  point 
above-mentioned  the  paffage  extends  S.  6o  W. 
about  feven  miles ;  its  northern  fhore  iscompofed 
of  rocky  iflets  and  rocks,  with  fome  fcattered 
rocks  lying  off  its  fouthern  fhore  :  between  thefe 
and  the  rocky  iflets  is  the  paffage,  generally  from 

one 
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one  to  two  miles  wide,  without  any  apparent  ob- 
flru&ion,  yet  it  is  rendered  unpleafant  by  the 
want  of  foundings,  as  within  50  and  100  yards 
of  the  fhore,  on  either  fide,  no  bottom  could  be 
obtained,  with  150  fathoms  of  line.  In  this  very 
difagreeable  fituation  we  were  detained  by  faint 
unfleady  winds  until  eleven  at  night,  when,  by 
the  affiftance  of  a  light  breeze 'from  the  S.  E.  we 
reached  the  ocean,  and  flood  to  the  fouth-wefl- 
ward. 

The  next  morning,  Monday  the  20th,  was  very 
unpleafant ;  frefli  fqualls  from  the  S.  E.  attended 
with  thick  rainy  weather,  continued  until  noon 
the  following  day,  Tuefday  the  2lfl,  when  it 
cleared  up,  and  we  faw  Scot's  ifland,  bearing  S. 
22  E.  about  feven  leagues  diftant.    The  wind 
during  the  day  was  light  and  variable,  though  at- 
tended with  fair  weather  ;  in  the  evening  it  feem- 
ed  fixed  at  S.  S.  W.  when,  not  being  able  to 
pafs  to  windward  of  Scot's  iilands,  our  courfe  was 
directed  to  the  north  of  them,  towards  cape  Scot, 
having  foundings  and  a  foft  muddy  bottom  at  the 
depth  of  eighty  and  ninety  fathoms,  until  about 
nine  in  the  evening,  when  the  water  fuddenly 
fhoaled  from  fixty  to  feventecn  fathoms,  and  the 
bottom  became  rocky.    On  this  we  inftantly 
flood  back  to  the  weftward,  left  we  fhould  ap- 
proach fome  danger,  but  wc  did  not  perceive 
either  breakers  or  fhoals,  although  the  night  was 

flill 
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ftill  and  clear.  Thefe  foundings  were  from  the 
weftemmoft  of  Scot's  iflands  N.  1 8  E.  about  five 
leagues ;  from  this  circumftance,  and  from  the 
diftant  rocks  and  fhoals  we  faw  extending  from 
the  Aiores  of  Calvert's  iflands,  it  is  highly  necef- 
fary  that  the  fpace  between  Calvert's  and  Scot' 3 
iflands  fhould  be  navigated  with  great  caution. 

We  were  detained  about  Scot's  iflands  by  light 
variable  winds  until  Friday  the  24th,  when  we 
paffed  to  the  fouth  of  them,  and  continued  to  the 
eaftward  along  their  fouthern  fhores. 

The  weffcernmoft  of  them  is  fituated  in  lati- 
tude 50°  52'  longitude  231 9  2'.  The  group  con- 
fifts  of  three  fmall  and  almoft  barren  iflands,  with 
many  fmall  rocks  and  breakers  about  them.  Weil 
from  the  weftcrnmoft  of  them,  a  ledge  of  rocks 
extends  about  two  miles,  and  fouth  of  it  is  another 
about  a  league  diftant.  The  cafternmoii  of  Scot's 
iflands  being  much  larger  than  the  reft,  may  pro- 
bably be  the  fame  to  which  Mr.  Hanna  gave  the 
name  of  "  Cox's  ifland  ;"  by  others  of  the  traders 
it  has  been  reprefented  as  a  part  of  the  main  ;  this 
is  certainly  wrong,  and  as  Mr.  Hanna's  chart  is 
very  erroneous,  even  in  point  of  latitude,  no  cer- 
tain conclufion  can  be  drawn. 

The  wind,  which  was  from  the  weftward,  was 
fo  light,  that  it  was  not  until  the  forenoon  of  Sa- 
turday the  25th,  that  we  paffed  the  N.  W.  point 

of 
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of  the  large  ifland,  which  forms  the  fouth  and 
weftern  fhores  of  the  gulf  of  Georgia  and  Queen 
Charlotte's  found.  This  point  (called  by  former 
tifitors  "  Cape  Scott")  is  fituated  in  latitude  50° 
48',  longitude  231°  4#j  and  with  the  eafternmoft 
of  Scot's  iflands,  forms  a  paflage  which  appears 
to  be  about  four  miles  wide.  About  cape  Scot 
the  land  is  compofed  of  hills  of  moderate  height, 
though  to  the  fouth-eaftward  it  foon  becomes 
very  mountainous,  and  at  the  diftance  of  three  or 
four  leagues  appeared  to  be  much  broken  and  to 
form  many  inlets,  coves,  and  harbours,  all  the 
way  to  Woody  point,  which  we  paffed  in  the  af- 
ternoon within  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles ; 
it  is  fituated  in  latitude  50°  6',  longitude  232°  1  ft\ 
Weft  from  it  lies  a  fmall  rocky  iflct  about  half  a 
league  diftant,  and  another  larger  one  lying 
N.  28  W.  about  a  league  from  the  north  part  of 
the  point,  which  is  an  extenfive  and  projecting 
promontory. 

From  Woody  point  as  we  failed  along  the 
fhore  to  the  eaftward,  we  faw  feveral  openings  in 
the  land,  wThich  was  about  three  or  four  miles 
from  us,  that  appeared  like  coves  and  harbours* 
Innumerable  rocky  illets  and  rocks  lined  the 
Ihores,  wThich  as  we  advanced  became  low,  but 
the  country  behind  fwelled  into  hills  of  confider- 
able  height  divided  by  many  valleys  j  beyond 

thefe 
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thefe  it  rofe  to  mountains  fo  elevated,  that  even 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year  many  patches  of  fnow 
were  yet  undiffolved. 

As  I  intended  to  afcertain  the  outline  of  the 
coaft  from  hence  down  to  Nootka ;  at  dark  we 
brought  to,  about  fix  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of 
Woody  point,  in  expectation  of  accomplishing 
this  defign  the  following  day,  but  in  this  I  was 
difappointed ;  the  N.  W.  wind  was  fucceeded 
by  light  winds,  which  continued  until  the  after- 
noon of  Tuefday  the  28th,  and  prevented  in  the 
prefent  inftance  my  acquiring  fuch  authority  as  I 
deemed  necelfary  for  delineating  this  part  of  the 
coaft. 

Foggy  wxather  during  the  forenoon  precluded 
us  the  advantage  of  fteering  for  Nootka  with  the 
favorable  wind  that  prevailed  from  the  N.  W. 
but  on  its  clearing  away  about  two  we  fteered 
for  that  port.  On  reaching  its  entrance  we  were 
vifited  by  a  Spanifh  officer,  who  brought  a  pilot 
to  conduct  theveffel  to  anchorage  in  Friendly  cove, 
where  we  found  riding  his  Catholic  Majefty's 
brig  the  Active,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of 
Senr  Don  Juan  Francifco  de  la  Bodega  y  Quadra, 
commandant  of  the  marine  eftablilhment  of  St, 
Bias  and  California. 

The  Chatham,  by  the  partial  clearing  of  the 
fog,  had  found  her  way  in  fome  time  before  us: 
the  Daedalus  {tore  fnip,  and  a  fmall  merchant 
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brig  called  the  Three  Brothers  of  London,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Alder  of  the  navy,  >^re 
alfo  there  at  anchor. 

As  Senr  Quadra  refided  on  fhore,  I  fent  Mr* 
Puget  to  acquaint  him  with  our  arrival,  and  to 
fay,  that  I  would  faiutc  the  Spanifh  flag,  if  he 
would  return  an  equal  number  of  guns.  Gn  re- 
ceiving a  very  polite  anfwer  in  the  .affirmative, 
we  faluted  with  thirteen  guns,  which  were  re- 
turned, and  on  my  going  on  fliore  accompanied 
by  fome  of  the  officers,  we  had  the  honor  of  being 
received  with  the  greateft  cordiality  and  attention 
from  the  commandant,  who  informed  me  he 
would  return  our  vifit  the  next  morning. 

Agreeably  to  his  engagement,  Senr  Quadra 
with  feveral  of  his  officers  came  on  board  the  Dif- 
covery,on  Wednefday  the  20th,  where  they  break- 
fafted,  and  were  faluted  with  thirteen  guns  on 
their  arrival  and  departure  :  the  day  was  after- 
wards fpent  in  ceremonious  offices  of  civility, 
with  much  harmony  and  feltivity.  As  many 
officers  as  could  be  fpared  from  the  vexTels  with 
myfelf  dined  with  Senr  Quadra,  and  were  grati- 
fied with  a  repaft  we  had  lately  been  little  ac- 
cuftomed  to,  or  had  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  meet- 
ing with  at  this  place.  A  dinner  of  five  courfes, 
confifting  of  a  fuperfluity  of  the  beft  provifions* 
was  ferved  with  great  elegance  ;  a  royal  falute 
was  fired  on  drinking  health  to. the  fovereigns  of 

■  England 


FAlEKDLY  COKS.HOOTKA  SOUND. 


1792\3  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  337 

England  and  Spain,  and  a  falute  of  feventeen  guns 
to  the  fuccefs  of  the  fervice  in  which  the  Difco- 
very  and  Chatham  were  engaged. 

Maqnhina,  who  was  prefent  on  this  occafion> 
had  early  in  the  morning,  from  being  unknown 
to  us,  been  prevented  coming  on  board  the  Bif- 
covery  by  the  centinels  and  the  officer  on  deck, 
as  there  was  not  in  his  appearance  the  firialleft 
indication  of  his  fuperior  rank.  Of  this  indignity 
he  had  complained  in  a  moft  angry  manner  to 
Senr  Quadra,  who  very  obligingly  found  means  to 
fboth  him  ;  and  after  receiving  fome  prefents  of 
blue  cloth,  copper,  &c.  at  breakfaft  time  he  ap- 
peared to  be  fatisfied  of  our  friendly  intentions  : 
but  no  fooner  had  he  drank  a  few  glafles  of  wine, 
than  he  renewed  the  fubjed:,  regretted  the  Spa- 
niards Vvrere  about  to  quit  the  place,  and  aflerted 
that  we  fhould  prefently  give  it  up  to  fome  other 
nation  ;  by  which  means  himfelf  and  his  people 
would  be  conftantly  difturbed  and  haraffed  by 
new  m afters.  Senr  Quadra  took  much  pains  to 
explain  that  it  was  our  ignorance  of  his  perfon 
which  had  occafioned  the  miftake,  and  that  him- 
felf and  fubje&s  would  be  as  kindly  treated  by 
the  Englifh  as  they  had  been  by  the  Spaniards. 
He  feemed  at  length  convinced  by  Senr  Quadra's 
arguments,  and  became  reconciled  by  his  affur- 
ances  that  his  fears  were  groundleis.  On  this 
occafion  I  could  not  help  obiening  vuth  a  mix- 

Vol.  II.  Z  ture 
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ture  of  lurprize  and  pleafare,  how  much  the 
Spaniards  had  fuccccded  in  gaining  the  good  opi- 
nion and  confidence  of  thefe  people ;  together 
w  ith  the  very  orderly  behaviour,  fo  confpicuoufly 
evident  in  their  condud:  towards  the  Spaniards 
on  all  occafions. 

The  tents,  obfervatory,  chronometers,  inftru- 
ments,  &c.  were  lent  on  fhore  the  following  day, 
Thurfday  the  30th,  and  all  hands  were  bufily  em- 
ployed on  the  feveral  neceffary  duties  of  the  fhip, 
fuch  as  caulking,  overhauling  the  rigging  and 
fails,  cleaning  the  hold  and  bread-room  for  the 
reception  of  ftores  and  provifions.  The  boats^ 
In  confequence  of  the  fervices  they  had  performed 
during  the  fummer,  wxre  in  want  of  much  re- 
pair, and  were  hauled  on  fhore  for  that  purpofe. 

From  the  unfortunate  death  of  Lieutenant 
Richard  Hergeft,  late  agent  to  the  Daxlalus,  I 
confidered  it  expedient  that  an  officer  fhould  be 
appointed  to  that  ftore-fhip,  and  I  therefore  nomi- 
nated Lieutenant  James  Hanfon  of  the  Chatham 
to  that  office  ;  Mr.  James  Johnftone,  mafter  of 
the  Chatham,  I  appointed  to  the  vacant  lieute- 
nancy ;  and  Mr.  Spelman  Swaine,  one  of  my 
mates,  to  be  mafter  in  the  Chatham. 

In  the  forenoon  I  received  an  official  letter  from 
Senr  Quadra  refpe&ing  the  reftitution  of  this 
place,  with  feveral  copies  of  a  correfpondence  re- 
fulting  from  the  inquiries  he  had  made  during 

his 
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his  residence  here,  refpe&ing  the  Englifh  eftab- 
lifhments  on  the  coafl,  at  the  time  the  Britifh 
vefTels  were  captured,  and  the  Spaniards  effe6ted 
an  eftabliiliment  at  Nootka.  On  this  occafion  I 
confidered  myfelf  very  fortunate  in  finding  a 
young  gentleman  (Mr.  Dobfon)  on  board  the 
itore-fhip,  who  fpoke  and  tranflated  the  Spanifh 
language  very  accurately,  and  who  politely  offered 
me  his  fervices. 

The  Chatham  was  hauled  on  fhore  the  next 
day  to  examine  her  bottom,  and  to  repair  the  da- 
mage flic  had  fuftained  by  getting  a-ground.  A 
part  of  the  gripe,  a  piece  of  the  fore-foot  with 
part  of  the  main,  and  falfe  keels,  were  broken 
off,  and  fome  of  the  copper  was  torn  away  in  dif- 
ferent places. 

Senrs  Galliano  and  Valdes  arrived  the  following 
day,  Saturday,  September  the  ift,  from  the  gulf 
of  Georgia ;  they  had  purfued  a  route  through 
Queen  Charlotte's  found  to  the  fouthward  of  that 
which  we  had  navigated,  and  obligingly  favored 
me  with  a  copy  of  their  furvey  of  it. 

Mr.  Dobfon  having  tranflated  Sen1-  Quadra's 
letter  and  the  documents  accompanying  it,  it  ap- 
peared that  Sen1*  Quadra  had,  after  his  arrival  at 
Nootka  in  April,  1 792,  commiffioned  all  the  vef- 
fels  under  his  command  to  infpe£t  the  coaft ;  in 
order  that  the  proper  limits  to  be  propofed  in  the 
reftitution  of  thefe  territories  might  be  afcer- 

%  2  tained, 
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taincd,  and  that  the  feveral  commanders  might 
inform  themfelves  of  all  the  matters  and  circum- 
ftances  that  preceded  the  capture  of  the  Argo- 
naut and  Princefs  Royal  merchantmen  in  the 
year  1  789. 

Senr  Quadra  ftated,  that  the  court  of  Spain 
had  expended  large  fums  in  fuftaining  the  de- 
partment of  St.  Bias,  with  the  fole  view  of  its 
being  an  auxiliary  to  other  eftablifliments  wThich 
were  then  in  contemplation  of  being  formed. 
That  Nootka  was  fcen  in  the  year  1  774,  and  in 
1775  pofleflion  w7as  taken  2°  to  the  fouth,  and 
0°  to  the  north  of  it ;  and  as  in  this  fpace  Don 
Eftevan  Jofeph  Martinez  found  no  kind  of  cftab- 
lifhment  whatever,  that  therefore  no  one  fhould 
take  it  ill  that  he  (Martinez)  fhould  dilpute  his 
prior  right  to  the  port.  Under  the  orders  of  the 
viceroy  of  New  Spain,  Martinez  entered  Nootka, 
and  took  pofleffion  the  5th  of  May,  1780,  with 
vifible  demonftrations  of  joy  in  the  Indians  ;  and 
afterwards  fortified  the  place,  without  any  objec- 
tion being  made  on  the  part  of  a  Portugnefe 
commander  of  a  trading  brig  called  the  Ephige- 
nia,  then  in  the  cove.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Co- 
Itinibk  and  Wafhington  American  vefiels,  he 
examined  their  papers  and  paflports,  as  he  had 
before  done  thofe  of  the  Portuguefe ;  and  di (ap- 
proving fome  expreffions  contained  in  thofe  ot 
the  Columbia,  flic  was  detained  until  an  expla- 
nation 
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nation  took  place,  when  flie  was  releafed.  The 
Englifh  fchooner  North  Weft  America,  and  floop 
Princefs  Royal  arrived  foon  afterwards,  and  were 
permitted  to  depart,  fifter  receiving  the  moft 
friendly  attention.    Captain  Colnctt,  command- 
ing the  Englifh  veffel  Argonaut,  fearing  to  enter, 
the  Spaniards  vifited  him,  and  his  fears  vanifhed ; 
but  as  Captain  Colnett  did  not  confine  his  views 
to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  but  wifhed  to 
fortify  himfelf,  and  to  eftablifh  an  EngliHi  fac- 
tory, Martinez  arrefted  him  and  fent  him  to  St. 
Bias.    The  like  condud;  was  obferved  towards 
Thomas  Hudfon,  who  commanded  the  Princefs 
Royal,  on  his  return  to  Nootka.    The  vefTels  of 
both  were  detained. 

This  was  the  real  fituation  of  things,  fays  Senr 
Quadra,  who  offers  to  demonftrate  in  the  moft 
unequivocal  manner  that  the  injuries,  prejudices, 
and  ufurpations,  as  reprefented  by  Captain  Mcares, 
were  chimerical :  that  Martinez  had  no  orders  to 
make  prize  of  any  veffels,  nor  did  he  break  the 
treaty  of  peace,  or  violate  the  laws  of  hofpitality  : 
that  the  natives  will  affirm,  and  that  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  his  letter  will  prove,  that 
Mr.  Meares  had  no  other  habitation  on  the  fliores 
of  Nootka  than  a  fmall  hut,  wrhich  he  abandoned 
when  he  left  the  place,  and  which  did  not  exift 
on  the  arrival  of  Martinez :  that  he  bought  no 

£  3  land 
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land  of  the  chiefs  of  the  adjacent  villages ;  that 
the  Ephigenia  did  not  belong  to  the  Englifh  ; 
that  Martinez  did  not  take  or  detain  the  leaft 
part  of  her  cargo ;  and  that  Mr.  Colnctt  was 
treated  with  the  greateft  diftindlion  at  St.  Bias, 
and  his  officers  and  crew  received  the  wages  of 
the  Spanifh  navy  for  the  time  of  their  detention: 
that  the  veffel  and  cargo  were  reffcored,  and  that 
Mr.  Colnett  obtained  a  great  number  of  Huns  on 
his  return  to  Nootka. 

Thefe  circumftances  duly  confidered,  adds  Senr 
Quadra,  it  is  evident  that  Spain  has  nothing  to 
deliver  up,  nor  damage  to  make  good  ;  but  that 
as  he  was  defirous  of  removing  every  obftaele  to 
the  eflablifhment  of  a  folid  and  permanent  peace, 
he  was  ready,  "without  prejudice  to  the  legitimate 
right  of  Spain,  to  cede  to  England  the  houfes, 
offices,  and  gardens,  that  had  with  fo  much  la- 
bour been  ere&ed  and  cultivated,  and  that  him- 
felf  would  retire  to  Fuca  :*  obfen  ing  at  the 
fame  time,  that  Nootka  ought  to  be  the  laft  or 
moft  northwardly  Spanifh  fettlement,  that  there 
the  dividing  point  fhould  be  fixed,  and  that  from 
thence  to  the  northward  fhould  be  free  for  en- 
trance, ufe  and  commerce  to  both  parties,  con- 
formably with  the  fifth  article  of  the  convention; 

*  Meaning  an  eftablifhment  they  had  in  the  entrance  of 
Pe  Fuca's  ftraits* 
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that  eftablilhments  fhould  not  be  formed  with- 
out permiffion  of  the  refpe&ive  courts,  and  that 
the  Englifti  Ihould  not  pafs  to  the  fouth  of  Fuca. 

After  enumerating  thefe  particulars,  Senr  Qua- 
dra concludes  his  letter  by  expreffing,  That  if  I 
fhould  find  any  difficulty  in  reconciling  what  he 
had  propofed,  or  if  I  fhould  have  any  other  ho- 
nourable medium  to  offer  that  might  be  the 
means  of  terminating  this  negociation,  and  fe- 
cure  the  defired  peace,  he  begged  I  would  com- 
municate it  to  him. 

The  documents  accompanying  this  letter  were 
copies  of  a  correfpondence  between  Sen1'  Quadra 
and  Don  Francifco  Jofeph  De  Viana,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Ephigenia ;  Mr.  Robert  Gray  and 
Mr.  Jofeph  Ingraham,  commanders  of  the  Co- 
lumbia and  Wafhfngton  ;  from  all  of  whom  Senr 
Quadra  appears  to  have  folicitcd  every  informa- 
tion refpe6ling  the  tranfa6Hons  at  Nootka,  pre- 
vioufly  to  his  arrival,  and  the  reafons  which  in- 
duced Mr.  Meares  to  reprefent  things  to  the  pre- 
judice of  Don  Eftevan  Jofeph  Martinez,  The 
Portuguefe  captain  briefly  fets  forth,  that  his 
veffel  was  feized,  and  that  he  was  made  prifoner 
by  Don  Martinez ;  during  his  captivity  he  was 
very  well  treated,  and  on  his  being  liberated,  his 
veffel  and  cargo  were  completely  reftored,  and  he 
was  furnifhed  with  whatever  provifions  and  fup- 
plies  he  required.   He  alfo  Hates,  that  when  Don 
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Martinez  entered  Nootka,  there  was  not  the 
leaft  remains  of  a  houfe  belonging  to  the  Englifh. 

Sen1  Quadra  had  addrefled  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr. 
Ingraham  jointly,  and  confequently  they  both 
replied  to  him  in  the  fame  way.    Thefe  gentle- 
men ftate,  that  on  the  arrival  of  Don  Eftevan 
Jofeph  Martinez,  in  Friendly  cove,  the  5th  of 
May,  17SQ,  he  found  there  the  Ephigenia  only  ; 
the  Columbia  being  at  that  time  fix  miles  up  the 
found  at  Mahwinna  ;  the  Wafhington  and  North 
Weft  America  being  then  on  a  cruize.  Mar- 
tinez demanded  the  papers  of  each  veffel,  and 
their  reafons  why  they  were  at  anchor  in  Nootka 
found,  alledging  that  it  belonged  to  his  Catholic 
Majefty.    Captain  Viana,  of  the  Portuguefe  vef- 
fel, anfwered,  that  he  had  put  in  there  in  dif- 
trefs  to  wrait  the  arrival  of  Captain  Meares  from 
Macao,  who  was  daily  expected  with  fupplies, 
and  that  on  his  receiving  them  he  fhonld  depart; 
that  Captain  Meares  had  failed  from  Nootka  in 
3  788,  under  the  colours  of  Portugal,  had  a  Por- 
tuguefe captain  with  him  on  board,  and  was  ex- 
pected to  return  with  him  in  the  fame  veflel, 
which,  with  the  Ephigenia,  belonged  to  a  mer- 
chant at  Macao.    The  Ephigenia  wanting  pro- 
vifions  and  ftores,  the  fame  were  fupplied  by 
Martinez,  who  feeming  fatisfied  with  the  anfwers 
which  he  had  received  from  the  feveral  com- 
manders, not  the  leaft  mifunderftanding  was  fuf- 

pedled. 
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pe<5ted.  On  the  10th  of  May  arrived  the  Carlos 
Spanifh  fhip,  Captain  Arro,  and  on  the  follow- 
day  Martinez  captured  the  Ephigenia,  and  his 
reafon  affigned  for  fo  doing,  as  thefe  gentlemen 
zinderjioody  was,  that  in  the  Portuguefe  inftruc- 
tions,  they  (the  Portuguefe)  were  ordered  to  cap- 
ture any  Englifh,  Spaniili,  or  Ruffian  veffel  they 
s  might  meet  on  the  N.  W.  coaft  of  America,  and 
could  take.  This  was  afterwards  faid  to  have  been 
a  miftake,  originating  in  a  want  of  due  knowledge 
in  reading  the  Portuguefe  language.  The  veflel 
and  cargo  were  liberated,  and  Martinez  fupplied 
the  Ephigenia's  wants  from  the  Princelfa,  en- 
abling her,  by  fo  doing,  to  profecute  her  voyage^ 
without  waiting  for  the  return  of  Mr.  Meares. 
They  then  proceeded  to  ftate  that,  on  the  arri- 
val of  the  Columbia  in  the  year  J  788,  there  was 
a  houfc,  or  rather  a  hut,  made  by  the  Indians, 
confifting  of  rough  pofis  covered  with  boards; 
this  was  pulled  down  the  fame  year,  the  boards 
wrere  taken  on  board  the  Ephigenia,  and  the  roof 
was  given  to  Captain  Kendrick,  fo  that  on  the 
arrival  of  Martinez  in  May,  1  789,  there  was  no 
veftige  of  any  houfe  remaining.  That  Mr.  Meares 
had  no  houfe,  and  as  to  land,  they  had  never 
heard,  although  they  had  remained  nine  months 
amongft  the  natives,  that  he  had  ever  purchafed 
any  in  Nootka  found.  From  Maquhina  and  other 
chiefs  they  had  underfbod,  that  Mr.  Kendrick 

was 


34<S  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  |j5E.PT. 

was  the  only  pcrfon  to  whom  they  had  ever  fold 
anv  land. 

Thefc  gentlemen  ftatcd,  that  the  North  Weft 
America  arrived  the  8th  of  June,  and  that  on  the 
following  day  the  Spaniards  took  poffeffion  of 
her;  ten  days  afterwards  came  the  Princefs  Royal, 
commanded  by  Mr.  Hudfon  from  Macao,  who 
brought  the  news  of  the  failure  of  the  merchant 
at  Macao,  to  whom  the  Ephigcnia  and  other 
veffels  belonged.  That  Martinez  affigned  this  as 
a  reafon  for  his  capturing  the  North  Welt  Ame- 
rica, (although  fhe  was  feized  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Princefs  Royal)  that  he  had  detained  her 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  bills  of  exchange, 
drawn  on  her  owner  in  favor  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty.  That  Captain  Hudfon,  after  having  been 
treated  with  the  kindeft  attention  by  the  com- 
modore and  his  officers,  failed  with  the  Princefs 
Royal  from  Nootka,  the  2d  of  July;  and  that 
the  fame  evening  arrived  the  Argonaut,  Captain 
Colnett. 

Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Ingraham  fiate  alfo,  that 
they  heard  Mr.  Colnett  inform  Don  Martinez 
that  he  had  come  to  hoiil  the  Britifh  flag,  and 
to  take  formal  polfeffion  of  Nootka  ;  and  that,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Meares  and  fome  other 
Englifli  gentlemen  at  Macao,  he  had  concluded 
to  ere 61  a  fort,  and  fettle  a  colony.  To  this  the 
Spanifli  commodore  replied;  That  he  had  taken 

poifefTion 
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poffeffion  already  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty.     Captain  Colnett  then  afked,  if  he 
Ihould  be  prevented  from  building  a  houfe  in 
the  port  ?  The  commodore  replied,  That  he  was 
at  liberty  to  ere£t  a  tent,  to  wood  and  to  wrater, 
after  which  he  would  be  at  liberty  to  depart 
when  he  pleafed.    Captain  Colnett  faid  that  was 
not  what  he  wanted,  that  his  obje6l  was  to  build 
a  block-houfe,  ere6l  a  fort,  and  fettle  a  colony  for 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain.    To  this  Don  Mar- 
tinez anfwered,  No ;    that  in  his  acceding  to 
fuch  a  propofal  he  fhould  violate  the  orders  of 
his  king,  relinquifh  the  Spaniards'  claim  to  the 
coaft,  and  rifk  the  lofmg  of  his  commiflion.  Be- 
fide  which  the  commodore  ftated,  that  Mr.  Col- 
nett's  veffel  did  not  belong  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,   nor  was  Mr.  Colnett  inverted  with 
powers  to  tranfa<£l   any  fuch  public  bufme.fs. 
Captain  Colnett  replied,  That  he  was  a  king's 
officer ;  but  Don  Martinez  obferved,  That  his 
being  on  half-pay,  and  in  the  merchants'  fervice, 
rendered  his  commiflion  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Britifh  navy  of  no  confequence  in  the  prefent 
bufinefs.    In  converfation  afterwards  on  this  fob- 
bed:, as  we  were  informed,  (fay  thefe  gentlemen) 
for  we  were  not  prefent  during  this  tranfadiion, 
fome  difpute  arofe  in  the  Frinceffa's  cabin ;  on 
which  Don  Martinez  ordered  the  Argonaut  to 
be  feized.    Soon  after  this  the  Princefs  Royal  re- 
turned, 
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turned,  and,  as  belonging  to  the  fame  company, 
the  commodore  took  pofleffion  of  her  alfo.  With 
refpeil  to  their  treatment  whilft  prifoners,  thefe 
gentlemen  fay.   That  although  they  have  not 
read  Mr.  Meares's  publication,  they  think  it  im- 
poflible  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Argo- 
naut can  be  backward  in  conlefiinr,  that  Senr 
Don  E  lie  van  Martinez  always  treated  them  kind- 
ly, and  confidently  with  the  character  of  gentle- 
men.*   They  further  Hate,  That  the  captain, 
officers  and  crew  of  the  North  Weft  America 
were  carried  by  them  to  China,  with  one  hun- 
dred fea-otter  fkins,  valued  at   four  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  feventy-five  dollars,  which 
were  delivered  to  Mr.  Meares  as  his  property. 

To  Senr  Quadra's  letter  of  the  2Qth  ofAu- 
guft,  I  replied  to  the  following  effed. :  That  I 
did  not  confider  myfelf  authorized  to  enter  into 
a  retrofpective  difcuflion  on  the  refpedUve  rights 
and  pretentions  of  the  court  of  Spain  or  England, 
touching  the  weftern  coafes  of  America,  and 
iflands  adjacent,  to  the  northward  of  California. 
That  fubjecft  having  undergone  a  full  inveftiga- 
tion,  and  having  been  mutually  agreed  upon  and 
fettled  by  the  minifters  of  the  refpeiflive  courts, 
as  appeared  by  the  convention  of  the  28th  of 

*  Some  circumftances  In  contradi&ion  to  the  whole  of 
thefe  evidences,  which  afterwards  came  to  my  knowledge, 
will  appear  in  a  future  chapter, 
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October,  l/QQ,  and  Count  Florida  Blanca's  let- 
ter of  the  12th  of  May,  1/91,  I  confidered  any 
interference,  on  my  part,  to  be  incompatible  with 
my  commiffion,  being  inverted  with  powers  only 
to  receive  the  territories  which,  according  to  the 
firft  article  of  the  convention,  Sen1*  Quadra  was 
authorized  to  reftore  and  to  put  me  in  pofleffion 
of,  viz.  ("  the  buildings  and  dijlrids,  or  parcels  of 
c*  land  which  were  occupied  by  the  fubjedJs  of  his 
€t.  Britannic  Majefly  in  April,  1  789,  as  well  in  the 
"  port  of  Nootka  or  of  St.  Lawrence,  as  in  the  other 9 
u  faid  to  be  called  Port  Cox,  and  to  be  ftuated 
"  about  10  leagues  dijlant  from  the  former  to  the 
"  fouthward." J  That  agreeably  to  the  expref> 
words  of  the  fifth  article  in  the  faid  convention, 
("  //  is  agreed.  That,  as  well  in  the  places  that  are 
"  to  be  reftored  to  the  Britijh  fnhjeffis  by  virtue  of 
"  the  firfi  article,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  north- 
H  zve/Ieni  coajt  of  North  America,  or  of  the  ijlands 
"  adjacent,  ftuated  to  the  north  of  the  parts  of  the 
"faid  coaft  already  occupied  by  Spain,  wherever 
"  the  fubje£is  of  either  of  the  two  powers  fiall  have 
"  made  fettlements  fnce  the  month  of  April,  I/89, 
"  or  f  hall  hereafter  male,  any  of  thefubjedis  of  the 
"  other  Jhall  have  free  accefs,  and  fiall  carry  on 
"  their  trade  wntliout  any  dillurbafice  or  mole/ia- 
"  tion".)  I  confidered  the  Spanilli  fettlement  in 
the  entrance  of  the  ft  raits  of  De  Fuca,  which  I 
had  reafon  to  believe  was  formed  no  longer  ago 

than 


350  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [sEPT, 

than  May,  17Q2,  to  come  within  the  meaning 
of  a  "port  of free  acce/s"  as  well  as  all  other  eftab- 
li fitments  that  have  been,  or  that  may  hereafter  be, 
formed  from  thence  fouthward  to  port  St.  Francifco, 
conceiving  port  St.  Francifco  to  be  the  northemmoji 
feltlement  occupied  by  the  fubjeffis  of  His  Catholic 
Majejiy,  in  April,  1/8Q. 

In  my  way  to  the  obfervatory,  on  Sunday,  I 
w  aited  upon  upon  Sen1*  Quadra,  who  informed 
me,  that  Mr.  Dobfon  had  tranflated  my  letter 
to  him  ;  and  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  That  he  de-* 
rived  the  greateft  fatisfa&ion  from  finding  a  per* 
fon  of  my  character,  with  whom  he  was  to 
tranfed:  the  bufmefs  of  delivering  up  Nootka ; 
that  he  fhould  accept  the  civil  offers  contained 
in  my  letter,  and  remain  on  fhore  until  the  car- 
penters had  finifhed  fbme  additional  accommo- 
dation to  his  apartments  on  board  his  little  brig  ; 
which  being  completed,  he  would  either  wrait 
my  departure,  to  accompany  us  in  our  refearches 
to  the  fouthward,  and  to  conduct  us  to  any  of 
the  Spanifh  ports  I  might  wifli  to  vifit ;  or  he 
would  fail,  and  wait  my  arrival  at  any  place  1 
fhould  think  proper  to  appoint,  recommending 
St.  Francifco  or  Monterrey  for  that  purpofe. 

Sen1'  Quadra  requefted  to  know  who  I  intend- 
ed to  leave  in  pofieffion  of  thefe  territories ;  and 
being  informed  that  it  would  be  Mr.  Broughton 
in  the  Chatham,  in  whofe  charge  the  remaining 

cargo 
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cargo  of  the  Daedalus  would  be  depofited,  he 
gave  directions  that  the  ftore-houfes  fhould  be 
immediately  cleared,  and  begged  I  would  walk 
with  him  round  the  premifes,  that  I  might  be 
the  better  able  to  judge  how  to  appropriate  the 
feveral  buildings ;  which  for  the  moft  part  ap- 
peared fufficiently  fecure,  and  more  extenfive 
than  our  occafions  required.  A  large  new  oven 
had  been  lately  built  exprefsly  for  our  fervice, 
and  had  not  hitherto  been  permitted  to  be  ufed. 
The  houfes  had  been  all  repaired,  and  the  gar- 
deners were  bufily  employed  in  putting  the  gar- 
dens in  order.  The  poultry,  confifting  of  fowls 
and  turkies,  wTas  in  excellent  condition,  and  in. 
abundance,  as  were  the  black  cattle  and  fwine: 
of  thefe  Senr  Quadra  faid  he  fhould  take  only  a 
fufficient  quantity  for  his  pafiage  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  leaving  the  reft,  with  a  large  affortment 
of  garden  feeds,  for  Mr.  Eroughton.  Senr,s  Ga- 
liano  and  Valdes  added  all  they  had  in  their 
power  to  fpare,  amongft  which  were  three  ex- 
cellent goats  ;  I  had  likewife  both  hogs  and  goats 
to  leave  with  him  ;  fo  that  there  was  a  profpe<5t 
of  Mr.  Broughton  paffing  the  winter,  with  the 
affiftance  of  the  natural  produdions  of  the  coun- 
try, not  very  uncomfortably. 

The  orders  under  which  I  was  to  receive  thefe 
territories,  on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majefty, 
:  were 
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were  intirely  fllent  as  to  the  rneafures  I  was  to 
adopt  for  retaining  them  afterwards.  Prelum- 
ing,  however,  that  the  principal  object  which 
His  Majefty  had  in  view7,  by  directing  this  expe- 
dition  to  be  undertaken,  was  that  of  facilitating 
the  commercial  advantages  of  Great  Britain  in 
this  part  of  the  wrorld  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  it 
might  not  be  impoffible,  that  a  fettlement  wras 
in  contemplation  to  be  made  at  this  important 
Itation,  which  had  become  the  general  rendez- 
vous for  the  traders  of  almoit  all  nations  ;  I  had  de- 
termined, on  leaving  this  port,  to  commit  it  to 
the  charge  and  direction  of  Mr.  Broughton,  who 
would  retain  the  poffeffion  of  it,  and  whofe  pre- 
fence  might  reflrain  fuch  improper  conduct  as 
had  already  been  manifefted  on  the  part  of  the 
feveral  traders  ;  whilft  I  iliould  proceed  to  exe- 
cute the  remaining  part  of  His  Majefty's  com- 
mands, until  I  fhould  be  furnillied  with  further 
inftrucPtions  for  my  future  government. 

Having  fatisfaclorily  arranged  thefe  matters,  I 
gave  directions  for  clearing  the  ftore-fhip,  which 
was  fet  about  accordingly. 

The  poiiteiiefs,  hofpitality,  and  friendfhip, 
fhewn  on  all  occafions  by  Senr  Quadra,  induced 
Mr.  Broughton  and  myfelf,  with  feveral  of  the 
officers  and  gentlemen  of  both  veffels,  to  dine  at 
his  table  almoft  every  dav,  which  was  not  lefs 

pleaiant 
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pleafant  than  falubrious,  as  it  was  conftantly  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  variety  of  refreshments  to  moft  of 
which  we  had  long  been  intire  ftrangers. 

Senr  Galiano  informed  me,  that  he  intended 
to  take  advantage  of  the  prefent  ferene  weather, 
which  without  interruption  had  prevailed  fmce 
our  arrival,  and  fail  for  the  Spanifh  ports  to  the 
fbuthward,  either  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  or 
early  the  next  morning ;  and  obligingly  under- 
took to  forward  a  flhort  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  containing  a  brief  abftradt  of  tranfac- 
tions  fince  our  departure  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

I  had  the  honor  of  Senr  Quadra's  company  on 
the  morning  of  Monday  the  3d  at  breakfaft.  He 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  impreffing  on  the 
minds  of  the  natives  the  higheft  and  moft  favor- 
able opinion  of  our  little  fquadron  ;  and  the  more 
effectually  to  infure  a  good  underftanding  in  fu- 
ture, he  propofed  a  vifit  of  ceremony  to  Ma- 
qulnna  ;  to  him  it  would  be  grateful,  and  on 
my  part  he  recommended  it  as  elTentially  requi- 
fite.  It  was  agreed  we  Aiould  fet  out  the  next 
morning  for  his  royal  refidence,  which  was  about 
feven  leagues  up  the  found,  at  a  place  called 
Tahfheis. 

In  the  evening  I  received  from  Senr  Quadra  a 
letter  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  ]ft  of  September. 
Agreeably  to  appointment,  about  eight  in  the 
Vol.  IL  A  a  morning 
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morning  of  Tuefday  the  4th,  Sen1*  Quadra  accom- 
panied me  in  the  DifcoveryY  yawl,  which,  with 
our  own  and  a  Spanifh  launch,  and  the  Chat- 
ham s  cutter,  containing  as  many  SpaniGi  and 
Engliih  officers  as  could  be  taken,  we  departed 
for  Tahfheis ;  a  meflage  having  been  fent  the 
preceding  day  to  announce  our  intended  viiit. 

The  wreather  though  cloudy  was  very  pleafant, 
and  having  a  favourable  breeze,  we  reached  Tah- 
fheis about  two  in  the  afternoon :  Maqulnna  re- 
ceived us  with  great  pleafure  and  approbation, 
and  it  was  evident  that  his  pride  was  not  a  little 
indulged  by  our  fhewing  him  this  attention.  He 
conduced  us  through  the  village,  wrhere  we  ap- 
peared to  be  welcome  guefts,  in  confequence  per- 
haps of  the  prefents  that  were  diftributed  amongft 
the  inhabitants,  who  all  conduced  themfelves  in 
the  moft  civil  and  orderly  manner.  After  vilit- 
ing  moft  of  the  houfes,  we  arrived  at  Maqulnna  $ 
refidence,  wdiich  w  as  one  of  the  largeft,  though  it 
was  not  intirely  covered  in;  here  wre  found  feated 
in  fome  kind  of  form,  Maqulnna  s  daughter,  who 
not  Ions;  before  had  been* publicly  and  with  great 
ceremony  proclaimed  fole  heirefs  to  all  his  pro- 
perty, power,,  and  dominion.  Near  her  were 
feated  three  of  his  wives,  and  a  numerous  tribe 
of  relations.  The  young  princefs  was  of  low 
ftature,  very  plump,  with  a  round  face,  and  fmall 
features  ;  her  fkm  was  clean,  and  being  nearly 
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white,  her  perfon  altogether,  though  without  any 
pretentions  to  beauty,  could  not  be  confidered  as 
difagreeable.  To  her  and  to  her  father  I  made 
prefents  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  which  were  re- 
ceived with  the  greateft  approbation  by  them- 
felves  and  the  throng  which  had  aflembied  ;  as 
were  alfo  thofe  I  made  to  his  wives,  brothers,  and 
other  relations.  Thefe  ceremonies  being  ended, 
a  moft  excellent  dinner  was  ferved,  which  Senr 
Quadra  had  provided,  at  which  we  had  the  com- 
pany of  Maqutnna  and  the  princefs,  who  was 
feated  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and  conducted 
herfelf  with  much  propriety  and  decorum. 

After  dinner  Maqutnna  entertained  us  with  a 
reprefentation  of  their  warlike  atchievements.  A 
dozen  men  firft  appeared,  armed  with  mufkets, 
and  equipped  with  all  their  appendages,  who  took 
their  poll  in  a  very  orderly  manner  within  the 
entrance  of  the  houfe,  where  they  remained  ita- 
tionary,  and  were  followed  by  eighteen  very  ftout 
men,  each  bearing  a  fpear  or  lance  fixteen  or 
eighteen  feet  in  length,  proportionably  ftrong, 
and  pointed  with  a  long  flat  piece  of  iron,  which 
feemed  to  be  fharp  on  both  edges,  and  was  highly 
polifhed ;  the  whole  however  appeared  to  form 
but  an  auk  ward  and  unwieldy  weapon.  Thefe 
men  made  feveral  movements  in  imitation  of  at- 
tack and  defence,  finging  at  the  fame  time  feve- 
ral war  fongs,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  thofe 
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with  the  mufket§.  Their  different  evolutions 
being  concluded,  I  was  prefented  with  two  fmall 
fea-otter  fkins,  and  the  warriors  having  laid  by 
their  arms,  performed  a  ma  Ik  dance,  which  was 
ridiculoufly  laughable,  particularly  on  the  part  of 
Maqu'mna,  who  took  a  confiderable  lhare  in  the 
reprefentation.  We  were  not  backward  in  con- 
tributing to  the  amufements  of  the  day,  fome 
fongs  were  iung  which  the  natives  feemed  much 
to  admire,  and  being  provided  with  drums  and 
fifes,  our  failors  concluded  the  afternoon's  diver- 
fion  with  reels  and  country  dances. 

In  the  evening  wTe  took  leave  of  Maquhina, 
who  was  fcarcely  able  to  exprefs  the  fatisfa&ion 
he  had  experienced  in  the  honour  we  had  done 
him,  faying,  that  neither  Wacanariijh,  nor  any 
other  chief,  had  ever  received  fuch  ia  mark  of  re- 
fpe6t  and  attention  from  any  vifitors,  and  that  he 
would  in  a  few  days  return  us  the  compliment ; 
on  which  he  was  given  to  underftand,  he  fhouM 
be  entertained  in  the  European  fafhion* 

From  Tahfheis  we  proceeded  a  few  miles  in 
our  way  home,  when,  arriving  at  a  convenient 
little  cove,  wre  pitched  our  encampment  for  the 
night,  and  paffed  a  very  pleafant  evening. 

After  breakfaft  the  following  morning,  Wed- 
nefday  the  5th,  we  embarked  and  directed  our 
route  towards  Friendly  cove  ;  the  weather  was 
pleafant  though  the  wind  was  unfavorable ;  this 
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occafloned  our  dining  by  the  way  on  the  rocks3 
for  which  however  Senr  Quadra  was  amply  pro- 
vided. About  live  we  reached  the  cove,  where  I 
landed  Senr  Quadra  and  returned  to  the  fhip. 

In  our  converfation  whilft  on  this  little  excur- 
fion,  Senr  Quadra  had  very  earneftly  requefted 
that  I  would  name  fome  port  or  ifland  after  us 
both,  to  commemorate  our  meeting  and  the  very 
friendly  intercourfe  that  had  taken  place  and  fub- 
fifted  between  us.    Conceiving  no  fpot  fo  proper 
for  this  denomination  as  the  place  where  we  had 
firft  met,  which  was  nearly  in  the  centre  of  a 
trad:  of  land  that  had  firft  been  circumnavigated 
by  us,  forming  the  fouth-weftern  fides  of  the 
gulph  of  Georgia,  and  the  fouthern  fides  of  John- 
{tone's  ftraits  and  Queen  Charlotte's  found,  I 
named  that  country  the  ifland  of  Quadra  and 
Vancouver;  with  which  compliment  he  feemed 
highly  pleafed. 

During  my  abfence  the  Chatham  had  hauled 
off  from  the  fhore,  but  in  confequcnce  of  the 
inconfiderable  rife  of  the  tide  her  damages  had 
not  been  repaired  ;  it  was  therefore  neceflary  that 
fhe  fhould  remain  light  until  the  next  fpring  tides; 
this  however,  under  our  prefent  arrangements, 
was  a  matter  of  little  importance. 

Thurfday  6th,  Maquinna  with  his  two  wives  and 
fome  of  his  relations  returned  our  vifit.  They  had 
not  been  long  on  board  when  1  had  great  reafon  to 
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confider  my  royal  party  as  the  moft  confummate 
beggars  I  had  ever  feen ;  a  difpofition  which 
feemed  general !y  to  prevail  with  the  whole  of  this 
tribe  of  Indians,  and  which  probably  may  have 
been  foftered  by  the  indulgences  fhewn  them  by 
the  Spaniards.  They  demanded  every  thing  which 
{truck  their  fancy,  as  being  either  ufeful,  curious, 
or  ornamental,  though  an  article  with  which  it 
might  be  impoffible  for  us  to  gratify  them  ;  and 
if  not  immediately  prefented  they  wouhi  affeft 
to  be  greatly  offended,  and  would  remain  fulky 
for  two  or  three  days. 

I  wNas  however  particularly  fortunate  in  having 
at  hand  every  thing  requifite  to  fatisfy  the  de- 
mands of  Maqulnna  and  his  party.  The  liberality 
I  had  fo  recently  fhewn  to  himfelf  and  family 
when  at  Tahfheis,  was  perhaps  not  yet  quite  for- 
gotten ;  they  neverthelefs  made  a  profitable  vifit, 
as  what  their  modefty  precluded  their  afking  of 
me,  I  was  afterwards  informed  was  amply  made 
up  by  their  begging  from  the  officers  and  others 
on  board. 

The  exhibition  of  fire-works  which  I  had  pro- 
mifed  the  party,  was  anxioufly  waited  for ;  to- 
wards the  evening  their  impatience  was  alrpoft 
nnreftrainable,  as  they  could  not,  or  would  not, 
underftand  that  darknefs  was  necefTary  to  their 
entertainment,  and  accufed  us  of  a  breach  of  pro- 
mife  and  telling  falfities.    Scm  Quadra  however, 

after 
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after  much  perfuafion,  prevailed  upon  them  to 
(lay  the  night,  by  which  they  were  convinced 
that  our  alfurances  were  not  to  be  discredited. 
The  night  being  favorable  to  our  operations,  they 
fucceeded  extremely  well.  The  rockets,  balloons, 
and  other  fire- works,  wTcre  in  a  high  ftate  of  pre- 
fervation,  and  were  regarded  by  the  Indian  fpec- 
tators  with  wonder  and  admiration,  mixed  with 
a  confiderable  fliare  of  apprehenfion ;  for  it  was 
not  without  great  difficulty  that  I  prevailed  on 
Maquinna  and  his  brother  to  fire  a  few  fky  rockets, 
a  performance  that  produced  the  greateft  exulta- 
tion. The  Europeans  prefent  were  not  lefs  en- 
tertained with  the  exhibition,  than  furprized  that 
the  feveral  fire  works  fliould  have  remained  fo 
long  on  board  in  fuch  excellent  condition. 

Saturday  8th,  the  Aranfafu,  a  Spanifti  armed 
fhip,  commanded  by  SenrCaamano,  arrived  from 
a  furveying  expedition  on  the  exterior  coaft  to 
the  north  of.  Nootka,  towards  Biccareli,  of  the 
charts  of  which  I  was  promifed  a  copy,  as  foon 
as  they  fhould  be  properly  arranged. 

Mr.  Cranftoun,  the  furgeon  of  the  Difcovery, 
having  been  rendered  incapable  of  his  duty  by  a 
general  debilitated  ftate  of  health  fince  our  de- 
parture from  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  requefted 
permiffioa  to  proceed  to  port  Jackfon  in  the  Dae- 
dalus, from  whence  he  might  foon  procure  a  paf- 

A  a  4  fa,gc 
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fage  to  England;  he  w  as  confequently  difcharged, 
and  Mr.  Archibald  Menzies,  a  furgeon  in  the 
navy,  vv  no  had  embarked  in  parfuit  of  botanical 
information,  having  cheerfully  rendered  his  fer- 
vices  during  Mr.  Cranftoun's  intlifpofition,  and 
finding  that  luck  attention  had  not  interfered 
with  the  other  ohjeils  of  his  purfuit,  I  confidered 
him  the  moft  proper  perfon  to  be  appointed  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Cranftoun.  The  boatfwain  of 
the  Difcovery,  Mr.- William  Houfc,  a  careful, 
fober,  and  attentive  officer,  having  laboured  un- 
der a  violent  rheumatic  complaint,  fmce  our  de- 
parture from  New  Zealand,  which  had  precluded 
his  attention  to  any  part  of  his  duty,  was  on  his 
application  in  like  manner  difcharged ;  Mr.  John 
Noot,  boat/wain  of  the  Chatham,  was  appointed 
in  his  room,  and  Mr.  George  Phillifkirk  was  ap- 
pointed boatfwain  of  the  Chatham. 

Monday  the  10th,  I  deemed  it  expedient,  that 
their  Lordfhips  directions, prohibiting  charts,  jour- 
nals, drawings,  or  any  other  fort  of  intelligence 
refpe6ting  our  proceedings  being  made  known  or 
communicated,  fhould  be  publicly  read  to  the 
officers  and  perfons  under  my  command,  and  to 
urge  every  -injunction  in  my  power  to  enforce 
a  due  obedience  to  thofe  orders. 

The  letter  I  received  the  2d  of  this  month  from 
Senr  Quadra,  not  having  been  tranflated  till  this 

day, 
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day,  in  confequcncc  of  Mr.Dobfon's  indifpofition, 
I  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  it  differ  fo 
much  from  what  1  had  reafon  to  exped;. 

In  this  letter  Senr  Quadra  informs  me,  that  in 
conformity  to  the  firfi:  article  of  the  convention, 
and  the  royal  order  under  which  he  is  to  a£t,  he 
can  only  reftore  to  His  Britannic  Majcfty  the  edi- 
fices, diftri&s,  or  portions  of  land  which  in  April, 
3  7Sg,  were  taken  from  his  fubje&s  ;  that  he  was 
in  poffeffion  of  full  proof  that  the  fmall  hut  the 
Englifh  had  was  not  in  exigence  on  the  arrival 
of  Martinez,  and  that  the  then  eftablifhment  of 
the  Spaniards  was  not  in  the  place  where  the  Bri- 
tilli  fubjcfts  had  theirs.  That  if  I  did  not  think 
rnyfelf  authorized  to  fubfcribe  to  the  tenor  of  his 
commiflion  and  inftrudions,  he  would  recom- 
mend that  each  fhouid  lay  before  his  refpefcive 
court  all  the  circurnftances  of  the  pending  nego- 
ciation,  and  wait  for  further  inftru&ions  ;  in  the 
mean  time  Senr  Quadra  offered  to  leave  me  in 
poffeffion  of  what  Mr.  Meares  had  occupied,  and 
at  my  command  the  houfes,  gardens,  and  offices 
then  occupied  by  the  Spaniards,  whilft  he  retired 
until  the  decifion  of  the  two  courts  fhouid  be 
known. 

To  this  letter  I  immediately  replied,  that  as, 
like  his  former  one,  it  contained  a  retrofpedtive 
view  of  matters  which  I  had  no  authority  to  take 
cognizance  of,  I  fhouid  accede  to  his  propofal, 

and 
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and  make  a  juft  and  fair  reprefentation  of  all  our 
proceedings  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and 
wale  for  further  inftrudfions.  This  letter  I  con- 
cluded by  again  repeating,  that  I  was  ftill  ready 
to  receive  from  Sen1"  Quadra  the  territories  in 
qucftion,  agreeably  to  the  firft  article  of  the  con- 
vention, and  the  letter  of  Count  Florida  Rlanca* 

In  the  courfe  of  the  night  arrived  here  the  brig 
Hope,  belonging  to  Bolton  in  America,  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Jofeph  Ingraham,  the  perfon 
who  jointly  with  Mr.  Gray  had  given  Sen''  Qua- 
dra a  itatemcnt  of  the  conduct  of  Don  Martinez, 
and  of  the  tranfadtions  at  this  port  in  the  year 

About  noon  the  next  day,  Wednefday  the  12th, 
I  received  from  Senr  Quadra  a  letter  dated  the 
I  ith  of  September,  in  anfwer  to  my  laft,  expref- 
five  of  his  confidence  that  I  fhould  make  a  faith- 
ful and  true  reprefentation  of  the  proceedings  that 
had  taken  place  refpedting  the  points  in  queftion; 
and  repeating  the  offer  contained  in  his  former 
letter,  of  relinquilliing  the  territories  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  therein  exprefled.  To  this 
letter  I  immediately  replied,  that  I  was  ready 
whenever  it  fuited  Sen1  Quadra's  convenience, 
to  be  put  into  poffeiiion  of  the  territories  on  the 
N.  W.  coaft  of  America,  or  i (lands  adjacent, 
agreeably  to  the  firft  article  of  the  convention, 
and  the  letter  of  the  Count  Florida  Blanca. 

Having 
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Having  this  day  dined  with  Senr  Quadra,  on 
rifing  from  table  he  requefted,  as  no  final  deter- 
mination had  yet  taken  place  rcfpe&ing  the  res- 
titution of  thefe  territories,  to  have  fome  perfonai 
converfation  on  the  fubjed:,  in  hopes  by  that 
means  of  drawing  the  bufinefs  to  a  more  fpeedy 
conclufion.     Befides  ourfelves  there  were  prefent 
Senr  Mozmo  and  Mr.  Broughton ;  fo  that  with 
the  affiftance  of  Mr.  Dobfon,  and  thefe  gentle- 
men who  fpoke  French  extremely  well,  we  had 
a  profpe&of  coming  to  fo  perfect  an  explanation 
as  to  render  any  further  epiftolary  altercation  to- 
tally unneceflary.     Senr  Quadra  vindicated  the 
conduct  of  Martinez,  and  laid  considerable  ftrels 
on  the  conceffion  of  Maquinna,  who  had  put  them 
into  complete  pofleflion  of  the  lands  they  then 
occupied  ;  on  this  circumftance,  and  on  the  in- 
formation he  had  obtained  fmce  his  arrival  at 
Nootka,  certain  parts  of  which  he  had  by  letter 
communicated  to  me,  he  fcemed  principally  to 
eftablifh  the  claims  of  the  Spanifli  crown.  The 
fmall  fpot  on  wrhich  Mr.  Meares's  houfe  had 
been  built,  which  did  not  then  appear  to  be  oc- 
cupied by  the  Spaniards,  Senr  Quadra  faid  I  was 
at  liberty  to  take  poffeffion  of  for  His  Britannic 
Majefty,  whenever  I  fhould  think  proper.  This 
offer  being  totally  foreign  to  my  expeditions,  and 
a  repetition  only  of  that  which  had  taken  place 
in  our  correfpondence,  Senr  Quadra  was  made 

acquainted, 
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acquainted,  that  under  fuch  circumftances  I  did 
not  feel  myfeif  jullified  in  entering  into  any  fur- 
ther difcuffion.  The  propriety  of  this  determi- 
nation being  admitted,  it  was  mutually  agreed 
that  we  ihould  each  reprefent  our  obje&ions  and 
proceedings  to  our  rcfpedive  courts,  and  wait 
their  decifion  on  the  important  queflions  which 
had  arifen  in  the  negociation.  In  the  mean  time 
Sen1*  Quadra  propofed  to  leave  me  in  pofleffion 
of  thefe  territories,  the  inftant  his  veffel  was  fit- 
ted for  his  reception.  On  his  departure  the  Spa- 
nilh  flag  was  to  be  ftruck,  and  the  Rritifh  flag 
hoifted  in  its  place,  which  Sen1"  Quadra  confented 
to  faiute,  on  my  agreeing  to  return  an  equal 
number  of  guns.  Thus  did  matters  appear  to  be 
perfectly  arranged,  agreeably  to  the  wifhes  of  all 
parties,  and  the  bufmefs  brought  to  an  amicable 
and  pleafant  conclufion,  when  to  my  great  fur- 
prize  I  received  on  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the 
1 3th  a  letter  from  Senr  Quadra,  fctting  forth  that 
he  was  r  ady  to  deliver  up  to  me,  conformably 
to  the  firft  article  of  the  convention,  the  territory 
which  was  occupied  by  Britiih  fubje<5ts  in  April, 
I78Q,  and  to  leave  the  Spanifh  fettlement  at 
Nootka  until  the  decifion  of  the  courts  of  Eng- 
land and  Spain  were  obtained  ;  which  was  pro- 
ceeding, he  faid,  as  far  as  his  powers  extended. 
This  very  unexpected  letter  produced  an  imme^ 
diate  reply  from  me,  wherein  I  ftated,  that  the 

territories 
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territories  of  which  the  fubje&b  of  His  Britannic 
Majefty  were  difpoffcffed  in  April,  178y,  and 
which  by  the  firft  article  of  the  convention  were 
now  to  be  reftored,  I  underftood  to  be  this  place 
(meaning  Nootka)  in  toto,  and  port  Cox.  Thefe 
I  was  ftill  ready  to  receive,  but  could  not  enter- 
tain an  idea  of  hoifting  the  Britifh  flag  on  the 
fpot  of  land  pointed  out  by  Senr  Quadra,  not  ex- 
tending more  than  an  hundred  yards  in  any  dir 
region.  I  concluded  by  obferving,  that  the  offer 
made  in  Sen1*  Quadra's  two  laft  letters  differed 
materially  from  that  contained  in  his  firft  letter 
to  me  on  this  fubje6t. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  15th,  a  young 
lad,  who  for  about  two  days  had  been  miffing 
from  Sen1  Quadra's  veffel,  was  found  in  a  cove 
not  far  from  the  (hips,  moft  inhumanly  murdered. 
The  calves  of  his  legs  were  cut  out,  his  head  near- 
ly fevered  from  his  body,  and  he  had  received  fe- 
veral  barbarous  wounds  in  other  parts.  Doubts 
arofe  whether  this  horrid  a&  had  been  perpetrated 
by  the  natives,  or  by  a  black  man  of  moft  infa- 
mous character,  who  had  deferted  from  the  Spa- 
nifh  veffel  about  the  time  the  boy  wras  firfl  mif- 
fed. The  prevailing  opinion  feemed  to  criminate 
the  former,  and  on  Senr  Quadra  demanding  of 
Maquinna  that  the  murderer  mould  be  given  up, 
the  immediate  departure  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 

the 
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the  found  from  our  neighbourhood  became  a 
ftrong  prefumptive  proof  of  their  delinquency* 

Senr  Quadra  gave  an  immediate  anfwer  to  my 
letter  of  the  13th,  but  as  he  therein  did  not  de- 
part from  the  terms  of  his  late  offer  of  leaving  me 
in  pojfeflion  only,  not  formally  rejloring  the  terri- 
tory of  Nootka  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  it 
became  neceifary  on  my  part  to  demand  a  cate- 
gorical and  definitive  anfwer  from  Senr  Quadra, 
whether  he  would  or  would  not  reftore  to  me  for 
His  Britannic  Majefty  the  territories  in  qucftion, 
of  which  the  fubje&s  of  that  realm  had  been 
difpoflefled  in  April,  1789.  Thefe  were  Nootka 
and  Clayoquot,  or  port  Cox ;  the  former  is  the 
place  which  was  then  occupied  by  the  Britifh 
fubjedts,  from  thence  their  vefiTels  were  fent  as 
prizes,  and  themfelves  as  prifoners  to  New  Spain; 
this  is  the  place  that  was  forcibly  wrefted  from 
them,  and  fortified  and  occupied  by  the  officers 
of  the  Spanifh  crown  ;  this  place  therefore,  with 
Clayoquot  or  port  Cox,  w7ere  comprehended  un- 
der the  firft  article  of  the  convention,  and  were 
by  that  treaty  to  be  reftored  without  any  refer- 
vation  whatfoever :  on  thefc  terms,  and  on  thefe 
only,  could  I  receive  the  reftitution  of  them. 
Sen'  Quadra  having  alfo  laid  fome  ftrefs  upon 
Mr.  Meares's  vellels  being  under  Portuguefe  co- 
lours, I  took  this  opportunity  of  fignifying,  that  I 

confidered 
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confidered  that  circumftance  equally  foreign  and 
unimportant,  it  having  been  let  forth  in  Mr, 
Meares's  original  petition  to  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  courfe  mult  have  come 
under  the  confideration  of  the  Spanifli  and  Eng- 
fcfh  minifters.  Unlefs  our  neeociation  could  be 
brought  to  a  conclufion  on  the  terms  pointed 
out  in  this  as  well  as  in  my  former  letters,  I 
begged  leave  to  acquaint  Senr  Quadra  that  I  mult 
pofitively  decline  any  further  correfpondcncc  oa 
this  fubject. 

It  was  a  matter  of  no  fmall  iatisfaction,  that 
although  on  this  fubject  fuch  manifeft  difference 
arofe  in  our  opinions,  it  had  not  the  leaft  effect 
on  our  perfonal  intercourfe  with  each  other,  or 
on  the  advantages  we  derived  from  our  mutual 
good  offices  ;  wc  continued  to  vifit  as  ufual,  and 
this  day  Sen™  Quadra  and  Caamano,  with  moil 
of  the  Spanifh  officers,  honored  me  with  their 
company  at  dinner. 

Gn  Monday  morning  the  15th,  a  Portuguefe 
brig  arrived  here  called  the  Fenis  and  St.  Jo- 
feph,  commanded  by  John  de  Barros  Andrede, 
on  board  of  which  w7as  a  Mr.  Duffin  as  fuper- 
cargo.  In  the  evening  I  had  Senr  Quadra's  final 
determination  ;  which  rcfting  on  the  fame  point 
where  it  had  originated,  i  confidered  any  fur- 
ther correfpondence  totally  unnec.effary ;  and, 
inftead  of  writing,  I  recjuefted  in  convention 

the 
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the  next  day  to  be  informed,  if  he  was  pofitively 
rcfolved  to  adhere,  in  the  refutation  of  this  coun- 
try, to  the  principles  contained  in  his  laft  letter  ? 
and  on  receiving  from  him  an  anfwer  in  the  af- 
firmative, I  acquainted  him  that  1  fhould  consi- 
der Nootka  as  a  Spariijh  port,  and  requefted  his 
permtjfion  to  carry  on  our  neceflary  employments 
on  fhore,  which  he  very  politely  gave,  with  the 
moft  friendly  affurance  of  every  fervice  and  kind 
office  in  his  power  to  grant. 

On  Tuefday  the  1 8th,  our  negotiation  being 
brought  by  thefe  means  to  a  conclusion,  Sen5" 
Quadra  informed  me,  that  Senr  Caamano  would 
be  left  in  charge  of  the  port,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  Princeffa,  commanded  by  Senr  Fidalgo ;  with 
whom  the  government  of  the  port  of  Nootka 
would  be  left,  and  from  whom  the  Englifli 
might  be  certain  of  receiving  every  accommo- 
dation. 

Senr  Quadra  was  now  making  arrangements 
on  board  the  Active  for  his  departure,  which  he 
intended  fhould  take  place  in  the  courfe  of  a  day 
or  two.  Agreeably  to  a  former  promife  I  had 
made  him,  he  requefted  a  copy  of  my  charts  for 
the  fervice  of  His  Catholic  Majefty;  but  as  our 
longitude  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  coaft  differed 
in  many  inftances  from  that  laid  down  by  Cap- 
tain Cook,  I  wifhed  to  embrace  every  future  op- 
portunity of  making  further  obfervations  whilft 

wo 
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we  might  remain  in  this  port,  before  a  copy' 
fliould  be  difpofed  of ;  but  Senr  Quadra  wifhing 
to  make  certain  of  fuch  information  as  we  had 
acquired,  and  conceiving  the  further  corrections 
we  might  be  enabled  to  make  of  iittle  impor- 
tance, folicited  fuch  a  copy  as  I  was  then  able  to 
furnifh  ;  which,  with  a  formal  reply  to  his  laft 
letter,  I  tranfmitted  to  him  on  the  evening  of 
Tuefday  the  20th.    In  this  letter  I  Hated  the 
impoffibility  of  my  receiving  the  ceffion  of  the 
territories  in  queftion  on  the  conditions  propofed 
by  Senr  Quadra,  and  that  in  confequence  of  the 
exifting  differences  in  our  opinions  on  this  fub- 
je£t,  I  fhould  immediately  refer  the  whole  of  the 
negociation  to  the  court  of  London,  and  waift 
the  determination  thereof,  for  the  regulation  of 
my  future  conduct.    The  next  day,  Friday  the 
21  ft,  Senr  Quadra  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
my  laft  letter,  with  the  charts  of  this  coaft,  &c. 
which  concluded  our  correfpondence. 

As  Senr  Quadra  intended  to  fail  the  next  day, 
accompanied  by  moft  of  the  Spanifh  officers,  he 
did  me  the  honor  of  partaking  of  a  farewell  din- 
ner, and  was  on  this  occafion  received  with  the 
cuftomary  marks  of  ceremony  and  refped  due  to 
his  rank,  and  the  fituation  he  here  filled.  The 
day  pafted  with  the  utmoft  cheerfulnefs  and  hi- 
larity :  Monterrey  was  appointed  as  the  rendez- 
vous where  next  we  fhould  meet. 

Vol,  II.  B  b  Having 
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Having  underftood  that  Mr.  Robert  Duffin, 
the  fupercargo  on  board  the  Portuguefe  velfel 
that  had  arrived  on  the  1  /th,  had  accompanied 
Mr.  Meares  in  the  year  1788,  and  was  with  him 
on  his  firft  arrival  in  Nootka  found,  I  requefted 
he  would  furnifh  me  with  all  the  particulars  he 
could  recoiled:  of  the  tranfa&ions  which  took 
place  on  that  occafion.  This  he  very  obligingly 
did,  and  at  the  fame  time  voluntarily  made  oath 
to  the  truth  of  his  aflertions.  The  fubftance  of 
which  was,  that  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year 
17&7>  two  veffels  were  equipped  for  the  fur 
trade  on  the  N.  W.  coaft  of  America,  by  John 
Henry  Cox  and  Co.  merchants  at  Canton.  That 
the  command  and  condu6l  of  the  expedition  was 
given  to  John  Meares,  Efq.  who  was  a  joint 
proprietor  alfo ;  that  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding 
certain  heavy  dues,  the  veffels  failed  under  Por- 
tuguefe colours,  and  in  the  name  and  under  the 
firm  of  John  Cavallo,  Efq.  a  Portuguefe  mer- 
chant at  Macao,  but  who  had  not  any  property 
either  in  the  veffels  or  their  cargoes,  which  were 
intirely  Britifh  property,  and  were  wholly  navi- 
gated by  the  fubjedts  of  His  Britannic  Majelty  : 
That  Mr,  Duffin  accompanied  Mr.  Meares  in 
one  of  thefe  veffels  to  Nootka,  where  they  ar- 
rived in  May,  J  788,  when  Mr.  Meares,  attended 
by  himfelf  and  Mr.  Robert  Funter,  on  the  17th 
or  18  th  of  the  fame  month,  went  on  fiiore,  and 

bought 
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bought  of  the  two  chiefs,  Maquilla  and  Calieum, 
the  whole  of  the  land  that  forms  Friendly  cove, 
Nootka  found,  in  His  Britannic  Majefty's  name, 
for  eight  or  ten  fheets  of  copper,  and  fome  trifling 
articles :  That  the  natives  were  perfectly  fatis- 
fied,  and,  with  the  chiefs,  did  homage  to  Mr. 
Meares  as  their  fcvereign,  according  to  the  cuf- 
torn  of  their  country :  That  the  Britifh  flag,  and 
not  the  Portuguefe  flag,  was  difplayed  on  fhore, 
whilft  thefe  formalities  took  place  between  the 
parties :  That  Mr.  Meares  caufed  a  houfe  to  be 
£re<3:ed  on  the  fpot  which  w  as  then  occupied  by 
the  Chatham's  tent,  as  being  the  moft  conve- 
nient place  :  That  the  chiefs  and  the  people  of- 
fered to  quit  their  refidence  and  to  retire  to 
Tahflieis,  that  confequently  the  Englifh  were 
not  confined  to  that  particular  fpot,  but  could 
have  erected  houfes,  had  they  been  fo  inclined, 
in  any  other  part  of  the  cove  :  That  Mr.  Meares 
appointed  Mr.  Robert  Funter  to  refide  in  the 
houfe,  which  coufiftcd  of  three  bed-chambers, 
with  a  mefs-room  for  the  officers,  and  proper 
apartments  for  the  men ;  thefe  were  elevated 
about  five  feet  from  the  ground,  the  under  part 
ferving  as  warehoufes :  That,  exclufi  ve  of  this 
houfe,  there  were  feveral  out-houfes  and  fheds, 
built  for  the  convenience  of  the  artificers  to  work 
in :  That  Mr.  Meares  left  the  houfes  in  good  re- 
pair, and  enjoined  Maquilla  to  take  care  of  them, 

B  b  2  until 
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vmtil  he,  or  fome  of  his  affociates,  fhould  return: 
That  he,  Robert  Puffin,  was  not  at  Nootka 
when  Don  Martinez  arrived  there ;  that  he  un- 
derftood  no  veftige  of  the  houfe  remained  at  that 
time,  but  that  on  his  return  thither  in  July, 
178Q,  he  found  the  cove  occupied  by  the  fub- 
je&s  of  His  Catholic  Majefty  :  That  he  then  faw 
no  remains  of  Mr.  Meares's  houfe  ;  and  that  on 
the  lpot  on  which  it  had  ftood  were  the  tents 
^nd  houfes  of  fome  of  the  people  belonging  to 
the  Columbia,  commanded  by  Mr,  John  Kend- 
rick,  under  the  flag  and  prote&ion  of  the  United 
States  of  America :  That  his  Catholic  Majefty's 
fliips,  Princefla  and  San  Carlos,  were  at  this  time 
anchored  ip  Friendly  cove,  with  the  Columbia 
2nd  Washington  American  traders :  That  the 
fecond  day  after  their  arrival  they  wTere  captured 
by  Don  Martinez,  and  that  the  Americans  were 
fufrered  to  carry  on  thtir  commerce  with  the 
natives  unmolefted. 

Senr  Quadra,  at  my  requeft,  very  obligingly 
undertook  to  forward,  by  the  earlieft  and  fafeft 
conveyance,  a  fhort  narrative  of  our  principal 
tranfa6lions  at  this  port,  for  the  information  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 

On  Saturday  morning  the  22d,  he  failed  from 
Friendly  cove,  and  having  faluted  us  with  thir- 
teen guns,  I  returned  the  compliment  with  an 
equal  number. 

Our 
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Our  attention  had  been  mdft  particularly  di- 
rected to  the  re-loading  of  the  ftore-fhip,  and 
the  re-equipment  of  the  Chatham,  whofe  hold 
had  been  intirely  cleared  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
pairing the  damages  fhe  had  fuftained.  The 
Difcovery  being  in  all  refpe&s  ready  for  fea,  all 
hands  were  employed  in  the  execution  of  thefe 
fervices,  which  were  materially  retarded  by  the 
very  bad  condition  of  the  provifion  cafks  ori 
board  the  Daedalus,  moft  of  which  required  a 
thorough  repair,  and  to  be  recruited  with  pickle. 
A  very  material  lofs  was  alfo  fufcained  in  the 
fpirits  and  wine  ;  large  quantities  of  the  flop- 
clothing  were  intirely  deftroyed,  and  many  others, 
with  fome  of  the  fails,  were  materially  damaged. 
Circumft^nced  as  we  were,  thefe  deficiencies  and 
damages  were  objects  of  the  moft  ferious  concern, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  intirely  occafioned  by 
the  very  improper  way  in  which  the  cargo  had 
been  ftowed. 

The  circumftances  already  related,  with  the 
correfpondence  at  large  between  Sen'  Quadra 
and  myfelf,  though  comprehending  the  fubftance 
of  the  negociation  which  took  place  refpecting 
the  ceffion  of  thefe  territories,  may  yet  require 
fome  farther  explanation  ;  and  when  the  very 
important  commerce  of  this  country  fhall  be  pro- 
perly appreciated,  I  truft  the  circumfpeCtion  with 
which  I  aCted  will  not  be  found  liable  to  cenfure. 

B  b  3  Our 
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Our  tranfa6tions  here  have  been  related  with 
the  greateft  fidelity,  and  precifely  in  the  order  in 
which  they  occurred.    Being  unprovided  with 
any  inftru<ftions  but  fuch  as  were  contained  in 
the  conventim,  and  the  very  general  orders  I  had 
received,  it  appeared  totally  incompatible  with 
the  intention  of  the  Britifh  court,  with  the  fpirit 
and  words  of  the  faid  convention,  or  with  thofe 
of  the  letter  of  Count  Florida  Blanca,  that  the 
identical  fpace  only  on  which  Mr.  Meares's  houfe 
and  bread- work  had  been  fituated  in  the  north- 
ern corner  of  this  fmall  cove,  and  forming  nearly 
an  equilateral  triangle  not  extending  an  hundred 
yards  on  any  one  fide,  bounded  in  front  by  the 
fea,  and  on  the  other  two  fides  by  high  craggy 
rocks,  which  continued  feme  diftance  down  the' 
beach,  and,  excepting  at  low  tide,  completely 
feparated  this  triangular  fpace  from  that  occupied 
by  the  Spaniards'  houfes  and  gardens,  could  pof- 
iibly  be  considered  as  the  objeel  of  a  rcftitution 
exprefled  by  the  terms  "  trails  of  land"  accord- 
ing to  the  firfr  article  of  the  convention ;  the 
"  dlflrlt'is  or  parcels  of  land"  mentioned  in  the 
letter  of  Count  Florida  Blanca ;  or  the  "  trafts 
"  of  land  j  or  parcels- or  dijlrtSls  of  land"  pointed 
out  to  me,  and  repeated  in  their  Lordfhips'  in- 
ftru&ions  communicated  to  me  on  that  fubjed:. 

On  due  confideration,  therefore,  I  concluded,, 
that  the  ceffion  propofed  by.  Senr  Quadra  could 

never 
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never  have  been  that  intended :  that,  at  leaft, 
the  whole  port  of  Nootka,  of  which  His  Majef- 
ty's  fubje&s  had  been  forcibly  difpoffefled,  and 
at  which  themfelves,  their  veffels  and  cargoes 
had  been  captured,  muft  have  been  the  propofed 
objedl  of  reftitution. 

Under  thefe  impreffions,  I  felt  that  if  I  had 
acceded  to  the  propofals  of  Senr  Quadra,  1  ftiould 
have  betrayed  the  truft  with  which  I  was  ho- 
nored, and  Ihould  have  a6led  in  direft  oppofi- 
tion  to  my  duty  and  allegiance,  by  receiving, 
without  any  authority,  a  territory  for  His  Bri- 
tannic Majefty,  under  the  dominion  of  a  foreign 
ft  ate. 

Thefe  principles  uniformly  governed  the  whole 
of  my  condu<fl  throughout  this  negociation,  in 
which  I  ad:ed  to  the  beft  of  my  judgment ; 
fhould  I  be  fc  unfortunate,  however,  as  to  incur 
any  cenfure,  I  muft  rely  on  the  candour  of  my 
country,  to  do  me  the  juftice  of  attributing  what- 
ever improprieties  I  may  appear  to  have  com- 
mitted, to  the  true  and  only  caufe  ;  to  a  want  of 
fufficient  diplomatic  fkill,  which  a  life  wholly 
devoted  to  my  profeftion  had  denied  me  the  op- 
portunity of  acquiring. 

After  having  fo  uniformly  perfifted  in  my  de- 
termination of  ftri£lly  adhering  to  the  line  of  my 
duty,  by  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  inftru6tions 
I  had  received^  in  oppofition  to  the  judgment 

B  b  4  and 
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and  opinion  of  Sen1  Quadra,  and  the  evidence^ 
which  he  had  propofed  ;  I  could  not  but  con- 
fider  the  unexpected  arrival  of  a  gentleman,  who 
had  perfonally  attended  Mr.  Meares  on  his  form- 
ing the  eftablilhment  at  Nootka,  and  who  it 
feems  had  been  prefent  on  moft  occafions  when 
differences  had  arifen  between  Senr  Martinez  and 
Captain  Colnett,  as  a  very  fortunate  circum- 
ftancc,  fmce  his  report  and  affidavit  cleared  up 
every  point  of  which,  from  other  teftimonies,  I 
could  entertain  any  doubt,  and  confirmed  me  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  conduct  I  had  purfued 
had  not  been  incompatible  with  the  truft  com- 
mitted to  my  charge  and  execution.    On  com- 
paring his  reprcfentation  with  that  which  had 
been  communicated  to  me  on  the  fame  fub- 
je£t  by  Senr  Quadra,  a  very  material  difference 
appeared,  which  moft  probably  operated  to  direCl 
Scnv  Quadra's  conduit,  in  refufmg  me  poffeffion 
of  the  country  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  my  in- 
ftru&ions. 

The  veflels  employed  in  commercial  purfuits 
this  feafbn  on  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America, 
have  I  believe  found  their  adventures  to  anfvver 
their  expectations :  many  were  contented  with 
the  cargo  of  furs  they  had  collefied  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fammer  ;  whilft  others  who  had  prolonged 
their  voyage,  either  pafled  the  winter  at  the 
Sandwich  iflands,  or  on  the  coaft,  where  they 

completed 
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completed  fmall  veflels  which  they  brought  out 
in  frame.  An  Englifli  and  an  American  lhallop 
were  at  this  time  on  the  ftocks  in  the  cove,  and 
when  finiftied  were  to  be  employed  in  the  inland 
navigation,  in  colle&ing  the  fkins  of  the  fea- 
otter  and  other  furs  ;  befide  thefe,  a  French  fhip 
was  then  engaged  in  the  fame  purfuit,  and  the 
following  veflels  in  the  fervice  of  His  Catholic 
Majefty  :  the  Gertrudes  and  Conception  of  thirty- 
fix  guns  each,  the  Active  brig  of  twelve  guns, 
Frincefla,  Aranfafu,  and  St.  Carlos,  armed  Ihips, 
with  the  veflels  of  Senrs  Galiano  and  Valdes. 
Both  thefe  gentlemen  had  been,  and  were  ftill 
employed,  not  only  in  geographical  refearches, 
but  in  acquiring  every  poffible  information  re- 
fpe6ting  the  commerce  of  the  country;  this  cir- 
cumitance,  together  with  the  guarded  conduct 
obferved  by  Sen1'  Quadra,  in  his  endeavours  to 
retain  the  whole,  or  at  any  event  to  preferve  a 
right  in  Nootka,  evidently  manifefted  the  de- 
gree of  jealoufy  with  which  the  court  of  Spain 
regards  the  commercial  intercourse  that  is  likely 
to  be  eliablifned  on  this  fide  of  the  world. 

Confidering  it  an  indifpenfable  duty,  that  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  fhould,  from  under  my 
own  hand,  become  acquainted  with  the  whole 
of  my  negociation  at  this  port  by  the  fafeft  and 
moft  expeditious  conveyance,  a  paflage  was  pro- 
cured for  myfyiii  lieutenant  Mr,  Mudge  on  board 

the 
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the  Fenis  and  St.  Jofeph,  bound  to  China,  from 
whence  he  was  to  proceed  with  all  difpatch  to 
England*  To  this  gentleman  I  intrufted  ex- 
tracts from  the  moft  important  parts  of  my  jour* 
nal,  with  a  copy  of  our  furvey  of  this  coaft ;  and 
I  had  every  reafon  to  indulge  the  hopes  of  his 
fpeedy  return,  with  further  infractions  for  the 
government  of  my  conduct  in  thefe  regions. 

On  this  occafion,  I  appointed  Lieutenant  Pu- 
get  and  Baker  to  be  flrft  and  fecond  lieutenants, 
as  alfo  Mr.  Spelman  Swaine  to  be  third  lieute- 
nant of  the  Difcovery ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Manby 
to  be  mafter  of  the  Chatham. 

Senr  Quadra  having  ufed  no  rigorous  meafures 
to  detect  and  bring  to  juftice  the  murderer  of 
the  young  Spaniard,  the  alarm  of  .  the  natives 
foon  fubfided,  and  in  a  day  or  two  they  vifited 
us  as  ufual.  Maqnhina  and  the  other  chiefs  were 
not,  however,  fo  cordially  received  at  the  Spanilh 
habitations  as  they  had  been  in  Senr  Quadra's 
time  ;  at  which  they  exprefled  much  diflike  to 
all  the  Spaniards,  excepting  Serr  Quadra,  and 
particularly  to  Martinez  ;  who,  Maquhma  avert- 
ed, went  on  fhore  with  a  number  of  armed 
people,  and  obliged  him  by  threats  to  make  cef- 
iion  of  Nootka  to  the  king  of  Spain.  He  la- 
mented alfo  the  profpect  of  our  fpeedy  depar- 
ture, faying,  that  his  people  would  always  be 
haralfed  and  ill-treated  bv  new-comers,  and  in- 

treated 
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treated  that  I  would  leave  fome  perfons  behind 
for  their  protection.  Very  little  dependance, 
however/  is  to  be  placed  in  the  truth  or  fincerity 
of  fuch  declarations ;  fmce  thefe  people,  unlet* 
tered  as  they  are,  poffefs  no  fmall  fliare  of  policy 
and  addrefs,  and  fpare  no  pains  to  ingratiate 
themfelves,  by  the  help  of  a  little  flattery  (a  com- 
modity with  whofe  value  they  feem  perfectly  ac- 
quainted) with  ftrangers5  to  whom  they  reprefent 
their  actions  as  refulting  from  the  moft  fincere 
friendship  ;  by  which  means  they  frequently  pro- 
cure very  valuable  prefents,  without  making  any 
return. 

From  the  time  of  Sen1*  Quadra's  departure 
until  Wednefday  the  20th,  my  time  had  been 
moftly  employed  in  preparing  my  difpatches  for 
England ;  they  were  now  completed,  and  Mr. 
Mudge  would  have  failed  this  day,  had  not  a 
hard  gale  of  wind  from  the  S.  E.  attended  with 
a  heavy  rain,  prevented  his  departure,  and  re- 
tarded our  operations  in  the  equipment  of  the 
Chatham  and  Daedalus.  This  boifterous  un- 
pleafant  weather  continued  until  the  30th  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  wind  fhifting  to  the  N.  W. 
brought  fair  wreather,  with  which  the  Fenis  and 
St.  Jofeph  failed  for  China. 

On  Tuefday,  October  the  2d,  the  Hope  brig, 
which  had  failed  on  the  20th  of  laft  month,  and 
the  Spanifh  armed  fhip  Princefla,  arrived  here 

from 
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from  the  eftabliflimentr  before  mentioned,  that 
the  Spaniards  had  formed  near  the  fouthern  en- 
trance b£  the  ftraits  of  De  Fuca  ;  which  was  the 
fame  open  bay  we  had  paffed  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  29th  of  April  laft ;  but  it  having  been  found 
much  expofed,  and  the  aachorage  very  bad,  ow- 
ing to  a  rocky  bottom,  the  Spaniards,  I  was  given 
to  underftand,  had  been  induced  intirely  to  eva- 
cuate it ;  and  it  appeared  alfo  that  Senr  Fidalgo 
had  brought  with  him  to  this  place  all  the  live 
ftock  that  had  been  deffined  for  its  cftablifhmcnt* 
Our  new  fuit  of  fails,  after  foaking  fome  hours 
in  the  fea,  were  bent  on  Saturday  the  Oth.  The 
obfervatory,  with  the  ittiiruments  and  chrono- 
meters, were  on  that  day  alfo  taken  on  board,  as 
well  thofe  fupplied  me  by  the  Navy  Board,  as 
thofe  intruded  by  the  Board  of  Longitude  to  the 
care  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Gooch  the  affcro* 
nomer,  intended  for  this  expedition. 

The  very  unfettled  llate  of  the  weather  much 
retarded  our  re-equipment,  and  the  appearance 
of  winder  having  already  commenced,  indicated 
the  whole  year  to  be  divided  here  into  two  fea- 
fons  only.  The  month  of  September  had  been 
delightfully  pleafant,  and  the  fame  fort  of  wea- 
ther, with  little  interruption,  had  prevailed  ever 
fmce  the  arrival  of  Sen1  Quadra  in  the  fpring  ; 
during  which  period  of  fettled  weather,  the  day 
w^s  always  attended  with  a  refrefhing  gale  from 

the 
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the  ocean,  and  a  gentle  breeze  prevailed  through 
the  night  from  the  land;  which  not  only  renders 
the  climate  of  this  country  extremely  pleafant, 
but  the  accefs  and  egrefs  to  and  from  its  ports 
very  eafy  and  commodious. 

As  my  attention,  during  our  continuance  in 
this  port,  had  been  principally  engrofled  by  the 
negociation  already  adverted  to,  I  had  little  lei- 
fare  to  profecute  other  inquiries  ;  1  fhall  there- 
fore conclude  this  chapter  by  the  infertior*  of 
fuch  obfervations  as  were  made  on  fhore  at  thjgt 
obfervatory. 

The  obfervations  commenced  on 
the  30th  of  Auguft,  at  which  time 
Kendall's  chronometer,  according  to 
the  Birch-bay  rate  gave  the  longi- 
tude 233°  5 8/  15* 

By  the  Portfmouth  rate  231°  lQ/  30/; 

Arnold's  watch,  on  board  the  Chat- 
ham, by  the  Birch-bay  rate  232°  4?'  45" 

1  792.        Longitude  of  the  obfervatory, 
Sept.  7,  Myfelf,  two  fets  of  dis- 
tances, moon  and  fun,    233°  2%'  30" 

—  Mr.  Whidbey,  two  do.  do.  1Q/ 

8,  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto  44'  20r/ 

—  Myfelf,  eight  ditto  ditto  38/  41" 

9,  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto  31'  30" 

Mr. 
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—  Mr.  Whidbey,  eight  do.  do.      37/  17" 


1  o 
1  J, 

diftr*    /=>i<rht"  nit'f'O  Hit"f"r* 

32' 

32" 

Myfelf,  fix  ditto  ditto 

27' 

ft* 

23, 

ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto 

26'  34" 

Mr.  Whidbey,  eight  do.  do. 

9* 

23,  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto 

34" 

IVTvlelf  eiahf-  A\ttn  t\\ttc% 

IVXyiClI,   Cli^IlL  LllLLvJ  U.ILIAJ 

12' 

5£>" 

UCt.  1, 

ivlr.  wniabey,  lix  ditto 

moon  aliu  aquiia, 

2  5" 

An  /^v»     o  o 

mig.  J  J, 

Five  lets  per  s  a  taken 

by  myfelf  at  fea,  and  re- 

UutCU  at  Llllb  UJclCC  UV  LUC 

chronometer,  according 

to  its  rate  of  going  found 

here 

49' 

0" 

Five  fets,  taken  by  Mr. 

Whidbey,  ditto 

36' 

5" 

24, 

Four  fets  by  myfelf,  ditto 

36' 

4Q" 

Four  fets  by  Mr.  Whid- 

bey, ditto 

34< 

45" 

The  mean  of  the  whole,  ccJleSilvely 
taken  ;  being  forty-nine  fets  by  my- 
felf ;  and  fifty-fcven  by  Mr.  Whid- 
bey ;  amounting  in  all  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fix  fets  of  lunar  diftances- 


gave  the  longitude  233°  2>V  30" 

By  which  our  obfervations  place  Nootka  found 
about  20'  30;/  to  the  eaftward  of  the  longitude 

affigned 
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affigned  to  it  by  Captain  Cook,  and  about  10'  to 

the  eaftward  of  Senr  Malafpina's  obfervations ; 
whence  it  fhould  feem  to  appear,  that  our  in- 

ftruments  for  the  longitude  were  erring  on  the 

eaftern  fide. 

Although  I  fliould  have  been  very  happy  to 
fubfcribe  to  the  longitude  as  fettled  by  aftrono- 
mers  of  fuperior  abilities,  yet,  on  the  prefent  oo 
cafion,  fuch  a  conceffion  would  have  been  at- 
tended with  a  very  material  inconvenience,  in 
deranging  the  pofition  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
coafl  that  have  already  been  furveyed,  and  laid 
down  by  our  own  obfervations.  For  this  effential 
reafon,  I  have  been  induced  to  retain  the  meridian 
of  Nootka,  as  afcertained  by  our  own  obferva- 
tions, which  fhewed  Kendall's  chronometer,  on 
our  arrival,  to  be  2(V  45/;to  the  eaftward  of  what 
I  have  confidered  as  the  true  longitude  ;  and  as  I 
had  reafon  to  believe  this  error  commenced  about 
the  time  of  our  departure  from  Defolation  found, 
and  that  it  had  been  regularly  increafing  fince 
that  period,  the  longitude  has  been  corrected  both 
in  my  journals  and  charts  from  that  ftation. 

On  this  authority,  the  errors  of  the  chrono- 
meters have  been  found,  which,  01}  the  5th  of 
October  at  noon,  were  as  follow:  (viz.) 

Kendall  fall  of  mean  time  at 
preenwich  lb  1  3'  43" 

And 
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And  gaining  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  deduced  from  thirty- fix  fets 
of  correfponding  altitudes,  at  the 
rate  of 

Arnold's  No.  82, s  on  board  the 
Chatham,  fail  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich  4h 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  the  rate  of 

Arnold's  No.  1 4,  from  the 
daliis,  fail  of  mean  time  at  Green- 
wich 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  the  rate  of 

Arnold's  No.  17O,  faft  of  mean 
time  at  Greenwich 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  the  rate  of 

Earnfhaw's  pocket  watch,  faft 
of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  1 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  the  rate  of 

The  calculations  by  the  Ports- 
mouth rate  of  Kendall's  chrono- 
meter have  hitherto  been  noticed, 
in  order  to  fhew  the  degree  of  ac- 
curacy with  which  it  had  gone, 
according  to  its  then  afcertained 

motion* 
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motion,  in  encountering  the  vari- 
ous climates  it  had  pafled  through 
fmce  our  departure  from  that  port; 
but  as  I  have  no  fimilar  docu- 
ments, or  the  leaft  information, 
refpe&ing  the  three  chronometers 
I  received  from  the  Daedalus,  to 
compare  with  the  going  of  Ken- 
dall's, thofe  calculations  from 
hence  will  ceafe  to  attract  our  at- 
tention. 

The  latitude  of  the  obfervatory, 
by  thirty  meridional  altitudes  of 
the  fun  49°  34'  20!i 

The  variation  of  the  compafs, 
by  thirty  fets  of  azimuths,  taken 
by  three  different  compalfes,  vary- 
ing from  i0°  to  21°,  gave  the 
mean  refult  1 8°  22'  eaft 

The  vertical  inclination  of  the 
magnetic  needle. 

Marked  end,  North  face  Eaft,  74°  O' 

Ditto,  Weft,  73°  47/ 

Marked  end,  South  face  Eaft,  73°  7' 

Ditto,  Weft,  74°  52' 


Mean  inclination  of  the  marine 
dipping  needle  73°  5 Q' 


Vol.  II. 


C  c  CHAPTER 


I 


386  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY,  [OCT. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Depart  from  Nootka  Sound — Proceed  to  the  South* 
ward  along  the  Coaji — The  DadaJus  enters 
Gray' $  Harbour — The  Chatham  enters  Columbia 
River — Arrival  of  the  Difcovery  at  Port  St. 
Fran  cf co. 

F  |  ^HE  inclemency  of  the  weather  prevented 
JL  our  proceeding  in  our  feveral  occupations, 
and  detained  us  here  until  the  afternoon  of  Fri- 
day, October  the  12th,  when,  in  company  with 
the  Chatham  and  Daedalus,  we  hauled  out  of  the 
cove,  in  order  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  land 
wind,  which  about  ten  o'clock  enabled  us  to  fail 
out  of  the  port  of  Nootka  ;  but  the  Chatham  and 
Daedalus  not  following,  we  brought  to  about 
midnight,  to  wait  their  coming  up.  This  how- 
ever did  not  take  place  during  the  night,  which 
w7as  ferene  and  pleafant,  though  we  had  a  very 
heavy  and  irregular  fwell,  which  drove  us  fo  far 
to  the.  weftward,  that  by  day-light  we  were  not 
more,  than  two  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
ledge  of  rocks  which  lie  two  leagues  to  the  weft- 
ward  x>f  the  weft  point  of  entrance  into  Nootka; 
our  foundings  were  from  25  to  30  fathoms. 

About 
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About  nine  the  next  morning,  Saturday  the 
13th,  the  Chatham  and  Dasdalus  joined  com- 
pany. The  Chatham,  by  the  weather  falling 
calm  juft  as  fhe  had  weighed  anchor,  became 
under  no  command,  and  was  fwept  by  the  tide 
on  the  rocky  point  of  the  cove,  where  the  fea 
broke  with  great  violence  ;  but  by  proper  exer- 
tions, and  immediate  affiftance  from  the  Daeda- 
lus, which  was  in  a  fortunate  fi  tuation  for  that 
purpofe,  fhe  got  off  without  receiving  any  appa- 
rent damage,  though  £he  had  flruck  very  heavily. 

It  is  neceffary  here  to  ftate,  that  on  the  day 
previous  to  our  failing,  I  received  on  board  two 
young  women  for  the  purpofe  of  returning  them 
to  their  native  country,  the  Sandwich  iflands ; 
which  they  had  quitted  in  a  velTel  that  arrived 
at  Nootka  on  the  7th  inftant,  called  the  Jenny, 
belonging  to*  Briftol.  But  as  that  veflel  was 
bound  from  hence  ftraight  to  England,  Mr.  James 
Baker  her  commander  very  earneftly  requefted, 
that  I  would  permit  thefe  two  unfortunate  girls 
to  take  a  palfage  in  the  Difcovery  to  Onehow, 
the  illand  of  their  birth  and  refidence  ;  from 
whence  it  feems  they  had  been  brought,  not  only 
very  contrary  to  their  wiflies  and  inclinations, 
but  totally  without  the  knowledge  or  confent  of 
their  friends  or  relations  ;  and  of  which  tranfao 
tion  fome  particulars  will  hereafter  be  noticed, 
where  they  will  not  interfere  with  the  regular  pro- 

C  c  2  grefs 
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grefs  of  our  narrative  ;  which  I  now  refume  by 
obferving,  that  after  fo  long  a  continuance  of  un- 
fettled  weather,  the  prefent  apparent  re-cftab- 
liihed  ferenity  encouraged  me  to  hope  I  might  be 
enabled  in  our  route  to  the  fouthvvard  to  re-exa- 
mine the  coaft  of  New  Albion,  and  particularly 
a  river  and  a  harbour  difcovered  by  Mr.  Gray  in 
the  Columbia  between  the  40th  and  47th  de- 
grees of  north  latitude,  of  which  Senr  Quadra  had 
favoured  me  wTith  a  fketch.  For  this  purpofe  our 
courfe  was  directed  along  fhore  to  the  eaftward, 
which  would  alfo  afford  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining the  Spanifh  furvey  between  Nootka  and 
De  Fuca's  {traits, 

Some  obfervations  were  made  to  afcertain  if 
any  error  had  taken  place  in  the  chronometers 
fince  they  had  been  received  from  the  fhore,  and 
1  had  the  fatisfadiion  to  find  them  all  anfwer  very 
well.  Kendall's  in  particular  was  very  exadl,  and 
its  excellency  having  already  been  proved,  I  was 
determined  to  depend  principally  upon  it  until  a 
further  opportunity  fliould  offer  for  afcertaining 
the  going  of  the  others. 

At  noon  our  obferved  latitude  was  4Q°  23/,  the 
longitude  233°  -28'.  The  northernmofl  land  in 
fight  by  compafs  bore  N.  W. ;  Nootka  N.  8  W. ; 
the  eaflernmoft  land  in  fight  N.  88  E.  ;  and  point 
Breakers,  our  neareft  fhore,  N.  30  E.  difiant  four 
miles ;  whence  that  point  is  fituated  according 

to 
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to  our  obfervations,  which  were  very  good,  made 
by  different  perfons,  and  agreeing  to  a  great  nice- 
ty, in  latitude  4(J°25/,  longitude  233 ?  32x.  Cap- 
tain Cook  ftates  the  latitude  of  point  Breakers  to 
be  4(f  15'.  The  difference  of  1  G/  is  decidedly  an 
error  of  the  prefs,  as  by  my  own  obfervations 
during  that  voyage  point  Breakers  is  placed  in  la- 
titude 49°  24/. 

The  wind  at  N.  W.  blew  a  pleafant  gale  until 
the  evening,  when  it  was  fucceeded  by  calms 
and  light  variable  airs  off  the  land,  which  conti- 
nued until  near  noon  of  Sunday  the  14th.  Dur- 
ing the  fore  part  of  the  night  the  depth  of  water 
was  from  7 0  to  90  fathoms,  but  by  the  morning 
we  were  drifted  too  far  from  the  land  to  gain 
foundings.  The  weather,  though  clear  over  head, 
was  hazy  towards  the  horizon,  and  rendered  the 
land  very  indiftindt ;  in  the  afternoon  we  had  a 
fine  breeze  from  the  weft  ward,  which  enabled  us 
to  fteer  in  for  the  land,  and  to  gain  a  diftant  view 
of  Clayoquot  and  Nittinat,  which,  according  to 
the  Spaniards,  are  the  native  names  of  port  Cox 
and  Berkley's  found.  The  eaft  point  of  the  for- 
mer at  fun-fet  by  compafs  bore  N.  50  W.  about 
four  leagues  diftant ;  the  w7eft  point  of  the  latter, 
our  neareft  fhore,  N.  28  E.  about  five  miles  dif- 
tant, and  the  coaft  in  fight  extended  from  eaft  to 
N.  03  W.  Wefhortened  fail  for  the  night,  and 
inclined  our  courfe  towards  cape  Claffet.    1  had 

C  c  3  been 
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been  given  to  underftand,  that  this  promontory 
was  by  the  natives  called  Claflet ;  but  now  find- 
ing that  this  name  had  originated  only  from  that 
of  an  inferior  chief's  refiding  in  its  neighbor- 
hood, I  have  therefore  refumed  Captain  Cook's 
original  appellation  of  cape  Flattery. 

The  w7eftw7ardly  wind  died  away  as  the  night 
approached,  when  we  wxre  in  foundings  from  3Q 
to  40  fathoms  ;  but  light  airs  and  calms  fucceed- 
ing,  we  were  foon  driven  to  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  from  the  land,  which  in  the  morning  of 
Monday  the  15th  was  nearly  obfeured  by  a  thick 
haze  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues.  The 
obferved  latitude  at  noon  was  48°  41',  longitude 
234°  30/;  the  coaft  then  in  fight  bearing  by  comr 
pafs  from  N.  W.  to  E.  by  N. 

A  want  of  wind  until  Tuefday  the  1  Oth  much 
increafed  our  diftance  from  the  fhore,  by  our  be- 
ing fet  to  the  fouthward  ;  and  the  land  being  ftill 
obfeured  by  a  denfe  haze,  prevented  our  difco- 
vering  that  w7e  had  palfed  cape  Flattery  until  ten 
in  the  forenoon,  when  it  was  announced  by  the 
rocks  to  the  fouth  of  it ;  the  largeft  of  which, 
independently  of  Deftru&ion  ifland,  is  the  mo  ft 
extenftve  detached  land  exifting  on  the  fea  coaft 
between  cape  Flattery  and  cape  Mendocino,  It 
is  of  an  oblong  fhape,  and  nearly  level  on  the  top, 
where  it  produces  a  few  trees,  its  fides  are  almoft 
perpendicular ;  near  it  are  fome  fmall  white  bar- 
ren 
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ren  rocks,  fome  funkcn  ones,  and  fome  rocky 
iflets  of*  curious  and  romantic  fhapes.  At  noon 
the  obferved  latitude  was  48°  8',  and  the  longi- 
tude, deduced  from  four  different  fets  of  obfer- 
vations  for  the  chronometer  taken  in  the  after- 
noon, was  235°  2<3/.  In  this  fituation  the  fouth- 
crnmoft  land  in  fight  bore  by  compafs  S.  78  E. 
and  the  mountain  before  confidered  as  mount 
Olympus,  eaft.  Whether  our  having  been  lat- 
terly accuftomed  to  fee  more  lofty  mountains,  or 
whether  the  mountain  being  difrobed  of  its  win- 
ter garment  (the  fnow  now  being  only  in  patches) 
produced  the  efFedl,  is  not  eafily  determined,  but 
it  certainly  feemed  of  lefs  ftupendous  height  than 
when  we  firft  beheld  it  in  the  fpring.  A  light 
favorable  breeze  from  the  N.  W.  during  the  af- 
ternoon, afforded  a  good  opportunity  for  deter- 
mining the  fituation  of  this  cape,  and  I  had  the 
fatisfadfion  to  find  it  correfpond  exactly  with  the 
pofition  I  had  affigned  to  it,  on  palling  it  in  the 
fpring.  This  evinced  the  propriety  of  adopting 
the  meridian  of  Nootka  for  our  charts,  agreeably 
to  the  refult  of  the  obfervations  we  had  made  for 
afcertaining  it. 

In  the  point  of  view  we  this  day  faw  the  en- 
trance of  De  Fuca's  ftraits,  it  appeared  in  no  re- 
fped:  remarkable,  or  likely  to  be  an  opening  of 
any  confiderable  extent.  The  night  being  again 
almoll  calm,  our  diftance  from  the  land  was  in- 

C  c  4  creafed 
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created  as  before.  We  approached  it  flowly  in 
the  forenoon  of  Wednefday  the  1  7  th,  and  at 
mid- day  the  coaft  by  compafs  extended  from 
N.  N.  W.  to  E.  S.  E.  ;  mount  Olympus  bore 
N.  40  E.  and  the  neareft  ftiore  N.  E.  about  four 
leagues  diftant.  Our  obferved  latitude  47°  27', 
longitude  235°  38',  agreed  exceedingly  well  with 
our  former  pofition  of  this  part  of  the  coaft. 

A  light  N.  W.  breeze  prevailed  in  the  after- 
noon, which  by  fun  fet  brought  us  within  four 
miles  of  the  fhore,  having  foundings  from  50  to 
30  fathoms.  At  eight  the  wind  died  away,  and 
as  we  were  now  approaching  a  part  of  the  coaft 
which  we  had  formerly  p ailed  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance than  I  could  have  wiihed,  we  anchored  for 
the  night  to  prevent  the  fame  thing  happening 
a  fecond  time.  The  depth  of  water  was  24  fa- 
thoms, black  fandy  bottom.  At  five  in  the  morn- 
ing of  Thurfday  the  18th,  with  a  gentle  breeze 
from  the  land,  we  turned  up  along  fhore,  and 
had  foundings  from  17  to  40  fathoms.  The  land 
breeze  was  fucceeded  by  one  from  the  N.  W.  ; 
at  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  4  7°  14y,  longi- 
tude 235°  5Q',  very  nearly  correfponding  with 
the  pofition  of  this  coaft  as  laid  down  by  us  in 
the  fpring.  In  this  fituation  the  northernmoft 
land  in  fight  by  compafs  bore  N.  28  W.  ;  the 
perforated  rock  noticed  off  point  Grenville  in  the 
morning  of  the  28th  of  April,  N.  15  W.  ;  mount 

Olympus 
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Olympus  N.  14  E.  ;  the  ncareft  {bore,  being  a 
frnall  detached  rock,  80  E.  three  or  four  miles 
diftant ;  two  low  points  of  land  which  we  con- 
sidered to  form  the  points  of  Gray's  harbour, 
S.  40  E.  ;  and  S.  30  E.  ;  and  the  fouthernmoft 
land  in  fight  S.  32  E.  In  the  courfe  of  the  morn- 
ing; wc  had  feen  a  remarkable  high  round  moun- 
tain,  which  now  bore  by  compafs  N.  79  E.  and 
rofe  confpicuoufly  from  a  plain  of  low,  or  rather 
moderately  elevated  land,  and  w7as  covered  with 
fnow  as  far  down  as  the  intervening  hills  permit- 
ted us  to  fee.  We  entertained  little  doubt  of  its 
beina;  mount  Rainier,  which  was  foon  afterwards 
confirmed  ;  its  diftance  from  us  being  an  hundred 
geographical  miles. 

The  weather  and  every  other  circumftancc 
concurring  to  promote  the  dcfign  I  had  formed 
of  re-examining  this  coaft,  I  directed  that  Mr. 
Whidbey,  taking  one  of  the  Difcovery's  boats, 
fhould  proceed  in  the  Daedalus  to  examine  Gray's 
harbour,  faid  to  be  fituated  in  latitude  46°  53', 
whilft  the  Chatham  and  Difcovery  explored  the 
river  Mr.  Gray  had  difcovered  in  the  latitude  of 
4(3°  10'.  In  the  event  of  our  not  meeting  with 
the  Dasdalus  before  we  reached  Monterrey,  that 
port  was  appointed  as  a  rendezvous.  We  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Southward  at  the  diftance  of  three 
or  four  miles  from  the  fliore,  having  regular  found- 
ings at  a  depth  from  13  to  1 9  fathoms. 

Towards 
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Towards  midnight  the  light  N.  W.  wind, 
which  had  prevailed  during  moft  part  of  the  day, 
was  fucceeded  by  a  calm,  on  which  we  anchored 
in  16  fathoms  water,  and  at  day-light  the  next 
morning  difcovered  our  fituation  to  be  off  the 
bay  we  had  endeavoured  to  enter  the  2 7th  of  1  aft 
April,  and  about  two  miles  from  the  ou  term  oft 
of  the  breakers,  which  bore  by  compafs  N.  7  3  E. ; 
the  fouthernmoft  part  of  the  coaft  in  fight  S.  S.  E. ; 
mount  Rainier  N.  06  E. ;  the  S.  E.  point  of  Gray's 
harbour,  which  is  low  proje^ing  land,  covered 
with  trees,  N.  2  W.  ;  and  mount  Olympus,  our 
northernmoft  land  in  view,  north.  This  by  va- 
rious obfervations,  I  found  to  be  fituated  in  lati- 
tude 47°  50',  longitude  230°- 4'.  Here  the  bay 
before  us  did  not  appear  to  fall  fo  far  back  as  I 
had  been  led  to  fuppofe,  but  the  low  land  pro- 
je£led  further  into  the  ocean  than  it  had  appeared 
to  do  on  our  former  view  of  it ;  and  inftead  of 
the  breakers  being  intirely  connected,  two  fmall 
openings  were  difcovered,  which,  however,  from 
the  colour  of  the  water,  and  the  rifmg  of  the 
fwell  acrofs  them,  muft  be  very  fhallow.  Bro- 
ken water  was  alfo  feen  in  every  direction  be- 
tween the  outer  reefs  and  the  fhore,  the  latter  of 
which  was  not  difcernible  until  eleven  o'clock 
on  Friday  the  1  Qth,  when  a  breeze  fet  in  from  the 
N.  W.  which  difperfed  the  haze,  and  fhewed  the 
boundary  of  the  cpaft  to  be  one  uninterrupted 

beach, 
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beach,  lined  with  breakers  at  irregular  diftances 
from  it.  With  this  breeze  we  weighed  anchor. 
The  latitude  obferved  at  noon  w7as  40°  42-,  but 
observations  for  the  chronometers  were  not  pro- 
cured. 

With  a  pleafant  gale  and  fine  weather  wc 
coafted  along  this  delightful  and  apparently  fer- 
tile part  of  New  Georgia,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
a  league  from  the  fhoals,  having  foundings  from 
ten  to  fixteen  fathoms,  until  four  in  the  after- 
noon, when  having  nearly  reached  cape  Difap- 
pointment,  which  forms  the  north  point  of  en- 
trance into  Columbia  river,  fo  named  by  Mr. 
Gray,  I  dire&ed  the  Chatham  to  lead  into  it,  and 
on  her  arrival  at  the  bar  fhouid  no  more  than 
four  fathoms  water  be  found,  the  fignal  for  dan- 
ger was  to  be  made  ;  but  if  the  channel  appeared 
to  be  further  navigable,  then  to  proceed. 

As  we  followed  the  Chatham  the  depth  of 
water  decreafed  to  four  fathoms,  in  which  we 
failed  feme  little  time  without  being  able  to  dif- 
tinguifli  the  entrance  into  the  river,  the  fea 
breaking  in  a  greater  or  lefs  decree  from  Ihore  to 
fliore  ;  but  as  the  Chatham  continued  to  purfue 
her  £ourfe,  1  concluded  fhe  was  in  a  fair  chan- 
nel. We  however  foon  arrived  in  three  fathoms, 
and  as  the  water  was  becoming  lefs  deep,  and 
breaking  in  all  directions  around  us,  I  hauled  to 
the  weft  ward  in  order  to  efcape  the  threatened 

danger. 
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danger.  In  doing  this  '  we  were  affifted  by  a  very 
ftrong  ebb  tide  that  ft  it  out  of  the  river,  and 
which  oppofmg  a  veiy  heavy  fweil  that  rolled 
from  the  w  eftward  dire  ftly  on  the  fhorc,  caufed 
an  irregular  and  dangerous  fea.  By  feven,  our 
depth  of  water  had  in<  :reafed  to  ten  fathoms, 
where,  conceiving  ourf<:lves  in  fafcty,  we  an- 
chored for  the  night,  which  palled  very  uncom- 
fortably, owing  to  the  violent  motion  of  the  vef- 
fel,  and  anxiety  for  the  fafety  of  the  Chatham, 
from  which  a  fignal  was  made  at  the  moment 
we  hauled  out  of  the  breakers,  which  we  were 
fearful  might  have  been  fo  r  affifcance,  as  the  dol- 
ing in  of  the  day  prevented  our  accurately  diftin- 
guifiiing  the  colour  of  the:  flags1;  but  as  fhe  ap- 
peared to  be  perfediy  unfler  command,  and  as 
the  rapidity  of  the  tide  and  the  heavy  fea  render- 
ed any  afliftance  from  us  impracticable,  I  was 
willing  to  hope  the  fignal  might  have  been  for 
the  bar,  which,  at  day-light  the  next  morning, 
was  proved  to  be  the  cafe  by  her  being  feen  rid- 
ing in  perfect  fafety,  about  two  miles  within  the 
itation  we  had  taken. 

The  morning  of  Saturday  the  20th  w7as  calm 
and  fair,  yet  the  heavy  crofs  fw7eli  continued, 
and  within  the  Chatham  the  breakers  feemcd  to 
extend  without  the  leaffc  interruption  from  Ihore 
to  fhore.  Anxious,  however,  to  » ascertain*  this 
fait,  I  fent  Lieutenant  S^aine,  in  the  cutter, 

to 
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to  found  between  us  and  th  t  Chatham,  and  to 
acquire  fuch  information  from  Mr,  Broughton  as 
he  might  be  able  to  communicate;  but  a  frelli 
eafterly  breeze  prevented  his  reaching  our  con- 
fort,  and  obliged  him  toretuirn:  in  confequence 
of  which  a  fignal  was  made  for  the  lieutenant  of 
the  Chatham,  and  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  John- 
ftone,  who  founded  as  he  came  out,  but  found 
no  bar,  as  we  had  been  given  to  underltand.  The 
bottom  was  a  dead  flat  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  our  anchorage.  From  Mr.  Johnftone  I  re- 
ceived the  unpleafant  intelligence,  that  by  the 
violence  of  the  furf,  which,  during  the  preced- 
ing night,  had  broken  over  the  decks  of  the 
Chatham,  her  fmall  boat  had  been  dailied  to 
pieces.  Mr.  Johnftone  was  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  had  the  Discovery  anchored  where  the  Chat- 
ham did,  fhe  muft  have  ftiruck  with  great  vio- 
lence. Under  this  circumftance  we  undoubtedly 
experienced  a  moil  providential  efcape  in  hauling 
from  the  breakers.  My  former  opinion  of  this 
port  being  inacceffible  to  veffels  of  our  burthen 
was  now  fully  confirmed,  with  this  exception, 
that  in  very  fine  weather,  with  moderate  winds, 
and  a  fmooth  fea,  vexTels  not  exceeding  four  hun- 
dred tons  might,  fo  far  as  we  were  enabled  to 
judge,  gain  admittance.  The  Dasdalus,  how- 
ever, being  direded  to  fearch  for  us  here,  I  was 
induced  to  perfevere ;  particularly  as,  towards 

noon, 
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noon*,  a  thick  haz  e,  which  before  had  in  a  great 
degree  obfeured  th  e  land,  cleared  away/  and  the 
heavy  fwell  having  much  fubfidedy  gave  us  a 
more  perfect  view  of  our  fituation,  and  fhewed 
this  opening  in  ti  re  coaft  to  be  much  more  ex- 
tenfive  than  I  had  formerly  imagined.  Mount! 
Olympus,  the  nor  thernrnoft  land  in  fight,  bore 
by  compafs  N.  7  W.  ;  cape  Difapporntment  N. 
8 1  E.  two  miles,  the  breakers  extending  from  its 
fhore  S.  87  E.  about  half  a  league  diftant ;  thofe 
on  the  fouthern  or  oppofite  fide  of  the  entrance 
into  the  river  S.  7 (3  E. :  between  thefe  is  the 
channel  into  the  river,  where  at  this  time  the 
fea  did  not  break.     The  coaft  was  feen  to  the 
fouthward  as- far  as  S.  31  E.    The  obferved  la- 
titude 46°  20',-  which  placed  cape  Difappoi-nt- 
ment one  mile  further  north  than  did  our  former 
obfervations.    The  flood  at  one  o'clock  making' 
in  our  favor,  we  weighed,  with  a  iignal  as  before 
for  the  Chatham  to  lead.    With  boats  a-head 
founding,  we  made  all  fail  to  windward,  in  four 
to  fix  fathoms  water.    The  Chatham  being  fur* 
ther  advanced  in  the  channel,  and  having  more 
wind  and  tide,  made  a  greater  progrefs  than  the 
Difcovery.    About  three  o'clock  a  gun  was  fired 
from  behind  a  point  that  projected  from  the  in- 
ner part  of  cape  Difappointment,  forming,  to  all 
appearance,  a  very  fnug  cove  ;  this  was  anfwered 
by  the  hoifdng  of  the  Chatham's  colours,  and 

firing 
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firing  a  gun  to  leeward,  by  which  we  concluded 
fome  veffel  was  there  at  anchor.  Soon  after- 
wards foundings  were  denoted  by  the  Chatham 
to  be  fix  and  feven  fathoms,  and  at  four  £he  an^ 
chored  apparently  in  a  tolerably  fnug  birth.  To- 
wards fun-fet,  the  ebb  making  fbrongly  againfl: 
us,  with  fcarcely  Efficient  wrind  to  command 
the  fliip,  we  were  driven  out  of  the  channel  into 
13  fathoms  water,  where  we  anchored  for  the 
night ;  the  ferenity  of  which  flattered  us  with 
the  hope  of  getting  in  the  next  day. 

The  clearnefs  of  the  atmofphere  enabled  vis  tor 
fee  the  high  round  fnowy  mountains,  noticed 
when  in  the  fouthem  parts  of  Admiralty  inlet, 
to  the  fouthward  of  mount  Rainier ;  from  this 
ftation  it  bore  by  compafs  N.  77  E.  and,  like 
mount  Rainier,  feemed  covered  with  perpetual 
fhow,  as  low  down  as  the  intervening  country 
permitted  it  to  be  feen.  This  I  have  diftinguilh- 
ed  by  the  name  of  Mount  St.  Helens,  in  ho- 
nor of  His  Britannic  Majefty's  ambaffador  at  the 
court  of  Madrid.  It  is  frtuated  in  latitude  46°  Q', 
and  in  longitude  238°  W,  according  to  our  obfer- 
vations. 

All  hopes  of  getting  into  Columbia  river  va- 
nifhed  on  Sunday  morning  the  21  ft,  which 
brought  with  it  a  frefli  gale  from  the  S.  E.  and 
every  appearance  of  approaching  bad  wreather, 
which  the  falling  of  the  mercury  in  the  barome- 
ter 
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ter  alio  indicated.  We  therefore  weighed  and 
ftood  to  Tea ;  foon  after  this  fame  obfervations 
for  the  chronometer  were  obtained,  which  gave 
the  longitude  230°  4'  30/7,  by  which  cape  Dis- 
appointment appeared  to  be  3'  in  longitude  fur- 
ther eaft  than  I  had  formerly  efteemed  it  to  be  ; 
it  is  however  too  trifling;  to  demand  correction, 
as  fuch  a  difference,  and  even  a  much  greater 
one,  is  liable  to  arife,  by  any  little  alteration  in 
the  rate  of  the  chronometer. 

The  forenoon  was  employed  in  making  the 
neceffary  preparations  for  bad  weather,  which 
was  foon  found  to  be  an  effential  precaution.  An 
increafe  of  the  gale,  with  a  very  heavy  fea,  obliged 
us  about  two  in  the  afternoon  to  clofe-rcef  the 
topfails,  and  to  hand  the  mainfail  and  mizen 
top  fail. 

Under  this  fail  we  flood  to  the  S.  W.  until 
two  in  the  morning  of  Monday  the  22d,  when, 
the  wind  in  fome  degree  moderating,  we  again 
made  for  the  land,  the  gale  fubiided,  and  in  the 
forenoon  the  wind  from  the  S.  E.  was  light  and 
variable.  The  weather,  howxver,  was  very  un- 
fettled,  feveral  water  fpouts  were  feen,  and  fome 
paffed  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  fliip.  By  a 
very  indifferent  obfervation,  at  noon,  the  latitude 
was  afcertained  to  be  46°  47,  and  the  longitude 
by  the  reckoning  234°  4Q7.  About  two  in  the 
afternoon,  a  ftrong  gale,  attended  with  heavy 

dark 
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dark  gloomy  weather,  fuddenly  arole  from  the 
N.  W.  and  loon  increafed  with  fuch  violence  as 
obliged  us  afterwards  to  ftrike  the  top-gallant 
mails,  clofe-reef  the  topfails,  and  to  take  in  the 
main  and  the  fore  and  mizen  topfails.  This 
boilterous  weather,  in  addition  to  the  advanced 
Hate  of  the  feafon,  induced  me  to  abandon  every 
idea  of  regaining  Columbia  river ;  and,  under 
the  convi£lion  that  from  Mr.  Broughton  and  Mr. 
Whidbey  I  lliould  receive  every  information  I 
required,  not  only  of  Gray's  harbour  but  of  Co- 
lumbia river,  w7hich  Mr.  Broughton  had  entered* 
and  who  I  was  allured  would  not  quit  it  with- 
out being  fatisfied  in  its  examination,  I  dire<fled 
our  courfe  to  the  fouthward* 

The  gale  moderated  next  morning,  Tuefday  23, 
veered  to  the  S.  and  bringing  with  it  more  fettled 
weather,  we  made  all  fail.  At  noon  the  obferved 
latitude  w7as  44°  SI'',  longitude  by  the  chrono- 
meter 234°  12/.  This  favorable  appearance  of 
the  wgather  was  however  of  fhort  duration.  The 
wind  in  the  afternoon  again  blew  a  lirong  gale* 
wdiich  obliged  us  to  Hand  to  the  S.  W.  under 
llorm  ftay-fails  until  near  midnight,  when  it 
veered  to  the  S.  W.  became  more  moderate,  ancT 
we  were  enabled  to  Hand  to  the  S.  S.  E.  The 
weather,  however,  continued  very  unfettled,  the 
fea  was  very  heavy  and  irregular,  and  the  wind 
became  variable  between  S.  W.  and  S.  S.  E.  On 
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Wednefday  morning  the  24th,  fome  water  fpouts 
again  appeared,  and  towards  noon  came  on  a 
very  violent  ffcorrn  of  lightning,  thunder,  and 
rain ;  about  which  time,  very  unexpectedly,  we 
faw  the  land.  I  confidered  it  to  be  part  of  the 
coaft  about  cape  Perpetua ;  it  bore  eaffc,  and  was 
not  more  than  fix  leagues  from  us,  though,  by 
our  reckoning,  it  ftiould  have  been  more  than 
twice  that  diftance.  The  wind,  with  fqualls 
from  the  S.  S.  W.  now  blew  very  hard,  with 
which,  in  order  to  regain  an  offing,  we  flood  to 
the  weft  ward ;  but  this  was  accomplished  fa 
flowly,  that  at  five  in  the  evening  the  land  was 
flill  in  fight  to  the  eaftward,  diftant  about  fix 
or  feven  leagues ;  and  though  the  fhip  was  al- 
ready under  a  fevere  prefs  of  fail,  it  became  ne- 
ceffary  to  make  confiderable  addition,  which  the 
fhip  being  unable  to  carry,  the  topfails  were  again 
clofe- reefed,  under  which  and  the  two  courfes, 
tve  flood  to  the  north- weft  ward  during  the  night, 
which  was  very  ftormy.  The  weather  conti- 
nued unfettled,  although  the  wind  became  light 
and  variable  between  the  S.  and  S.  W.  attended 
with  heavy  rain  and  unpleafant  weather,  until 
Thurfday  afternoon  the  25th,  when  the  wind 
fhifted  to  the  N.  W.  blew  a  gentle  breeze,  and 
brought  with  it  a  clear  atmofphere.  To  this 
favorable  breeze  we  fpread  all  our  canvafs,  and 
directed  our  courfe  for  cape  Orford,  in  order  to 
re-examine  its  pofition. 
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At  noon  the  next  day,  Friday  the  26th,  our 
obferved  latitude  was  43°  3(/,  longitude  243° 
5 1'.  Towards  fun-fet  a  diftant  view  of  the  coaft 
was  gained,  bearing  E.  S.  E.  and  by  ten  at  night 
the  wind  veered  again  to  the  S.  E.  whieh,  by 
noon  of  Saturday  the  27th,  reduced  us  to  our 
clofe-reefed  topfails.  The  gale  moderated  to- 
wards midnight,  and  once  more  we  fpread  all  our 
canvafs  to  a  moderate  breeze,  between  the  fouth 
and  S.  E.  which  was  {till  attended  with  a  heavy 
difagreeable  crofs  fwell,  rendering  the  Ihip,  with 
her  then  heavy  cargo,  very  uneafy.  The  wea- 
ther in  general  wTas  much  more  pleafant  than 
that  which  we  had  lately  experienced,  and  as  the 
wind  veered,  we  occafionally  tacked  to  get  to  the 
S.  E.  By  thefe  means,  on  the  evening  of  Mon- 
day the  29th,  the  coaft  was  feen  extending  by 
compafs  from  N.  E.  by  N.  to  S.  E.  by  E. ;  cape 
Orford  bearing  E.  by  N.  about  four  miles  dif- 
tant. By  the  obfervations  made  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day;  the  latitude  of  this  cape,  as  before  ftated, 
was  found  to  be  correal ;  the  longitude  as  at  cape 
Difappointrnent  deviated  three  miles  to  the  eaft- 
wrard.  The  next  day,  Tuefday  the  30th,  in  the 
afternoon,  I  made  fome  further  obfervations  to 
this  effedt,  (not  having  proceeded  more  than 
three  or  four  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
cape)  which  produced  the  like  refult. 

The  wind  continued  nearly  in  the  fame  di* 
D  d  2  re&ioft, 
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rection,  blowing  a  moderate  breeze,  with  plea- 
fant  wreather ;  but  the  very  uncomfortable  flate 
of  the  veflei,  in  confequence  of  a  difagreeable 
fwell,  was  foon  again  aggravated  by  the  increafe 
of  the  S.  E.  wind,  which,  at  fun-fet,  on  Friday 
the  2d  of  November,  reduced  us  to  a  clofe-reefed 
topfail  and  forefail.  This  gale  was  accompanied 
by  a  very  high  fea,  which,  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  Saturday  the  3d,  carried  away 
our  fpritfail  yard  in  the  flings.  After  day-break 
the  wind  Ihifted  to  the  N.  W. ;  with  this  we 
fteered  to  the  S.  S.  E.  againft  a  very  heavy  head 
fea,  which  wafhed  overboard  John  Davifon,  a 
feaman,  whilft  rigging  a  new  fpritfail  yard.  This 
poor  fellow  being  a  good  fwimmer,  was  enabled 
to  fupport  himfelf  until  our  fmall  boat  from  the 
ftern  happily  picked  him  up,  when  nearly  ex- 
haufted. 

The  wind  continuing  to  blow  a  frefli  breeze 
to  the  weft  ward  of  fouth,  we  made  a  fine  ilant 
along  the  coaft  to  the  fouth-eaftward.  The 
weather  was  delightfully  pleafant  until  near  mid- 
night, when  the  w7ind  veered  to  the  S.  E.  and  by 
four  in  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  4th,  its  vio- 
lence obliged  us  to  ftrike  the  top-gallant  mafts, 
and  bring  the  fliip  under  the  forefail  and  ftorm 
ftay fails;  even  this  low  fail  was  more  than  pru^ 
dence  could  authorize,  yet  I  was,  and  had  been, 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  llormy  weather, 

neceffitated 
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neceffitated  to  refort  to  this  meafure,  left  we 
ihould  lofe,  in  thefe  tempcftuous  returns,  the 
diftance  which  the  Ihort  intervals  of  moderate 
weather  permitted  us  to  gain.  This  gale  mode- 
rated in  the  evening ;  elofe-reefed  topfiuls  were 
fet ;  towards  midnight  the  wind  veered  to  the 
weftward,  and  the  next  morning,  Monday  the 
5th,  we  again  flood  to  the  fouth.  The  wind 
between  N.  W.  and  W.  attended  ftill  with  the 
fame  heavy  irregular  fwell,  blew  a  moderate 
breeze  with  fair  and  pleafant  weather,  which 
gave  us  again,  on  the  following  day,  Tuefday  the 
6th,  fight  of  the  land  extending  by  compafs  from 
N.  E.  by  N.  to  E.  f  S.  The  fouth  ernmoft  pro- 
montory of  cape  Mendocino,  N.  40  E.  diftant 
five  or  fix  leagues.  At  noon  in  this  fituation  our 
latitude  was  40°  10',  longitude  235°  33'.  From 
the  obfervations  on  this  occafion,  I  found  the 
latitude  of  cape  Mendocino  exactly  to  correfpond, 
and  the  longitude  to  be  within  3'  of  the  pofition 
I  had  before  affigned  to  it.  This  circumftancc 
afforded  me  much  fatisfa&ion,  as  it  proved  the 
accuracy  of  our  furvey  in  the  fpring,  and  flat- 
tered me  with  the  hope,  that  future  vifitors  to 
this  coaft  would  find  the  feveral  projecting  points* 
as  well  to  the  north  of  cape  Mendocino,  as  to 
the  fouth  of  it,  which  we  were  now  bound  to 
vifit,  laid  down  with  tolerable  accuracy  in  our 
chart. 

D  d  3  The 
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The  wind,  however,  proved  adverfe  to  out 
fouthern  progrefs ;  it  again  veered  to  the  S.  E* 
and  as  ufual  was  attended  with  fqualls  and  tor- 
rents of  rain,  which  kept  us  under  clofe-reefed 
topfails  until  Wednefday  morning  the  7th,  when 
the  gale  gradually  died  away,  and  was  lucceeded 
by  a  calm  ;  the  fame  heavy  irregular  fea,  thick 
weather,  and  a  deluge  of  rain  continued  until 
the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  8th,  when  a  gentle 
breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  W.  and  the  at- 
mofphere  once  more  alTumed  a  clear  and  plea- 
fant  appearance. 

We  had  how  paffed  to  the  fbuth  of  cape  Men- 
docino, and  with  this  favorable  change  in  the 
weather  loft  not  a  moment  in  making;  all  fail 
towards  the  land  to  the  S.  E.  of  the  cape,  which 
at  noon  was  in  fight,  extending  by  compafs  from 
N.  by  E.  to  E.  by  N.  ;  the  nearefl:  fhore  bearing 
N.  55  E.  about  eight  leagues  diftant.  The  la- 
titude obferyed  was  39°  5l',  longitude  235°  48'. 
We  had  approached  about  dark  nearly  within  a 
league  of  the  ihore,  and  as  we  had  now  to  com- 
mence the  examination  of  the  coaft  to  the  ibuth- 
ward,  we  hauled  our  wind  and  plied  under  an 
eafy  fail  until  day-light  in  the  morning  of  Friday 
the  Qth,  when  we  again  refumed  our  courfe 
along  fhore  with  a  light  northerly  breeze,  which 
by  noon  brought  us  to  that  part  of  the  coaft  we 
firfi  made  on  the  1 7th  of  laft  April.    It  extended 
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by  compafs  from  S.  43  E.  to  N.  33  W. ;  the 
aeareft  Ihore  bearing  E.  by  N.  about  two  leagues 
diftant.  In  this  fituation  our  latitude  was  3Q° 
25',  longitude  230°  32',  which  places  the  coaft 
under  this  parallel  near  a  quarter  of  a  degree 
more  to  the  eaftward  than  I  had  confidered  it  ovx 
our  former  vifit.  The  land  to  the  fouthward, 
which  had  then  appeared  to  have  been  much 
bmken,  was  now  proved  to  be  compact,  the  de>- 
ception  having  been  occafioned  by  our  diftance 
from  it,  and  the  irregularity  of  its  furface,  which 
rifes  abruptly  in  low  fandy  cliffs  from  a  connected 
beach  which  uniformly  compofes  the  fea  ihore. 
The  interior  country  appeared  to  be  nearly  an 
.uninterrupted  foreft,  but  towards  the  fea  fide  was 
a  pleating  variety  of  open  fpaces. 

From  the  fouth  promontory  of  cape  Mendo- 
cino to  the  land  we  were  abreaft  of  the  preced- 
es S^g^tj  the  coaft  takes  a  direction  about  S. 
40  E.  for  about  .12  or  13  leagues,  and  there 
forms  fbmething  of  a  projection,  whence  it  falls 
back  about  two  leagues  to  the  eaftward,  and  then 
ftretches  about  S.  15  E.  in  which  direction  we 
failed  at  the  diflance  of  four  or  five  miles  from 
the  fhoare  which  fiiil  continued  compacfl,  with 
two  or  three  fmall  rocky  iilets  lying  near  it.  As 
we  proceeded,  a  diftant  view  was  obtained  of  the 
inland  country,  which  wras  compofed  of  very 
lofty  rugged  mountains  extending  in  a  ridge 

P  d  4  nearly 
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nearly  parallel  to  the  dire&ion  of  the  coaft. 
Thefe  were  in  general  deflitute  of  wood,,  and 
the  more  elevated  parts  were  covered  with  per- 
petual fnow- 

In  the  evening  we  again  hauled  off  from  the 
Ihore  to  wait  the  return  of  day,  Saturday  the 
JOth,  at  which  time  a  low  projecting  point, 
called  by  the  Spaniards  Punta,  Barro  de  Arena, 
bore  by  compafs  S.  5  7  E.  about  two  leagues  from 
us.  The  wind  blew  a  pleafant  gale  from  the 
N.  W.  with  fine  weather,  which  made  me  much 
regret  the  delays  our  furvey  demanded,  as  thefe 
now  prevented  our  embracing  fo  favorable  an  op- 
portunity of  making  the  beft  of  our  way  to  thofe 
ports  of  refrelhments  now  not  far  off,  efpecially 
as  fome  fcorbutic  fymptoms  had  at  length  made 
their  appearance.  Six  of  the  crew  were  affected, 
though  not  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  caufe  confine- 
ment. The  fame  attention  had  been  unremit- 
tingly paid  to  the  prefervation  of  health  as  on  all 
former  occafions  during  the  voyage,  and  I  was 
unable  to  afcribe  the  appearance  of  this  malady 
to  any  other  caufe  than  the  laborious  exertions 
which  the  nature  of  the  fervice  had  demanded, 
and  the  fcarcity  of  refrelhments  we  had  been  en- 
abled to  procure  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer. 
The  very  unpleafant  ftate  of  the  fhip  during  the 
late  boifterous  weather  had  undoubtedly  operated 
in  producing  this  calamity,  by  the  crew  being 

almoft 
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alnioft  continually  wet  with  the  inceflant  rains, 
and  from  our  having  fhipped  a  great  quantity  of 
water  which  had  unavoidably  kept  the  fhip 
damp  in  fpite  of  our  utmoft  endeavors.  The  fa- 
lubrious  qualities  of  the  four  krout,  though  ferved 
with  tHe  portable  foup  every  day,  and  boiled  not 
only  iij£t&e  peas  for  dinner,  but  every  morning 
in  the  wheat  for  breakfaft,  ever  fince  we  had  left 
Nootka,  had  not  averted  the  evil.  On  the  firfi 
iymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  recourfe  was  immedi- 
ately had  to  the  elTence  of  malt,  with  the  infpif- 
fated  juice  of  orange  and  lemon,  which  from 
fome  removed  the  diforder,  and  checked  its  pro- 
grefs  in  others,  though  they  ftill  continued  to 
labour  under  its  influence. 

We  purfued  our  line  of  direction  flowly  along 
the  coaft,  owing  to  the  late  baffling  winds  that 
prevailed.  At  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  38* 
48',  longitude  236°  42';  the  fouthernmoft  land 
in  fight  bore  by  compafs  S.  67  E.  ;  two  fmall 
rocky  iflets  lying  near  the  coaft  N.  79  E. ;  the 
neareft  fhore  about  two  leagues  diftant ;  and  the 
point  de  Arena  being  nearly  the  northernmoft 
land  in  fight  N.  10  W.  at  the  diftance  of  about 
three  leagues.  According  to  our  obfervations 
this  point  is  fituated  in  latitude  38°  56',  longi- 
tude 236°  44';  it  forms  a  confpicuous  mark  on 
the  coaft ;  the  (hores  to  the  north  of  it  take  a 
dire&ion  N.  1 0  W. ;  its  northern  fide  is  com- 

pofed 
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pofed  of  black  rugged  rocks  on  which  the  fea 
breaks  with  great  violence ;  to  the  fouth  of  it 
the  coaft  trends  S.  35  E. ;  its  fouthern  fide  is 
compofed  of  low  fandy  or  clayey  cliffs,  remark- 
ably white,  though  interfperfed  with  flreaks  of  a 
dull  green  colour;  the  country  above  it  rifes 
with  a  gentle  afcent,  is  chequered  witl^  copfes 
of  foreft  trees  and  clear  ground,  which  gave  it 
the  appearance  of  being  in  a  high  flate  of  culti- 
vation. The  land  further  fouth  is  high,  fteep  to 
the  fea,  and  prefented  a  rude  and  barren  afpedL 
Our  foundings  were  75  and  70  fathoms.  The 
calm  of  the  afternoon  was  fucceeded  by  a  S.  E. 
wind  and  its  ufual  attendant,  a  heavy  rain,  which 
prevented  our  acquiring  any  further  knowledge 
of  the  coaft  yntil  Monday  the  1 2th,  when,  on 
the  return  of  a  favorable  gale,  we  flood  for  the 
land,  which  at  noon  extended  by  compafs  from 
N.  15  W.  to  S.  77  E, ;  the  nearefi  fhore  bore 
N.  E.  about  five  leagues  diftant,  latitude  38°  1 7', 
longitude  236°  5Q'.  As  we  approached  the  fhore, 
advancing  to  the  fouth  ward*  the  country  became 
nearly  deftitute  of  wood  and  verdure,  at  leaft 
that  part  of  it  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  fhore, 
which  was  nearly  ftraight  and  compadt.  The 
more  interior  hills,  rifing  behind  thofc  forming 
the  coaft,  were  tolerably  well  wooded. 

Being  near  the  affigned  fituation  of  the  bay  in 
which  Sir  JFrancis  Drake  anchored*  and  that  of 

a  port 
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a  port  called  by  the  Spaniards  Bodega,  our  atten* 
tion  was  directed  to  the  appearance  of  a  port  to 
the  eaftward,  for  which  we  immediately  fteered. 
By  fun-fet  we  wxre  clofe  in  with<the  Ihore,  which 
extended  from  N.  W.  by  W.  to  S.  S.  E.  f  E.,  fo 
that  we  were  confiderably  embayed.  We  were 
now  off  the  northern  point  of  an  inner  bay  that 
feemed  divided  into  two  or  three  arms,  the 
ibundings  had  been  regular  from  40  to  28  fa- 
thoms, the  bottom  a  bed  of  coral  rock,  fand,  and 
fhells.  Being  anxious  not  to  leave  any  opening 
on  the  coaft  unexamined,  and  as  the  evening  was 
ferene  and  pleafant,  I  was  induced  to  anchor, 
though  on  a  rocky  bottom,  off  this  point  for  the 
night,  which  bore  by  compafs  from  us  N.  E.  by 
E.  two  miles  diftant,  that  my  defign  might  early 
in  the  morning  be  carried  into  execution.  Our 
fituation  here  was  by  no  means  pleafant ;  during 
the  night  two  deep  fea  lines  were  cut  through  by 
the  rocks,  and  at  four  in  the  morning  of  Tues- 
day the  1 3th  the  buoy  was  feen  drifting  paft  fliip, 
and  was  proved  to  have  been  fevered  in  the  fame 
way.  Left  the  cable  fhould  fhare  the  fame  fate, 
no  time  was  loft  in  weighing  the  anchor ;  fortu- 
nately however  the  cable  had  not  received  anv 
injury.  A  light  breeze  from  the  land  permitted 
us  to  ftand  acrofs  the  bay,  which  we  foon  dif* 
^covered  to  be  port  Bodega  ;  its  north  point  ac- 
cording to  our  obfervations  is  fituated  in  latitude 

38* 
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38°  2 17,  longitude  237°  2l'.  This  point  is  formed 
of  lowfteep  cliffs,  and  when  feen  from  the  fouth 
has  the  appearance  of  an  ifland,  but  is  firmly  con- 
nected with  the  main  land.  To  the  call  the  land 
retires  and  forms  a  fmall  inlet,  apparently  favor- 
able to  anchorage ;  it  has  a  flat  rock  on  which 
the  water  broke  in  its  entrance,  and  has  not  any 
other  vifibie  danger  excepting  that  of  being  much 
e^pofed  to  the  fouth  and  S.  E.  winds.  Not  be- 
ing able  to  fail  into  the  bay,  we  flood  towards  its 
fouth  point,  which  lies  from  the  north  point  S. 
30  E.  at  the  diftance  of  feven  miles.  Within 
thefe  limits  appeared  three  fmall  openings  in  the 
coaffc,  one  already  noticed  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
north  point,  the  other  two  immediately  within 
the  fouth  point ;  acrofs  thefe  a  connected  chain 
of  breakers  feemed  to  extend,  with  three  high 
white  rocks,  which  nearly  blockaded  the  paifage. 
Although  very  folicitous  of  gaining  more  intelli- 
gence, this  was  all  the  information  I  was  able  to 
procure  of  this  place,  which  required  to  be  mi- 
nutely furveyed  by  our  boats  before  the  veffel 
fliould  enter ;  the  ftate  of  the  weather  was  ill 
calculated  for  fuch  fervice :  it  was  very  dark  and 
gloomy,  and  the  depreffion  of  the  mercury  in  the 
barometer  indicated  an  approaching  ftorm.  Our 
foundings  when  under  35  fathoms  were  on  a 
rocky  bottom,  and  confidering  that  any  further 
examination  at  this  time  was  not  important,  I 

fleered 


I792']  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  413 

Peered  along  the  coaft  to  the  fouthward  for  point 
de  los  Ileys,  fo  named  by  the  Spaniards,  which 
at  noon  bore  by  compafs,  S.  22  E.  diftant  about 
two  leagues  :  the  latitude  by  an  indifferent  ob- 
fervation,  38°  7'.  My  apprehenfions  of  bad  wea- 
ther were  not  ill-founded  ;  after  a  few  hours  calm 
we  were  again  vifited  by  a  S.  S.  E.  gale,  attended 
as  before  w ith  heavy  rain  ;  this  foon  reduced  us 
to  clofe-reefed  topfails,  and  brought  with  it  a 
very  heavy  fea.  Soon  after  midnight  the  wind 
fuddenly  fhifted  to  the  weft  ward,  the  flcy  became 
clear,  and  we  again  fteered  for  the  land  ;  about 
nine  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  14th  we 
palTcd  point  de  los  Reys,  which  I  found  to  be 
fituated  in  latitude  38°  o',  longitude  237°  24\ 
This  is  one  of  the  moil  confpicuous  promonto- 
ries fouthward  of  cape  Flattery,  and  cannot  cafily- 
be  miftaken  ;  when  feen  from  the  north,  or  fouth, 
at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues,  it  appears 
infular,  owing  to  its  projecting  into  the  fea,  and 
the  land  behind  it  being  lower  than  ufual  near 
the  coaft ;  but  the  interior  country  preferved  a 
more  lofty  appearance,  although  the  mountains 
extended  in  a  direction  further  from  the  coaft 
than  thofe  we  had  lately  noticed.  From  the 
fouth  point  of  port  Bodega,  which  is  formed  by 
fteep  rocky  cliffs  with  fome  detached  rocks  lying 
near  it,  the  coaft  makes  a  fhailow  open  bay, 
which  is  bounded,  by  a  low  fandy  beach  ;  to- 
wards 
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wards  the  S.  E.  part  of  which  the  elevated  land: 
of  point  de  los  Reys  again  commences,  and 
ftretches  like  a  peninfula  to  the  fouthward  into 
the  ocean,  where  its  higheft  part  terminates  inr 
fteep  cliffs,  moderately  elevated,  and  nearly  per- 
pendicular to  the  fea,  which  beats  againft  them 
with  great  violence.  Southward  of  this  point  the 
fhore,  compofed  of  low  white  cliffs,  takes,  for 
about  a  league,  nearly  an  eaftern  direction,  and 
there  forms  the  north  point  of  a  bay  extending 
a  little  diftande  to  the  northward,  which  is  in- 
tirely  open,  and  much  expofed  to  the  fouth  and 
S.  E.  winds* 

The  eaftern  fide  of  the  bay  is  alio  compofed 
of  white  cliffs,  though  more  elevated.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Spaniards,  this  is  the  bay  in  which  Sir 
Francis  Drake  anchored  ;  however  fafe  he  might 
then  have  found  it,  yet  at  this  feafon  of  the  year 
it  promifed  us  little  fhelter  or  fecurity.  The 
wind  blowing  frefh  out  of  the  bay  from  the 
N.  N.  W.,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  lofe  this 
opportunity  of  proceeding  with  all  difpatch  to 
St.  Francifco  ;  where  there  was  little  doubt  of  our 
obtaining  a  fupply  of  thofe  refrcfiiments  which 
were  now  much  wanted  by  the  whole  crew. 

Off  point  de  los  Reys  are  fituated  fome  rocks, 
called  Farellones ;  thofe  we  faw  were  tolerably 
high,  and  appeared  to  be  in  two  diftindl  clufters 
of  three  or  four  rocks  each,  lying  in  a  S.  E.  and 
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N.  W.  direction  from  each  other.  The  higheft 
rock  of  the  northernmoft  group  lies  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  point  de  los  Keys,  S.  13  W.,  diftant 
14  miles  ;  the  fouthernmoft  S.  5  E.,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  1 7  miles.  From  unqueftionable  autho- 
rity I  learned,  that  a  third  duller  of  rocks,  fcarcely 
above  the  furface  of  the  fea,  lies  12f  miles  diftant 
from  the  above  point  S.  30  W. 

With  a  favorable  gale  and  pleafant  weather 
we  failed,  at  the  diftanee  of  two  or  three  miles, 
along  the  coaft;  which,  from  point  de  los  Reys 
to  port  Francifco,  takes  a  direction  S.  02  E.  dis- 
tant eight  leagues.  At  noon  the  obferved  lati- 
tude was  37°  53',  longitude  237°  35';  in  this 
Situation  point  de  los  Reys  bore  by  compafs  N. 
72  W. ;  the  fuppofed  bay  of  Sir  Francis  Drake 
N.  45  W.  ;  a  low  fandy  projecting  point,  otF 
which  fome  breakers  extended  nearly  two  miles 
to  the  E.  S.  E.,  being  our  neareft  fliore,  N.  34  W., 
about  a  league  diftant ;  the  fouthernmoft  land  in 
fight  S.  E. ;  and  the  fouth-eafternmoft  of  the 
Farellones  S.  35  W. ;  to  the  eaftward  of  the  low 
fandy  projecting  point,  the  coaft  fuddeniy  rifes 
in  abrupt  cliffs,  with  very  unequal  furfaces,  pre- 
fenting  a  moft  dreary  and  barren  afpedh  A  few 
icattered  trees  were  growing  on  t'hc  more  elevated 
land,  with  fome  patches  of  dwarf  fnrubs  in  the 
vallics ;  the  reft  of  the  country  prefented  cither 

a  fur* 
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a  furface  of  naked  rocks,  or  a  covering  of  very 
little  verdure. 

We  had  approached,  by  two  in  the  afternoon, 
within  a  i  mall  diftance  of  the  entrance  into  port 
St.  Francifco,  and  found  a  rapid  tide  fetting 
againfl  us  ;  the  depth  of  water  regularly  decreafed 
from  18  to  4  fathoms,  which  appearing  to  be  the 
continuation  of  a  fhoal  that  ftretches  from  the 
northern  fhore,  then  diftant  from  us  not  more 
than  a  league,  I  hauled  to  the  S.  W.  in  order  to 
avoid  it,  but  did  not  fucceed  in  reaching  deeper 
water,  as  the  bank  we  were  upon  extended  a  long 
way  in  that  direction,  as  was  evident  from  the 
confufed  breaking  fea  upon  it,  and  the  fmooth 
water  on  either  fide  of  it.  We  therefore  made 
for  the  port,  and  foon  increafed  the  depth  of 
water  to  eight  and  ten  fathoms,  until  we  arrived 
between  the  two  outer  points  of  entrance,  which 
are  about  two  miles  and  a  half  apart,  and  bear 
from  each  other  N.  loW.  and  S.  10E. ;  here 
we  nil  d  15  and  18  fathoms  water,  and  foon  af- 
terwards we  could  gain  no  founding  with  a  hand- 
line. 

Although  favored  with  a  pleafant  breeze  which 
impelled  us  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  knots  an 
hour,,  it  availed  us  no  more  than  juft  to  prcferve 
our  (Nation  againft  the  ebb  fetting  out  of  the  port. 
We  did  not  advance  until  four  o'clock,  and  then 

but 
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but  flowly,  through  the  channel  leading  into  this 
fpacious  port ;  lying  in  a  direction  N.  6 1  E.  and 
S.  6l  W. ;  it  is  nearly  a  league  in  length,  with 
fome  rocks  and  breakers  lying  at  a  little  dtflance 
from  either  fliore.   Thofe  on  the  fouthern  fide 
were  furtheft,  detached,  and  molt  confpicuous, 
efpecially  one,  about  a  mile  within  the  S.  W. 
point  of  entrance,  which  feemed  to  admit  of  a 
paflage  within  it ;  but  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
afccrtaining  that  fa&,  nor  is  it  of  any  importance 
to  the  navigation,  as  the  main  channel  appeared 
to  be  free  from  any  obftru&ion,  and  is  of  fuffi- 
cient  width  for  the  largeft  veflels  to  turn  in.  Its 
northern  fliore,  compofed  of  high  fteep  rocky 
cliffs,  is  the  boldeft  ;  the  fouthern  fide  is  much 
lower,  though  its  fouth-eaftern  point  is  formed 
of  lleep  rocky  cliffs,  from  the  bafe  of  which  & 
tra<9t  of  fandy  country  commences,  extending  not 
only  along  the  fouthern  fhore  of  the  channel,  and 
fome  diflance  along  the  exterior  coaft  to  the 
fouthward,  but  likewife  to  a  confiderable  height 
on  the  more  elevated  land  that  borders  thereon ; 
and  interfperfed  with  huge  mafly  rocks  of  diffe- 
rent fizes,  which,  with  the  Farellones,  render 
this  point  too  confpicuous  to  be  miftaken.  Hav- 
ing pafled  the  inner  points  of  entrance,  we  found 
purfelves  in  a  very  fpacious  found,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  containing  a  variety  of  as  excellent 
Vol.  IL  E  e  harbours 
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harbours  as  the  known  world  affords.  The  Spa- 
nidi  eftablifhrnent  being  on  the  fouthern  fide  of 
the  port,  our  courfe  was  dire&ed  along  that  fhore, 
with  regular  foundings  from  nine  to  thirteen  fa- 
thoms. Several  perfons  were  now  feen  on  foot 
and  on  horfeback  coming  to  the  S.  E.  point  above 
mentioned;  from  whence  two  guns  were  fired, 
and  anfwered  by  us,  agreeably  to  the  fignal  eftab- 
lifhed  between  Senr  Quadra  and  myfelf.  As 
the  night  foon  clofed  in,  a  fire;  was  made  on  the 
beach,  and  other  guns  were  fired ;  but  as  we  did 
not  underftand  their  meaning,  and  as  the  found- 
ings continued  regular,  we  fteered  up  the  port, 
under  an  eafy  fail,  in  conflant  expectation  of  fee- 
ing the  lights  of  the  town,  off  which  1  purpofed 
to  anchor :  but  as  thefe  were  not  difcoverable  at 
eight  at  night,  and  being  then  in  a  fnug  cove, 
intirely  land-locked,  with  fix  fathoms  water  and 
a  clear  bottom,  we  anchored  to  wait  the  return 
of  day. 
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T.  Gillet,  Printer,  Salifbury-Squa.-.e 
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